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Intro 
 
Good morning 
If you’re new here that’s great. So am I. I’m really glad that you chose to join us today. 
 
 
My role 

• My job is to give leadership, support, and encouragements to the 
CrossPoint Kids and Student Ministry staff. 
o So they can better enable their volunteers to disciple your children and 

grandchildren, nieces, nephews and neighbors. 
 
Introduce my family 

• Two-legged creatures: Kate, Isabella, Ethan, & Olive 
• Four-legged creatures: Izzy Lu, Maisey, Dante (Perro Del Diablo) 

 
We are very excited to be here.  
 
We are renting a great house. We’ve really been enjoying it. It’s got a pool so that’s 
awesome. I was assured that we live in a very quiet safe neighborhood.  
 
But on Wednesday night that assurance was tested when a guy came crashing 
through our gate, ran through our back yard and hopped over our back fence landing 
in the alley behind us and through a neighbors yard before getting apprehended by 
Modesto Police Department’s finest. It was crazy! The police were in pursuit and he 
thought he could escape them by going through our yard and a couple of neighbors’ 
yards. 
 
Since that experience, I have been reassured that we live in a quiet and safe 
neighborhood. But no one will guarantee that things like this won’t happen. There are 
always exceptions and anomalies based on human nature and human decision. 
 
The same is true of the wisdom we’ve been looking at in the book of Proverbs.  
 
Proverbs is a collection of seemingly random statements and warnings that are 
designed for us to learn how to live wisely.  
  
When you read Proverbs think of these words of wisdom as more of a, “If you do these 
then what you can generally expect is that your life will be a fulfilling one” but not as a, 



“Guarantee that life will always be perfect.” You will generally have a “better” life 
living out the wisdom of the book of Proverbs than if you ignore the book of Proverbs. 
 
In the past several weeks we’ve talked about … 
 

• how wisdom comes from our pursuit of God 
• how to find wisdom in our speech, wealth and desire  
• how to grab hold of wisdom  
• how wisdom is built in us through humility 

 
Today we’re going to look at how the wisdom of others impacts our relationship with 
God and other people. 
 
 
Two Types of People 
 
Open your Bible to Proverbs 13. If you didn’t bring one there are Bibles in the 
information rack in front of you. 
 
Read Proverbs 13:1 
A wise son hears his father's instruction, 
 but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke. 
 
This is the general idea:  

• if you want to be wise, listen to the instruction of others 
• if you want to be unwise, then ignore/scoff/mock the instruction 

 
I believe that wisdom is not simply a tool to make wise choices or to gain knowledge. 
Wisdom is designed for building relationships. 
 
Listening to and living out wisdom from others is important because it builds our 
relationships with others and can dramatically lead us into a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ.  

• In the church world we call this discipleship.  
o When we are the recipients of godly wisdom we are being discipled  
o When we are the giver of godly wisdom we are the discipler.  
o Here are CrossPoint we want everyone to be both a disciple and discipler. 

 
Two Types of Experiences 
 
Skip down to verse 13 
 

• Blessing over destruction 
o Read verses 13-14 



§ Whoever despises the word brings destruction on himself, but he 
who reveres the commandment will be rewarded. The teaching of 
the wise is a fountain of life, that one may turn away from the 
snares of death. 

 
 
When we encounter wisdom from others it results in one of these two types of 
experiences.  

• We experience a type of blessing or reward or  
• We experience a type of destruction or devastation  

 
When we ignore wisdom our relationships suffer 
When we honor wisdom our relationship flourish 
 

o As listeners of wisdom, it’s our responsibility to hear and do. 
o For those of us who are teachers of wisdom 

§ Then you can be a fountain of life  
• It’s not about being bossy, nosey, judgmental, or superior (lord it 

over) to others. 
• Your role should help to make people’s lives healthier.  

§ As teachers of wisdom it’s our responsibility to teach and do in our own 
life. 

 
Our ability to listen and follow the wisdom from others in our lives will help determine 
what kind of relationship we are developing: either relationships that we are proud of 
and honor both God and people or relationships that create shame and dishonor both 
God and people. 
 
