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Mark 4:1–2

Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd 
that gathered around him was so large that he got 
into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the 
people were along the shore at the water’s edge. 
He taught them many things by parables, and in his 
teaching said: 





Mark 4:14

The farmer sows the word.









Mark 4:9

Then Jesus said, 
“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”



Mark 4:10–11

When he was alone, the 
Twelve and the others around 
him asked him about the 
parables. 

He told them, “The secret of 
the kingdom of God has been 
given to you. 



Mark 4:11–12

But to those on the outside 
everything is said in parables so 
that, “ ‘they may be ever seeing 
but never perceiving, and ever 
hearing but never 
understanding; otherwise they 
might turn and be forgiven!’”



Mark 4:13

Then Jesus said to them, 
“Don’t you understand this 
parable? How then will you 
understand any parable?



Mark 4:14

The farmer sows the word.



Mark 4:15

Some people are like seed along the path, 
where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, 
Satan comes and takes away the word that was 
sown in them.



Mark 4:16–17

Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the 
word and at once receive it with joy. But since 
they have no root, they last only a short time. 
When trouble or persecution comes because of 
the word, they quickly fall away. 



Mark 4:18–19

Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear 
the word; but the worries of this life, the 
deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for 
other things come in and choke the word, 
making it unfruitful. 



Galatians 5:22–23

But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and 
self-control. 



Mark 4:20

Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the 
word, accept it, and produce a crop—some 
thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what 
was sown. 



You are not 
the soil.

Some people are like seed along the path…

Others, like seed sown on good soil…

You are the place 
where seed and 

soil meet.



What Kind of Soil are You Surrounding 
Yourself With?

• Hard Soil (Resistant)

• Rocky Soil (Superficial)

• Thorny Soil (Distracted)

• Good Soil (Receptive)



God sows generously.

He is planting His love in you.



Jeremiah 17:7–8 
“But blessed is the one who 
trusts in the LORD, whose 
confidence is in him. They 
will be like a tree planted by 
the water that sends out its 
roots by the stream. It does 
not fear when heat comes; 
its leaves are always green. 
It has no worries in a year of 
drought and never fails to 
bear fruit.” 


