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Depths 

We have so much information thrown at us each day, from entertainment 
to news, social media to the books we read. For believers we add the gift of 
Scripture to the mix and often it can be processes through the filter of our 
crazy lives, and everything else we consume, ending up as a checkered 
tapestry of more noise. This is hardly optimal and frankly not all that 
sustainable. So what if we could wade through the noise and see Jesus more 
clearly? That is what I want.  

To that end, I wrote this daily devotional to help me see more of Jesus and to 
encourage you with the depths of the gospel of grace. Hence the 
name, Depths. Think of it as a vast mining the depths of the goodness of 
God in Christ. 

The Apostle Peter wrote this about these depths: “Concerning this salvation, 
the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched 
and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in 
them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
subsequent glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving not 
themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you 
through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent 
from heaven, things into which angels long to look.” (1 Peter 1:10–12 ESV) 

Generations of prophets, those tapped into God’s voice, searched for it and 
even more stunning, angels long to gaze at its brilliance. Why not us as 
well? Why not determine to swim deep to see the glory of Christ and be 
renewed by it? I want this. And maybe you do too. 

No matter where on the calendar your life has landed, you can follow along 
with the daily entry. I followed the Robert Murray M’Cheyne reading plan 
hearing the good news in all of the Bible. I hope you find it and my prayer is 
that you are awakened to the depths of God’s love for you in Christ. 
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January 1  
Beginnings 
 
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was 
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” (Genesis 1:1–2 ESV) 
 
Life is full of beginnings. Whether we like it or not, some things come to an 
end and new things start. Seasons change. Calendars turn. Today, we find 
ourselves in the midst of a beginning. A new year. 
 
Much of our lives goes unchanged when the clock strikes midnight on the 
new year but the switch into newness gives us the opportunity to think 
about beginnings. Maybe it is a new resolution to eat better, or a pile of 
books that will finally be read. Or this will finally be the year you will check 
everything off of your bucket list. Whatever it is you are thinking about 
during this beginning, you can know that God is present and fully in 
control. 
 
In the beginning of what is time for us, God created, he directed, he 
hovered over that which he brought into existence. He still does. He 
maintains his creative masterpiece and is working out his purpose in your 
beginnings, ends and in-betweens. And if you have faith in Jesus as your 
savior you can rest in this control and know it is working for your good and 
God’s glory. 
 
Perhaps a better opportunity than any resolution would be living trusting 
in God’s care for you and the final beginning he has promised to bring you 
to. Without a doubt, it won’t be easy. There is still much pain and difficulty 
in our broken world. But even the worst of it is temporary and one day, just 
as in Genesis when God created and then rested knowing it was very good, 
Jesus will declare “it is done” and usher in the very good once again. 
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January 2 
The Promise of Forgiveness and Filling 
 
“For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” (Acts 2:39 ESV) 
 
Second day of the year. We still have resolve to live new, change things 
around a bit and have more adventure. Maybe you are more realistic, but I 
woke up today with great hope and the promise of a new year in its still 
shiny holiday feel. 
 
The place of real promise is not in the date or what I might drum up to 
experience over the next 364 days however. Here is the genuine, valuable 
and life-altering promise. At repentance, turning from life under my terms 
and in disregard for God, and identification in Christ, believing that Jesus is 
my savior who lived and died in my place, I have the forgiveness of my 
sins. You too by the way. 
 
Forgiveness of sins. Correction of all that is wrong. A way of relationship 
with the Creator. Mercy we could never earn. And with it you receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. God indwelling you to remind you of your child of 
God status and glorify Christ in and through you. At this truth you have 
freedom and the empowerment to live the newness we all so desire. This is 
the best of adventures. Forgiven and filled. 
 
Its a promise for all whom Jesus calls to himself. If you believe in him 
today, that’s you. Live in his calling, forgiveness and gift of the Spirit. 
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January 3 
Covered 
 
“And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and 
clothed them.” (Genesis 3:21 ESV) 
 
It might seem like a throwaway line. A little fact at the end of a devastating 
statement about the brokenness that sin will bring into the world. Just a 
description of what happened after God spoke to Adam and his wife, in the 
wake of their eating the fruit and being enticed by the serpent. After the 
promise of offspring that will crush the head of the deceiver and the reality 
of pain and toil comes action. 
 
Adam and his wife, soon to be named Eve, were naked. The awareness of it 
revealed their sin and God acts to cover them. To warm them and alleviate 
their shame. This was a glimpse into the promise of permantent covering 
to come. It took blood. Animals died to give up their skins to cloth this 
human couple. It was God’s work. The LORD God made the garments. He 
fashioned them to cover our first parents. This is grace in action. This is 
how God works. 
 
In Christ you are covered in much the same way but with eternal 
ramifications. It took blood. His blood. A life of toil and obedience lived for 
you and an innocent death in the place of the guilty, that’s us. Jesus’ blood 
shed to cover our sin. His work. In this work he clothes us with a robe of 
righteousness that he designed and weaved together. A garment of no 
condemnation and new life. A garment to warm us and alleviate our shame 
once and for all. 
 
Now we live covered. Safe. Graced. Clothed in Christ and unashamed. That 
is no throwaway line. That is good news! 
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January 4 
How to Live 
 
“And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is 
written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’” (Matthew 4:3–4 ESV) 
 
The temptation of Christ. It really is a great comfort to his followers. That 
he was tempted, principally in every way we may be, and he resisted 
remaining obedient to God the Father. He did that for you. It was part of his 
perfect life lived on your behalf. His righteousness that is given to you. 
 
Not only are you clothed with his perfection, you are given the key to life, 
living by every word that comes from the mouth of God. Jesus, empowered 
by the same Holy Spirit that empowers you, quotes Scripture to resist 
Satan and his tempting scheme. 
 
If you are consuming a meal of the Bible on a regular basis, keep it up. This 
is life. In the Word of God you are reminded of your place as a chosen child 
of God, that guilt has no place and that you are no longer a slave to sin. It is 
by these reminders that we can recognize the lies that come our way and 
resist them. Your food and fulfillment is in Christ, may the Lord remind 
you and drive this deep into your soul so that you are full and equipped to 
turn down the enticing meals of the temper. 
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January 5 
Raising the Bar 
 
“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven…You therefore 
must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:20 & 48 
ESV) 
 
We love the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus preaches an amazing account of 
what life is supposed to be like. How the meek with inherit the earth. How 
we must love our enemies. How our righteousness must exceed that of the 
religious elite and how we must be “perfect” like God is perfect. 
 
As we read the Sermon we cling to the thing that prove our point at the 
moment or match our preference, but we rarely, if ever, meet the 
requirements set forth in Jesus’ words. Those of us who are quick to latch 
onto this text as a guide for life (as it should be) are often those missing the 
mark the most. 
 
But reading the Sermon in this way reveals our internal desire to prove 
ourselves and accomplish righteousness, standing before God, on our own. 
When actually Jesus is raising the bar on what has to happen to meet the 
requirements of the law. He is proving in this Sermon that you can’t be 
perfect like the Father is (did you really think you could?) You need a 
substitute in your place to meet the raised bar of the law. You need 
someone else’s righteousness. 
 
Here is the good news, by believing in Jesus as your savior, he gives you his 
righteousness, his perfection. Before God you stand blameless and without 
blemish because you stand in Christ, united to him through faith. Now we 
read the Sermon on the Mount and rejoice that Jesus has lived it for us and 
empowers us to live like it too. 
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January 6 
Anxious No More 
 
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing?” (Matthew 6:25 ESV) 
 
You can’t serve two masters. Either God or money. Money leaves you 
worrying about having enough and instead of satisfied you are anxious. 
 
Lots of things in life leave us anxious. Work. Home. Leisure, yeah even the 
way we pursue fun can make us anxious. But Jesus calls, or better yet, 
commands us to not be anxious about our life. Don’t be anxious over the 
provision that God will surely give. Just look at the birds and their 
adornment. 
 
