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When we think about the American Dream, so 
much of it has to do with working hard, raising 
a family, owning a home, saving for the future, 
and retiring in comfort.

As Americans we have been blessed with the 
freedom and opportunity to pursue prosperity 
and upward mobility on our own terms.
 
The more you know about my story, the more 
you know how true it is that regardless of 
where we started, or what part of American  
society we come from, we can create and 
achieve our own version of success.

My name is Michael Santos, and I launched Alternative Investment Properties with 
hopes of sharing strategies that have worked for me. Unlike most Americans, I made 
bad decisions as a young man. As a result of those bad decisions, I’ve had to invest time 
and energy to get my life back on track. And I’ve got a well-documented story that 
shows precisely how I went from struggle to prosperity. I’d like to say that I created the 
“strategy” myself. But the truth is, I learned from masterminds. 

Masterminds like Socrates, Mahatma Gandhi, and Viktor Frankl taught me that if I want 
to overcome struggle, I must clearly define success with a few basic principles:

•  Visualize success that I want to achieve.
•  Create a plan that will take me from where I am to where I want to go.
•  Put priorities in place.
•  Execute the plan every day with a 100% commitment.

You can get a glimpse of the full story with my book that I offer, free of charge, to all who 
would like. If you haven’t gotten the book yet, click the link below to download it now:

PRISON TO PARADISE:

                               How I Built Assets Worth $5 Million Within Five Years of My Release
                               From 26 Years in Prison, and How You Can Succeed, Too!
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At Alternative Investment Properties, I’d like 
to present strategies that can help you achieve 
your American dream. While the notion of 
prosperity has not changed, I very much 
believe that the world has changed. And I’m 
committed to sharing investment strategies—
and presenting opportunities—that can lead to 
your growing prosperity and financial security.

Through my courses I create, I’ve been 
teaching personal-growth strategies to 
others for decades. Over the past five years, 
numerous government agencies have paid 
me tens of thousands to teach my courses to 
hundreds of thousands of people. Some of 
those clients include:

•  The Department of Justice
•  The United States Federal Courts
•  The Federal Bureau of Prisons
•  The United States Federal Probation Department
•  The California Department of Corrections
•  The New York City Department of Corrections
•  The State of Maine Department of Corrections
•  The State of Washington Department of Corrections
•  The Los Angeles County Office of Education
•  The Orange County Department of Education

Why do those government agencies pay thousands in licensing fees for courses I 
developed? Because the system is effective at helping people overcome struggle and 
prepare for lives of success, regardless of external factors or influences. 

If the system could inspire and educate hundreds of thousands of people, and it could 
prepare me for success after 26 years in federal prison, it can work for you. 

Strategies I teach can help you build more success in your life. If the opportunities I offer 
make sense to you, then take action. Contact me by email, text, or a phone call at the 
following numbers:

Email: Michael@MichaelSantos.com
Call or text: 949-520-0236
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This complimentary publication will offer 
a brief history of monetary risk, outline 
the current threats to building wealth, and 
highlight the viability of using alternative 
investments as a strategy to build prosperity. 

My wife and I are particularly concerned 
about avoiding market volatility. We search for 
opportunities that will allow our prosperity to 
build, regardless of market forces or political 
climates.

I’m committed to helping others achieve success in all areas of life, regardless of external 
forces. As my wife and I move into our mid-50s, we know what we must pay attention              
to economic forces that can threaten our preparations for retirement. Others must do              
the same.

We live in a volatile economic climate. With my unusual background, I’ve had to learn 
how to succeed regardless of external, unpredictable, and volatile environments. 
Strategies that guided my decisions through struggle are even more effective at 
preparing for success without struggle. By adhering to those strategies, I’ve built a 
portfolio of assets that are worth more than $5 million and growing; they generate a 
predictable cash income that exceeds $30,000 per month. As a result of the asset base 
we’ve built, I’m now in a position to both teach others and to offer opportunities that 
others can seize.  

Prosperity is a large part of well-being and future quality of life.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions you may have. I welcome 
opportunities to help others get started on a plan to build prosperity in ways that do not 
correlate to the volatile stock market. 

If the investment opportunity makes sense for you, you can diversify your portfolio 
just as my wife and I have done. Ordinarily, these opportunities require a five-year time 
horizon. 

Contact me to learn more about alterntive-investment strategies I’m using today, 
including litigation funding and real estate.