Choosing Wisdom is all about Relationships 
 
 
Read verses 15 – 20 

Good sense wins favor, 
 but the way of the treacherous is their ruin.[c] 
16 In everything the prudent acts with knowledge, 
 but a fool flaunts his folly. 
17 A wicked messenger falls into trouble, 
 but a faithful envoy brings healing. 
18 Poverty and disgrace come to him who ignores instruction, 
 but whoever heeds reproof is honored. 
19 A desire fulfilled is sweet to the soul, 
 but to turn away from evil is an abomination to fools. 
20 Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, 
 but the companion of fools will suffer harm. 



 
o Think of these as “Relational Check Points.” 

§ Like when you go to Oil Can Henry’s and they do a check on your car’s 
different systems. 

o Today I want you to pick one or two of these relational check points to work 
on with someone.  

o We are going to run through these fairly quickly so if you are note taker you 
might need to write fast. If you’re not a note taker, whichever one seems to 
“hit you hardest”, that’s a pretty good indicator of which relational check 
point you might need to work on with someone. 

 
#1 – How good of a friend are you being? Vs 15 

• Are you making healthy, wise relational decisions that support and encourage 
your friends? 

• Or are you stabbing your friends in the back, lying and being untrustworthy? 
• Who do you have in your life to help you be a better friend? Are you listening 

to them? 
 

#2 – Are you gathering wisdom and advice from others? Vs 16 
• A Fool acts without thinking and disregards the impact it causes 
• Exodus 18 – Moses & Jethro 

 
#3 – Are you living with “Integrity in Words and Actions”? Vs 17 

• Are your actions and your words telling the same story? 
• Your lack of Integrity creates relational problems for you. 

 
#4 – Are you too prideful to ask others for help? Vs 18 

• Don’t let your pride keep you from wisdom. 
• Be humble enough to allow others to lead you. 

o Olive: I know how to do that … (gold panning) 
o Don’t get caught trying to know it all or doing it all because you’ll miss out 

on the blessings of having other people building into your life. 
 

#5 – Are your desires healthy and holy? Vs 19 
• Fools care more about what they can’t do that what they should do 

o Felt and Perceived entitlement, rights, rebellion, pride issues, and battle for 
these things rob you of soul satisfaction when they are against wise counsel 
of others 

o Rebecca / Marijuana 
o “All things are lawful, but not all things are helpful. All things are lawful, but 

not all things build up. Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his 
neighbor.” 1 Corinthians 10:23-24 

o I have never regretted giving up a perceived “right” in favor of making a 
wise choice. 



o I have always regretted giving up wisdom for a perceived “right” or 
“entitlement.” 

 
#6 -- Are you walking with wise people? Vs 20 

• Be a companion of fools and you’ll be a fool 
o Grandma (smoking) / Nathan (smoking)  

• I’ve had several people in my life to help me and who imparted wisdom into 
my life. 
o Mike Fleischmann -- I am wiser today because of my time with him in the 

past. 
 
Conclusion 
 
All of these check points require that you allow someone in your life to help you. 
You can’t attain or build wisdom alone. 
 
If you don’t use the wisdom you receive from others to build healthy relationships 
then it’s like having a million dollars and letting it sit in the closet gathering dust until 
you die and you never got to experience the blessing and reward that came with 
spending it. You never get to use it to make your life or the lives around you 
better. 
 
For some of you, the challenge today is to be vulnerable and let someone build 
into and speak wisdom into your life, to be submissive and humble, letting someone 
else’s voice be louder in your life than yours. 
 
For some of you the challenge is to share your wisdom with others, to find people 
to build and speak wisdom into their lives, to be bold and loving, letting your voice be 
heard in their lives. 
 
Emphasis on letting people into your life to speak wisdom  
 Women’s Ministry – Sign Up in the Street 
 Men’s Ministry - Contact the church and talk with Doug Boyd 
 Peer Groups / Home Groups – Get involved with a peer group as either a mentor 

or a mentee 
College Group – Be part of what Ethan is doing 

 Middle School & High School Groups – If you have kids, get them here on 
Wednesday night. Let Kyle, Wes, and Becca and their staff have a voice of wisdom 
in your kids’ lives. 

 CrossPoint Kids – Partner with us on discipling your children each weekend 
 
Don’t let today go past without entering into one of these discipleship relationships. 
Start somewhere and start today! 
Pray 


