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I. Introduction 
 A.   God's intent with us is to transform us into the likeness of Jesus Christ. 
  1.   Promised to complete the work He began and present us perfect and complete at the final day 
  2.   Every one of us is responsible to be pursuing Jesus. 
   a.   Some of us are pursuing Jesus. 
   b.   Some of us are standing still - not pursuing Jesus but not really pursuing anything 

really bad. 
   c.   Some of us are pursuing sin. 
**There are no other categories. Brokenness exists in all three but only one is a place of true security. 
 B.   God's church is the mechanism by which He uses transformed people to spread the Gospel to 

the world. 
  1.   God's goal is not to fix or change the world. Future is set. 
  2.   God's goal is to adopt individuals who have no family into His own. 
III.   Gospel: the foundation 
 A.   What the Gospel is not 
  1.   Forgiveness: in and of itself, not good news. Depends on what it leads to 
  2.   Justification: again, what does it lead to? What do we get because we are counted 

righteous in Christ? 
**Forgiveness and justification are good news because they remove obstacles to the only lasting, all 
satisfying source of fulfillment and joy - Jesus Christ 
 B.   What the Gospel is 
  1.   The Gospel is always dependent on Jesus Christ. 
   a.   Gospel of Christ (Romans 15:19; 1 Corinthians 9:12; 2 Corinthians 2:12, 9:13, 10:14; 

Galatians1:7; Philippians 1:27) 
   b.   Gospel of the glory of Christ (2 Corinthians 4:4) 
   c.   Gospel as the unsearchable riches of Christ (Ephesians 3:8) 
  2.   The Gospel is the good news that the everlasting and ever-increasing joy of the never-

boring, ever-satisfying Jesus is ours freely and eternally by faith in the sin-forgiving death 
and the hope-giving resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

**The Gospel settles our past, defines our present, and secures our future through an ever-growing 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
**It redefines your existence beginning with who you are to what you do. We are wired wrong. The 
Gospel begins to re-wire. 
III. Romans 1:16-17 
 A.   For I am not ashamed 
  1.   Ashamed/shamed 
   a.   Fear of being made a fool of  
   b.   Fear of placing stock in something that doesn't produce 
   c.   Fear of opinion 
   d.   Avoid by remaining neutral about everything 
   e.   We are born with a desire to keep ourselves in the best possible light. 
  2.   Paul, I am not ... 
   a.   Gospel constantly put Paul in a bad light (2 Corinthians 11:23-26) 
Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far 
more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. Five times I received at the hands of 



 

 

the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was 
shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from 
robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, 
danger at sea, danger from false brothers; (2 Corinthians 11:23-26 ESV) 
   b.   He believed himself in debt/obligated to an unbelieving world (1:14). Notice he was 

not disgusted and did not treat the world with disdain. 
    1)  Gospel brings out shame for those who reject it 
    2)  But it gives freedom from shame to those who believe it. 
  3.   How can Paul be shamed but not ashamed at the same time? 
 B.   Power of God for salvation 
  1.   Paul's confidence was not in his present circumstances but in the future reality the Gospel 

creates and secures. 
   a.   The shame we experience for sharing/believing the Gospel is answered by the power 

of the Gospel to bring forgiven sinners into final, everlasting joy. 
   b.   Hebrews 12:1-2 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and 
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2 ESV) 
  2.   Salvation 
   a.   Deliverance from a broad range of evils and used in the Old Testament to describe 

God's ultimate deliverance of his people 
   b.   However, salvation is not only conversions but the final result of the Gospel bringing 

believers complete and transformed to eternal safety and joy in the presence of God 
**Remember, the Gospel redefines your existence. (Surrender opens the door) 
 C.   Righteousness of God 
  1.   What is this? 
   a.   The gift of "right standing" 
   b.   The activity by which God saves His people 
  2.   Faith to faith 
   a.   Faith alone; not my works, reputation, choices, title, race, gender, etc. 
   b.   Righteousness is experienced by faith and only faith 
**This is why we will not be shaken though everything around us is shaking.  
IV.   CrossPoint 
 A.   This Gospel is the only thing we stand on.  
  1.   It is our uniqueness.  
  2.   It is our mission. 
  3.   Without it, we have nothing more to offer than a cocktail umbrella in Death Valley. 
 B.  The Gospel defines us - not just as individuals but as a church. 
  1.   What we say 
  2.   What we believe 
  3.   What we do 
  4.   How we invest 
**The Gospel dictates our choices between the good things we choose to do and not to do. 
 - Pioneer 
 - Partner 
 C.   On your way 
  1.   Is the Gospel (Jesus) the foundation/cornerstone of your life? 
  2.   Does the Gospel determine with you do with your life? 



 

 

  3.   If you've answered yes, but don't live & share the Gospel, then there is a disconnect in 
what you claim to believe and what actually defines you. 

**Just like Paul, we need to understand and experience the power of God in the Gospel so that when 
shamed, we will not become ashamed. This is the only message we have. 
   


