
Once For All Pastor Brett Richmond 
Series, “Hebrews: Jesus is Greater” March 13, 2016 
Hebrews 10:1-18 
 
Intro: 
• Past sermons on Hebrews 

o The culmination of the author’s discussion of Jesus as the High Priest. 
§ Chapter 1 & 2 the discussion was on Jesus as human 
§ Chapter 5 & 7 the discussion was on Jesus as a superior High Priest 
§ Chapter 8 & 9 the discussion was on Jesus as a superior sacrifice 

o Now in Chapter 10 we come to the final point of Jesus being superior to and bringing 
completeness to the old covenant and His ushering in of the new covenant 
established in God’s grace and mercy, in Jesus Christ’s willing sacrifice and blood, and 
the presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of all believers. 

• <PRAY> 
• Read Hebrews 10:1-18 
For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these 
realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect 
those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, 
having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sins? 3 But in these 
sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats 
to take away sins. 5 Consequently, when Christ[a] came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and 
offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; 6 in burnt offerings and sin 
offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it 
is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor 
taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered 
according to the law), 9 then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with 
the first in order to establish the second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11And every priest stands daily at his 
service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when 
Christ[b]had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a 
single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit 
also bears witness to us; for after saying, 16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after 
those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” 
17 then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 18 Where there is 
forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
 
Hebrews 10:1-4 – The limited abilities of the law  
• Living a morally good or lawfully good life still falls short. 
• The law/morality is there to bring an awareness or consciousness of sin (guilt). 
• Romans 7:7 Paul tells us that the law is a reminder of sin “What then shall we say? That the 

law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I 
would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30122a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30129b


• It is impossible to live without committing sin on a daily basis and so a means to bring 
solace to our guilt was necessary and so God established the sacrificial system. 

• “The law’s sacrificial system can only be seen as an imperfect copy of what God ultimately 
had in mind, since it had elements that had a degree of ineffectiveness.” (NIV Application 
Commentary:  Hebrews) 
o The law could not “make perfect” those who followed it. 
o It pointed to a need for a right relationship with God. 
o It pointed to the blessing of a worshiper’s deliverance from a nagging sense of guilt. 

• Old Covenant could “purify” or “sanctify” a person but could not “remove” sin, it was a 
shadow – an image of what could be, but lacked the substance necessary to make it 
completely effective. 

• So why would we pursue the law and look to it to be our savior? 
• The danger and allure of the “moral life” gives a false illusion of: 

o Control: I can be in a right relationship with God if I live the best life I can. 
o Purity:   If I don’t sin, in this moment or for this day I can have a right relationship with 

God. 
o Rationalism:  I’m doing the best I can and based off my standards or scale, I am ok 

before God because He loves me and will overlook my inadequacies. 
• The reality of the “moral life” or living according to the law gives the true realism of: 

o No control:  I will sin each and every day because I don’t possess the necessary self-
control to stop sinning. 

o Impure at birth:  I was born with a sinful nature and have been sinning since birth. 
o God’s rationale:  Your sin has separated you from God and there is no “scale” or 

“standard” used for judgment beyond what God has established. His standard is 
absolute. 

• Today we may not be living under the law, but if we aren’t careful we can fall into the 
same mess. 
o Is our prayer time with God more about us telling Him what we want or is it filled with 

our words of affirmation for God and thanksgiving to Him? 
o Is our purpose in reading the Bible for our own knowledge and information or are we 

reading to know more about Who God is and how we relate to Him better? 
o When you serve others is it out for your own ambitions or out of obligation and a 

sense of “I have to,” or is it out of love and a desire to lead others into transformation? 
• The struggles the law created for the original audience of the book of Hebrews is not far 

off from the struggles that we can have today where the desire to be “a good Christian” 
becomes bigger than the desire to be in a right relationship with God. 

• This reality demonstrates our greatest need of a Savior that is greater than the law. 
• This leaves us with a grim outlook if we were to stop here, but the author doesn’t.  He 

continues to push on.  
 

Hebrews 10:5-10 – The Superior Sacrifice of Christ 
• Offerings are good but obedience is better. 
• “Consequently” indicates that this is connected to the previous idea in vs 1-4 

o It is a contrast between the law’s sacrificial system and the ministry of Jesus Christ. 