Now, God’s provision doesn’t always look like we might imagine but his 
grace is ever present to care for our needs. This is very practical and should 
change the way Christians face life. But this truth is also spiritually 
significant in ways that are set to remove any anxiety. After all, life is more 
than food and clothing. 
 
You are a human in need. Sinful and broken, you need a savior, someone to 
act on your behalf and make things right. God sends his son as grace to you 
to live in your place and die to cover your sin. Provision extended. 
Salvation secured. Now the promise gets even better. Jesus will transform 
you, sanctify you and bring you all the way home. To eternity with him 
where there is no pain, tears, fears or anxiety. All of life will be an 
experience of God’s ongoing provision for you. And that is just the fuel we 
need to turn from anxiety when it comes our way today. 
 
Don’t be anxious, Jesus has this. 
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January 7  
Take Courage 
 
“Blessed be the LORD, the God of our fathers, who put such a thing as this 
into the heart of the king, to beautify the house of the LORD that is in 
Jerusalem, and who extended to me his steadfast love before the king and 
his counselors, and before all the king’s mighty officers. I took courage, for 
the hand of the LORD my God was on me, and I gathered leading men from 
Israel to go up with me.” (Ezra 7:27–28 ESV) 
 
The story of Ezra and the return of God’s people to Jerusalem is 
encouraging for us, even today. Here is a scribe, a reader of the Law that 
finds favor with the king while in exile and he is granted permission and 
abundant support to return to the land God gave his people to begin 
worshipping again. 
 
Ezra recognizes God’s orchestration of all that is happening and his love 
and care experienced as favor before the king’s mighty officers. The scribe 
then “took courage” because he knew the hand of the Lord was on him. 
 
Now in Christ, we have more than the hand of the Lord on us for special 
projects, we have God himself dwelling within us, empowering us for all of 
life. The Holy Spirit is yours at salvation and his work is to remind you of 
your favored status in Christ. Power for physical and spiritual life are 
sourced in the Spirit and our increasing ability to see Jesus as our hero and 
God’s sovereign hand directing all things come from the Spirit. 
 
That being so, you can think of the things you face today. Is it rebuilding a 
city and temple? Is it reconciling with that family member? Is it sharing 
the hope of Christ with a coworker? Whatever it is, you can take courage 
because God is in you giving you all that you need. 
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January 8 
What Prevents Us from Declaring 
 
“Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told 
him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they 
came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What 
prevents me from being baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, 
and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he 
baptized him.” (Acts 8:35–38 ESV) 
 
Among the coolest of New Testament missionaries is Philip. He is 
teleported by the Spirit from one place to another and he proclaims the 
gospel to eager crowds. Here the Holy Spirit tells him to run alongside a 
chariot and hear a man reading Scripture. The eunuch doesn’t understand 
the text from Isaiah so he asked Philip to tell him who it is about, this 
suffering servant savior described in the prophetic poetry. 
 
Philip starts there, where the man is, and he tells him the good news about 
Jesus. That he preached the coming of the kingdom, the forgiveness of sins, 
how he died on the cross and rose three days later, how he sent the Spirit to 
those that believed in him. The eunuch wants in. He wants to declare that 
Jesus is his savior; he wants to be identified with Jesus in baptism. “See 
here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” At the truth of 
Jesus, the response is a public declaration of faith in him. 
 
Today there are many voices that will suggest you should keep your faith 
quiet. After all, we wouldn’t want to offend anyone. But how can we not 
declare, when we are awakened to the goodness of Jesus and his finished 
work? We can do it like Philip and the eunuch, sharing the good news of 
Jesus. There is graciousness there, a care for the other. 
 
How might we declare faith in Jesus today? As we are reminded of the good 
news, his justifying us and calling us into his family, forgiven. How can we 
respond with declaration that he is our savior? Maybe in a conversation 
with a friend, in prayer as we petition God for help, or in worship as the 
praises of God, for his wondrous works and character, are ever on our lips. 
 
Whichever it might be for you today, hear the good news and be reminded, 
there is nothing preventing you from declaring faith in Jesus today. 
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January 9  
Compassion of Christ 
 
“And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every 
disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 
for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd.” (Matthew 9:35–36 ESV) 
 
Jesus is out on his ministry. He has the good news of the kingdom, that 
God’s kingdom is breaking forth. He heals every disease and every 
affliction. There is nothing beyond his authority, no sickness he can’t 
reverse, no pain he can’t remove. 
 
Then when he saw the crowds, those hungry and hurting and in need of a 
savior, he had compassion for them. We know as the story continues, his 
compassion is the result of his divine love for humanity and God the 
Father’s desire to bring salvation. In his compassion Jesus would endure 
torture, ridicule and public shaming to die in our place, forever covering 
our sin, setting right what went wrong so long ago. 
 
He knew that those following him would be harassed and helpless, that’s 
all we ever bring into relationship with him, our helplessness. He removed 
the condemnation and helped in a way we could never imagine or deserve. 
He is our shepherd, protecting, feeding, guiding and bringing us home. 
 
How are you feeling today? Harassed and helpless? Jesus has compassion, 
he poured out his compassion on the cross for you. Because of that you can 
have hope in knowing your shepherd. His compassion changes everything. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 12	

January 10  
Acknowledged before the Father 
 
“But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you 
are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone who acknowledges me 
before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven,” 
(Matthew 10:30–32 ESV) 
 
Sending his disciples out to proclaim the good news, Jesus warns them that 
violence with come on them as opposition stands in the way. But they were 
to give without pay what they received without paying. That is something. 
You can’t buy your way into relationship with God but Jesus loves to gift it 
to you. 
 
In this gift, in this receiving, the disciples and we who follow their lead, 
have nothing to fear in life or death. All of the hairs of our head are 
numbered and we are more valuable than a flock of sparrows. Everyone 
who acknowledges Jesus before men will be acknowledged by Jesus before 
the Father in heaven. 
 
You will be presented blameless before the throne as you are in Christ. His 
righteousness your covering, his word of approval and his 
acknowledgment your gift. Secured by him, preserved by him. 
 
There really is nothing to fear then. We can proclaim Christ, we an speak of 
his goodness and grace and be opposed. And nothing can happen that 
lessens or harms his acknowledgment. Once and for all. Fear not, therefore. 
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January 11 
Granted Repentance 
 
“ When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, 
saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to 
life.” (Acts 11:18 ESV) 
 
Peter has had this fantastic vision of animals in the sky and it was 
confirmed when he was invited to share the gospel with people in the 
house of a Roman soldier. At the preaching of the goodness of Christ, the 
Holy Spirit falls on the people, quite a surprise because they were not Jews. 
What was God up to? 
 
Peter then goes before the church in Jerusalem to report on this significant 
development. He is harassed for eating with uncircumcised people but he 
gives his account and at the telling of how the Spirit moved on the Gentiles, 
the church was left speechless. Not for lack of words however, but because 
they were stunned by this new thing God was doing. He had opened the 
kingdom to those least expected, and it was glorious. 
 
Most of us today benefit from this development. Most of us are not of 
Judean dissent but we have been granted repentance that leads to life. And 
oh what a life it is. Life in Christ, freedom, purpose, joy. All of it deserving 
glory. So that is what we must do today. Glorify God for opening wide the 
gift of repentance that leads to life. 
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January 12 
Something Greater 
 
“I tell you, something greater than the temple is here. And if you had 
known what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,’ you would not 
have condemned the guiltless. For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 
(Matthew 12:6–8 ESV) 
 
Following Jesus during his ministry was not easy. The disciples built up 
quite the appetite journeying from place to place and hearing Jesus preach 
and ministering to those that gathered around. So when Jesus leads them 
through some grain fields, in their hunger, they grab some grain and eat. 
 
