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Introduce 

Awakening Series - Story about Myanmar - Saw humility and prayer in these people who are part of a 
real life revival. 

Today we are working our way toward the end of our series in Hebrew. We have hit on some major 
stuff in this series: 

- Never settling for less than all that Jesus promises 
- The idea of faith and believing in something more, something impossible 

- Discipline and how God uses it in the life of His children 

These are big issues, issues that will take a lot of thinking and praying and figuring out, but they are 
issues that are vital to the life of a person whose desire is to be more like Jesus. 

And on the whole, they are issues that appeal to us on a personal level for the most part. 
Much of Hebrews seems to be personal in nature. By that I mean they are issues that are settled 
personally in our own hearts. They are decisions and truth that affect us from the inside, then come 
outward, and they are things that impact us on an individual level. 

Which is great! So much of our relationship with Jesus revolves around that personal nature. Us 
personally surrendering our will and our wants for His. Personally choosing to follow His leading, in 
intimate ways that are hard to explain to someone who hasn't experienced it.  

And there is a lot of Scripture that instructs and challenges us on a personal level. And then there is 
Scripture that is meant for believers, followers of Jesus as a whole, as a group. There is a personal 
aspect of following Jesus, and there is what I would call a corporate aspect and, really, what we are 
talking about is the Church. The bride, the body, made up of groups of people all over the world with 
the same mission and purpose, to become more like Jesus. To know Him more and more, and make 
Him known more and more. And even though churches come in all shapes, flavors and sizes, our 
mission, at least any church that is serious about its calling, is the same.  

And this passage in Hebrews is one of those times in Scripture where we receive some truth about 
how we as a group of believers should work. But I think we need to look very closely and intentionally 
to see what God has for us. So here is what I want to do. 

Read entire passage, and come back. To see the important truths God has for us.  



7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the Word of God. Consider the outcome of their 
way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do 
not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by 
grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them. 10 We have an altar from 
which those who serve the tent have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals whose 
blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the 
camp. 12 So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through His own 
blood. 13 Therefore let us go to Him outside the camp and bear the reproach He endured. 14 For 
here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 15 Through Him then let us 
continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge His name. 
16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those 
who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would 
be of no advantage to you. 

Ok, so you may be thinking what I thought after reading this: what in the world? There is so much 
going on here, at least on the surface, right? There are these commands about leadership and spiritual 
authority, there is a statement about bad teaching and doctrine, then this comparison between Jesus 
and the sacrificial system AGAIN. At first glance it seems all over the place. What ties all this together? 
But the more I thought and the more I prayed about this, some truths became clear, and I believe it’s 
truth meant for not just us as individuals but for us as a Church, even here at CrossPoint. 

So remember, this was written to a group of believers, a group of Christians trying to figure out how to 
become more like Jesus, how to live in a way that was honoring and right in God’s eyes. So this person 
writing it had great care for them and wanted them to do church right. He knew back then what we all 
can see so often now that any time you get people together, even if we all know Jesus, things can get 
to be a mess right? He may never see them again, we know he wanted to, but probably wouldn’t, so he 
wants to set them up for success. So I think this writer gives us some truth to keep us on track, and to 
help us fulfill the mission of the church as we become more like Jesus together. And I think they are 
important to us now as well, so that we can be the most effective group of Christians we can be. 

For us to be effective as a church … 
We need to understand that God has set up spiritual authority in our lives.  
Here in this passage I don't think it’s a coincidence that the whole thing is sandwiched between two 
statements about spiritual leaders in their lives. What does he say here, he says remember those who 
came before, and were consistently in love with Jesus and then live like they lived. And to wrap it up 
he says listen to and obey those in leadership in your life right now. If we can function under the 
understanding that the writer is showing us some truth about how we function as a church, then 
obviously there is an element of authority at play here. 
The reason I bring this up is because we as people—broken, sinful, people—really buck against this 
idea of authority right? Especially those of us here in North America, we really don't like anyone 
impeding any of our freedoms do we? But it goes deeper than any cultural issue, it’s spiritual in nature, 



something that comes from the deep dark broken places in us. We don't want to be told what to do. 
And I am telling you this not as someone who is on the other side of it, but as someone who is in thick 
of it, who is the worst of sinners when it comes to this. 

