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I. Introduction 
 A.   Review 
  1.   Identity (doodle on-screen) 
  2.   The Stranger 
  3.   Entitlement 
**All hinge on the biblical understanding of being image bearers 
 B.   Question: What is the image of God and what does it mean? 
II. Image of God or imago Dei 
 A.   Genesis 1:26-27 
“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have domin-
ion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over 
all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’ So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” 
  1.   Different from all other creation  
  2.   Gen 2:7 - God breathed life rather than brought forth of everything else     
  3. Gen 1:24-25 “then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath  of life, and the man became a living creature.” 
  4.   The animals have their existence from God, but humans have their being in God 

(Acts 17:28-29) “for ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of 
your own poets have said, ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ Being then God’s off-
spring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of man.” 

 B.   The Fall 
  1.   Pronouncement 
   a.   Satan - cursed 
   b.   Woman - pain and struggle; not cursed 
   c.   Man - ground cursed, pain and struggle; not cursed 
  2.   Image of God was not cut out or removed by the Fall, but it was marred in an 

inescapable way. 
   a.   If it was lost, than why was it wrong for Cain to kill Abel? 
   b.  Even after the flood, God affirmed to Noah that humanity still bore the God's 

image (Gen 9:6). 
““Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in His 
own image.” 
  3.   New Testament agreement 
   a.   1 Corinthians 11:7 - divinely established order, not value, of creation and the 

presence of the Imago Dei 
“For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is 
the glory of man. For man was not made from woman, but woman from man.” 



   b.   James 3:8-9 - context of words and how we address one another who bear 
God's image 

“but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we 
bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God.” 
III. So, what is the image of God? 
 A.   Man is in the image of God means that man as a whole person, both physically and spir-

itually, is in some sense like his Maker. Just what the nature of His likeness is, we are 
not told. But, what we are told is that even we, as sinners, bear God's image. 

 B.   Some ideas ... 
  1.   Attributes - we are like God in some of our attributes that are not  shared with the 

rest of creation 
   a.   Creative, spiritual, communicative, intelligent, relational, moral 
   b.   Designed to reflect these things in God's character 
  2.   Not the whole story though ... 
   a.   God did not send Christ to die for the angels or animals 
   b.   God sent Christ to die for humans alone. 
 C.   The Imago Dei is the thing in man which identifies him as, "the one whom is   

God's beloved." 
  1.   We reflect the image of God. 
   a.   We bear and reflect - not of our own doing. 
   b.   We reflect God's creative, spiritual, and loving capacities toward     

one another. 
  2.   We restore the image of God. 
   a.   Not to be confused with being the agent, but the conduit 
   b.   We seek the broken and restore value and worth given by God. 
   c.   We lead a fallen and marred world to Jesus Christ and He removes guilt and 

restores relationship. 
IV. Challenge 
 A.   Deb Hunt and the story of two gas stations 
 B.   Humility and tomorrow 
 C.   Intro communion 

  


