
 

 

How To Choose Wisdom  August 2, 2015 
Series, “Choose Wisdom” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Proverbs 16:1-4, 9 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Wisdom 
  1.   We've heard it talked about from numerous pastors here over the summer 
  2.   Here's why we did this ... 
   a.   Wisdom helps up plan and carry out that which pleases God. 
   b.   Every day, we make decisions either using wisdom or ignoring it. We chart our course. 
**For us, with very few exceptions, our big picture course in our lives is made up of our own choosing. 
 - We may have had a few "unfair" things happen, but big picture, your choices have led you here. 
  3.   My prayer for you is that from here on out, you will have the option of making a decision 

confidently and then be open-handed in humility knowing and trusting God to guide you. 
 B.   How we (believers) tend to make decisions 
  1.   Our gut (all feelings) 
   a.   Good: very genuine; genuinely want to please God 
   b.   Bad: flighty; "God told me ..." but two weeks later... moved on. 
  2.   "Lord, give me a sign ..." 
   a.   Good: Typically sensitive to spiritual things; really want God to guide 
   b.   Bad: can be immature; lack the development of godly character to make good 

decisions; lack of trust in what God clearly says 
  3.   Don't worry, be happy (let life happen) 
   a.   Good: typically trusting and believe that God will work things out; "let tomorrow worry 

about itself, and today too for that matter." 
   b.   Bad: can easily mis-live their lives for lack of thought and intention; can justify 

irresponsibility 
II. The difference between me and God 
 A.   Proverbs 16:1-4, 9 
  v1.   We think out and reasonably plan our lives but God gives us perspective and is somehow 

involved (actually pivotal) in how everything plays out. 
   a.   We have thoughts but God puts things into words and reality. 
   b.   My plans are always subject to God's sovereignty 
  v2.  We think our plans are great and sometimes don't even recognize the secret faults 

contained in us but God sees everything and cuts to our core. 
   a.   The way I see me vs. the way God sees me 
   b.   Always remember that our default is to think wrong. 
  v3.  Let go/transfer your plans and work to God and He will then be responsible for them. 
   a.   The alignment of my plans/will to God's plans/will 
   b.   If you want to succeed, this is the path ... 
  v4.  Review:  Dual design 
   a.   There is a divinely good design in everything. 
   b.   There is an evil design in everything. 
**v.5-6 remind us that God has responded to evil in this world with love and faithfulness but there is 
an end to His patience.  Then, all things will face justice. 
  v9.  We plan, strategize and struggle to get our way but God leads us because He loves us and 

will not give up on us. 
   a.   God has set a path. We can choose wisdom and walk that path. 
   b.   Romans 5:3-5 



 

 

“Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit Who has been given to 
us.” 
    1)  God's plans are about transformation - ours are not. 
    2)  We know how deeply God loves us because he has given us His Holy Spirit to fill us 

with His love 
**What you designed for evil, God designed for good. 
 B.   God's program for guidance 
**Must be in this order.  Out of order, then you step out of God's program 
  1.   Word of God 
   a.   Not just know, but do 
   b.   2 Tim 3:1-17 
“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able 
to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 
  2.   Develop a heart for God (draw close to God). 
   a.   Love what God loves - love Him, trust Him, know Him 
   b.   Indulge in righteousness not sin. This is the key because what you indulge in will 

captivate your heart 
   c.   Evaluate your desires in light of God's Word (#1). 
  3.   Seek wise counsel. 
   a.   Brett talked about this last week. 
   b.   Do this after God's Word and as you are aligning your heart with God's, otherwise, this 

becomes a search for what you want to justify. 
  4.   Look for God's providence. 
   a.   Providence = God is at work in our lives in both small ways and large 
   b.   But, do not put circumstances above God's Word 
  5.   Does this make sense? 
   a.   Using our good judgment 
   b.   In light of... 
    1)  God's Word 
    2)  Our giftedness 
    3)  Our abilities  
    4)  Our circumstances 
    5)  Our overall strategy 
**Bruce Waltke, “Finding the Will of God” 
The common idea of divining God's will is either a pagan notion that we Christians need to let go of or 
a mode of administration that God no longer uses. God has given us a program of guidance that 
involves getting to know Him through His Word and letting Him shape our character, our hearts and 
our desires. Then as we know the mind of God we can live out His will. He expects us to first draw close 
to Him, then allows for seeking wise counsel as confirmation, or taking our circumstances into 
consideration and using our own sound judgment to make a decision. He never calls us in the New 
Testament to "seek His will," but rather to seek His kingdom and do His will. We ought to stamp out of 
our vocabulary the non-biblical and misleading expression "finding God's will." Rather than talk about 
"seeking the will of God," we ought to speak of following the guidance of God. This is not just 
semantically different, since He is calling us to draw close to Himself and to live holy lives. God's will 



 

 

for us is that we be holy; there is no mystery to His will. As for those questions about changing jobs, 
getting married, going to school, and the like, finding answers will require growing close to God. 
III. Challenge 
 A.   What now? 
  1.   You have no excuse. 
  2.   It is up to you. 
   a.   Will you employ wisdom in your life? 
   b.   Finding wisdom is easy. Applying it is difficult. 
 B.   Next week 
  1.   New series: Surprise! 
  2.   I believe that next Sunday I will be sharing with you the most significant   
 message to date.  Please be here and as you prepare for what God wants to do:  
 Choose Wisdom. 


