
 

 

Wisdom is Out There July 5, 2015 
Series, “Choose Wisdom” High School Director Kyle Belden 
Proverbs 8:1-5, 22-31 
 
Well good morning CrossPoint,  
 
My name is Kyle Belden. I am the high school director here at CrossPoint and I am just so pleased and 
excited to share with you and look into God’s Word with you all this morning. As I said, I’m the high 
school director and I work predominantly with your high school students week in and out. And before 
we get going, just let me say, we have an amazing group of students as a part of this church. Honestly. 
My wife, Megan, and I moved here two years ago on the dot, this very day! In that time we have really 
gotten to see the amazing potential these students have. We’re excited for who they are becoming, 
and how they are internalizing the Gospel and letting Jesus change them, even when its hard. We 
have seen some pretty cool things happen over the past two years in this group that we can only 
attribute to God working. So from myself, and Megan, and all the high school staff who volunteer their 
time and effort weekly, daily really, if you have students as a part of this group, thank you. We know 
that there is a lot of stuff in this world warring for your time and attention and priority. Many of you in 
here are modeling for these students that Jesus should be the first priority in their life and we are so 
grateful and consider it a great honor and responsibility to be part of that journey. So thank you, they 
are an amazing group of teens, we love them so much.  
 
So has anyone here ever had something right in front of your face, completely obvious, but still totally 
missed it? The right or good decision was very obvious, but somehow you completely ignored or 
missed it? Probably everyone in here has done something like that, right? Well, you are not alone. It 
turns out we as a human race sometimes can’t even see the very obvious truth right in front of us, and 
often times it leads us to make very dumb decisions. A place we see this happen a lot is in warning 
labels for different products. Sometimes these warning labels say things that are exceedingly obvious, 
things that should be very apparent to us, but somewhere, someone had these problems. Let me 
show you what I mean. 
 
I found some of the dumbest warning labels out there, now these are on real products. 
 
On packaging for a Rowenta iron: 
Do not iron clothes on body. 
On Nytol Sleep Aid: 
Warning: May cause drowsiness. 
On a bottle of hair dye: 
Do not use as Ice Cream topping. 
On Boot's Children's Cough Medicine: 
Do not drive a car or operate machinery after taking this medication. 
In a microwave oven manual: 
Do not use for drying pets. 
On a box of fireworks: 
Do not put in mouth. 
On a mattress: 
Do not attempt to swallow. 
 
Now, I am hoping that to all of us in here, these warnings would be very obvious things right? I would 
like to believe that none of us has ever tried to swallow a mattress or use hair dye as an ice cream 



 

 

topping. But the fact that these warnings exist on products means, and this is an unfortunate 
commentary on the world, that at some point, somewhere, a person tried to do something like this, 
and those companies added these warnings to protect themselves from lawsuits. Even though the 
truth, the obvious truth that a mattress cannot fit in a person’s stomach, was lost on a person. And the 
passage today that we are going to look at is somewhat similar. It shows us something so obvious, 
that sometimes we completely miss it. 
 
 
This morning we are continuing on in our series called “Choose Wisdom.” If you haven't been around 
we are taking some time this summer and we are looking through the book of Proverbs to discover 
what a life marked by wisdom looks like and how we live one. And this is a life not just marked by 
“smart” decisions, but instead by a lifestyle that is honoring to God and one that makes us more like 
Jesus. Sometimes wisdom gets dumbed down to a “Top ten ways to be a better you” type of thing, but 
that’s not what wisdom is. In fact, sometimes godly wisdom flies in the face of the “smart” decision, or 
at the very least the easy one. But these concepts and the truth we are looking at over these weeks are 
life giving, and really essential parts of following Jesus and becoming who He desires for us to 
become. So as I pored over the book of Proverbs searching out what God would have me share with 
us all this morning, I saw a lot of really good things: topics of reality and importance, things we have 
talked about already like the mouth and our money. I came across a passage that was both insanely 
convicting and insanely encouraging all at the same time. And that is Proverbs 8. We will be reading a 
few parts of that in a minute so you can turn there if you would like. As I read and considered this 
chapter it became really clear to me that this truth we will look at today is of vital importance for us as 
we pursue wisdom in our lives. 
 
