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Series, “Hebrews: Jesus is Greater” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Hebrews 10:26-39 

I. Intro 
 A.  Rescue Sunday 
 B.  Severe warnings throughout Hebrews 
  1.  Drift (Hebrews 2:1-4) 
  2.  Doubt (Hebrews 3:7-4:13) 
  3.  Dull (Hebrews 5:11-6:20) 
  4.  Despise (Hebrews 10:26-39) 
 **The author of Hebrews takes us down another step into where disbelief will lead if we 

are not careful to hold fast to what God has revealed to us.  
II. Despising the Word (Hebrews 10:26-31) 
 A.  Despising the Word = deliberate, willful sin 
  1.  Not one particular act but an attitude of disobedience 
  2.  Main issue when we sin 
   a.  Pride and arrogance 
   b.  Humble and contrite 
  **Confession, accountability, community, submission, justification, etc. 
**What is my attitude toward sin and when I sin? 
 B.  Who’s being described 
  1.  Received the Gospel; they know the truth 
  2.  No more/next sacrifice other than Jesus Christ 
  3.  Fearful expectation of judgment  
**There is a real distinction between the visible church and the true church.  
• The visible church are those who identify themselves with Jesus but Jesus does not identify 

Himself with them. 
• The true church are those who identify themselves with Jesus and more importantly Jesus 

identifies Himself with them (see Galatians 4) 
 C.  Lesson from the Old Covenant 
  1.  Old Covenant = no sacrifice for deliberate, willful sin 
  2.  Deliberate sinners were executed 
  3.  Psalm 51 - David knew he deserved death but placed himself under God's mercy 
“For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt 
offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will 
not despise.” 
Psalm 51:16-17 
 D.  Therefore, how much more severe 
  1.  Trampled under foot (paused, got religion, then stomped and moved on to other 

things) 
  2.  Profaned Christ's blood (common, ordinary, nothing special) 
  3.  Outraged the Spirit of Grace (tasted God's grace then used it to justify sin) 
**By which He was sanctified ... 
• Two possibilities: 
• 1)  Born again, justified by faith, then lost again and destroyed by forsaking truth 



• 2)   these "sanctified" people going this direction will never happen because the Holy Spirit 
will protect them with eternal salvation. 

• According to Hebrews 
• 1)   The sanctified in verse 29 are those who are characterized by a religious separation and 

outwardly purified - they are part of the visible church only! 
• 2)   These people lack inward transformation and surrender to Jesus Christ. 
• Like being baptized but not coming to Christ for salvation! 
 E.  Fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living God 
  1.  For the true church: Discipline (Chapter 12... Later) 
  2.  For the visible church: Consumed as adversaries  
   a.  See Israel - Paul says in Romans 9:6, "For not all who are descended from Israel  

belong to Israel."  
   b.  Not all in the church belong to Jesus! And not all who claim to be of Jesus are of 

Jesus. 
III. So, how can we tell the difference between the visible church and the true church? (32-39) 
 A.  The American church 
  1.  For about 350 years, it has experienced dominance and prosperity. 
   a.  Cultural norm = dominance 
   b.  Things have always gone well - prosperity 
   c.  This dominance and prosperity has resulted in a mindset of at-homeness and 

an attitude of entitlement in this world. 
  2.  As Americans, we've received enough truth to believe …  
   a.  No illicit sex = no HIV, STDs 
   b.  No drinking to extremes = no alcoholism 
   c.  Work hard = better life 
   d.  Nice to people = you'll be liked 
 **Which all leads to God accepts you into His family. Notice there is no mention of 
surrender to Jesus.  
  3.  I believe that Scripture teaches there are many in churches around America who 

are not a part of the true church. And, by the way, the kind of church - modern, 
traditional, reformed, Armenian, topical, exegetical, fancy stuff, or simple stuff - is 
not the difference maker. The people of the true church are revealed by how they 
imitate Jesus in suffering.  

 B.  The true church revealed in suffering 
  1.  Everyone experiences suffering, but only the true church is revealed by it. 
  2.  This is how I know you are not the people who despise the Word. 
   a.  You endured a hard struggle of suffering. 
   b.  You had compassion for others who suffered. 
   c.  You joyfully accepted persecution and unfairness knowing that you have a 

better possession and one that lasts forever! 
  3. Therefore, 
   a.  Have confidence (faith) 
   b.  Have endurance (hope) 
   c.  Because we (you and I) are not the kind of people who shrink back and are 

destroyed but we are the kind of people who have faith and hope and love that 
lasts! 



IV. Going home 
 A.  We are of those who have faith, hope and love that won't quit. 
 B.  Therefore, 
  1.  Embrace your faith - eternal salvation 
  2.  Embrace your hope - our inheritance 
  3.  Embrace your love - get into the habit of intentional community and accountability


