
 

 

Grieving Mary April 5, 2015 
Series, “Believe” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
John 20:1-18 
 
I. Intro 
 A.  Nature of unbelief 
  1.  Unbelief, at its core, is a form of self-preservation or protection. 
   a.  Protects from perception, injury, truth, etc. 
   b.  Problem: unbelief doesn't change reality! 
  2.  People who believe easily ... 
   a.  Either haven't been hurt before 
   b.  Or they have chosen to believe in spite of it 
**Belief has consequences and more times than not means change for me. 
 B.  All things are not equal 
  1.  Belief has consequences but not to the same degree. 
  2.  We can't choose the degree. 
**John wrote his Gospel so that you and I might believe what is most important and has the greatest 
consequence: Jesus Christ is the Messiah. He lived, died and rose again, has conquered death and is 
coming back for His people one day. 
II. The resurrection and Mary 
 A.  vs 1-2: Eclipsed faith 
  1.  Mary was dedicated to Jesus 
  2.  Conclusion: stolen body 
  3.  Extinguished vs eclipsed faith 
   a.  Mary's faith was eclipsed 
   b.  Dead vs Alive 
 B.  vs 3-10: What they saw 
  1.  John beat Peter but wouldn't go in ... scary 
  2.  "See" 
   a.  v 5: to glance, to look in 
   b.  v 6: to look carefully, to observe 
   c.  v 8: to perceive with intelligent comprehension 
**What do you see? 
 - Word of God 
 - Transformed lives 
 - Glance, observe, perceive with intelligent comprehension? 
**The work of Christ is done. Do you see it and what do you do with it? 
  3.  Dawning of faith for John 
  4.  Went back home - Got things to do. 
 C.  vs 11-18: But Mary 
  1.  Mary was devoted to the deceased Jesus 
    a.  Grief-stricken, crying, nothing wrong with that. It's how God created us. 
   b.  Just make sure that your grief does not define your hope. 
   c.  Proverbs 8:17, "Those who seek Me early shall find Me ..." 
  2.  The messengers 
   a.  Appearance - in white, like lightning, dazzling apparel 
   b.  Question - Why are you weeping? 
   c.  One would think Mary would have taken note, but grief has a way of distracting us 

from the unusual. 



 

 

  3.  The "gardener" 
   a.  Q: Why weeping? Whom are you seeking? 
    1)  Looking for a corpse 
    2)  Jesus directed her to a person. 
    3)  Note: Jesus doesn't rebuke her for her grief, He just redirects her search. 
   b.  Why didn't Mary recognize Jesus? 
    1)  Concealed Himself (road to Emmaus) 
    2)  Glorified body may have appeared different 
    3)  Too dark; still early 
    4)  Blinded by tears 
**Expectation defined by grief - looking for a corpse, not the Christ! 
  4.  "Mary ..." 
   a.  Sometimes when we just can’t see we need to be listening. 
   b.  Jesus calls her by name 
    1)  John 10:3, "My sheep hear My voice and I call them by name. ..." 
    2)  Significance of your name uttered by specific people 
**Jesus, in the midst of our grief, calls to us by name. When you struggle to see, be sure to listen for 
your Savior's voice (Holy Spirit, others, etc.) 
  5.  The instruction 
   a.  Do not cling - you're not going to lose Me (don't worry, I've got you) 
   b.  Go and tell - you've got a job to do, bear witness to what you have seen and heard! 
III. Belief in spite of grief 
 A.  No matter how difficult or how deeply you are grieving 
  1.  Jesus says that He is with you and will never leave you 
   a.  He conquered death to prove that  
   b.  He promised and delivered the Holy Spirit for you - you may be lonely but you are 

never alone. 
  2.  You've got work to do. 
   a.  There is time for grief but … 
   b.  You have a job to do. 
    1)  We live under the enemy’s design when we allow grief to cripple us. 
    2)  We live under God's design when we move from our grief to serving Christ in His body. 
 B.  Jesus is calling your name 
  1.  Listen - let Him comfort, let Him remind you who you really are. 
  2.  Go - let others know what you have seen. 
 


