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Wise people are teachable

Wise people speak wise words



Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
discipline.

Proverbs 9:10–12

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. 



Luke 6:45
The good man brings good things 
out of the good stored up in his 
heart, and the evil man brings 
evil things out of the evil stored 
up in his heart. For out of the 
overflow of his heart his mouth 
speaks. 



Proverbs 15:1–2

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh 
word stirs up anger. 

The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, 
but the mouth of the fool gushes folly.



Proverbs 15:3–4

The eyes of the LORD are everywhere, keeping 
watch on the wicked and the good. 

The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but 
a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit.



Proverbs 15:5–6

A fool spurns his father’s discipline, but whoever 
heeds correction shows prudence. 

The house of the righteous contains great 
treasure, but the income of the wicked 
brings them trouble.



Proverbs 15:7–8

The lips of the wise spread knowledge; not so the 
hearts of fools. 

The LORD detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but 
the prayer of the upright pleases him.



Wise people speak words that are:

•Life-Giving
•Intentional
•Honest



Life-Giving Words
Proverbs 15:1
A gentle answer turns away wrath but a 
harsh word stirs up anger.

Proverbs 15:4
The tongue that brings healing is a tree of 
life, but a deceitful tongue crushes the 
spirit.

Proverbs 25:11
A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold 
in settings of silver.



Life-Giving Words

Proverbs 16:24
Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet 
to the soul and healing to the bones.

Proverbs 10:21
The lips of the righteous nourish many, 
but fools die for lack of sense.

Proverbs 12:18
Reckless words pierce like a sword, but 
the tongue of the wise brings healing.



Intentional Words
Proverbs 15:2

The tongue of the wise commends 
knowledge, but the mouth of the fool 
gushes folly.

Proverbs 15:28
The heart of the righteous weighs its 
answers, but the mouth of the wicked 
gushes evil.

Proverbs 10:19
When words are many, sin is not absent, but 
he who holds his tongue is wise.



Intentional Words

Proverbs 30:32-33
If you have played the fool and exalted 
yourself, or if you have planned evil, clap 
your hand over your mouth!
For as churning the milk produces butter, 
and as twisting the nose produces blood, 
so stirring up anger produces strife.



Honest Words

Proverbs 15:7

The lips of the wise spread knowledge; not 
so the hearts of fools. 

Proverbs 12:22
The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in 
people who are trustworthy.

Proverbs 26:24
A malicious man disguises himself with his 
lips, but in his heart he harbors deceit.



Honest Words

Proverbs 26:18-19
Like a madman shooting firebrands or 
deadly arrows is a man who deceives his 
neighbor and says, “I was only joking!”

Proverbs 28:23
He who rebukes a man will in the end 
gain more favor than he who has a 
flattering tongue.



The Loophole of Listening

“It’s not what they said, 

it’s how they said it.”



The Excuse of Entitlement

“I’ve been biting my tongue 

and I haven’t said anything 

until now.”



Three Kinds of People 
(according to Proverbs)

– Wise people want to do what is right and 
they listen to correction.

– Fools want to do what is right but they do 
not listen to correction.

– Haters want to do evil and they do not 
listen to correction.



How to correct someone (who wants to do right)
• Correct them directly

• Resource them and train them

• Biblical Confrontation:
• Love them and pray for them (Matthew 5:43-44)
•Decide if it can be overlooked (Proverbs 17:9, 19:11)
• Forgive through Christ (Colossians 3:13)
•Deal with your own faults first (Matthew 7:3-5)
• 1-on-1 direct conversation (Matthew 18:15-17)
• Speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15)



How to correct someone 
(who wants to do right but doesn’t listen)

•Biblical Confrontation

• Set limits and consequences
• Find the problem
• State the problem clearly
• If the behavior continues, state the new problem= 

they are not changing
•Decide upon consequences
• Let them own their problem



How to correct someone
(who wants to continue their ways)

•Biblical Confrontation

• Turn them over to God
• Love them and pray for them
• Separate yourself from them (Titus 3:10-11)
•Do not try to fix them (Proverbs 9:7)
•Allow God to change them
• Let their behavior show you the extent of their 

change



Are your words:

•Life-Giving?
•Intentional?
•Honest?

•Christ-like?



John 1:14

The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.



Receive God’s Word of Wisdom.
Speak Wise Words.