It seems harmless enough but they did it on the Sabbath, a day of rest when 
no work was to be done, not even pulling some grain. And they were seen 
doing it. Some Pharisees, the law-lovers and rule enforcers, call Jesus out 
for his disciples plucking grain on the Sabbath. He schools them on history 
and the times when the heroes of Israel have violated rules in relation to 
the Sabbath and the Temple. 
 
Then comes the good news, delivered in a stern rebuke of the Pharisees. 
Something greater than the temple is here, it is about mercy and not 
heartless obedience to restrictions. Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath, and the 
Lord over all for that matter. In their condemnation of the disciples, who 
Jesus declares guiltless here, they missed the heart of God for his people, 
that he would have their hearts. Mercy not a sacrifice. Forgiveness not 
asceticism. 
 
I am far too often like the Pharisee. I want everyone else to match my neat 
little grid of how to follow Jesus. And in my spreading of guilt I have 
missed the point of his mercy. Maybe you do that too. But when we rightly 
catch Christ’s mercy and the waste of mindless ritual, there is the place of 
celebration. Celebration for the guiltless. That we have been forgiven and 
are now free. We can eat when we are hungry. Something greater has 
come, and his name is Jesus. 
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January 13 
Cashing In 
 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man 
found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field.” (Matthew 13:44 ESV) 
 
Honest moment coming your way. I wish, and pray, that I would treasure 
Christ more. I am to far often distracted by wasteful things. Paltry things. 
When right before me is the treasure of surpassing worth. The greatest of 
things ever imagined. The kingdom of heaven, my Savior, relationship 
with the creator and sustainer of the universe. I want to want to sell it all to 
be with him. 
 
Maybe that is you too. And here is the beauty of Jesus’ care for you in this 
moment — he keeps himself in front of you and he too longs for you to 
treasure him. He knows it is what you were made for and it is the only way 
for you to thrive. He wants you to cash in, to rest in his accomplished work, 
to experience his way of life and his purpose. Actually, he bought the field 
for you and he secured your treasure. 
 
Who knows what will attempt to steal your attention today, or what will 
war for valuation in the challenge of life, but we can know this, the 
ultimate treasure is a gift to you. Jesus is yours, you can party all the more 
knowing that there is nothing you need to do to hide and then recover the 
treasure, it is yours for the taking and there is nothing better. 
 
Treasure Jesus today. He is worth it and worthy of it. And he loves you 
enough to give himself for and to you. Cash in. 
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January 14  
Frustrated Opposition 
 
“When our enemies heard that it was known to us and that God had 
frustrated their plan, we all returned to the wall, each to his work.” 
(Nehemiah 4:15 ESV) 
 
When is there not opposition to the work of God’s people? Whether it was 
against the rebuilding of the wall in Nehemiah or against your efforts to 
share the gospel with those around you. Opposition is everywhere. 
 
In Jerusalem the opposition came from outsiders unsure of what the 
resurgent Jewish people were up to. So they jeered and opposed the 
families that were rebuilding the wall. The people pray and God intervenes. 
God frustrates the opposition’s plan and his people get back to work. 
 
Here is the truth, you have a purpose and while you will be opposed, God 
will intervene when is best and you will fulfill what he has prepared for 
you. Because while the enemy may scheme against us, no one can frustrate 
or hinder the plan of God. 
 
His sovereign plan, his providence is sure and will see you through. Today 
you can trust in his plan and his ability as he sustains the universe at this 
very moment. This changes everything, and whether you are stacking 
bricks or building relationships, you can keep working, God’s plan wins. 
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January 15  
Cleansed Hearts 
 
“And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the 
Holy Spirit just as he did to us, and he made no distinction between us and 
them, having cleansed their hearts by faith.” (Acts 15:8–9 ESV) 
 
This statement comes during one of the most glorious episodes in the life 
of the early church. This is when the church really begins to grow and 
everyone, without racial or ethnic distinction can hear the gospel. The 
question before the Jerusalem Council was is Gentiles, those not of Jewish 
lineage and ritual, think circumcision, could be Christian. Did Jesus only 
save Jews or was his grace and the kingdom available to all? 
 
Peter has had a vision and preached to gentiles so he speaks and this is 
what he declares. God bore witness to their ability to be in Christ, by giving 
them the Holy Spirit he has removed the past distinctions. God has 
cleansed their hearts by faith. 
 
There are two praise generating items here. First, the good news is open to 
those we least expect. That means you! Because of this work of the Spirit, 
you are now invited in and there are no classes of Christians, we are all 
saved by Jesus and there is no distinction among us. 
 
Secondly, if you believe in Jesus, if the Holy Spirit has transformed your 
heart and dwells in you, your heart is cleansed by faith. Your broken, sickly 
and worldly heart is washed and beats for something different. Fully 
cleansed in Christ. New. Sparkling even! 
 
Today, why don’t you skip a little when you walk? This is exciting. You are 
part of a kingdom where old distinctions don’t hold and your heart has 
been cleansed by faith! 
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January 16  
The End of Your Life 
 
“Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 
(Matthew 16:24–25 ESV) 
 
This is the life of following Jesus; living at odds with the goals and values of 
the world around you. It even means that a lot of the time you will live in 
opposition to what your own mind comes up with for success and comfort. 
But today I want you to know that this is no burden, it is actually a very 
good thing. 
 
In another place in Scripture Jesus is asked by a mob what they have to do 
to accomplish the “works of God” or be saved. His answer is to believe in 
the One that he has sent, to believe in Jesus. Surely this is a hard thing and 
only something we can do as our hearts are transformed by the Holy Spirit 
to do so. This is where taking up our cross begins, believing in our Savior 
and not in ourselves for salvation. 
 
Losing the life that says we are capable of righteousness apart from Christ 
or can that we can make a name for ourselves and instead finding life in 
Christ, his provision and purpose for you. When we get this life, we are 
increasingly quick to set aside our self in pursuit of another. Jesus. 
 
Today take up your cross by believing in the One that took up his cross for 
you. 
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January 17  
Necessary Suffering 
 
“And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he 
reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that it 
was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, 
“This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” (Acts 17:2–3 ESV) 
 
I wonder how many people are put off by a suffering Savior. That Jesus 
really had to be tortured, murdered and shamed on a cross. You have 
probably heard of how this story indicates divine child abuse or it is just 
too bloody for modern sensibilities. 
 
When we understand why, however, the necessity of the suffering 
becomes clear and humbling. It was necessary for the Christ to suffer in 
this way and rise from the dead, because of our sin, our rebellion from God. 
In the place of our eternal suffering, Jesus takes on all of it. Every ounce of 
wrath we stored up and earned was met by Jesus. And he did it for you. 
 
He did it so that you would have life in his resurrection and hope in him. 
And it is this Jesus, the suffering one, that we proclaim to you, who is the 
Savior we desperately need. 
 
This is a great place of comfort over gore and humbling grace over gravitas. 
This is something worth telling others about. Maybe at this proclamation 
“a great many” will believe in him and recognize the necessity too. 
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January 18  
Making a Name 
 
“At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of 
them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles 
himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 
18:1–4 ESV) 
 
Greatness. It is the pursuit of our life and culture. To be great, to be 
recognized as better, as having arrived and obtaining success in the 
opinion of ourselves and others. It is so central to the human experience 
that at consistent failure to be great, the culture has redefined greatness 
calling all things great as long as you feel like you deserve it. 
 
Even among those that claim the Christian faith our drive for greatness is 
just as consuming as our culture’s. We shape a persona of perfection over 
our brokenness. Better schools, the bigger church, financial success, 
influence all pursued to be great just veiled in religious language to give us 
a sense of redeeming greatness. 
 
Then Jesus shatters our preference and pursuits as he flips greatness on its 
head. The greatest is not the scholar or the celebrity, the greatest is the one 
humble like an innocent child. Even at reading this we can manipulate the 
message to suggest that humility is something for me to gin up in order to 
be great. 
 
This humility though is a reflection of the good news of Jesus. Jesus is 
saying, be exactly who you are, needy, incapable and vulnerable and come 
to him. Trust in him, look to him for direction and provision for life. Set 
aside human endeavor and status and rest in his greatness. Rest in his 
humility to set aside his life for you. 
 