Sincerely,
Michael Santos
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LESSONS FROM THE PAST: THE CRASH/CRISIS FACTOR 

We cannot have a conversation about protecting our financial future without first 
considering our financial past. History is filled with signs that tell us what we can expect 
going forward. A look back over the past century reveals familiar and almost cyclical 
conditions that precede historic crises, panics and collapses. 

In 1907, the US stock market was young and the money supply was tight. When an  
attempt to corner the market on copper failed, it led to a run on the banks. Multiple 
institutions collapsed including the Knickerbocker Trust Company, New York City’s 
third-largest and The Westinghouse Electric Company. The Panic of 1907 was a 
watershed event as stocks plunged, banks failed, Wall Street bankers and the US 
treasury pumped out millions of dollars to prop up weak institutions. The crisis 
forever changed the country’s collective view of the banking system. 

Wall Street was riding high in 1929. Speculation was running rampant and easy credit 
abounded, but the economy was fundamentally weak. Auto sales were slumping, 
steel production was falling, and home construction had slowed to a crawl. When 
companies started posting losses, stock holders cashed in causing share prices to 
tumble. On Black Tuesday, October 29, 1929, stock prices fell by $40 billion in a single 
day. By the following year, the market had lost 90% of its value in a monumental 
collapse of capital that ultimately contributed to The Great Depression.

•

•

On Monday, October 19, 1987 stock 
markets around the world crashed in what 
would be called Black Monday. I remember 
that date distinctly, because at the time 
I was locked in the Kent City Jail. I was 
23 years old and waiting for my judicial 
proceedings to play out, which would 
lead to my serving 26 years in prison. By 
the end of that month, US markets had 
lost over 22%, Hong Kong lost 45.5% and 
the UK lost 26.45%.There were several 
trigger theories including new computer 
trading, portfolio insurance, a weak dollar, 
overvalued stocks, and a sizable US trade 
deficit. In an effort to avoid a recession, the 
Fed flooded the banks with money which 
averted a deeper disaster but also set the 
stage for the 1989 Savings and Loan Crisis. 

•
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The Great Recession of 2008 started in late 2007 and extended through the summer 
of 2009 and resulted in an approximate loss of $16 trillion in US household wealth. I 
remember those moments, too. At the time, I’d been in prison for longer than 20 years 
and I wondered how the economic climate would influence prospects for my success 
once I got out. Unemployment soared to 10.1%, business investment slowed, and a 
severe economic contraction ensued. Fueled by highly accommodative interest rates, 
relaxed lending criteria, and a lack of mortgage regulations that was memorialized in 
the movie The Big Short, consumers embarked on a borrowing frenzy that catapulted 
household debt. When the speculative housing bubble finally popped, a flood of 
short sales and foreclosures inundated the real estate market, undermining home 
valuations, destroying net worth, and fueling a broader financial crisis.

•

MODERN DEBT AND OVER-VALUATION  

So here we are in 2018. Many of those lessons from history are finding new relevance. US 
Debt has just surpassed yet another worrisome threshold, breaking the $21 trillion mark. 
We know that heavy government debt results in:

•  Slowing economic growth
•  Reduction in capital investment
•  Weaker productivity
•  Pressure on wages

Military and economic experts also argue that 
the massive American debt level presents a 
grave and growing threat to national security. 
With debt levels of more than $20 trillion, our 
country isn’t as strong as it could be when it 
comes to responding to threats from terror, 
social disorder, and international conflicts.

Wall Street’s “Roaring Twenties” optimism 
is a sober reminder of market risk. As in the 
various crises of the past, easy money policies 
and a swollen money supply have pushed 
stock values to record levels. Some claim that 
the current degree of over-valuation is more 
dangerous than any previous asset bubble in 
history.
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In 2009, in the dark days of the recession, 
the Dow Jones Industrial Averages traded 
dropped like a brick. On October 11, 2007, 
the market hit a high of 14,198. Then the long 
slide began. Investors lost trillions in value by 
the time the market hit its low of 6,443, on 
March 6, 2009. That represented a 54% loss in 
market value.

For nearly 10 years, the market has been 
growing. But with that growth has come 
market volatility. It’s not uncommon for the 
markets to rise or fall by triple digits, and some 
days it rises or falls by more than 1,000 points. 
It may make sense to diversify into different 
types of asset classes that do not correlate to 
the stock market.

We live in uncertain times. But it isn’t only the 
stock market that has enjoyed an enormously 
successful bull market. Real estate values, too, 
have grown by unprecedented level since the 
recession. In fact, in some parts of the U.S., real 
estate values have reached such heights that 
valuations have put home ownership beyond 

That problem became clear to my wife and me at the start of 2018. 

