
 

 

Don't Stop Believin' October 25, 2015 
Series, “Hebrews” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Hebrews 3:7-19  
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Review:  
  1.   My opinions + my preferences + my church = Our funeral 
  2.   Jesus’ sacrifice + Jesus Gospel + Jesus church surrendered = Our salvation 
**Jesus must be the foundation and focus of everything that we think and do. 
 B.   The recipients of this letter lived during a time where tomorrow was unpredictable, 

with the exception that they did know that things would get more difficult for them. 
II. Don't stop believin’... Heb 3:7-19 
 A.   Presence of the Holy Spirit in Old Testament - speaking through David, Psalm 95:7-11 
 B.   Psalm 95:7b-11 
  1.   God's response to Israel's spiritual condition 
   a.   God delivered them from slavery. 
   b.   God cared for them and revealed His power through signs and wonders. 
   c.   In spite of all God did, there was no spiritual benefit for the Israelites–just the 

opposite: hard hearts. 
  2.   Israel had a heart problem. 
   a.   Hearts wandered which led to unbelief. 
   b.   If we have a disbelieving heart, the result will be a hardened heart. 
    1)  A heart insensitive to the Word and work of God 
    2)  To the point of willingly trading freedom for slavery 
   c.   Therefore God disciplines His children 
    1)  Grace found in discipline (v 9) 
    2)  Discipline vs wrath/punishment 
 C.   Now to us (Hebrews 3:12-15) 
  1.   Guard each other against an unbelieving heart so that we lose no one. 
   a.   "Fall away from the living God ..." 
    1)  Apostasy: only place in Hebrews  
     a)  Abandon the faith and condemned forever? 
     b)  This understanding does not fit the context. Israel departed by refusing 

God's will and wanted to go back to Egypt (slavery). God disciplined 
them in the wilderness but did not allow them to return to Egypt. 

**True believers are saved by Christ alone Who constantly intercedes for them. 
 -  However, this confidence is no excuse for sin. God disciplines His children. 
 -  True believers who doubt God's Word and rebel against Him do not "lose" Heaven as 

presented here, but they do miss the blessing of their inheritance today and they 
suffer under God's heavy hand of discipline rather than enjoy rest of their weary souls. 

 -  Canaan was not "Heaven" but their earthly inheritance as the people of God. 
**Our Canaan 
   b.   Exhort/encourage one another 
    1)  We are required to encourage and fight for one another - sometimes we get 

that mixed up and fight with one another. 



 

 

    2)  We are pushed toward rebellion when we are suffering, persecuted or 
tempted. These may be the catalyst but the foundation is unbelief - just like 
Israel! 

  2.   The truth (Hebrews 3:14-15) 
   a.  Parallel to v 6 
    1)  We are His house and we have come to share in Christ. 
    2)  We demonstrate that we truly belong to Christ by holding firm to the end - 

TENSION! 
   b.   Faith is not a good work that saves us but the means by which we hold on to 

the promises of God and remain/abide in right relationship. 
    1)  Past = we have already come to share in Christ  
    2)  Present = if you are now holding firm to what you've heard 
**Lack of evidence is just that. It does not definitively determine the truth but it can have 
devastating consequences! 
  3.   Therefore, if God is speaking to you today, don't forfeit what He wants for you. 

Don't be like Israel! 
 D.   Final warning (Hebrews 3:16-19) 
  1.   Who are we talking about? 
   a.   Firsthand experience 
   b.   Every possible encouragement 
   c.   Disqualified themselves and lived in discipline rather than rest. 
  2.   Don’t find yourself, like Israel, in a position where you began strong with Christ yet 

over time and testing you begin to crave what you've left behind over what God is 
calling you to ahead. 


