
 

 

Two Questions November 20, 2016 
Series, “Life Upside Down” Director Kyle Belden 
Matthew 7:13-20 
 
Matthew 7:13-20 
13 “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and 
those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and 
those who find it are few. 
 
A Tree and Its Fruit 
15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 
16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 
17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree 
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.” 
 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
Mornings like today are important because they remind us that the things we have been learning 
about week after week are not just theory, that even though the world is dark and broken, that Jesus 
does bring change and hope into lives. He is faithful to produce His good fruit in us. 
 
What we are going to talk about today, our passage today, fits really well with what we have seen in 
the baptisms and in the testimony of Joni already this morning. It rounds out and challenges us in a 
few ways. 
 
We have been working through this series called Life Upside Down. 
 
We have seen Jesus address a ton of different issues and tell His followers, “This is how we are to 
respond to people, this is how we live.” 
 
Our passage today changes gears and moves from explaining what God’s Kingdom looks like to 
asking the question, “Do you want in?” and if so, here is what it takes.  
 
He is coming to the close of this sermon He has been talking through with this group of people. 
 
Jesus uses a number of metaphors to help us better understand what it looks like to follow Him. 
 
The first we will look at today is His comparison between two roads. 
 
The wide and easy road is the option where we get to be in charge, and it’s ruled by sin. It always leads 
to destruction. 
 
But Jesus offers another way. This other option is narrow and difficult, the only way to find it is 
through Jesus and unfortunately most people will choose to reject it. 
 



 

 

But the hope in this statement is that even though this path is narrow and difficult, it’s the path that 
leads to life. 
 
Illustration about the Dungeness spit 
 
Being a Christian is hard; it’s difficult. Living life as we have talked about is difficult. Living in humility 
and prayer and forgiveness and trust is hard. But if we want to find real life, this is the path that we 
must walk. 
 
Then Jesus moves on to talk about the consequences of the choice of which path we are choosing. 
 
Jesus gives us a warning that in our life we are going to run into people who are damaging God’s 
Kingdom, muddying the water of what it means to follow Jesus. But what Jesus makes clear is that 
what your life is producing is a very good indicator of what is going on inside of you. 
 
If you have chosen the wide path, you are a diseased tree that will only produce bad fruit. 
If you have chosen the narrow path, you’re a good tree and your life will, must produce good fruit like 
we have been talking about. 
 
The fruit Jesus talks about is what we have spent the past few months walking through. 
 
This connects so well with what we have seen because people here today have chosen the narrow 
road and are publicly letting the world know that. 
 
We have seen the story of Joni and the life of someone who has surrendered their life day after day 
and has seen this good fruit produced in her life and through her ministry. 
 
I tried to be clever or “interesting” with this passage, but there is no need. This is the simple Gospel. 
“Here is what My Kingdom looks like, now choose. Will you follow Me, take My narrow path? If you do I 
will produce the fruit inside of you that resembles My Kingdom.” 
 
So today we can ask ourselves two questions: 
1. What path am I on? 
2. What is my life producing? 
 
Today is an opportunity for those on the wide path to accept the invitation of Jesus to walk the narrow 
road that leads to life. It’s also an opportunity for those of us who look at what our life is producing 
and there is a disconnect between what comes out of your life and what we have been talking about. 
This is an opportunity to repent anew and surrender to Jesus in our lives. 
 
Invitation to come forward and pray 