Yard sale story - what the heck? 

Maybe one we can all relate to - speeding. Don't tell me how fast is too fast. I know how fast I can drive 
and still be safe. But that authority, it’s set up for our benefit. 

Permit story: 

- Just got it, not even six months into it 
- I thought I was so cool 
- flying down the streets, peeling out, in my Ford Taurus … with my mom in the car 
- seat leaned obnoxiously far back and an inexplicable need to only use one hand on the wheel. 

- My parents were great teachers, but one thing we had issues with was I had a bit of a lead foot. I 
liked to speed. Thought it was way cool. 

- My parents never yelled about it, but confidently reminded me that I was going to fast, I was being 
unsafe, and that I would get caught.  

- One day sure enough, I did. With my mom in the car 
- Police officer thought I was a punk kid, but was surprised to see my mom. 

Now, I tell you that story not just so you can make fun of me after the service, but because it illustrates 
how we make poor choices, choices that affect us and others when we are unwilling to listen to the 
authority that has been put in place in our lives. Even though we buck against the idea of authority, 
being a Christian is all about submitting to authority, it’s SURRENDERING our life to Jesus. So how are 
we going to say that we surrender our hearts minds, actions to Jesus, but then say, oh no I draw the 
line at people. 

And this truth applies to the church as well. Sometimes we pretend like it doesn’t, but it does. The 
truth is that God has brought the people who lead this church into the positions they are in. He has 
brought the people who have come before here to accomplish different parts of the story of 
CrossPoint. And this writer says to remember those who came before, imitate their way of life, and to 
listen to those here now, because they care about you and your heart and your eternity.  
There are so many churches that get their legs cut out from underneath them because they are full of 
people who don't get this idea of getting behind the authority that God has placed in their lives. 

NO one here has gotten where they are today by figuring it out on their own. God has used people in 
each and every one of our lives to push us to become more like Him. And we need to understand that 
that is part of the deal. Because if we don’t, we will be like I was, thinking I know best, and forget 
anything else that we don't like or that makes us uncomfortable. But that stalls out what we are meant 
to do as a church. It takes down our effectiveness. 



Now, I know what some of you might be thinking. I have a relationship with Jesus, it’s alive, it’s 
personal, it’s real, and that is what’s important. I’ll just follow HIS leading. Besides I have heard enough 
stories and share enough Facebook posts of pastors and televangelists and priests who have blown it, 
have let everyone down, that were sketchy and just have done evil horrible things. 

And you’re right, authority with no standard is dangerous. And that is why it’s so important for that 
middle part of this passage to be there. This writer doesn't just say listen to your leaders, shut your 
mouth, and fall in line. Not at all. That would be super dangerous. Instead, he lays out the standard that 
we are to hold our leaders to, and we are to hold our church to. And honestly, if what we are about to 
talk about isn't evident in the lives of the people who are leading you spiritually, you shouldn't be 
following them. If what we are about to talk about isn't evident in the church you are attending (and I 
mean, THIS church) then you shouldn't be a part of it. It’s that important. 

To be as effective as God wants us to be we have to understand that spiritual leadership is a part of 
that, but it is held to this standard. And by the way, it’s the same standard applied to the church when 
this was written, and to us today. It says in verse 8 

8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not be led away by diverse and 
strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which 
have not benefited those devoted to them. 

People have tried to give the church all kinds of other jobs and missions and purposes, but don't get 
distracted, because what he goes on to explain is what we are meant to do. He explains it by once 
again comparing Jesus to this sacrificial system these people are so familiar with. Verse 11. 

11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest 
as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp.  
12 So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through His own blood. 
13 Therefore let us go to Him outside the camp and bear the reproach He endured.  