So let’s set the stage a little bit before we jump into our passage, give a little context. All through the 
first nine chapters of Proverbs, Solomon, the author of Proverbs, compares and contrasts a life 
characterized by wisdom and a life characterized by foolishness. To help those of us who might not be 
the sharpest tool in the shed, he personifies these two abstract concepts and ways of living as two 
women. Lady Wisdom and Lady Folly or Lady Foolishness. He sets it all up as if he was talking to a son, 
asking him which person would you want in your life as your wife and as someone who has influence 
over you. Who would you choose if this was a person? He really tries to give a full picture. He lays out 
characteristics. He lays out which is healthier, how they function, and even where they are and how 
they call to us. In the beginning of chapter 8 we see Solomon continuing in this personification to help 
us better understand what this life of wisdom is all about. Let’s read it together. Proverbs 8: 1-5. 
 
 
Does not wisdom call? 
    Does not understanding raise her voice? 
2 On the heights beside the way, 
    at the crossroads she takes her stand; 
3 beside the gates in front of the town, 
    at the entrance of the portals she cries aloud: 
4 “To you, O men, I call, 
    and my cry is to the children of man. 
 
So basically what we are reading here is where to find wisdom, where to hear wisdoms voice. Do you 
know what is great? According to this, it’s EVERYWHERE! On the heights beside the way, at the 
crossroads she takes her stand and the gates in front of town, at the entrance of the portals. Basically 
she is everywhere there are people. She is at every major intersection of life. These are places that 



 

 

people in that time would frequent often, they would have gone by these places again and again. And 
Solomon says, wisdom is there, and she cries aloud. In fact he is so specific as to say that her cry is to 
the children of man. Think about the ramifications of this truth. If we want wisdom, if we want to live a 
life characterized by wisdom, we just have to look around us, at any time, at any place, and according 
to this, she will be there.  
 
Has anyone here seen the movie Up? You know the movie that destroyed your heart in the first 10 
minutes, and then there are balloons and talking dogs and stuff so it’s ok.  
 
Up Illustration  
 
As I read a passage like Proverbs 8:1-4 it makes me think of that movie but to change the phrase to say 
that wisdom is out there. And even more than that, wisdom is yelling at us to listen. She is like, “Hey 
dummies, what in the world are you doing? Listen to me, I am right here, stop making stupid ungodly 
decisions. I’M RIGHT HERE!” 
 
Think about this in your life and mine now. When we are confronted with a sin, a big decision, an 
unhealthy impulse or desire, according to this, wisdom is there, maybe through the Bible, God’s Word, 
maybe through a trusted friend, maybe through the Holy Spirit poking at our hearts nd saying this 
isn't right. There are lots of different ways that wisdom cries out to us, but one thing is for sure, she 
always is. She is never silent. She is there in your car when you want to lose your temper, she is there 
with your kids as you model a lifestyle for them, she is there when you are home alone on your 
computer. She is there at the big decisions, the little decisions, and the times where you are not even 
making decisions. She is there, and she is saying, “Choose me.” 
 
Church, we need to understand a vital truth. Wisdom is available to us. This ability to choose godly 
things, godly thoughts, this whole pursuit of living like Jesus, it is available. And sometimes I think we 
function like it’s not.  
Like it’s just too impossible or too difficult to make happen, or maybe … 
Like it’s something reserved for the mega Christians, those who have been doing this forever, and only 
after years of intense seeking and classes and whatever else to get to the point where they are wise. 
Now while experience certainly does breed wisdom often enough, what we see here is that it’s not 
reserved for a specific group of people, it is positioned at every intersection of a person’s life, and Lady 
Wisdom is screaming at us to listen to her. Wisdom is available to each and everyone one of us, 
regardless of age, gender, experience or skill. 
 
And as I read this passage one thing became more and more clear. If we are followers of Jesus, and we 
choose foolishness, when we choose our own way or the way of sin or the way of this world, we are 
left without any excuses –no one to blame but ourselves.  
 
