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Proverbs 4 
 
Have you ever done anything really stupid? Does it happen on a fairly regular basis? Would 
you like to cut down on doing stupid stuff? 
 
Let’s be honest. Choosing to make wise decisions is not always easy. 
 
We can be presented with all the written facts, suggestions, cautions, even verbal warnings 
and still make unwise and stupid decisions. 
 
Proverbs is an utterly unique book of scripture. There is no other book in the Bible quite like it. 
A lot of people think that Proverbs is a book of principles or cute sayings, but Proverbs is more 
than a collection of sayings or principles. Proverbs was designed for the purpose of wisdom.  
 
Get wisdom; get insight; do not forget and do not turn away from the words of My mouth. 
(Proverbs 4:5) 
 
The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and whatever you get, get insight. Prize her highly, 
and she will exalt you; she will honor you if you embrace her. (Proverbs 4:7-8) 
 
The Bible says there is nothing more valuable than wisdom that comes from God. Nothing is 
equal to it. 
 
If godly wisdom is so valuable, how do we gain access to and keep a firm grip on the kind of 
godly wisdom that will help us make wise choices in our lives? 
 
1. Proverbs 4:1-4. Key Words/Phrases: Hear, be attentive, seek wisdom 
 

King David’s final words of wisdom to his son Solomon (found in 1 Kings 2:1-3) 
 
God knew that Solomon was nervous about taking over the throne for his father King 
David, so God asked Solomon, “Solomon, you’re going to lead this nation. Anything you 
want, you got it. Just say the word and it is yours!” Solomon could have asked for riches, 
fame, military power, but instead he asked for wisdom. (see 1 Kings 3:7-12) 
 
Like Solomon, God offers us wisdom. James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 
ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.” 
 
All of us have access to godly wisdom. The first step to unlocking the door to wisdom is to 
seek it out. 

 
2. Proverbs 4:7-8. Key Words: Prize, embrace. 
 



Key Question: “How valuable do we view godly wisdom when it presents itself?” 
 
Example: Rich Young Ruler (Mark 10:18-23) 
 
This rich young man in the New Testament was not willing to sacrifice his earthly wealth 
for heavenly riches. He saw the wisdom of Jesus as bad financial advice and chose not to 
follow it. 
 
If you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the 
fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. (Proverbs 2:4-5) 
 
We must view wisdom as a valuable commodity. It is not enough just to know God’s 
Word, the real question is, “What are we going to do with what we know, read and hear?” 

 
3. Proverbs 4:13, 20-23. Key Words: Guard, keep, hold tight 
 

How do we keep or guard our heart and by doing so, keep a firm grip on wisdom? 
 
Solomon gives us some key thoughts on guarding our hearts. 
 
Proverbs 4:14-15, 25-27 
 
The life of Moses is a great example of why it is so important to “keep your heart with 
vigilance.” Remember Moses? Rescued from the Nile River as an infant. Raised in the 
palace as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. Eventually, God would raise up Moses to lead the 
nation of Israel out of slavery, through the Red Sea and on their way to the promised land, 
a bright future in a land flowing with milk and honey. Moses, one of the great heroes of 
the Old Testament! 
 
But as great as Moses was, he was not immune to making unwise decisions. Like when he 
murdered an Egyptian slave-driver. Or when he shattered the stone tablets on which God 
had personally written the ten commandments. Or, in Numbers 20:8-12, where he 
chooses to ignore God’s command - an unwise decision. Moses had failed to guard his 
heart and keep his eyes focused on God and instead, chose to allow his heart to be led by 
anger and pride, thus making an unwise decision that would cost him the promised land. 
 
Proverbs 4:26 says, “Ponder the path of your feet; then all your ways will be sure.” 
 
Wouldn’t you love the ability to go back in time and change something you did or said?  
 
• What would Adam and Eve give for another chance to make a wise choice regarding 

the fruit that was offered to them? 
• What would David give to relive that night on the rooftop and choose the path that 

leads to righteous living? 



• What would Peter give for another campfire where he could acknowledge rather than 
deny Christ? 

• Even Solomon, who asked God for wisdom, was granted his request and wrote the 
book of Proverbs, had moments when he failed to “guard his heart” and maintain a 
strong grip on the wisdom God had given him, which led to some unwise decisions. 

 
Compare God’s command regarding horses in Deuteronomy 17:16 with Solomon’s 
actions in 1 Kings 10:26-28.  
 
Compare God’s command regarding wives in Deuteronomy 17:17 with Solomon’s actions 
in 1 Kings 11:3 
 
Solomon failed to “guard his heart” and “ponder the path of his feet” and therefore, he 
made some unwise choices. 
 
Moments like the ones Moses experienced and the ones that Solomon experienced and 
King David and Peter and myself, are sobering reminders that life on Earth is really 
nothing more than a string of moments. Defining moments. And while we can’t go back 
in time and undo the unwise choices we have made, we can begin now to seek out wise 
counsel, embrace the leading of the Holy Spirit and guard our hearts from Satan, who 
would like nothing more than to lead us down the path of the wicked. 
 
The result of seeking, valuing and guarding the wisdom that comes from God is: 
 
But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until 
full day. (Proverbs 4:18) 


