
Forgiveness August 7, 2016 
Series, “Awakening” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Luke 23:32-38 

I. Intro 
 A.   Review 
  1.   Matthew 6 = blueprint of prayer 
  2.   Position (humility); Focus (God's glory); Result (peace) 
 B.  Today, the evidence of powerful prayer 
  1.  Matthew 6:14-15 
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do 
not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
  2.   How does forgiveness relate to humility and prayer? 
II. Unpacking Scripture 
 A.   Luke 23:32-38 
  1.   See Luke 6:27-28 
But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 
   a.   Disciples’ shoes ... 
   b.   God would not put up with that -or- you can't identify with my hurt/pain ... 
  2.  See Isaiah 53:3-12 (read and comment on the way) 
He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one 
from whom men hide their faces He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. Surely He has borne 
our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But 
He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with His wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; like a lamb 
that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His 
mouth. By oppression and judgment He was taken away; and as for His generation, who 
considered that He was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my 
people? And they made His grave with the wicked and with a rich man in His death, although He 
had done no violence, and there was no deceit in His mouth. Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush 
Him; He has put Him to grief; when His soul makes an offering for guilt, He shall see His offspring; 
He shall prolong His days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. Out of the anguish of His 
soul He shall see and be satisfied; by His knowledge shall the Righteous One, my servant, make 
many to be accounted righteous, and He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a 
portion with the many, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His 
soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He bore the sin of many, and makes 
intercession for the transgressors. 
  3.   Back to Luke 23 
   a.   Intentional and ignorant guilt for sin has equal consequence - death 
   b.   Jesus forgave because He loved God first. That compelled Him to love others. 
 B.   Forgiveness is the ultimate act of humility and humility is the power plant for prayer. 
  1.   Forgiveness is acknowledging that God is good and He cares for me. 
   a.   Forgiveness is proof that you trust God. 



   b.   Forgiveness is recognizing you belong to God. 
  2.   Andrew Murray 
   a.   About Jesus’ act of forgiveness ... 
"He lost nothing by giving all to God. God honored His trust and did all for Him, and then 
exalted Him to His own right hand in glory. And because Christ humbled Himself before God, 
and God was ever before Him, He found it possible to humble Himself before men, too, and to 
be the servant of all.  His humility was simply the surrender of Himself to God, to allow Him to 
do in Him what He pleased, regardless of what men might say of Him or do to Him." 
   b.   About becoming like Jesus ... 
"Let a willing, loving, restful humility be the mark that you have claimed your birthright - the 
baptism into the death of Christ." 
III. Forgiveness illustrated 
 A.   Three places of forgiveness - Doodles! 
  1.   I can't offer forgiveness. 
  2.   I can't receive forgiveness . 
**both of these come from a position of arrogance over the sacrifice of Jesus - I place myself 
over or beyond His work of grace. 
  3.   I live in forgiveness. 
**the only place of humility 
 B.   I owe; you owe ... 
  1.   Forgiveness hinges on a debt 
   a.   A debt owed to me 
   b.   A debt that I owe to another 
**Assumption in this is that I am my own, I am the end of things, the purpose of life is that I 
am even. 
  2.   Jesus paid it all; therefore there are no longer debts except to the One Who paid. 
   a.   Forgiveness offered - because we belong to Christ and the offense is against 

Him first 
   b.   Forgiveness received - method of receipt is repentance 
  3.   Who owns you? 
   a.   1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (context of forgiveness and sin) 
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, Whom you have from 
God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
   b.   Romans 12:14-21 (behavior expectations of those bought with a price) 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with 
the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, 
never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome 
by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
   c.   Ephesians 4:1-7 (summary of ownership) 
“ therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—



just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. But grace was given 
to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 

**The forgiveness that Jesus secured at the cross paid for how you hurt yourself, how you 
hurt others, and how you've been hurt. Therefore, we are called to live as children who are 
owed nothing but given everything. Our humility is seen in our forgiveness and that 
results in prayer with power that is unrestrained, boundless and immeasurable. 
IV. Moving forward 
 A.   Forgiveness is the mark of humility and the proof of genuine prayer. 
 B.   Forgiveness is not easy and many of us have been deeply wounded by our own sin 
and the sin of others. 
 C.   But, Jesus has overcome, and the grave is overwhelmed. 
 D.   Because of Jesus we can be forgiven and we can forgive. We can be those who, 
because of Jesus’ provision, live in forgiveness. 
**This is a process and there's no standard timeline. You are either in process or you are out of 
fellowship. 

Pray and direct ...