That is not only the way of salvation, or entry into the kingdom of heaven, 
but it is the whole like of those that believe in Jesus. Humble trust and 
resting in Jesus. 
 
Today, set aside your vain pursuits, be honest about your situation and run 
to Jesus, the greatest. 
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January 19  
Disturbing the Norm 
 
“About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way.” 
(Acts 19:23 ESV) 
 
Paul has been preaching in Ephesus for some time and there are tons of 
people coming to Christ. In their pursuit of Jesus they have discarded and 
set aside the old ways of life and the mysticism, magic and idol worship 
that was the norm in the community. This turn hit the Ephesian 
marketplace in its heart and the rumblings of a riot spread. 
 
One of the key idol makers, faced with losing his livelihood and hiding 
behind the “honor” of the local idol, calls for a challenge to the gospel that 
was being preached because it stood against the status quo. 
 
The Way, Christian life in light of the cross of Christ, is disruptive. When 
we pursue Jesus over all that came before and the enticements of our day, it 
is disturbing the norm. And it will make people uncomfortable. They may 
even riot about your new life. 
 
But this Way is what we have been called into and the result of Jesus’ life, 
death and resurrection for you. This disturbance is actually tremendously 
good and glorious. 
 
The question for us is, have we let it shake the norm? Have we let the truth 
of grace challenge our assumptions about being good or earning our own 
spot in the food chain? Have we embraced the new purpose of life that is 
following Jesus? The Way is different, disturbing even, but it is joy, peace, 
fellowship, community and eternal perspective. Jump in. Let the good 
news of Jesus disturb the norm today. 
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January 20  
Finish My Course 
 
“I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I 
may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” (Acts 20:24 ESV) 
 
The Apostle Paul knows he won’t have the opportunity to speak face to face 
with his beloved friends from the Ephesian church again so one last time 
he calls the elders to come to him as he passes by to encourage them. It is a 
loving and strong message — preach the gospel that I did among you and be 
careful, even some of you will become wolves among the sheep. 
 
He gives this message because the Holy Spirit has shown him that 
afflictions await him. He wouldn’t live to see them again. But, his life is 
nothing to him if only he can finish strong testifying to the gospel of the 
grace of God. This is Paul, living out his purpose with a right view of what’s 
important. 
 
Not many of us have the same life call or purpose as Paul but we all do have 
a purpose. Above all we are to know Christ and make him known. All other 
pursuits are far behind this purpose. Now, don’t feel condemned if you find 
yourself more concerned about that date, or your security or whatever it is 
that captivates you.  
 
There is no condemnation for those in Christ! Know however, that you are 
invited into the same way of life that Paul had, embracing the surpassing 
worth of knowing Jesus. 
 
There are so many ways our lives change as this becomes more of a reality 
for us and I think we get there by prayer and pursuit. Ask the Spirit to work 
in your soul the unmatched value of knowing Jesus and then do what you 
can to know him personally more and more. Be in his Word. Hear his 
promises and declarations over you. Rest in him with all of who you are. 
 
It’s quite the course Jesus has lined up for us, and in him we can finish well. 
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January 21  
Provision Delivered 
 
“And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a 
ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram 
and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called 
the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, 
“On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” (Genesis 22:13–14 ESV) 
 
Abraham, the great man of faith, in obedience brings his son, the one God 
promised, to a mount to sacrifice him to the promise maker. But God is 
telling a grander story and he saves the child and provides another in his 
place. 
 
That ram in the thicket is provision and a pointer. It points to God’s 
ultimate provision of his Son to die on a tree we deserved and to cover the 
sins of the world. No matter what lack we face today, this provision is 
worth rejoicing over. 
 
You no longer have to climb the spiritual hill under your own strength and 
become or find a perfect sacrifice. One has been provided for you. And in 
that provision you have fullness of life and eternal reward. 
 
Here is the kicker, because Jesus is our once and for all sacrifice meeting 
our spiritual need does not mean he is kept from meeting our physical 
needs as well. He is still the Lord what will provide. 
 
From the place of his provision for you in salvation, trust in his provision 
for you for life today. 
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January 22  
Purpose of Praise 
 
“For long ago in the days of David and Asaph there were directors of the 
singers, and there were songs of praise and thanksgiving to God.” 
(Nehemiah 12:46 ESV) 
 
The story of Nehemiah is coming to a close, the walls have been built and 
temple worship is underway again. There are priests and daily portions for 
the singers. For Nehemiah and the people of Jerusalem, their worship is 
rooted in the worship of those that have gone before. 
 
In our day, not unlike theirs, so much of our energy is focused on serving 
ourselves with little thought of caring for others let alone worshipping 
another. Even in the church we often judge our experience by what we 
perceive we got out of it rather than the focus of our experience. 
 
Our purpose cries out for something better. We exist to worship. To bring 
praise and thanksgiving to God for who he is and all that he has done. 
Sometimes it feels like real labor, like in Nehemiah sweating to rebuild 
Jerusalem, but other times we are fully awakened to what we have been 
given in Christ and worship is reflexive. But it is what we were made for, 
joining in with the singers, and all of creation, worshipping God. 
 
How can you do that today? Maybe it might be easy. Maybe it might be 
difficult to express any thanksgiving for anything other than your last 
breath. Wherever you find yourself, you are free to worship and that is 
refreshing. 
 
You are not forced but free, because Jesus worked on your behalf and has 
worked a spiritual adoption for you bring you into the family of God, you 
can praise unrestrained from tradition and in light of the grace you have 
received. 
 
Long ago there were songs of praise and thanksgiving, let it be so with us. 
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January 23  
Haters 
 
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together 
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, 
your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again, 
until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” (Matthew 
23:37–39 ESV) 
 
In the story of Jesus’ ministry things are starting to get hairy. The ruling 
religious leaders are getting agitated by the message he is preaching and 
the plotting has begun to remove him from the scene. The haters are gonna 
hate, and here it is all of Jerusalem that Jesus laments. The city as the 
representative of the religion. 
 
It is a status quo that will be kept at the peril of those that preach 
something different. And Jesus is preaching something vastly different. He 
has raised the bar of the law to its appropriate unobtainable place and is 
proving humanity’s need of a savior with every sermon and encounter. Yet 
they balk. The news is good but they won’t hear it because they are 
accustomed to the way things have been. 
 
How easy it is for us to read this story and judge the religious elite a bit. 
“Don’t you know what you are missing out on?!” “How can you try to kill 
the Savior of the world?!” But the truth is, we too are Jerusalem. We too 
prefer to kill prophets over changing the status quo. We are the 
whitewashed tombs filthy on the inside. 
 
You are exactly who Jesus came to save. Jerusalem is exactly who Jesus 
came to save. Enemies. The disobedient. The haters. While you still hated, 
Jesus lived in your place and died in your place, that you may know the joy 
of being called a child of God. As we realize this and repent of our hatred we 
declare with gladness “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord” 
without murderous intentions! 
 
Whether you feel good about your behavior or are fully aware of your 
brokenness, Jesus is for you. His lament is over and he lives to intercede for 
you. Turn to him again and again; be gathered together under his wings. 
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January 24  
Believing it All 
 
“This I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I 
worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law 
and written in the Prophets, having a hope in God…” (Acts 24:14–15 ESV) 
 
Believing in Jesus is not setting aside the voice of the Law and Prophets, all 
of the Old Testament. No, it is hearing that voice speaking of Jesus. Each 
and every promise, every interaction between God and man, the burden of 
the Law, the hope of a coming king, each covenant; it all points to Christ. 
 
Here is Paul claiming belief of it all before Felix and appealing to Rome for 
safety. This too is our confession as we belong to the Way, as followers of 
Jesus, we believe everything laid down by the Law and written in the 
Prophets, having hope in God, because we know it reveals Christ. 
 
