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I. Intro 
 A.  Therefore 
  1.  Grammatically, the word ‘therefore’ is ... 
   a.  Conjunctive adverb 
   b.  As an adverb, it can modify a clause or sentence and as a conjunction it can 

connect things. 
  2.  However, the word ‘therefore’ does more than connect grammatical elements. 
   a.  It can be used to mark the conclusion of an argument. 
   b.  It can be used to express the idea that something is true because something 

else is true. 
 B.  The author of Hebrews is marking the end of his argument about Jesus as High Priest 

and expressing truth for our lives because of Who Jesus is. 
II. Faith, Hope and Love 
 A.  Because Jesus is our High Priest … 
  1.  We have confidence to enter into God's presence. 
  2.  Jesus, His blood, has personally opened this door of immediate and intimate 

presence with God. Under the old covenant, the people visited the holy place but 
in the new covenant, we dwell there! 

 B.  Therefore, three exhortations 
  1.  Embrace your faith (verse 22). Draw near. 
   a.  True heart and full assurance; complete trust and devotion resulting from a 

new heart God promised for His people 
   b.  Hearts sprinkled clean. Conscience 
    1)  OT = animals; NT = Jesus’ blood 
    2)  Covering vs. removal 
   c.  Bodies washed; Baptism: outward sign of what has happened inside 
**’Draw near’ means never hide, run away, shrink back from God. Whatever you're afraid of, 
whatever you've done, Jesus has it covered. 
  2.  Embrace your hope (verse 23). Hold fast. 
   a.  Job responsibilities 
    1)  My job: holding tightly to the hope I receive from believing what God says 
    2)  God's job: eternal salvation - faithful to His promises/covenant, i.e. the will 

has been executed and read. 
   b.  Temptation: I want to give up, I want to give in, I want to quit the fight. 
    1)  "Confession of our hope" 
    2)  Hope, not faith here (no manuscript evidence for faith) 
    3)  We can lose hope but still be in faith - but still, don't go there! Hold fast. 
    4)  Not just faith but a sure and constant hope in what God has promised. Last 

Will and Testament! 
**Why hope? Because God is faithful! 
  3.  Embrace your love (verse 24-25). Consider one another. 



 

 

**The emphasis here is not on what you get from fellowship but what you contribute. Five 
points of the Body of Christ: 
   a.  Meeting together 
    1)  For the sake of mutual encouragement; not to sneak in and sneak out 
    2)  Meeting with result of investment in one another and becoming more 

loving and having more strength to do good works 
    3)  Worship service and beyond! 
   b.  Habit of not meeting 
    1)  Similar and different from meeting together 
    2)  Habitual: not missing once and a while 
    3)  Q: Are you in the habit of only coming to, more or less anonymous, bigger 

meetings of the church where you don't have to have much personal 
interaction or accountability? Does that pattern feel comfortable to you? 

    4)  Offensive? Wait, there's more. You are out of God's will if you are not 
connected in a group that is intentionally designed to stir you to love and 
good works. 

**Out of God's will means you are missing critical fellowship with God. 
   c.  All the more frequently and serious 
    1)  Dangers and tensions and stress increase as the DAY approaches. 
    2)  Greater threats to your faith, hope, and love 
   d.  Empower to love and good works 
    1)  Works/deeds are the result of godly, biblical love. 
    2)  Many believers get together just to talk - usually talk bad. 
    3)  The point: So we will have more love, more resources to love, more 

motivation to love, more wisdom to love, and to do good works so that 
people will see our good works, and as Jesus said, and give glory to God in 
Heaven. 

    4)  Consider = be intentional, "What does _____ need from me?" 
   e.  Building faith on the promises of God 
    1)  Back to verse 23 
    2)  Q: How do you empower someone to love and good works? 
    3)  A: Build their hope on the promises of God. Love only grows from the root 

of belief in the promises of God. 
III. So what? 
 A.  Action points: 
  1.  Do you believe, have you embraced your faith? 
   -Come forward at the end of the service 
  2.  Do you have hope, have you embraced your hope? 
   -Print off the Last Will and Testament 
  3.  Have you stepped into the fellowship, embraced your love? 
   -Ask, "What does _______ need from me today?" 
 B.  It is really important to take care of this today. The stakes only get higher and serious 
stuff is coming. If you want to persevere, then it begins here. 