The price was paid outside of the camp, the important stuff happened outside the gate. That was 
where the sacrifice went down, then the blood was brought back in and it was all clean and nice. But 
Jesus suffered outside the gate. He endured the cross, He was willing to sacrifice, He went out to 
where the important, dirty, needed stuff happened, and what does this writer say? Go to Him, live like 
He lived, do what He did, even suffer like He suffered. He goes on in verse 14 to say 

14 For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 15 Through Him then let us 
continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge His name. 
16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

That right there is the standard! When you look at the people in spiritual authority in your life, do you 
see this? When you look at our church, do you see this? Because this is where the bar is set, this is how 
we are to live, and this is what we are supposed to be doing and holding our leaders to. But sadly, and 



tragically, this does not seem the mission of many groups of believers all over this nation. There is 
concern for all sorts of things, but when you look at their leaders, at their deacons, at their programs, 
you don't see a church that is willing to go out to where things are messy and risky. You don't see 
leaders that have their eyes set on the city to come, they are more than happy with their kingdoms 
right here. We don't see people whose every word and every action are a sacrifice to God, one that He 
says is pleasing, one He says is the only sacrifice worth anything. 
 
Listen, I’m not getting paid extra or anything this morning, but this needs to be communicated. We are 
sitting in a church right now, with the leadership we have in our lead pastor and teaching team and 
pastoral staff whose heart’s desire is to live like this and lead in a way where when people look at 
CrossPoint, this is what they see us doing. We have a ways to go, make no mistake, but we are heading 
that direction, and that is SOOO amazing! 

When I first was interviewing, what sold me more than anything else was the vision and mission the 
leadership of our church had for this town. And it took me three years to put it into words. But it’s a 
mission that is willing to go outside of what is comfortable and easy and normal and safe, it’s a mission 
that cares more about the city to come, than the city that is already here, and it’s a mission that says 
you will never stop growing, never stop learning, and for the rest of your life you will strive to have 
every word, every thought, every attitude and action be a sacrifice to God.  

That is what we are supposed to be! 

So if we understand that to be the most effective church we can be we have to be ok with spiritual 
authority, but that there is a perfect standard to adhere to, and if you look and see that your leaders 
and your church are striving to live by this standard, then what are you supposed to do? 

And this is where it gets uncomfortable, hah. What does it say in verse 17? If your leaders, that have 
been placed in your life by God, are living up to this standard, then our job is to what? 

17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those 
who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would 
be of no advantage to you. 

In the Kyle English Translation: don’t make their jobs miserable. Know that this standard is what God 
delights in, and get behind them if they are headed in this direction. It’s heartbreaking to hear how 
ineffective so many churches are in this country and so much of it is because either the leadership has 
lost focus on its mission, or that their people are sucking it out of them. How many times have we 
heard ridiculous stories about churches tanking because they couldn't decide what color the carpet 
should be, or what kind of music to play, or at what volume to play it, and on and on and on. 

If we want to be a church that God will use to change lives, to change families and communities, lets 
get behind the leaders who are taking us there. 



Yarmouth—only church I have ever been to that I would say could genuinely change every little 
corner of their community. Amazing potential. Consistently undercut because of distraction from the 
mission that God gives us. 

I have believed since the moment I got here, since the moment I heard about your leadership in this 
church’s desire for God to move, that He has something special in store here. I honestly believe it with 
all my heart. And I think we are going to dig in deep in this next series and address some foundational 
things to move us forward into this. But what I think we can do right here and now is move forward as 
one with this standard in mind, adding joy to the people leading us, remembering and imitating those 
who have come before us, to be a church that cannot be stopped and will never be shaken.  

So today as we wrap up our time together and as the band comes back up, I don't want to end with 
quiet reflection, although that’s important. Let’s end out time together lifting our voices as one, 
committing that we here at CrossPoint will be a church that will go where no one else is willing to go, 
will risk anything we need to risk, will endure whatever may come for the sake of Jesus’ name. That we 
would be a church that is always looking forward to the city to come, the kingdom to come, and that 
what we say and what we do would be consistently pleasing to God. Let us say that as pastors and 
directors and deacons and volunteers and owners and even visitors. That this is our purpose, this is our 
mission and nothing will stop us, that for the sake of those who are lost, we will lay it all out there. 

Stand with me. And let’s sing it out that we would be a church that would lay it all down, that will 
leverage everything we have, for the sake of the world.