Carole and I began using leverage to buy real estate toward the end of the recession, 
in 2012. Over the next several years, we did more than $9 million worth of real estate 
transactions. Those transactions resulted in our building a net worth of more than $1 
million and acquiring assets worth more than $3 million. I don’t say that to pat myself on 
the back—because it wasn’t really skill. Anyone who started buying real estate in 2012 
in markets like San Francisco or Southern California did well. Just as anyone who started 
buying high quality stocks in 2012 did well.

In 2018, Carole and I saw changes in the market that we could not ignore. When I began 
looking to purchase a new investment property in Orange County, California, I realized 
that the economics were such that it no longer made sense. I couldn’t curse the market, 
because that wouldn’t help. Instead, I would have to respond. There wasn’t any way that 
the same types of investments I’d been making in California would generate the same 
types of returns that I build over the previous five years. I would have to take a different 
approach.
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Similarly, people who began investing in stocks in 2012 have enjoyed great returns. Is it 
likely that the stocks in 2018 will continue soaring at the same levels that they’ve been 
soaring since the market lows of 2009?

I answered no to that question. That’s why I began looking at alternative investments.

The recent recession gave me reason to think strategically. I saw how market forces 
decimated retirement holdings for millions of Americans. Besides that, I could look 
at other macro-economic factors and see that there were excellent reasons to begin 
exploring alternative investment strategies. I sensed pressure in the United States, 
including:

•  Dramatically lower oil prices
•  Household income being flat
•  Growing gaps between the wealthy and the poor
•  A bull market that has been growing for nearly a decade
•  80 million people who would be retiring and living on a fixed income

All of those factors lead me to believe that the United States was approaching another 
economic bubble. If my background has taught me anything, it’s that there are real risks 
to ignoring the threat that external forces can have on our prospects for success. By 
ignoring the data that we see all around us, we risk our stability in many ways.

HOW LONG CAN THE BULL MARKET CONTINUE BEFORE A
SIGNIFICANT CORRECTION?

RISK PROTECTION: A HUMAN TRADITION
 
The notion of insuring against risk is intrinsic 
to the human species. Evidence of attempts to 
protect property and goods can be found as 
far back as ancient China and Babylonia, when 
merchants and traders attempted to mitigate 
losses during the transport of goods. Ancient 
insurance contracts calculated the perils of 
the caravan trade and early commercial loans 
assessed interest, based upon the threat 
of robbery during transit. The Greeks had 
similar maritime contracts while the Romans 
fashioned an early form of life insurance to 
cover burial and funeral expenses. 
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The first insurance contracts appeared in the 
14th century when marine loans surfaced in 
Genoa, Italy in 1343 and 1347 that were tied 
to the critical maritime trade and designed 
to help mitigate the risk of “the sea and of 
people.” These are generally considered to 
be the progenitors to the modern insurance 
policy as we know it.

This was followed by the conversion of 
Lloyd’s London Coffee House (1688) from a 
meeting place of merchants, businessman, 
capitalists and ship-owners to Lloyd’s of 
London, one of the first true, underwritten 
insurance companies by the end of the 18th 
century. As a solution for risk, Guaranteed 
Insurance Contracts have an equally long 
history. Throughout centuries, this type of 
account has funded empires, subsidized wars, 
financed public works, bankrolled churches, 
and underwritten entire communities through 

Guaranteed Insurance Contracts represented a small share of the US insurance market 
until the calamitous events of the 1930’s sent a stampede of investors to insurance 
products as a safe haven from the panic and monetary melt-down of the stock market 
crash. 

So how safe is your money? 

Many people assume that money in a mutual fund is “safe enough.” They tend to go 
along with that assumption until the day comes when market forces turn against them. 
This approach is akin to an ostrich that attempts to avoid danger when it comes into the 
proximity of a predator. The ostrich buries its head in the sand, believing that since it 
cannot see the predator, the predator may not be able to see it either.

When market forces turn, valuations drop like a brick from a bridge into water. 
Valuations and equity disappear quickly. 

Most working Americans rely upon their contributions to 401K plans and IRA 
contributions.  They typically rely exclusively upon stocks, bonds, mutual funds, or ETFs 
(electronically traded funds) to prepare for their financial stability. 

