
 

 

The First Witnesses   March 29, 2015 
Series, “The Gospel of John” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
John 19:31-42 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.  Setting  
  1.  Passover celebration weekend 
  2.  Jesus has just been crucified 
  3.  Huge crowds in Jerusalem 
 B.  What to do with dead Jesus 
  1.  Religious leaders broke many of their own laws even to the point of idolatry in their quest 

to crucify Jesus. 
  2.  These men were characterized by hypocrisy–urgent to get Jesus off the cross to respect 

the laws of the Sabbath and Passover. 
II. Jesus’ burial - two groups 
 A.  Roman soldiers (John 19:31-37) 
  1.  Highly trained and disciplined military, incredibly loyal and obedient 
  2.  Of note 
   a.  Didn't do what they were commanded to do - break legs 
   b.  Did do what they were not supposed to do - spear in side 
**In their momentary lapse of judgment and discipline, the Roman soldiers fulfilled the OT prophecy 
about Jesus! 
  3.  Blood and water flowed 
   a.  Jesus died, not mostly dead, not dead by morning, all dead. 
    1)  Swoon Theory 
    2)  True = same as "True Vine" 
   b.  Possible symbolism 
    1)  Blood = Justification/Guilt of sin 
    2)  Water = Sanctification/Stain of sin 
  4.  Post-crucifixion would normally be removed from cross and "carried off to some obscure 

and accursed ditch" - a common mass grave. 
 B.  Jewish leaders (John 19:38-42) 
  1.  Joseph of Aramathea 
   a.  What we know biblically (Matthew 27:57, Mark15:43, Luke 23:50-55): Wealthy; 

prominent member of Jewish Counsel; did not consent to Council's decision; looking 
for the Kingdom of God and praying for the Messiah to come; righteous man; secret 
disciple of Jesus 

   b.  Questions we have 
    1)  Why did he have a tomb so close to a place of execution? 
    2)  Most pious Jews (esp. influential) wanted to be buried in the Holy City 
    3)  Who did Joseph prepare the tomb for? ... Don't answer 
   c.  John 19:38 
    1)  "having been kept a secret" 
    2)  Design 
     Man = because of fear 
     God = protected with a purpose 
  2.  Nicodemus 
   a.  Know him from John 3 
   b.  Came to Jesus first at night, but now comes to Him in the daylight 



 

 

  3.  In common 
   a.  Defiled themselves and could not participate in the Passover 
   b.  Publicly identified themselves with Jesus 
III. The rest of the story 
 A.  Plan or reaction? 
  1.  Joseph purchased tomb, had it hewn out, and had it ready that day. This was not a  
   last-minute deal. 
  2.  75 lbs of spice, unlikely bought that day because few merchants would be selling during 

the passover 
  3.  Joseph immediately went to Pilate; Nicodemus stayed at the cross of Christ 
 B.  Consider this 
  1.  Nicodemus  
   a.  Encounter with Jesus - impressed and challenged him 
   b.  Council meeting in John 7:45 
    1)  Questioned in defense of Jesus 
    2)  Ridiculed and challenged to "search and see" 
  2.  Joseph was convinced at some point but kept it a secret from everybody but Nicodemus 
  3.  They both, no doubt, searched the OT prophecies about the Messiah  
   a.  Lamb of God sacrificed (Passover) and Christ would be 'lifted up" (crucified) 
   b.  Isaiah 53:9 
**Nicodemus and Joseph searched the OT and saw that the Messiah foretold there looked exactly like 
Jesus. They believed that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah! They willingly joined God in His design 
for the redemption of mankind and the conquering of death and sin. They were the first out in the 
open followers of Jesus the Messiah! I can't help but wonder if they were counting down the hours to 
the resurrection! 
IV. What about me? 
 A.  Joseph and Nicodemus  
  1.  Threatening peer pressure 
  2.  Threat of losing all they had - possessions, influence, friends, etc. 
  3.  Yet, they risked everything because they believed that Jesus was Who He said He was! 
 B.  If Jesus doesn't cost you everything then you're following the wrong Jesus.  