Moses was speaking of him and every prophetic vision is accomplished in 
him. It all is meant to show us Christ all the more clearly. And we get to 
rejoice in every jot and tittle because it is all about our Savior. 
 
How might this impact your life today? Since all of Scripture is revealing 
Christ, as we read each page we can get excited that Jesus was foretold or a 
problem uncovered that he would correct. There is no pointless story or 
boring lineage. It all matters. 
 
Then in the same way we can see his involvement in all things. Jesus 
involved in all parts of our lives, not just a paragraph in the story but the 
unifying character that keeps the whole story together. So not only is 
Esther different to read, but so is your days and weeks and years. It is all 
playing out under Christ’s control and to bring him glory. 
 
Believing it all is about believing all the more in Jesus. This changes 
everything and makes all of life worthwhile. 
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January 25  
To Come 
 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
he will sit on his glorious throne.” (Matthew 25:31 ESV) 
 
How is your day going? Maybe you just woke up and the mess of it all 
hasn’t crept in yet. Maybe you are midway through the day and in need of a 
break. Or maybe you are ready for your head to hit the pillow and blackout 
the day. 
 
That is life. Living as a broken person among broken people, even our best 
days can’t seem to fully shake the feeling of something better to be had, 
something more that we are meant for. 
 
Now think of your day in light of Jesus’ proclaimed truth in Matthew 25. 
When he returns in his glory — the whole of heavenly host with him — then 
he will sit on his glorious throne. Then he will rule for eternity, then he will 
keep those “pleasing to the Father” at his side forever. This is where we are 
headed. And because we know we are headed there, we can rejoice today, 
even if it has been a rough one. 
 
Now I don’t mean “put on a smile so people think you are rejoicing,” I mean 
even with tears, or pain, or a wide grin, rejoice in your heart that this all 
will soon be over. Rejoice that because of Jesus’ finished work for you on 
the cross, you will see this coming day. You are those that please the 
Father, because you are in Christ. That is worth a deep breath of relief. 
 
Jesus is reigning now, he has a purpose in the chaos of this life, and he will 
reign forever, when the chaos ends, when brokenness is no more, when 
pain and death cease. You can see his glory now in what he says about you, 
and you will fully see his glory in this day to come. 
 
Be encouraged by this truth to face what comes your way. 
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January 26  
Turn to God 
 
“Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 
but declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout 
all the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and 
turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance.” (Acts 
26:19–20 ESV) 
 
Paul is again pleading his case before the rulers of the day. All he has ever 
done is preach in response to that dramatic experience on the road to 
Damascus, when Jesus intervened in his life and called him to preach good 
news to Gentiles. Here was his message, ‘repent, turn from your life of sin, 
and turn to God, then live in light of that repentance and forgiveness you 
have been given.’ 
 
Do you realize that is still the message of Christianity? We, each and every 
human being, are in need of a savior. We can’t achieve the perfection 
required to stand before God on our own. We are hopeless without the 
intervention of another. Jesus is the intervening. He is the Savior. He lived 
perfection for us and died innocently in our place so that we might gain his 
righteousness and forgiveness when we believe in him. Repent and believe. 
Turn from disobedience, recognize Jesus and believe in him. 
 
Then live. Not to sin more or even as if you never need forgiveness, but a 
repentant life. Recognizing, owning your sinfulness and need and Christ’s 
grace for you. And please catch that this is not a one-time experience. This 
is not just repentance to gain access to a life of proving your worth, no this 
is daily, continual repentance and daily, continual acceptance in Jesus. 
 
We go on repenting, living different in keeping with this repentance, 
because we have tasted the goodness of Christ’s work and claim over us. 
Today is a good day to repent and turn to God, maybe for the first time, or 
once again, and know that he is with you, he loves and approves of you 
each and every moment because of who you are in Christ. 
 
Let us live in light of this repentance and turning to God. 
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January 27  
From Another Place 
 
“For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the 
Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. And 
who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this?” (Esther 4:14 ESV) 
 
For such a time as this. We love this line. It is all about our importance and 
how we have a purpose to live out. It’s true, God has placed you where you 
are and among the people around you for a specific purpose. One that he 
has revealed for all believers, to be light and share the gospel. It also means 
you were meant to invent that thing, or speak up for the voiceless, or feed 
the hungry, or whatever it is that God prepared for you. 
 
In God’s sovereignty he has determined to use us broken people to carry 
out his purpose. You have a purpose and who knows whether you have not 
come to the kingdom for such a time as this? But that is not the part of the 
verse I want to focus on first. 
 
So we step back from our sense of self-worth and look instead at the depths 
of God’s care and sovereign reign. Notice what Mordecai tells Esther in 
hope that she will go before the king and advocate for the Jews. “If you keep 
silent, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place.” 
God’s higher purpose of salvation is going to be worked out regardless of 
your silence. 
 
Now, at first blush you might be inclined to say ‘see I don’t have to do 
anything so I won’t act on anything.’ And friend, that is just dumb. My 
point here is not to convince you that you don’t play a part but that God’s 
plan is beyond us and his purpose is not thwarted by the works of man. 
Mordecai gets it. He knows God’s purpose to save, and he knows it will 
come from another place if the queen remains quiet. 
 
At the revelation of who God is in his Word and in his creation, we too can 
have this level of confidence in the providence of God. What he has 
determined is as good as done. It is not fatalistic; it is just not about you or 
me. It is about his glory and that he won’t be stopped. 
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Think of it in gospel terms. Humanity, incapable of saving ourselves by 
achieving a law we were never meant to perfect, are saved from another 
place, a Savior has arrived. Jesus acts when we are speechless and is the 
greater Esther because he is the King that protects his people by sacrificing 
himself in their place. This couldn’t be stopped. His love for you can’t be 
stopped. We can trust his finished work. 
 
From that trust in his sovereign power to accomplish his will we move into 
our “such a time as this.” We excitedly go through life, knowing that God 
has determined to make his appeal through us as Christ’s ambassadors. So 
think of that friend, that neighbor, or that stranger that you know needs 
the rest and relief Jesus provides. Who knows whether you have not come 
into that situation for such a time as this. Go on. Share Jesus. Give freedom 
to the captive. Know that God’s will is unstoppable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 31	

January 28  
Convinced by what is said 
 
“And some were convinced by what he said, but others disbelieved.” (Acts 
28:24 ESV) 
 
At the preaching of Paul, not everyone turns to Christ. He is testifying of 
the kingdom of God and trying to convince the crowds of Jesus from all of 
Scripture. Some were convinced, they believed, but others disbelieved. 
 
In today’s reading we have the heights of Jesus’ resurrection, the pursuit of 
Rachel and the children of Leah, and Esther’s scheme to save her people. 
But here we land on one line telling the story of how Paul’s, the great 
apostle to the Gentiles, preaching was taken. 
 
He uses this instance as proof that the Gentiles will hear, because these 
Jews are unbelieving. But maybe we can take some confidence in this that 
when we share the gospel, some will be convince and others will go on 
disbelieving. It is not about skill or strategy but about the work of the holy 
Spirit on hearts. 
 
 
We can face the opportunities we have to share not with trepidation, as if 
we are the final hope of humanity, but with confidence that the final hope 
of humanity, Jesus, is in control and calling whom he will to himself. 
 
In this there is a freedom to throw a lot of seeds in hope that some will 
grow as others water and God gives the growth. 
 
Be encouraged today. By your words and in light of your life, some will be 
convinced and some will remain in disbelief, but Christ will be glorified. 
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January 30  
How it Spreads 
 
“But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, 
so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate 
places, and people were coming to him from every quarter.” (Mark 1:45 
ESV) 
 
This is how the news of Jesus spreads. A bunch of former lepers start 
spreading the word. 
 
Jesus gives clear instruction to this man he has healed; do not tell anyone, 
just go the priests to confirm you are no longer leprous and go about life. 
But he went out speaking freely about his healing; telling anyone who 
would listen that Jesus radically changed his life. The crowds grow and 
Jesus can’t enter towns, instead people come to him there is such a buzz. 
 