• The law’s sacrificial system was set aside because there was a better, more permanent 
system established in the obedience of Jesus Christ. 

• God established the sacrificial system as a means to allow the conscience of the people to 
be “purified” but what God wanted was a sacrifice of obedience and a people who desired 
holiness. 

• Jesus’ sacrifice was superior in part because He was a willing participant.  The grains and 
animal offerings and sacrifices were not willing nor were they capable of being willing and 
obedient. 

• Jesus was wholehearted obedient and willing. He demonstrated the greatest act of 
holiness in dying for our sins. 

• When we hold tightly to the ideals and allure of living a moral or lawful life, we miss out 
on the opportunity to pursue true holiness and wholehearted obedience. 

• Holiness is being fully devoted or dedicated to God, set aside for His purposes,  and set 
apart from sin and its influence. This can only be true in a person who is intentionally 
pursuing obedience to God. 

• A follower of Christ becomes “holy” through believing and obeying the Word of God. 
• God’s desire for us is to seek to obey Him more and more each day.  It’s not to be perfect 

and sinless; we can’t be apart from the grace we receive from Jesus Christ. 
o It’s a day-by-day, moment-by-moment messy pursuit filled with a heart’s desire and 

willingness to live, sin, repent, rejoice and repeat as we move through the process of 
transformation. 
 

Hebrews 10:11-14 – Christ’s Priestly Activities Completed the Work of Sacrifice 
• In the Law’s Sacrificial system (Old Covenant) 

1. Sacrifices and offerings were made daily. 
§ Confession:  I don’t like doing maintenance or the same thing over and over again. 
§ I could never have been a Levitical priest. 

2. The priests stood when rendering their services – They stood because their work was 
never done. They would have to repeat the same activities the very next day. 

3. Multiple sacrifices were offered again and again. 
4. Those sacrifices could not “take away sins” the sins of the one offering it. 

• In Jesus’ Sacrifice (New Covenant) 
1. Offered “Once for All” – It wasn’t offered for one individual. 
2. Christ sat down -- Jesus sits down because the work is completed – Jesus’ sacrifice was 

sufficient for all mankind, for all time, in one willful action.  There are no more sacrifices 
necessary. 

3. Involved one sacrifice – Jesus’ sacrifice was a complete sacrifice for ALL sins regardless 
of type. 

4. Accomplished perfection for those for whom the sacrifice was offered – The benefits 
of the sacrifice were immediately credited to those who surrender their lives to Jesus 
as their Savior. 

• While Jesus’ sacrificial work was completed He sets himself to do a new work of 
interceding or advocating for us before God the Father.   



• With the debt of our sins paid, we are to go about the work of “becoming sanctified or 
holy.” 

• Three ways we work to be “holy” or what we call “transformed” by obedience, 
o Being obedient to the will of God – found in our prayer with God 
o Being obedient to the Word of God – found in our understanding and study of the 

Bible 
o Being obedient to the Spirit of God – found in our willingness to live-out a desire for 

rescue in loving others and sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
• Our new “law” or “morality” is not found in a set of rules and standards but in our pursuit 

of obedience. 
 

Hebrews 10:15-18 – The Finality of Christ’s Sacrifice in Light of the New Covenant 
• In verses 15-18 the author offers these final words: 
• As the Holy Spirit leads us in our pursuit of holiness we can also live in the freedom from 

guilt and shame that comes with asking and being granted forgiveness of our sins. 
• Because Jesus’ sacrifice was … 

o Offered for all people 
o Offered for all time 
o Offered Only Once 

• We can live a life of holiness and freedom because Jesus’ sacrifice was superior and 
complete. 
 

Communion 
I want to invite the band back on stage as we conclude the service with communion. 
This willing obedient final sacrificial payment for our sins is the priority and purpose of our act 
of communion.  Sharing at the Lord’s Table together signifies our unity in the eternal family of 
God. 
The bread represents the body of Christ that was given for us as a sacrifice. 
The juice represents the blood of Jesus that was shed for the forgiveness of our sins. 
In communion we celebrate that Jesus has Once For All made the way for us to be in a right 
relationship with God.  Upon completing His work He sits at the right hand of God advocating 
for us. 
As the ushers come forward to serve the bread, please hold it and we will eat it together. 
<PRAY>  
 
 
 


