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Matthew 1:18-25 
 
Introduction 
- One of my heroes: Major Richard Winters (101st airborne, Easy Co.), WW2 
- Described by his men as a leader of leaders, man of few words, but a man of action 
1. This morning’s Scripture is about another man like this: Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father. And 

ultimately this story is about Jesus. 
2. Matthew’s priority in writing this passage is to show beyond a shadow of a doubt that 

Jesus is THE King Who was prophesied to be descended from David and reign forever. 
3. And if we take a step back and look at the entirety of the book of Matthew, we see that 

Matthew’s deepest desire in writing this book is to show us the King and His Kingdom. 
a. What is Jesus the King like? 
b. What will the people of Jesus’ Kingdom be like? We saw the answer to this question in 

the Sermon on the Mount. (Life Upside Down series) 
4. Every time we zoom in to a specific story in the book of Matthew, he’s leveraging that 

story to accomplish this purpose: to describe King Jesus and describe the followers of 
King Jesus. 
a. So in this story about Jesus’ birth and the decisions that Joseph had to make, Matthew 

is using the story of Joseph as an example of a person surrendered to King Jesus. 
b. And what we see is a man who is full of mercy, trust and action. 

 
Matthew 1:18 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the  
Holy Spirit.  
 
1. Culturally for Joseph, this was a very serious situation. 

a. Today, this same situation would have obvious relational implications but in Joseph's 
day, Mary being pregnant before marriage had very serious legal implications. 

b. Betrothal was a binding agreement between families—much more serious than 
engagement—a legal divorce was the only way to end a betrothal. 

2. Mary being "found … with child" was more than adequate grounds for Joseph to     
divorce her. 
a. If he didn't, it was likely the people would assume that Joseph had sinned and 

fathered the child. 
b. The only way for Joseph to protect his reputation as a righteous man would have 

been to divorce Mary. It would have publicly shown him to be following the law and 
also vindicate his blamelessness in the pregnancy. 

3. For a good, law-abiding Jew, divorce was literally the only option Joseph had. 
a. It wouldn't have been cold-hearted or even unforgiving. It's the way he would have 

HAD to react whether he wanted to or not. 
b. But here's where we begin to get a peek into the kind of man Joseph was. 



 

 

 
Matthew 1:19 
And her husband Joseph, being a just [righteous: dikaios] man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  
 
1. In these circumstances, Joseph was entitled, if he so chose, to hold a public trial to 

determine who was responsible for Mary’s pregnancy. 
a. Having a public trial would have been the only sure way for Joseph to vindicate his 

own reputation. 
b. But he chose to divorce her without trial, even though her soon-to-be-apparent 

pregnancy would most likely have caused people to suspect him and question his 
character. 

c. If Joseph followed conventional “wisdom", he would have dealt with this publicly. 
1. No doubt his family and friends—people who were invested in his future—were 

telling him that it would be reputation suicide not to vindicate himself publicly. 
2. But he didn't. He wouldn't. 

2. And this is a beautiful picture painted with words: Matthew designed this sentence that 
shows Joseph both as RIGHTEOUS and MERCIFUL. 
a. In a day where culturally, the righteous thing to do would be to publicly vindicate  

your reputation, Matthew paints a different picture for people who would follow 
Jesus. 

b. In Jesus' Kingdom, righteousness is accomplished by merciful love. 
c. Lilly: friend at school said something really mean and embarrassing about her 

1. I told her it was ok to put the girl in her place. 
2. Lilly's response: but I don't want to embarrass her or hurt her 
3. I often find myself wanting to be like my daughters when I grow up. 

3. A person, fully surrendered to Jesus, is characterized by merciful love. 
This is why God chose Joseph to be Jesus’ dad. 

 
Matthew 1:20-21 
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 
for He will save His people from their sins.”  
 