This is a way of discipleship. Come and see this Jesus and what he has done 
for me. As those that believe in Jesus, we freely talk of his saving work for 
us on the cross and how he is our hope and provider for all of life now. And 
the good thing is that now, we are told to go, to speak to tell everybody. 
 
The greatest of news is that I was a spiritual leper, lost in my sin and 
disobedience toward God. Jesus came, lived and died for me and now I have 
a secure future. Now I have forgiveness. Now I have purpose. Now I have 
something to celebrate. Join me today in telling somebody! 
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January 30  
With or Without the Law 
 
“For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, 
and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law.” (Romans 
2:12 ESV) 
 
The law is the standard and it must be kept perfectly. Yet all have fallen far 
short of the standard whether they had it or not. Human need of 
intervention, the need of a savior, is a level and unachievable playing field. 
This is bad news. Every person, apart from the miraculous work of 
another, is without hope to fulfill the law, if they grew up cherishing it or 
have never heard of it. 
 
This level field though is also the place in which hope arrives. It is to the 
incapable that Jesus comes. To save those in need of saving. He fulfills the 
law and takes on wrath that we deserve. This is good news. 
 
Today you were aware that you fall short of where you desire to be and 
certainly where the law demands you be. But you can be assured that Jesus’ 
perfection remains; his righteousness is yours when you believe in him. In 
this you can own your inability, turn to Christ and hear him say that he 
loves you and he is your advocate. He communicates the Father’s yes over 
you. 
 
With or without the law we are hopeless. With Jesus we know hope 
because we know him. 
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January 31  
Family 
 
“And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of God, he is my 
brother and sister and mother.” (Mark 3:34–35 ESV) 
 
They say that Jesus is doing miracle by the power of the devil and he has 
corrected them warning on the unforgivable sin, to suggest the work of the 
Holy Spirit is the work of demons. You can imagine his mood. All through 
Mark’s gospel Jesus is a bit more “edgy.” We have to remember however 
that he never sinned. I can’t pull it off. My edginess is usually motivated by 
sin… 
 
So here he is and his family, his mother and his brothers came to get him. 
This was not a supportive family. They were more worried he had lost his 
mind than convinced he was the Messiah. Jesus is with the people that 
listen to his message, that believe in him, ‘who are my mother and 
brothers?’ 
 
Now this is not to be read as an encouragement to disregard our biological 
family, but it is significant that we have new family, a family in Christ. 
Those that believe in Jesus enter into not just an individualistic 
relationship with God but also into a familial relationship with other 
believers. These are the ones doing the will of God, believing in the One he 
has sent. 
 
When you gather with a group of believers, look around, these are sisters, 
brothers, mothers and fathers. This is your family. Chances are they are 
not postcard perfect or the ideal family. We do have our quirks after all. But 
these are who the Lord has determined to be part of the family. It is for his 
glory that we are brothers and sisters. 
 
Rejoice, Jesus calls you brother or sister because you believe in him. This is 
God’s will and he has given you a group of people to celebrate and do life 
with. 
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February 1  
Depends on Faith 
 
“That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring — not only to the adherent of 
the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the 
father of us all,” (Romans 4:16 ESV) 
 
Abraham was granted righteousness by faith. Before any action or 
obedience he had faith. And it is faith like his where we find righteousness 
ourselves. By believing in Jesus, having faith, we are saved. 
 
Paul in this letter to the Roman church makes it clear that first, you are 
incapable of fulfilling the law and second, if adherents to the law are heirs 
faith is empty and the promise void. 
 
We know that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. But 
somehow we come to a place in life where we think we might just have it 
together enough to earn something. This text is meant to shake us out of 
our delusions of grandeur and bring us back to our need for a savior. 
 
From this place of humility we realize that we can’t achieve the perfection 
required, and if we could faith would be pointless and the promise of a 
Savior in Scripture, the promise to Abraham to bless the world through his 
offspring, would be bankrupt. 
But the promises of God are not void. No, they are all fulfilled and 
answered with a resounding yes in Christ. 
 
You are saved by grace through faith. Nothing else will do. That is a gift 
and should free you to set aside your burdens today and rest in the finished 
work of Jesus. 
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February 2  
Stretch Out Your Hand 
 
“But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you 
to your face.” (Job 1:11 ESV) 
 
The story of Job is as fascinating as it is confusing. Here is proof of God’s 
sovereignty and for some reason, his allowance of suffering. And it is 
glimpse of the faithfulness of his servant Job. 
 
Satan has come before God to challenge that faithfulness and he tells God, 
‘of course he loves and worships you, you give him all these great gifts.’ 
Then in a cosmic proving match God allows for all of Job’s possessions and 
children to be taken away. Even so he remains faithful and still worships. 
 
This challenges me because I wonder about my breaking point. Maybe you 
have thought about this too. How bad do things have to get before I give 
up? How much would have to be taken from me before I cursed God to his 
face. 
 
The answer is that I already have. I was born cursing God to his face and 
friend, so were you. But here is where the story gets good. Because of the 
ultimately faithful man, Jesus, we never have to worry about our breaking 
point again. In faith we are given Jesus’ righteousness, his faithfulness, his 
worship. This can never be taken away. I might slip and struggle but when 
God looks upon me, and you in Christ, he sees the ever-perfect faithfulness 
of his Son. 
 
Jesus doesn’t have a breaking point. He proved it in his temptation and on 
the cross. He proved it to claim you as his own. And it is his faithfulness 
that will keep you from here on out. 
 
No matter how good, or bad, things get, when you believe in Jesus you are 
his. Period. Rest and rejoice in it today. 
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February 3  
Slaves of God 
 
“But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of 
God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.” 
(Romans 6:22 ESV) 
 
In Christ, as you believe in him, you are no longer a slave to the sin that 
reigned in your life before hand. You have been identified with Christ, 
literally dyed, or changed into the color of Christ; made his. This is the 
garment you wear, his righteousness and your eternal security in him. A 
‘slave’ to righteousness; a slave of God. 
 
This is actually the ultimate in freedom. To be obedient and given the gifts 
of grace by our Savior. It is what you were meant for, it is why you were 
born. And in this freedom you are headed somewhere. 
 
The fruit of sin was shame and hurt, the fruit of belief in Jesus is grace, 
leading to sanctification — becoming like Christ. This is your 
transformation. The desires for sin die away. Your purpose in life is 
clarified and empowered. Your faith grows and trusting in God’s control 
and goodness become your nature. This ends, or rather goes on forever, in 
eternal life. 
 
The chains that once held you captive are removed; you are free and have 
become one of God’s people. You are free to live, free of sin. And in that gift 
you are changing as you arrive at the destination of full life. 
 
Today, rejoice in your Master’s providence and care for you. Rejoice in the 
gift of sanctification that is working in you miraculous transformation. 
Rejoice in your identity in Christ and where it is leading you. 
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February 4  
Released 
 
“For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the 
law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. But now we are 
released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we 
serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written 
code.” (Romans 7:5–6 ESV) 
 
Go ahead and read that again. In Christ you are released from the law. The 
standard has been met for you by another. His perfection becomes yours 
and when you were united with Jesus by believing in him, you died to what 
once held you captive and only produced death. Now you live in a new way 
of the Spirit. A way of freedom, obedience and awe before this amazing 
Savior. 
 
Without realizing it you probably woke up today subconsciously thinking 
of earning your approval of God and others. What law must be kept to 
secure my place? Does God really love me and call me his own? Is my value 
really in Christ or do I need to earn it from the people around me? And it is 
all hogwash! In Christ you are loved, approved and more secure than you 
can fathom. You are no longer captive to sin and the law no longer arouses 
sinful passions in you. 
 
Everything changes when you experienced the grace of Christ and now life 
is uniquely and creatively free. You serve, not to earn but in response to the 
grace you have been given. 
 
