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I. Intro (read passage) 
 A.   To Judge 
  1.   To quickly form a bias or personal opinion abut someone or something 
  2.   Judging is based on thorough knowledge and understanding. 
   a.  Good judgment rests on knowing and understanding the person or situation. 
   b.  Bad judgment rests on a lack of or partial knowledge and understanding. 
 B.   Philippians 1:9-10 
“And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the 
day of Christ,” 
  1.   Godly love includes judgment  
   a.   Includes knowledge and discernment 
   b.   Includes approval (or disapproval) of what is good (or bad) 
  2.   If we are going to love like Jesus loved then we will "judge" others. 
**Now, the warning of Jesus here is that we are called to judge like He judged, not how our 
pride directs us to judge. 
 C.   The problem: 
  1.   We naturally judge from pride, which includes a protection of what we value and 

treasure. 
  2.   The Pharisees were guilty of poor/false judgments about themselves, about others 

and even about God! 
**In Matthew 7, Jesus gives us what, in our culture, would be called, "An Idiot's Guide to 
Judging" 
II. Principles of godly judgment 
 A.   Begin with yourself  
  1.   You will be judged (verse 1) 
   a.   Judge in a way that recognizes that you (and others) are subject to a final and 

definitive judgment. 
   b.   Verb "judged": once and for all; final judgment by Christ 
   c.  The pharisees took on the role of final judges and did not bear in mind that 

they were subject to judgment as well. 
   d.   As we pursue good judgment we will maintain balance by considering our just 

and final judge - Jesus Christ. 
  2.   You are being judged (verse 2) 
   a.   Fact of life: you are being judged by others - the way you are judged will, in 

part, be determined by how people experience judgment from you. 
   b.   Golden rule: treat others the same way you want them to treat you. 
  3.   You must see clearly to help others (verses 3-5) 
   a.   Purpose of judging: to serve others, not to condemn them or make yourself feel 

better than them 
    1)  Help them see what they can't 
    2)  Help them transform into the likeness of Christ 



   b.   Cannot judge accurately (w/knowledge and understanding) if our vision is 
impaired 

    1)  Not mastery, but awareness and surrender 
    2)  When impaired, we will just try to look better than others by pointing out 

their faults. 
   c.   We judge others’ actions and attitudes, not their motives. 
    1)  Good works with bad motives; bad works with good motives 
    2)  Motives are Jesus’ turf (Romans 2:16; Colossians 3:22-25) 
“They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also 
bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them on that day when, 
according to my Gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.” (Romans 2:15-16) 

“Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-
service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever you do, 
work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. For the wrongdoer will be paid 
back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.” (Colossians 3:22-25) 
   d.   Speck removal 
    1)  Just like the human eye, there is great potential for damage. 
    2)  Patience and sensitivity 
   e. Warning: 
    1)   Shallow self-examination: fail to examine our hearts thoroughly 
    2.)  Perpetual autopsy: self-condemnation and unbalanced self-focus; Satan 

condemns but Jesus forgives and restores. Who will you assist? 
 B.  Judgment of others (v6) 
  1.   Sheep, dogs and pigs 
   a.   As we interact with others we are responsible to consider where they are. 
   b.   Sheep, dogs and pigs 
    1)  Jesus spent the most time with people who desired real  
     transformation (sheep). 
    2)  Jesus refused to even talk to Herod (Luke 23:9) (pig). 
    3)  Paul refused to argue with people who resisted the Word  
     (Acts 13:44-49) (dogs). 
   c.   God has entrusted us with "holy things.” 
    1)  Dogs don't care about wisdom. 
    2)  Pigs don't care about transformation and will attack when given  
     godly wisdom. 
**Don't spend much time with those who don't care - revealed by their actions and attitudes 
 - Love them radically but be responsible for you, not them. 
 - Be open and ready when the Holy Spirit convicts them. 
  2.   Judgment is not to condemn others, it is to minister to others. 
   a.   Jesus dealt with people according to their spiritual needs and condition. 
   b.   Consider the condition before opening your mouth. 
*Sometimes godly judgment looks alot like encouragement and compassion. It is always love 
- you can't separate biblical judgment from love. 



III.  Challenge 
 A.   Our world is in desperate need of biblical and godly judgment from the church as 

defined by the words of Jesus here. 
 B.   So go and judge well. 
  1.  Begin with you. 
  2.  Go and minister to others. 


