
Unshaken  May 8, 2016 
Series, “Hebrews: Jesus is Greater” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Hebrews 12:18-29 

I. Intro 
 A.   Quick review 
  1.   Because of the example of those who've gone before ... 
  2.   Run with endurance the race set before you ... 
  3.   Looking to Jesus Who gives and perfects your faith ... 
  4.   Knowing that the pain and suffering you face is God's discipline for your good, 

holiness, peace and righteousness. 
  5.   Come alongside the gracious work God is doing in your life and don't reject His 

life-shaping discipline for something worthless. 
 B.   The prize 
  1.   Why endure all that? Why willingly do the hard work for change and 

transformation? 
  2.   Why? Because of what is waiting for you! 
II. The Lesson and the Reward 
 A.   Covenants compared  
  1.   Mt. Sinai (Hebrews 12:18-21) 
   a.   Israel heard the terms of the covenant. 
   b.   They discovered what it meant to be a holy nation. 
   c.   Focal point: the voice  
**This voice was seen and experienced as a fearful, divine holiness with no buffer; a voice so 
terrifying and overwhelming that the people, even Moses, begged it to stop speaking. 
  2.   Mt. Zion (Hebrews 12: 22-24) 
   a.   This is what those mentioned in chapter 11 were looking forward to. 
   b.   Who is there? 
    1) Angels 
    2) The true church 
    3) God 
    4) OT saints 
    5) Jesus, the Mediator of the New Covenant 
   c.   Abel vs Jesus 
    1)  Abel’s blood = cries out for justice; pronounces guilt on the sinner 
    2)  Christ's blood = cries out mercy for sinners; pronounces forgiveness and 

freedom on the surrendered sinner 
**This same voice now inspires confidence in a divine holiness that is shared and the voice in 
sprinkled with the blood of the Mediator. We now hear that voice say, "I love you. I forgive you. 
I purchased you. I cleanse you. I protect you. I keep you. I will always be there for you." 
 B.   The warning (Hebrews 12:25) 
  1.   Don't refuse God's voice and work in your life! 
  2.   Look at what happened to Israel in their unbelief; how much more when we reject 

God's voice which speaks forgiveness, acceptance and discipline through the 
blood of Jesus! 

 C.   The reward (Hebrews 12:26-27) 



  1.   Nature's reminders 
   a.   Rainbows - good news, no flooding planet 
   b.   Earthquakes  
    1)  Devastation, fear, nothing you can do to escape 
    2)  Q: Have I built my life on that which can be shaken? 
    3)  The earthquake reminds us to be very serious about what/who we build our 

lives upon and place our trust. 
  2.   Have you built on the things that cannot be shaken? 
   a.  Unshakable kingdom: the kingdom Christ shares with those who trust Him 
**Anytime a child of God begins to place trust in something other than God, then because of 
God's love and faithfulness, that object will be shaken—people or things or philosophies—
God does not take second place to anything in His children's lives.  
   b.   Where is your trust? 
    1)  Unshakable God or shakable possessions 
    2)  Fixed on God or people  
    3)  Is God your treasure or is the world your treasure? 
    4)  Is God your fellowship or are family/friends the totality of your fellowship? 
    5)  Is God your portion or is the world your portion? 
**Our adoption as sons/daughters and the eternal inheritance Christ secured for us and the 
Holy Spirit guarantee us can not be shaken! But if those things are not our passion, then we 
will always be on unstable ground.  
   c.   Q: How do I live in a world that is constantly shaken? 
    1)  Listen to and obey God. 
    2)  Keep running the race set before you. 
    3)  Fix your eyes on Jesus. 
    4)  Remember that God loves you (His discipline is a constant reminder). 
    5)  Draw on God's unending and enabling grace. 
 D.   Our response (Hebrews 12:28-29) 
  1.   Gratitude 
   a.   That we are standing on the solid rock of Christ Jesus Who will not be shaken 
   b.  That we receive an entire kingdom that will last and never shift 
  2.   Worship 
   a.   Celebration and sobriety 
   b.   Confidence 
    1)  God is a consuming fire - burns up anything of no value. 
    2)  Jesus is our suit that covers us as we are purified through the refining fire of 

God's discipline. 
III. Conclusion 
 A.   What is your life built on? 
  1.   Unshakable promise of God in the person of Jesus Christ? 
  2.   Shakable deceptions that this world and all that comes with it have to offer? 
 B.   God has appointed a great earthquake to bring this world to a close - a final shaking of 

the Earth and heavens someday that will end this fallen creation as we know it and 
bring the unshakable kingdom of God to consummation. 

  1.   Receive the kingdom that cannot be shaken. 



  2.   All you have to do is humble yourself and recognize that you can't make a place for 
yourself to stand. 

Hebrews 12:18-29 

18  For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom 
and a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers 
beg that no further messages be spoken to them. For they could not endure the order that 
was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so terrifying 
was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”  

22  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the 
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the 
righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the 
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  

25  See that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they 
refused Him who warned them on Earth, much less will we escape if we reject Him who 
warns from Heaven.  

26  At that time His voice shook the Earth, but now He has promised, “Yet once more I will 
shake not only the Earth but also the heavens.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the 
removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that the 
things that cannot be shaken may remain.  

28  Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us 
offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.” 

Here are the resources that were mentioned in the message on May 8: 

Tim Keller, “Walking with God through Pain and Suffering”:   
http://www.amazon.com/Walking-God-through-Pain-Suffering/dp/1594634408/ref=sr_1_1?

ie=UTF8&qid=1460666688&sr=8-1&keywords=tim+keller+pain 

CS Lewis, “The Problem of Pain”: 
http://www.amazon.com/Problem-Pain-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060652969/ref=sr_1_1?

ie=UTF8&qid=1460666844&sr=8-1&keywords=CS+Lewis+pain 

John Piper, “Suffering and the Sovereignty of God” (FREE eBook): 
http://document.desiringgod.org/suffering-and-the-sovereignty-of-god-en.pdf?1439242069 
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