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 Preventing Fires in Older Homes—A Guide from an Electrician
If you are buying an older house, chances are you will have to have it inspected. When the electrician does his inspection, he will most certainly ask you how old the home is. That alone will tell him things to be on the lookout for to ensure that your home’s electrical system is up to date and safe for you and your family. 
Getting to Know the Basics
There is a fuse box which controls electricity in every home. It’s what brings power throughout your home from the grid. The fuse box is what breaks up the needed electricity to the various parts of your home. It’s very easy to turn this breaker box on or off and it will come in handy during lightening storms, etc. You should also know how to restore the fuse box in the event that it flips itself off. 
You should also be familiar with these three things: regulations for electricity, the age of the wiring and other electrical systems in the home, and how old your fuse box is. If things are too old, a fire threat becomes bigger.
Truth from an electrician….
The majority of house fires are caused by a faulty electrical system problem. If your home is more than 15 years old, the risk is far greater for electrical fires because the fuse box and wiring are old. If things like this within the house are too old, you will have a tough time getting homeowner’s insurance. A home inspector cannot look inside the walls of your home, no matter how old the home is. This makes it harder for insurance companies to prove how old the electrical wiring really is. However, if the electrician sees a two-pronged outlet that would be a big red flag that the electrical system in the house is far too old. 
Another give away for the home’s age is whether or not the fuse box has been placed inside or outside the house. The new law requiring the boxes to be on the outside of the house will tell you that the house in less than 15 years old. This regulation was passed to allow firefighters to be able to easily shut the power off to the home so they can get in to fight the fire. 

What you should do…
In today’s society, we are gadget and digital device addicted, and this means that to support all the gadgets, computers, etc., you cannot rely on an old electrical system if you’ve bought an old house. It’s a huge fire risk! Be sure to upgrade all the outlets, as well as the fuse box, in order to correctly spread the needed electricity to your home for the entire digital load you will have with the use of technology. 
If you have any doubt about the age of the wiring in your older home, call  a qualified electrician immediately so he can inspect it and upgrade the entire system if need be. It might cost a bit to do it, but it’s crucial that you do not try to overload an older system with the amount of technology we all use. Having an inspection and upgrades done could very well save your life or the lives of your family.
For more information on older homes and electricity, call_____________at________.