What do all of those instruments have in common?
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They’re all directly tied to the stock market. If market forces turn, those financial 
instruments suffer mightily, and quickly. The only thing guaranteed about stock market 
returns is that performance is tied to a series of external influences. Anyone who has 
had a retirement account for any length of time knows that market returns can fluctuate 
dramatically. When valuations go up, investors are happy. But when the markets drop, 
some investors feel helpless—as if they have no control.

That’s why it’s crucial to hedge against market forces with alternative investments. 
While serving 26 years in prison, I learned that I must live in the world as it exists, and 
not as I would like it to be. Similarly, like everyone else, I must take all market forces into 
consideration, and make prudent decisions, as I prepare for my future.

If you’ve lost faith in the notion of “buying, holding, and hoping” for the market to rise, 
perhaps it’s time to reconsider your investment strategy.

By owning alterntive investments, you can 
gain peace of mind. The right strategy can 
result in your owning an asset that doesn’t 
coorelate to market forces. This strategy can 
hedge against volatility.

I’ve read that many people who are 
approaching retirement fear running out of 
money more than they fear death. But being 
paralyzed by fear doesn’t solve the problem. 

We have to  think about ways to put our 
capital to work so that our resources grow 
over time.

That was the specific reason that led my wife and me to invest in real estate, in the U.S. 
and abroad. Later, we explored other types of alternative asset classes. 

Currently, I’m focusing on an alternative asset class that includes litigation financing. 
With this strategy, opportunities exist to build exceptional returns over time. 

Alternative assets give us more control over our financial stability. They protect us 
against market corrections. The majority of Americans have worked most of their lives 
saving for retirement. They’ve tucked money away into various funding plans and savings 
accounts in the hopes of sustaining a lifestyle in the post-career years. 
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But an array of factors well beyond anyone’s 
control has altered the savings landscape 
and brought about a host of financial threats. 
Monetary dangers loom large for those in the 
planning and/or early retirement years. 

Economic, political, social, demographic and 
global factors have introduced a new degree of 
risk that put assets and future quality-of-life in 
peril for those who have not prepared. 

Consider the following questions:

1)  Are you diversified in financial products outside of the stock market?
2)  Do you have an asset class that hedges your prosperity?
3)  Do you have a contingency plan if the market corrects?
4)  Does your portfolio provide you with total peace of mind?
5)  What portion of your assets will always have value, regardless of politics or
       performance in the stock market?
6)  Can you say with certainty that you will NEVER LOSE MONEY despite market
       conditions in the U.S? 

In what ways does answering “NO” to any of the questions above threaten your 
retirement plans?

If you haven’t thought about it before, now is a good time to take inventory and assess 
shortfalls in your investment strategy. Think about steps you can take today to make 
yourself less vulnerable to external market forces.

Contemplate strategies you can take today to ensure that regardless of what happens 
elsewhere, you’re doing everything within your power to prepare for prosperity.

Now to be clear, it’s important to note that I’m not a licensed or registered advisor of any 
kind. Many financial professionals earn commissions by providing advice on securities or 
real estate transactions. 

On the contrary, I’m a person who made bad decisions as a young man. Despite those bad 
decisions, I embarked upon a disciplined strategy to prepare for success—regardless of 
market forces or external circumstances.

PAGE 10



Michael@MichaelSantos.com
Call or text: 949-520-0236

I write about the strategies that guided me in 
the free book that anyone can download by 
clicking the following link:

 Prison To Paradise:
 How I Built Assets Worth $5 Million  
 Within Five Years of My Release From  
 26 Years in Prison, and How You Can  
 Succeed, Too!

I’m now in the business of teaching alternative investment strategies, and of creating 
opportunities that others can seize. It’s important for anyone to do their own due 
diligence, just as I do my own due diligence. 

I prepare documents, materials, and offer presentations to show strategies that worked 
for me. I’m 100% confident that if others adhere to the same values-based, goal-oriented 
strategies that I learned from masterminds, they will sow seeds for success in many areas 
of their life—including financial success. As I frequently say, I never ask anyone to do 
anything that I’m not doing.

I provide contact information below to make it easier for anyone who would like to learn 
more about alternative investment strategies, and learn more about opportunities to 
invest without any correlation to the stock market or U.S. economy! 

An alternative investment strategy can lead to success regardless of what happens in 
Washington DC, on Wall Street, or anywhere else in the world.

With hopes that I hear from you, I send my regards.

Sincerely,
Michael Santos
Email: Michael@MichaelSantos.com
Call or text: 949-520-0236
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