
 

 

Christmas Sunday December 20, 2015 
Series, “Pursuit of the King” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Matthew 2:9-12 
 
I. Intro 
 A.  Celebrating the birth of Christ 
 B.  Three responses to Christmas... 
  1.  Hostile (Herod): eliminate Jesus from your life because He threatens your 

sovereignty 
  2.  Indifferent (Scribes): know about and can even quote verses but don't go out of 

your way to seek Him or walk with Him 
  3.  Moved (Wise Men): responded to the light and overcame every hindrance until you 

find, worship, and begin to follow Jesus 
II. How do wise men and women respond to Jesus? 
 A.  The wise respond to Jesus as King in spite of the difficulties of the process. 
  1.  The long journey, star not always visible, costly, frustrating, dangerous, 

inconvenient, etc. 
  2.  Finding/following Jesus is worth any difficulty you or I may face in the process. 
 B.  The wise respond to Jesus as King in spite of the disinterest of others. 
  1.  Are you moved or unmoved by Jesus? 
   a.  Scribes: could explain where He was born, they did not accompany the wise 

men. They knew the most significant birth in history but made no movement. 
The power that moved Heaven and Earth left them completely unmoved and 
disinterested. 

   b.  Wise Men: barely anything to go on but a rumor or a whisper but were moved 
to abandon their lives as they knew them and go find Jesus 

  2.  Finding/following Jesus is the most significant pursuit/decision you have before 
you. It does not matter the interest of others, respected or not. 

 C.  The wise respond to Jesus as King in spite of their own disappointments. 
  1.  Why disappointed?  
   a.  Longer journey than expected, lack of help or participation, etc. 
   b.  Finding Jesus in a peasant home with no royal blood to mention 
   c.  Yet, they "rejoiced exceedingly with great joy" 
    1)  Quadruple way of saying they were happy, excited, satisfied 
    2)  Their response does not match what you would expect after this long 

journey resulting in finding a toddler who "just can't wait" to be King. 
  2.  Finding/following Jesus will result in joy anchored in Who you’re following, not 

what is happening. 
 D.  The wise respond to Jesus as King in spite of their dignity. 
  1.  Laying aside dignity, humility in pursuit of a toddler 
   a.  Fell down before Jesus  
    1)  You are high, I am low. 
    2)  You are great, we are lowly by comparison. 
   b.  Giving of sacrificial and valuable gifts. 
    1)  Not need-meeting, not is it a bribe. 



 

 

    2)  The joy that I pursue (v10) is not the hope of getting rich with things from 
You. I have not come to You for Your things, but for Yourself. And this 
desire I now intensify and demonstrate by giving up things, in the hope of 
engaging You more, not engaging things more. By giving You what You do 
not need, and what I might enjoy, I am saying more earnestly and more 
authentically, 'You are my treasure, not these things.'" 

  2.  Finding/following Jesus requires our surrender and sacrifice. 
   **verse 12: 
   a) Did not set up a shrine or write a book 
   b) These men sought Jesus and when they found Him, they worshipped Him. 

They then returned home no doubt different men who shared their story the 
King who brings salvation and hope to all nations. 

III. So, this Christmas 
 A.  Are you moved like the wise men? 
  1.  You've got options: hostile or indifferent. 
  2.  Only one choice leads to life, satisfaction and freedom. 
 B.  William Law, an 18th century devotional writer challenges us with this: 
  "When the first spark of a desire after God arrives in your soul, cherish it with all your 

care, give all your heart unto it. … Follow it as gladly as the wise men of the East 
followed the star from Heaven that appeared to them. It will do for you as the star did 
for them: it will lead you to the birth of Jesus, not in a stable at Bethlehem of Judea, 
but to the birth of Jesus in your own soul." 

 C.  Today, God is calling us to depart to our own countries (the place we live week in and 
week out) different men and women who share our story about the King, Jesus, Who 
brings salvation and hope to all people. 


