
 

 

Wise Wealth June 28, 2015 
Series, “Choose Wisdom” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Proverbs 3:9-10; 30:7-9 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   We’re going to talk about wealth and money today. 
  1.   Money is woven into every aspect of our existence. 
  2.   That being the case, we must understand the role of money in our development if we are 

going to become like Jesus. 
**Proverbs has a lot to say about money, wealth and poverty. 
 B.   Understanding the role of money:  Money is a matter of maturity. 
  1.   Your maturity in Christ will determine how effectively your money does its job.   
   a.   The way you view and use money is a foundational and accurate indicator of your 

current maturity in Christ. 
   b.   Don't mistake: absence of money does not equal immaturity, neither does presence of 

money equal maturity. 
  2.   Proverbs 3:5-10 
   a.   Trust in God. 
   b.   Trust not in ... 
    1)  Your own intelligence 
    2)  Your own paths 
    3)  Your own wisdom 
    4)  Your own work and wealth 
   c.   God needs my help vs. God demands my worship and honor 
    1)  What I do/where I send my money tells you how highly I value and how weighty I 

consider something 
    2)  Fools think giving to God will make them poor; the wise recognize God's provision 

and faithfulness and their growth in giving 
**My use of wealth betrays how serious I am about loving and trusting Jesus. 
  3.   Proverbs 30:7-9 
   a.  Two things (but not really) as long as I live. 
    1)  Remove falsehood and lying 
    2)  Make me neither rich nor poor 
**Not  really separate but two things that are connected and consequential to each other. 
    3)  Request is anchored in humility (a realistic understanding of himself) 
     a)  Weakness 1: I have a tendency to forget God when I am in abundance 
     b)  Weakness 2: I have a tendency to deny God when I am desperate 
   b.   There is a deception connected with wealth and poverty 
    1)  Wealth = God is not necessary 
    2)  Poverty = God is of no help/not faithful 
**A mature person recognizes God's sovereignty in wealth and poverty, and their love and trust in 
God is not dependent on their financial status. 
   c.   Is God a socialist? 
    1)  No. 
    2)  But, God does want to grow us to maturity in Christ and to that end He has given 

us some governing principles regarding the role and use of our abundance or lack 
of money. 

**Remember, money is a matter of maturity. 
II. Governing principles of money 



 

 

 A.   Build wealth with patience and effort. 
  1.   13:11  Wealth gained hastily will dwindle, but whoever gathers little by little will increase it. 
  2.   28:20  A faithful man will abound with blessings, but whoever hastens to be rich will not go 

unpunished.  
**Don't have more money than you are mature enough to handle. 
 B.   Build wealth with perseverance and diligence. 
  1.   6:6-8  Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. Without having any chief, 

officer, or ruler, she prepares her bread in summer and gathers her food in harvest.  
  2.   13:4  The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is richly 

supplied.  
**Don't stop working or excuse yourself because you can make more through other means. 
 C.   Respond to wealth by caring for those in need. 
  1.   14:31  Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the needy 

honors Him. 
  2.   17:5  Whoever mocks the poor insults his Maker; he who is glad at calamity will not go 

unpunished. 
  3.   21:13  Whoever closes his ear to the cry of the poor will himself call out and not be answered. 
**Don't excuse yourself with "why," but care for others the way Jesus does. 
 D.   Maintain an eternal perspective. 
  1.   27:23  Know well the condition of your flocks, and give attention to your herds, 
  2.   23:5  When your eyes light on it, it is gone, for suddenly it sprouts wings, flying like an eagle 

toward Heaven. 
  3.  16:8  Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues with injustice. 
**Don't let the corruptible distract you from the eternal.  
III. Money is a matter of maturity 
 A.   God is ruthless about transforming His children into the likeness of Jesus Christ. 
  1.   He uses all things (design) in our lives to that end. 
  2.  Including our state of wealth 
 B.   So, begin where you are with what you have. 
  1.   Are you mature enough for God to trust you? Answer that with what you believe the role 

of money is and the governing principles of wealth in your life. 
  2.   Rich or poor, your purpose is to honor God. Stop with the excuses. 
   a.   When we are mature in Christ, we no longer care what car someone else drives or 

where they live or how they ended up there.  We are concerned with how much we 
are like Jesus. 

   b.   You are where you are so that you may become like Jesus. 


