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I. Introduction 
 A.  Hurdles to belief 
  1.  Grief, doubt/skepticism 
  2.  Now shame 
 B.  John wants us to believe but with belief comes consequences. 
  1.  What you believe you eventually become. 
  2.  Problem: what you believe doesn't have to be true. 
   a.  You can become something based on a lie. 
   b.  As Travis said last week, our beliefs need to be based on what is true, significant, and eternal. 
II. Peter, Shame and Restoration 
 A.  Fishermen (1-8) 
  1.  Setting 
   a.  Sea of Galilee - Jesus told them to wait there 
   b.  Why fishing? Pay bills, disbelief, what they were familiar with 
**At least seven were fishermen by occupation 
  2.  Jesus and the fish 
   a.  Very similar to when they first met Jesus 
   b.  Didn't recognize (theme); 100 yards away 
   c.  Recognized the miracle and Jesus 
    1)  Failure all night, but when Jesus showed up and they obeyed, success! 
    2)  Distance between failure and success was the width of the boat - 153 fish 
**Circumstances and history do not come into play when we rely on Jesus. 
  3.  Fishers of men 
   a.  Common Greek phrase = to persuade and catch others with the truth 
   b.  Why did Jesus pick fishermen? 
    1)  Courageous, dedicated, can take orders, know how to work together 
    2)  These are the kind of people God's wanted to build his church - he still wants that today 
**Being fishers of men is what God still wants from His family today - bearing witness, evangelism, 
narrating your thinking, rescue. Courage, dedication, carrying out His desires, working together - every 
person who calls Jesus Lord. 
 B.  Shepherds (9-19) 
  1.  Breakfast 
   a.  Memories - first catch and fire the night of the betrayal 
   b.  Jesus’ process with a shamed Peter 
    1)  Dry off, get warm 
    2)  Eat breakfast 
    3)  Enjoy some personal fellowship 
  2.  Public sin, public restoration 
   a.  Do you love me? (x3) 
    1)  As much as you claim 
     a)  Lay down my life for your sake 
     b)  Though all will fall away, I will never fall away 
    2)  Words for love - agape/phileo 
     a)  John's Gospel usage = interchangeable 
     b)  Speaking in Aramaic at the time anyway 



 

 

**The bottom line, fundamental question: are you in love with Jesus? As believers we cannot simply 
be people who have well-informed opinions about the burning issues of our time. We must be rooted 
and anchored in the permanent, intimate relationship with the incarnate Word, Jesus Christ and we 
need to find there the source for our words, advice and guidance. The question Jesus asked is not how 
many people take you seriously or how much are you going to accomplish or can you show some 
results. But are you in love with Me? Are you centered in Jesus? Is he your most precious treasure? 
   b.  Shepherd My people 
    1)  Feed My lambs and sheep 
     a)  both immature and mature 
     b)  both new and old 
    2)  Tend My sheep 
     a)  Holy Spirit guides and leads 
     b)  We are also called to join Him in guiding and leading one another 
**Jesus wants Peter to tend and care for His sheep not as "professionals" who know their clients' 
problems and take care of them, but as vulnerable brothers and sisters who know and are known, who 
care and are cared for, who forgive and are being forgiven, who love and are being loved. Laying 
down your life means making your own faith and doubt, hope and despair, joy and sadness, courage 
and fear available to others as a way of getting in touch with the Lord of life. 
**God not only calls us to fish, but He calls every on of us to shepherd. Every single person who claims 
to follow Jesus is called to these two things. Scale may be different, but all are called! 
  3.  Why bring up death? 
   a.  Peter claimed he would die for Jesus 
   b.  Anyone who submits themselves to serve Jesus must honestly confront death. When a 

person settles the matter of death, then they are ready to live and serve Jesus! 
**Jesus says, "Follow Me." Literally, "Keep following me." 
III. What does this mean? 
 A.  Peter  
  1.  Blew it - denied Christ, did exactly what he swore on Jesus’ very life he would not do 
  2.  Game over? 
 B.  Design: Sin and shame 
  1.  Before sin 
   a.  Satan, "It's really not that bad." 
   b.  God, "This is serious. You will hurt yourself, others and your relationship with me. You 

will feel distance and alone. There will be blood" 
  2. After sin 
   a.  Satan, "There is no way you can recover from this. You've blown it and God can't deal 

with you anymore. He can't use you and I don't even know if you're still going to 
Heaven." 

   b.  God, "This is bad. You ignored my warnings. But Jesus has already dealt with your sin 
and even your shame. You can be forgiven and even restored if you trust and submit 
to Me." 

**Satan says that you bear your own sin and shame alone. God says that Jesus Christ bore your sin and 
shame at the cross. You choose where to live in that truth. 
 C.  Never too much 
  1.  “God can't accept/forgive me.” Lie. 
  2.  “God can't use me.” Lie. 
**Neither of these is true. God asks, do you love me? And then he calls you to fish and shepherd.  
  3.  Your answer and what you believe about this will be your prison or your freedom.  
   


