
 

 

Pursuit of the King December 6, 2015 
Series, “Pursuit of the King” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Matthew 2:1-2 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Read Matthew 2:1-2 
  1.   Everyone is in pursuit.  
  2.   Wisemen/Kings from the east; local kings; priests and scribes; all very busy 
 B.   Today we are going to focus on v1-2 where men from the east came looking for 

a very unique King. 
II. Pursuit of the King (v1-2) 
 A.  The Wise Men 
  1.  Very little known 
  2.   What we do know 
   a.   Wealthy scholars who studied the stars - learned and  skilled - not 

horoscope/palm reader types 
   b.   Gentiles. Make a mental note of that one. 
   c.   Three gifts does not equal three men (enough of an entourage to trouble 

the whole city). 
   d.   Seeking a baby who they believed would be King. 
 B.   Three things the Wise Men knew about Jesus 
  1.   Jesus is the Messiah, King of the Jews 
   a.   Thoughts about kings 
    1)  All kings are not equal. 
    2)  Kings chosen by birth not by the masses 
    3)  We do not choose kings, but we do choose how to respond to them. 
   b.   Micah 5:2-5a 
“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me One Who is to be ruler in Israel, Whose coming forth 
is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore He shall give them up until the time when 
she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of His brothers shall return to the 
people of Israel. And He shall stand and shepherd His flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord His God. And they shall dwell secure, for now 
He shall be great to the ends of the Earth. And He shall be their peace” 
    1)  From old or ancient days; Shepherd with strength of the Lord and in His 

name; be great to the ends of the Earth; He will not just bring peace, 
but will be peace 

    2)  Note: Herod was looking for "where," what if he asked "who" instead? 
  2.   Jesus is to be worshipped by all nations. 
   a.   Beyond Jerusalem, beyond Rome, even to the Far East (end of the world) 
   b.   Wise men = Gentiles 



 

 

    1)  Some of the first to set out in pursuit of Jesus were Gentiles. 
    2)  From the very beginning, Jesus came to be the Savior of the whole world. 
  3.   God directs the universe to make Jesus known and worshipped. 
   a.   "We saw His star when it rose and we've come to worship." 
    1)  Not just a star Mary paid to have named after Jesus for $34.99 with a 

certificate of authenticity 
    2)  Again, wise, scholarly, studied men were led to Christ by the universe. 
   b.   Star theories 
    1)  Comet, nova/supernova, planetary conjunction or the Silver Surfer 
    2)  Danger of having a mentality for the marginal   
 3)  What's significant about the star 
     a)  It's doing something it cannot do on its own. 
     b)  Only one person can be behind the intentionality of the star: God. 
**God is guiding foreigners to Christ to be worshiped. He is exerting global/universal 
influence and power to get it done. 


