
Faith Examined   April 17, 2016 
Series, “Hebrews: Jesus is Greater” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Hebrews 12:1-3 

I. Transition from last week 
 A.   Hebrews 11 

 1.   "Heroes" of the faith" (Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, 
Moses, Gideon, David, Samuel, etc.) 

  2.   What's the point of these heroes? 
  a.  Define: A person who is admired or idealized for courage, out-

standing achievements, or notable qualities. 
b.  Biblical definition of a hero: One who has had the impossible done 

through them as a result of humility before God. 
**When we speak of heroes of the faith, we need to be sure to understand what 
a real hero is. 
 B.  Therefore ... 
  1.   There is something we need to conclude/recognize from chapter 11. 

2.   We need to be more than just encouraged, we need to take action 
based on the exhortation. It should impact how we think about life and 
what we do in life. 

II. Faith Examined 
 A.  Because of ... (Hebrews 12:1a) 
  1.   Witnesses  
   a.  Not witnessing as in watching us nor affirming our lives  and actions 

b.  They are bearing witness that God is faithful and will  see us through 
to the end no matter what He has to work with. 

  2.   What we see in them 
a.  These witnesses encourage us because they say to us, "If God can 

use me and I can finish well, then so can you." 
   b.   Some examples 
    1)  Abraham - struggled with trust 
    2)  Sarah - laughed at God's promise 
    3)  Moses - struggled with pride and anger 
    4)  Job - lost everything 
    5)  David - adultery and murder 
    6)  John the Baptist - straight up weird and  awkward 



    7)  John Mark - quitter 
    8)  Paul - single for life 
**These heroes are there to encourage and remind us that God can do great 
things in spite of our ability, choices or circumstances, as long as we are willing 
to humbly offer our lives to Him. 
 B.  Do this ... (Hebrews 12:1b) 
  1.  Lay aside every weight 

a. Picture of a runner training with weights; does not run the official 
race with these weights 

b. May even be good things; lay aside everything that may hinder your 
passionate pursuit of Jesus Christ and your transformation. 

**This can be a really hard decision. 
  2.   Throw off the sin that easily entangles. 
   a.   In particular, the sin of unbelief (Drift, Doubt, Dull, Despise) 

b.   Unbelief kept Israel from the Promised Land and it keeps us from 
entry into our spiritual inheritance. 

  3.  Run with endurance the race. 
   a.   If they could finish, then you can finish! 

b.  Race = trusting God and what He's said while being transformed 
into the image of Jesus Christ. It's a faith race! 

 C.   While focusing on ... (Hebrews 12:2) 
  1.   Jesus the founder of our faith 
   a.   Author, leader, captain 
   b.   What this means 
    1)  Jesus is the originator of the Christian faith. 
    2)  Jesus is also the originator of the faith in the believer. 
**Jesus gave all the heroes their faith and He gives you and I our faith through 
the doorway of humility. We receive our faith through our recognition and 
confession of our need. Otherwise, we live in pride and arrogance. You and I 
reject God's gift of faith through our pride.  
  2.   Jesus, the perfecter of our faith 
   a.   Finisher, completer 
   b.   What this means 
    1)  Jesus has lived out faith perfectly in His own person. 

2)  Jesus will also perfect or make faith complete in the life of the 
believer. 



**Jesus not only gave all the heroes (and you and I) faith, but He continues on to 
bring it to completion as well. 
**Jesus Christ is the one on Whom faith depends from beginning to end! 
 D.  The process of faith (Hebrews 12:2b-3) 

1.   Just as the true church is revealed in suffering, so true faith is grown 
through suffering. 

  2.  Example of Jesus 
a.   For the son/daughter of God, the joy ahead is always greater than 

the suffering. 
1)  Ultimate suffering of the cross and all that came with it paled in 

comparison and was worth the joy that resulted. 
2)  That joy is what results from truly trusting God and the work He 

appointed Christ to do, and God's glorifying of Jesus. 
b.   Therefore, perseverance is possible and worth it if you have been 

adopted into God's family. 
    1)  Jesus suffered because He knew the results. 
    2)  We suffer knowing that we will receive "something better.” 
III.  Challenge 

A.  In spite of your life's circumstances, you can persevere and hold firm to the 
faith, hope, and love that have been given to you in Christ. 

  1.   We have witnesses who teach us that if they can, we can. 
2.  We have the power to focus on Jesus, Who does the work in our lives if 

only we would humbly accept His Word in us and about us. 
 B.  Looking ahead 
  1.   Next two weeks - be here. 

2.   I believe that the teaching over the next two weeks is part of the secret 
to perseverance and endurance no matter what you face in life.  


