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I. Intro 
 A.   Children (Gov't study 2015) 
  1.   73.6 million children in the US 
  2.   2014, 0-17 lived with ... 
   a.  69% both parents (not necessarily married) 
   b.  24% mothers 
   c.  4% fathers 
   d.  4% neither parent 
  3.  20% live in poverty 
  4.   24% of seniors in high school use illicit drugs 
  5. 10 out of every 1,000 is reported to be abused 
 B.   The church 
  1.   What is the church's responsibility to the next generation? 
  2.   Church = Followers of Jesus 
II. A biblical perspective 
 A.   Psalm 68:4-6 
  1.   God has always desired family for humanity 
   a.   Hebrews = God causes the solitary ones to dwell in homes. 
   b.   Not just about where people live but about relationships 
  2.   5 & 6 are about God's mercy and his justice 
   a.   We were created to be related, but due to sin, we have been estranged from 

God and estranged from one another. 
   b.   We have an innate longing for family. 
 B.   Galatians 4:4-8 
  1.   Fullness of time ... 
   a.  Millions of children separated from their dad. Creator. God 
   b.   All living in poverty 
   c.   Depended upon dead ends 
   d.   All were abused by sin 
  2.   Significance of adoption is not found in a human adopting another human but 

that God would adopt a human. 
**This is the very heart of the Gospel! 
   a.   Costly to God 
   b.   Legal status - new legal name 
   c.   Spirit of sonship - new nature 
   d.   Right of an heir 
**God loves humankind enough to interrupt His comfort and convenience for their sake! 
 C.   So what ... Judges 2:6-14 
  1.   Read vs 6-14 in The Message 
   a.   Joshua's generation participated in the great work God did. 
   b.   Son/daughter's generation lived under the shadow of God's great work. 
   c.   Grandchildren's generation did not know God nor His great work. 



 

 

   d.   They did evil, abandoned God, and pursued themselves. 
  2.  Lessons 
   a.   When we participate with God, faith is nourished and obedience  follows. 
   b.   When we live through others’ faith, we, at best, may save ourselves and pass 

nothing on to others. 
   c.   It is our solemn duty to teach and launch our kids into the work of God which 

means we must let go of what we want from God and allow the Holy Spirit to 
lead them. 

III. Love all our kids... 
 A.   The biggest challenge for kids today is us. 
  1.   Do you experience the great works of God? 
  2.   Do you live in the shadow of other believers? 
**Join with & Sit under... 
**Are you committed to participating in what God is doing today?  (not demanding that God 
do what He did yesterday.) 
 B.   The biggest challenge for us is allowing God to work his way in the world today. 
  1.   Are you holding on to what God did in the past? 
  2.   Are you partnering with what God is doing today? 
 