We don't like that do we. Because it’s easier for us when we make a bad decision to try and put it off 
on someone or something else right? We love to try to justify our behavior instead of taking 
responsibility for it. Speeding tickets anyone? We can tend to blame our foolishness on others by 
saying well they gave me bad advice or they confused me or someone led me astray or didn't care 
enough about me. We like to blame circumstance. Oh this world is just too rotten for us to live with 
wisdom, there is too much coming at us from too many places, have you seen the state of the world, 
how could we ever hope to live a life of wisdom. These are all actual things I have heard. We find 
anything we can think of to get ourselves off the hook when it comes to our foolish decisions, but the 
reality is, that when we choose foolishness, when we choose selfishness and sin and ungodliness, we 



 

 

are responsible. No one else. It’s not that wisdom abandoned us. It’s not that she was so hidden that 
we could not find her. Not according to this passage. But the heart-wrenching and obvious truth is 
that when we choose foolishness, sin and selfishness, we are purposefully ignoring wisdom. That is 
the convicting part of this passage. That in my life, when I choose foolishness, according to this, it’s not 
because I cant find wisdom, it’s because I am choosing to ignore her. She is there, showing me the way 
that I should live, the way I WANT to live, but I have ignored her. And maybe, if you are honest, you 
have ignored her too.  
 
It’s kind of like this, I have two kids. Abby and Judah. They are awesome  
Instagram dad—>sin nature—> Abby ignores me 
 
And I think if we are really honest with ourselves, when we choose foolishness we are doing the same. 
We hear God. We may even know that He has the best life available for us, and has our well being in 
mind, but we say, “Man, I just want to keep doing what I want to do. It will take me outside of my plan 
or my comfort or I will have to give up something to do this, and it’s easier for me to ignore Him, 
pretend like I didn't know, and just go about my life the way I want to.” 
 
I have worked with students for six years now as a job, and you know what conversation I have more 
than any other? It goes something like this. I messed up, I slept with my girlfriend, I got drunk this 
weekend, I gossiped, I acted with pride, I looked over a kid I know I should show compassion about. 
Why did I do that? Why, essentially, did I act in foolishness. And you know often times what ends up 
being the answer to that question? They just weren't looking for wisdom. It’s never because it wasn't 
there. It’s that they were closed off to it. They ignored it rather than embrace it. And that is the root of 
a lot of their heartache. 
 
So let’s unpack this a little further, because I think if we are tracking here, and understand that God’s 
Word says pretty clearly that wisdom is out there yelling at us, pretty much unavoidable and that the 
reason we so often choose foolishness or sin is because we are ignoring wisdom, then dissecting that 
a little bit will help us to choose wisdom in future situations. 
 
Any time in my life where I have ignored wisdom, essentially ignored God’s voice in my life and 
chosen foolishness, I have noticed two things are present, and these two things, if we are aware of 
them, can be changed and will enable us to choose wisdom more often in our lives.  
 
The two things that are always present when I make a stupid ungodly decision or reaction are these: 
closed eyes and unwilling hearts. 
 
The concept of sight, being able to see clearly is something that comes up over and over again in 
Scripture. Jesus uses this metaphor often of being able to see the truth that is in front of us, and when 
it comes to wisdom, when we choose to ignore it, we choose to close our eyes, it’s not that wisdom is 
hard to see, or not there, but it’s because we purposefully and intentionally close our eyes to it, 
because it’s hard, or will require change. We close our eyes, thinking that we can be unaffected. 
 
It reminds me of another story about my kids, since they are still little and it’s not embarrassing yet to 
tell stories of them.  
 
 
Judah illustration, how he plays hide and seek  
 



 

 

 
That is how we look. God is telling us what we should do, how we should live, who He wants us to 
become, and we are laying on the floor, with our eyes squeezed shut, pretending like He isn’t. What I 
can see can’t affect me. At least that is what we think. 
 
How could we ever hope to live guided by wisdom if we are choosing not to acknowledge its 
existence? In closing our eyes to wisdom, we stiff-arm it and say, “Don't get too close buddy, I don't 
want you here.” 
 
The second thing I notice every time I make a foolish decision is, I have an unwilling heart to hear 
wisdom. If we open our eyes to wisdom and can see it for what it is, but are still unwilling to embrace 
it, we are absolutely still ignoring it and are unable to experience it and let it shape us. 
 