We won’t get it perfect every time, we may actually never get it right (as 
Romans 7 continues to express), but Jesus rescues us from our 
wretchedness. For his glory and our abundant good. 
 
Take stock today. You are released to live free by the Spirit. Captivity is 
over, run free. 
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February 5  
Who Do You Say 
 
“And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, 
“You are the Christ.” (Mark 8:29 ESV) 
 
You are going to determine who you think Jesus is. Some of us will 
disregard him as just a good moral teacher, we will say he is an activist. 
Some of us will see him as a prophet, we will say that he spoke for God and 
even was willing to die for his words — maybe it is even a death that brings 
you a bit closer to God. Some of us will say that he never existed and we 
need not even mention his name today. 
 
All of these are wrong. 
 
Some of us will see Jesus as “the Christ,” the anointed, the Messiah. The 
promised One who would redeem God’s people, who would petition for the 
sinners and would cover their disobedience once for all. We will say that 
Jesus is King, reigning over all. 
 
This is the confession that defines our faith. We see this Christ pointed to 
and revealed in all of Scripture and we know his name when Jesus enters 
the scene. “You are the Christ” means that he is the Savior, the redeemer, 
the unstoppable sovereign.  
 
At this confession everything shifts — we are no longer under lesser 
schemes for life, we belong to the anointed One. Our sins are forgiven; we 
are empowered for living and given resolve by the finality of his Word. 
 
Confess this today. Let this confession invade all corners, every square inch 
of your heart and world. Live upon this rock. 
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February 6  
Ready to Help 
 
“And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who 
believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; 
help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:23–24 ESV) 
 
A father with a very sick child comes to Jesus for help. If you can, please 
heal him. Jesus doesn’t doubt the Spirit’s power working in him. And he 
reminds those listening that they don’t need to either. Of course he can, he 
is the creator and sustainer of the universe! 
 
But the words of the man, and the fact that they are recorded for our 
benefit in Scripture, are a tremendous grace. “I believe; help my unbelief.” 
This is the story of our lives. 
 
We believe, we know Jesus is who he says he is. That he sacrificed himself 
in our place and is the all-powerful, unstoppable Savior. Somehow we don’t 
believe perfectly. It isn’t complete… yet. 
 
He is there to help us in our unbelief; that my friend is gracious and loving. 
The burden is not on you to be perfect. Jesus was perfect for you. Now there 
is simply invitation to trust in his perfection for you and for all 
circumstances of life. 
 
Every day this can be our refrain, I believe, help my unbelief. Thankfully 
we have a Redeemer who cares and is ready to help. Lean into him today. 
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February 7  
All Day Long 
 
“But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a 
disobedient and contrary people.” (Romans 10:21 ESV) 
 
Romans has some great news for Gentiles, those not part of Israel, have 
been invited into relationship with God by the grace of Jesus. By his 
sacrifice lives are claimed and sin is covered. At belief, you are saved. 
 
But God’s plan for Israel is not yet finished, and even that news is good for 
Gentiles and everyone in between. 
 
All of humanity, lost in rebellion and sin are “disobedient and contrary 
people.” Yet “all day long” God holds out his hands. His hands of grace, of 
welcome to the enemy humans in a need of a Savior. 
 
Perhaps you have already grasped that hand. Rejoice in it. In God’s loving 
kindness that led you to repentance, a turning away from him and turning 
to Jesus. There is nothing more than to obey and be given the 
empowerment to do just that. 
 
Perhaps you have yet to embrace God’s gracious hand. Today could be your 
day. Realize the gift of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. Believe in him and 
rest in his finished work. Know you are secure and established in Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 42	

February 8  
Welcome the King 
 
“And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the 
coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” (Mark 11:9–
10 ESV) 
 
Jesus has arrived at Jerusalem for the last time during his ministry and he 
enters as a king. Confirming prophecy he enters and the people welcome 
him as royalty. “Hosanna!” “We are saved!” They had a sense that the 
kingdom had come. They were ready for this new king to reign and save 
his people. 
 
It doesn’t take them long to go sideways and call for his crucifixion. From a 
royal welcome to a murderous plea in mere days. What happened? 
 
This account of the passion week is not far of from our experience today. 
We have a vision for a need for a new king, one to rule and reign and meet 
our needs. That vision is really about us remaining lords over our own lives 
and this “king” simply scratching the latest itch or meeting the 
outstanding need. But when he comes and does something different, calls 
us to set aside our own rule and submit to his… well we call for blood. 
 
Here’s the thing, the King, Jesus is exactly who Scripture said he would be. 
A divine ruler that would sacrifice himself for his people — for the people 
he would call to himself. In doing that he calls us to repentance, turning 
from our old ways of living, and submitting to his rule. Submitting to his 
accomplished work for us and his purpose in us. 
 
This is actually the better way. It is the way things were meant to be. Today 
we can jump off of our imposter throne and see the King on his throne 
reigning for our good and his glory. Nothing can remove us from his 
kingdom and favor when we believe in him, but let’s be careful that it is 
him, Jesus, that we believe in. 
 
 
 
 
 



	 43	

February 9  
Getting Even 
 
“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” (Romans 12:19 
ESV) 
 
This Christianity thing is difficult. Especially when it comes to interacting 
and relating to those that slight us. We are, if possible and by all of our 
energy, to live peaceably with all people. We don’t repay evil with evil and 
this kicker, never avenge yourselves. 
 
I grew up with a vision of vengeance gained from watching Red Dawn. If 
you are unfamiliar it was an eighties movie that had the Communist 
Russians invading North America but a small band of high schoolers 
upsets the occupying forces and freedom is once again a potential. Early in 
the film there is a scene where a couple of the boys visit their father in a 
prison camp and as they leave he yells to them, “Avenge me! Avenge me!” 
And they did. 
 
That is how we live, wanting vengeance. Harm me and I am quick to harm 
you back or to work toward your harm. Say something awful about me and 
I will spend years heaping negativity on you. Judge me and I will unleash 
wrathful judgment on you… But this is not the way we are called to live 
and we are actually empowered for something much different. 
 
Not only do we leave vengeance to the Lord, we feed our hungry enemy 
and quench his thirst. We go further in love, setting aside our natural 
inclination to get even and we tip the scales all the more further. 
 
All because of Jesus. Because in our opposition to him, in our hatred and 
enemy status, he showed kindness. He sacrificed himself, gave his life for 
those calling for his murder. All so we could be in relationship with God 
and experience life as it was meant to be. In this work of Christ, we 
forgiven and in turn empowered to forgive others, and as far as it depends 
on us, live peaceably with all. 
 
Today when the idea of vengeance comes to mind, let us return to the work 
of Christ, recall his treatment of us and gift of our new identity in him. 
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Then in that identity, let’s leave vengeance to God and pursue overcoming 
evil with good. 
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February 10  
Right Before God 
 
“But how can a man be in the right before God? If one wished to contend 
with him, one could not answer him once in a thousand times.” (Job 9:2b–3 
ESV) 
 
Job has suffered and his friends are offering reasons why God might be 
allowing this pain to visit the righteous man. And here is Job’s reply, “how 
can a man be in the right before God?” How indeed. 
 
This is really the question of human existence isn’t it? How can I stand 
before God? We usually think of the question in terms of what we can do to 
earn being right before God but Job helps us see the first page of the gospel, 
that no man or woman, no body can be right before God, we need an 
intervention. 
 
Let that sink in today. You are worse than you thought. You are incapable 
of standing in the presence of a perfectly holy God. You have no chance of 
contending with the Creator of the universe. You are far too messed up to 
go before him. This seems like bad news, but it actually leads to some 
amazing news. 
 
Jesus is the man that is in the right before God and he gives you his 
righteousness. Jesus is the perfect high priest that bring us before God and 
his claim over us allows us to stand with confidence. Confidence in Jesus. 
 
I don’t need many reminders of how sinful and broken I am. I bet you are 
the same way, you come face to face with your mess everyday, just like me. 
Jesus has covered that mess in his work on the cross for you. You are in, 
and that standing will never change. 
 