1. This isn't a rebuke of Joseph, because he had done nothing wrong. Also he was planning 

nothing wrong. 
2. This was a very necessary redirection of Joseph. 
3. Without this miraculous message, Joseph’s only legitimate option was to divorce Mary. It 

was the right thing to do. 
4. "Son of David": the angel's reference to Joseph's relation to David is both a cue to the 

reader AND TO JOSEPH what is going on here. 
a. As a devout Jew, Joseph would have known that the Savior (messiah) would come 

from the line of David and from the womb of a virgin. 



 

 

b. The angel is saying, “all those prophecies of the Messiah you’ve been waiting for, 
that’s what's happening here!” 

5. “She will bear a son, and YOU shall call His name Jesus” 
a. A man naming a child that was not his own was one way legal adoptions were done in 

ancient Israel. 
b. "Joseph, Mary's son will be the messianic King and His legitimate claim to David's 

throne will come through YOU!" 
6. The angel also vindicates Mary by assuring Joseph that her pregnancy isn't the result of 

evil. In fact, her pregnancy is the result of quite the opposite: the Holy Spirit. 
a. God handpicked Joseph to be Mary’s husband and, in every way, Jesus’ daddy. 
b. “And I want you to name Him ‘Jesus.’ Joshua, Yeshua: “The Lord Saves” 
c. Reference to Psalm 130: 8: “And He will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.” 

 
Matthew 1:22-23 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet [in Isaiah 7:14]: “Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which 
means, God with us).  
 
1. Matthew now gives commentary to his readers on the importance of this story. 
2. Prophecy had foretold that the messiah would be born from a virgin. 
3. Matthew wrote this story about Joseph and Mary to get to this point: "Jesus is the Messiah 

predicted in Isaiah. And this is how He was both born of a virgin, but also has claim to the 
Davidic throne ... because Joseph was the father who named Him." 

 
Matthew 1:24-25 
When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his 
wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a Son. And he called His name Jesus. 
 
1. Nowhere in the Bible are any of Joseph’s words recorded. Only His actions. 
2. As soon as Joseph woke from the dream, his actions were immediately in line with           

his faith. 
a. Here's what Joseph's actions tell us about Joseph: Sacrificing his own dignity, his own 

reputation, his own right to a good name, his own ‘kingdom of Joseph’ ... Joseph, in 
humility chose to be about the Kingdom of Jesus over the kingdom of Joseph. 

b. Joseph’s trust in God compelled him to act, to obey. 
3. A person, fully surrendered to Jesus, is characterized by active trust. 
4. Humility and surrender to the will of God is the only path to true greatness. 

a. Joseph almost certainly lost his good name over this. It likely cost him relationships, 
standing in the community, influence in his family and probably even business as        
a carpenter. 

b. But his faith in the Father caused him to lay all that aside for that of infinitely greater 
worth: the Kingdom of Jesus. 

c. This is the kind of person that God trusts. 



 

 

1. Later, in chapter 2, it is Joseph who, AGAIN, God chooses to speak to in order to 
protect Jesus (Matthew 2:13,19-23) 

2. Because God knew, no matter the personal cost, Joseph would trust Him             
and obey. 

3. Because he was a surrendered man: a man of merciful love, a man of active trust.  
5. A person who wants to be great in the Kingdom of Heaven must be 

small in the kingdom of “me.” 
 
*Set up Communion 
Conclusion (after communion) 
1. It would be a mistake if we didn’t stop and recognize something personal that this word 

from God sets on the table before us. 
1. Matthew writes that Jesus “will save His people from their sins.” 
2. Please don’t overlook the obvious. People need to be saved from their sin. 
3. YOU need to be saved from your sin. 

2. Have you been saved from your sin? 
1. This doesn’t happen automatically. 
2. Ephesians 2 says that we are saved by the grace of God through Jesus. As a gift, NOT 

something you earn by being good enough. 
3. It is through FAITH (trust!) in Jesus alone that you are saved. 

1. Have you trusted Jesus to save you? 
2. Or are you still trying to be good enough? 
3. It will never work. 

4. If you want to trust Jesus to save you, take the card in front of you that says “I have 
surrendered my life to Jesus” 

5. Bring that up front when we dismiss, and one of our prayer team would love to talk with 
you about what it means to surrender to Jesus. 


