
 

 

Jesus Is Greater Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Series, “Hebrews” September 13, 2015 
Hebrews 1:1-3 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Jesus is greater - when all is said and done, despite what I face or whatever the cost, Jesus is 

worth it.  
 B.   Intro to the book - check out the short video ... 
  1.   Authorship 
   a.  Knew Paul's teachings; likely an associate of Paul 
   b.  Intimately acquainted with Judaism and was sensitive to both Jews and Gentiles 
   c.   Of the options, I tend to lean toward Barnabas 
    1)  Not an Apostle (2:3) 
    2)  Persuasive in writing  
  2.   View of Christ 
   b.   Summary: Christ Whom God has spoken through was active in creation and 

throughout Israel's history is greater than anything in the past or future and He is 
worth following.  

   c.   Old Testament (OT) can be understood as speaking about Christ. 
II. Hebrews 1:1-3 
 A.   Q: Do you want to hear God speak? 
**Better yet, do you want to hear what God thinks about you and what He wants from you? 
  1.   Foundational question 
   a.   Do you want to hear what I have to say because if you don't, I don't want to waste My 

breath. 
   b.   Hearing for the sake of hearing or hearing with the intent to obey? 
  2.   Does God even speak? 
   a.   God communicates with humanity 
   b.   God wants connection with His greatest and most-loved creations – the creatures 

whom He placed Himself into. 
   c.   God speaks and we can know Him, love Him, and obey Him. 
 B.   How has God spoken? 
  1.   Long ago 
   a.   Many times: not all revealed at one point (but all was revealed in Christ) 
   b.   Many ways 
    1)  Internal suggestions: dreams, visions, thoughts 
    2)  External appearances: audible voice, angelic messengers, prophets 
   c.   Prophets 
    1)  They spoke exactly what God said to them 
    2)  God was, essentially, the speaker 
    3)  Prophets only knew what God told them - they did not have unity/oneness with God 
  2.   But now 
   a.   By His Son 
    1)  Past = fragmentary, in parts, incomplete 
    2)  Now = fully and finally revealed God's character and will by the Son 
   b.   The OT was preparation for and the foundation of the ultimate  revelation in Jesus Christ! 
 C.   Why is Jesus significant? 
  1.   Who He is 
   a.   Heir of all things 



 

 

    1)  Possesses and rules over all, God is sovereign 
    2)  As heir, He not only inherits but He was active in all creation 
    3)  He can be trusted; He is able to do what He says he will do. 
   b.   Radiance of God's glory 
    1)  Reveals God's person, not just His words 
    2)  Reveals exactly what God is like - exact imprint, cannot tell the difference 
 
There is no time that the sun exists without the beams of radiance. They cannot be separated. The 
radiance is co-eternal with the glory. Christ is co-eternal with God the Father. 
 
We see the sun by means of seeing the rays of the sun. So we see God the Father by seeing Jesus. The 
rays of the sun arrive here about eight minutes after they leave the sun, and the round ball of fire that 
we see in the sky is the image—the exact representation—of the sun; not because it is a painting of 
the sun, but because it is the sun streaming forth in its radiance. 
 
    3)  If you know Jesus, you know God. 
   c.  Uphold the universe 
    1)  Not only active in creation but active in its ongoing existence  
    2)  Power and authority in and over 
  2.   What He does 
   a.   Not only informational but transformational 
   b.   Purification of sins - our need and only real problem 
    1)  Beyond just knowing we are sinful.  OT reveals that we have a sin problem. 
    2)  Purification - What good is it to know that I have a problem if there is no way to 

repair it? 
**Jesus was revealed to repair! 
   c.   Because of Who He is, He can accomplish what He came to do. 
  3.  Just in case I wasn't clear before 
   a.   Sat down at the right hand of the Majesty of high 
   b.   The seat of all power and authority 
**Jesus is greater than all and is able to do what He set out to do. 
III. So what? 
 A.   God thinks about you and He wants to talk to you. 
 B.   Jesus wants to have the deepest and closest relationship with you of anyone in the world. 
  


