
 

 

The Gospel is Greater Than You Thought Pastor Travis Edgerton 
Series, “Hebrews” September 20, 2015 
Hebrews 1:4-14 
 
1. Introduction 

A. Taco Bell Story: picture of breakfast taco: "This is why you woke up this morning" 
Sincerely offended: reduced my reason for getting out of bed. Who do you think 
you are? 

B. There is this innate instinct in us to be protective of WHO is calling the shots for us, 
isn't there? Our passage today affirms and guides this instinct. 

Hebrews 1:3-4 He [Jesus] is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His 
nature, and He upholds the universe by the word of His power. After making purification for 
sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior 
to angels as the name He has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  

C. The author makes these gigantic claims about Jesus. Next thing he says is "Jesus is 
greater than angels." Seems a bit obvious. 

D. Why is it important to this author that Jesus is greater in every way than angels? 
1) If I said, "Did you know that time slows down the faster you travel? Or a guy 

downtown wearing a sandwich board shouted, ‘The end is near!’" How likely would 
it be that you'd believe the message? 

2) 8th grade science teacher? Albert Einstein? 
3) We judge messages by their messenger, don't we? 

E. The greatness of a message is determined by the greatness of its messenger. 
1) Angels were the messengers of one kind of message, and Jesus was the messenger 

of another. 
a) Acts 7:53, Galatians 3:19: OT law was delivered to Moses through angels.  
b) And it was a great, necessary, God-sent message! The message they delivered 

was so good. It just wasn't the final or best message God would send. The final 
and best message God would send was His Son, Jesus. 

c) If Jesus is greater, so is His message. 
2) Angel = messengers of the Old Covenant Law: "If you do this, you will be punished" 
3) Jesus = messenger of the New Covenant Gospel: "You did this, so I will be punished 

instead" 
4) Law = no matter how hard you try, you cannot achieve what is expected 
5) Jesus = stop trying, I can 

F. Here's what all of this passage leads to: Only Jesus is Who the law anticipates, does 
what the law requires and forgives those the law condemns. Why would you ever choose 
anyone or anything less than Jesus? 

G. Rest of this passage: OT quotes, answering the question, "How is Jesus Greater?" This 
also proves that Jesus' message, the Gospel, is greater. 

2.  How is Jesus greater? 
 
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are My son, today I have begotten you”? 
Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to Me a son”?  
 



 

 

A. Psalm 2 - Coronation song–celebrating that a King is being crowned 
1) In this day, 99% of sons took on the occupation of their father 
2) So in this case, the title of Son = King. God the Father has made Jesus the King 

B. 2 Samuel 7 - This is a prophecy of a King who would be in the line of King David and 
whose reign will never end 

C. Jesus is the Chosen King. This is a role that no angel ever had or will have. 
Deuteronomy 32:43/Psalm 97:7 
Hebrews 1:6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,  “Let all God’s 
angels worship him.”  

1) Who alone is worthy of worship? God 
Psalm 104:4 
Hebrews 1:7 Of the angels he says, “He makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of 
fire.”  

2) Angels aren't worshipped. They serve as ministers. 
Psalm 45:6-7 
Hebrews 1:8-9 But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of 
uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated 
wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness beyond Your 
companions.”  

3) Here we see Jesus with the same attributes as God the Father: eternal power, 
holiness, righteousness, set apart as greater than all others 

Psalm 102:25-27 
Hebrews 1:10-12 And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the Earth in the beginning, and the 
heavens are the work of Your hands; they will perish, but You remain; they will all wear out 
like a garment, like a robe You will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But You 
are the same, and Your years will have no end.”  

4) Jesus is the creator. He was before anything else existed. And He made it all. 
5) Everything else will wear out and go away, but Jesus, as God, will never change, 

never wear out, never be replaced. 
D. Jesus is Eternal God 

Psalm 110:1 
Hebrews 1:13-14 And to which of the angels has He ever said, “Sit at My right hand until I 
make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to 
serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation?  

E. Jesus is the Conquering Savior 
1) Angels, and the message they delivered exist to serve the King and the message 

He delivered 
2) The Law is the servant of the Gospel.  
3) The Law existed to deliver us to Jesus. 
4) The Law said, "You can't" so that Jesus could say, "But I can." 
5) Jesus has and will defeat every enemy. 

3. Conclusion 
A. Since the messenger is the absolute greatest, so is His message 
B. Jesus' message is the Gospel (New Covenant). Explain the Gospel: 



 

 

1) You have a sin problem: your rebellion racked up a debt to God that you could 
never repay. 

2) Jesus was willing to pay that debt for you by dying on the cross in your place. 
3) You can receive the benefit of Jesus' sacrifice for you by trusting that His sacrifice is 

enough for you. 
4) You can't earn this; you can't pay Him back. You can only receive this as a gift. 

 
Only Jesus is Who the law anticipates, does what the law requires and forgives those the law 
condemns. Why would you ever choose anyone or anything less than Jesus? 
 
4. Response 

A. If you're a typical American, here's what you think in some way, shape or form: "I can 
do this. I can earn this. I can fix what I've broken." 
1) Saving Private Ryan: see all this sacrifice, Tom Hanks says: "Earn this." No! Jesus 

says: "Receive this" 
2) Earning salvation is NOT what the law taught, but left to our own devices, earning 

is how we respond to the law. Because the law, unfinished by the Gospel only 
defines our brokenness and doesn't provide for the fix. 

3) But the law itself POINTED to one who CAN fix what we've broken. 
B. Those who haven't trusted Jesus yet: who have you been listening to? What 

messengers have YOU been trusting? 
1) How trustworthy are these messengers? 
2) I may not know who they are for you, but I can tell you what they've been saying: 

"Prove yourself, fix this, earn this." 
3) You're tired. You're tired of striving to be what you can't be. You’re exhausted from 

wearing the mask of who you should be to hide who you are. 
4) Jesus is greater. He will be who you can't in your place. He will do what you can't in 

your place. He has earned what you've lost in your place. 
5) Just believe. 

C. Believer: Stop going back to works, trying to please God. He's already pleased. Your 
obedience is important, but it must come as a response to love, not as an attempt to 
earn love. Carry the torch. Don't be ashamed. Tell people about Jesus. 