Top Thrill Dragster Ride illustration 
 
When it came down to it, all that was left was an unwillingness to get on the ride. 
 
And on this scary but amazing ride called, “Living a life of wisdom”, sometimes the only thing holding 
us back is an unwilling heart. How many times have you known, in your heart of hearts that you 
should say something, do something, stop doing something, and the directions were clear, but you 
just dug your heels in and said, “No, I'm not willing to do that.”? 
 
 
So that’s the convicting part of all this. That when we choose foolishness we are purposefully closing 
our eyes and our hearts to wisdom and are completely ignoring it, and that it only has everything to 
do with ourselves, and nothing else. I’ll be honest, that broke my heart this week as I worked on this. I 
felt like dirt, that essentially it’s my fault and totally in my control when I choose ungodliness. But can I 
share something so amazing with you?  
 
That conviction moved me to being honest with myself about where I was, and it can do the same to 
each and every one of us. I started to see just how encouraging this whole message is. The same thing 
that makes it convicting is what makes it encouraging. 
 
It’s this: wisdom is out there. Wisdom is available, and if you and I have a relationship with Jesus Christ, 
we have all that we need to live with wisdom. Wisdom is there, wisdom is not hiding, and if we see it, 
we will find it. Wisdom has been given to us as a gift, by a God Who cares so deeply about us, so that 
we don't have to live in foolishness in our own sin, and death and destruction. 
 
And it’s been that way since before you were ever thought of. 
 
Proverbs 8- 22 
 
22 The Lord possessed me at the beginning of His work, the first of His acts of old. 
23 Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the Earth. 
24 When there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding              

with water. 
25 Before the mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth, 
26 before He had made the Earth with its fields, or the first of the dust of the world. 
27 When He established the heavens, I was there; when He drew a circle on the face of the deep, 



 

 

28 when He made firm the skies above, when He established the fountains of the deep, 
29 when He assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress His command, 
  when He marked out the foundations of the Earth, 
30 then I was beside Him, like a master workman, and I was daily His delight,  

rejoicing before Him always, 
31 rejoicing in His inhabited world and delighting in the children of man. 
 
And we go one more verse to hear 
 
“And now, O sons, listen to Me: blessed are those who keep My ways. 
 
This is a beautiful picture to me. This is what is so encouraging, that wisdom is exceedingly available if 
only we have open eyes and willing hearts, and God has set it up that way since the beginning. He 
cares about us so much that before we were even made, He made wisdom available. That’s good 
news! I mean, let’s be real, living a life for Jesus is hard, right? Anyone who has done it more than 10 
seconds knows that it’s difficult, but since before creation, God has set us up to be able to do it and do 
it well. For those who seek wisdom will find it, because it’s knit and woven into everything. 
 
So as you walk out of here this morning, what will you do? The next time an opportunity to choose 
between wisdom and foolishness, between selfishness and Jesus, what will you do, what will I do? Will 
we make excuses that have no weight to them? Will we justify or say we didn’t know? Or, will we open 
our eyes, and with willing hearts choose the wisdom that is here crying out for us to listen. It’s not 
hidden. It’s not hard to find. Jesus gives it to us in abundance; we just have to choose it. So as we 
leave, and as we deal with whatever comes into our lives this week, let’s remember, that wisdom is out 
there, its attainable, and the best step we can take in our pursuit of Jesus is just choosing it. No more 
justification, no more excuses. Let’s embrace wisdom, without hesitation, and be the people, be the 
church that Jesus meant for us to be! That is what He wants, and He has given us everything we need 
to make it happen. 
 
SO what do you need to do this morning? Maybe you need to own up to your mistakes, take 
responsibility and stop blaming someone or something. Maybe you need to open up your eyes that 
you have had deliberately closed hoping that wisdom wouldn't find you. Maybe you know and see 
exactly what you need to do and you need to surrender your heart to this life God wants for you. God 
is faithful, He has never left us abandoned. He has given us wisdom. He has given us Jesus. He has 
given us every single thing we need to choose a life that looks like His. The only question for you and 
me, is will we choose it? 
 
Let’s pray. 
 