What man can be in the right before God? Those that are in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 46	

February 11  
A Waste of Grace 
 
“There were some who said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the 
ointment wasted like that?” (Mark 14:4 ESV) 
 
This is a beautiful moment in Mark’s Gospel and the story of Jesus’ 
ministry. A woman brings an alabaster jar and anoints Jesus’ head with an 
expensive ointment. It was an anointing for burial beforehand and Jesus 
says that she has done a great thing to him. In fact all would hear her story 
where the gospel is preached… and we have. 
 
It is the response to this extravagance upon which we look now. Those in 
attendance were unsettled by the waste of a costly perfumed oil. Surely, 
they claim, we could have used money from selling this pure nard to feed 
the poor… Surely this is too much of a gift to give and to receive. Jesus 
shuts them down. Leave her alone, she is a hero for doing this! 
 
It is easy to read this and think of the story and how we are drawn to be the 
woman, to pour out all that is valuable for Jesus, to honor him. And that is 
right. When we are floored by the gift of Jesus we can’t help but honor him. 
 
But today I am recognizing my own penchant to be among the “some who 
said to themselves indignantly,” isn’t that too much? It is not about who is 
receiving the gift, but the gift that is given. Jesus, do you really want to 
waste grace on those people? On this one enemy of mine? On the 
murderer? 
 
This extravagance poured out on the weak, the lame, the broken. And 
what’s more, it keeps on pouring. It is not just an initial dousing but a 
continual stream of blood earned grace upon grace. To the wretch. 
 
We do this don’t we? We are convinced, by our flesh and Satan, that grace 
has run out and that it is too costly for Jesus to waste even an ounce more 
on them. On you. On me. “Why are you troubling yourself?” Comes the 
reply. “I am doing a beautiful thing to you.” 
 
Grace you will always have with you. Jesus you will always have with you 
because he lavishes his grace on you. Let this good news be proclaimed. 
There is no waste of grace. Jesus is doing a beautiful thing. 
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February 12  
The Example of Welcome 
 
“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God.” (Romans 15:7 ESV) 
 
Paul is ending his letter to the Roman church by encouraging them to be 
unified in their worship of God and in caring for one another. This is a big 
moment for Christians — living in response to how we have been cared for 
in Christ. 
 
We are implored to welcome as we have been welcomed. Jesus is the 
perfect example for us and even while we can never match his perfection, 
we can lean into his empowerment to accomplish this gospel-driven 
hospitality and welcome. 
 
God is granting us to live in harmony, to set aside our own preferences for 
the others around us. It is the welcome we received in Jesus. He set aside 
his rights to the point of death to welcome us. To make the welcome 
effective. He sees you exactly how you are, broken, incomplete and yet he 
chooses you calling you his own. 
 
We then reflect that welcome among each other as believers and to those 
we encounter in our life. Today is a day of welcome. Remember how you 
were and are continually welcomed by Jesus, and then reflect that welcome 
to one another. It is for the glory of God! 
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February 13  
Go and Proclaim 
 
“And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with 
them and confirmed the message by accompanying signs.” (Mark 16:20 
ESV) 
 
In this tail end of Mark Jesus has returned to his disciples after the 
resurrection and tells them to go into all of the world and proclaim the 
gospel to the whole creation. This is a pretty wide swath of those set to 
hear the gospel — all created things? Maybe. Why not? 
 
But the point today is that they did it and that Jesus backs them up. 
Elsewhere he tells his followers, “I will be with you always” as you preach 
of me. And here the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message. 
The miraculous happens when we preach everywhere and Jesus is helping 
us. By his Spirit lives are transformed and yes, even the sick are healed and 
the captives set free. 
 
What do we do? It is not a conjuring or a certain level of faith that 
determines the thing that will confirm the message, it is the message itself. 
The truth of Jesus proclaimed to the whole creation. We just proclaim it. 
 
We tell the world of Jesus and his great love for them. We share the truth of 
redemption through this God-man to people in need. We lay before 
everyone (and arguably every thing) that at belief in Jesus creation can 
rejoice. 
 
Today the call is the same; go proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 
And as we proclaim Jesus will work with us to bring people to himself, the 
greatest miracle of all! 
 
Let’s go and preach freedom everywhere. 
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February 14  
Sustained and Guiltless 
 
“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him 
in all speech and all knowledge — even as the testimony about Christ was 
confirmed among you — so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait 
for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, 
guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 1:4–8 ESV) 
 
The opening prayer in this letter to the Corinthian church is one of 
thankfulness. Because they have been given grace by God in Jesus. Paul 
prays that they would be enriched in the faith and not lack. 
 
Then comes the gems — Jesus will sustain you to the end and in him you are 
guiltless. These words are not only for this first century church, they are 
for you today if you believe in Jesus. 
 
For the journey of life, the ups and downs, the path that is before you — in 
all of it, Jesus will sustain you. He brings you to the end on purpose and 
empowered by him for life. This is a tremendous relief. He doesn’t start us 
off and just hope we will finish well. He maintains and sustains us through 
all of life. Face whatever comes your way know this: Jesus will sustain you. 
 
And he will make you guiltless in the day of judgment. As you stand before 
his throne you wear his righteousness, he perfection, his guiltlessness. 
This is ours when we believe that Jesus is the God-man and he only saves 
sinners for whom he lived a perfect life, died a substitutionary death and 
rose from the dead. What good news this is indeed. 
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February 15  
Leap 
 
“For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in 
my womb leaped for joy.” (Luke 1:44 ESV) 
 
Mary, pregnant, expectant physically and spiritually, visits her cousin 
Elizabeth, who is also with child, to share in the promise that has been 
given. Her cousin’s welcome is telling of how one should respond to the 
entrance of Jesus into our lives. “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb!” Elizabeth’s baby leaped for joy in her 
womb when Mary, and Jesus, entered the room. 
 
John the Baptist, his spirit sensing The Spirit, leaped with joy at his coming. 
Then Mary shares her excitement and how her spirit rejoices in God her 
savior. 
 
This is a wonder account of the anticipation surrounding Jesus but I also 
think it is a confirmation for us. It confirms that we can leap a little when 
Jesus approaches us! 
 
I know the image seems silly and we want to be good reserved people not 
making a scene. But come on. This is the Savior of the world! The One that 
took your place living a perfect life and dying an innocent death — so that 
you could be in relationship with God. Leaping is totally appropriate. 
Smiles should form on our face at recounting the grace we are given over 
and over again. Our steps can be lighter. Our songs a little louder. 
 
In Jesus, you have won the cosmic lottery and nothing can separate you 
from the prize — Jesus himself. Why not jump a little today in joy over that 
gift. Tell Jesus you are excited about him. And hear him tell you how 
excited about you he is. 
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February 16  
Only God 
 
“So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God 
who gives the growth.” (1 Corinthians 3:7 ESV) 
 
As someone in ministry, this is a challenging word from the Apostle Paul. 
The church in Corinth is having some interesting growing pains and seems 
to be dividing in camps based on their favorite leader or preacher. But Paul 
says he and the others are nothing, only God gives the growth. 
 
This is humbling and centering. We don’t need to find a camp to be in. In 
the local church we are all in this together and it is only God that gives the 
growth. This is not only for those that are pastors but all of us because it 
shapes where we put our trust and hope. 
 
This truth also extends in other areas of our lives and the key is that 
trusting in the “only God” reality of life is the best place to be. You can 
strive and sweat, only God gives maturity. You can prod and plan but only 
God gives the providence. You can rage and stew but only God remains 
steady and loving over you. 
 
What is going on in your life that you have been look to lesser sources for 
purpose and hope? Look to only God today. 
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February 17  
Repentance as Good News 
 
“So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people.” 
(Luke 3:18 ESV) 
 
John the Baptist is preparing the way for the ministry of Jesus. He is calling 
the sinners of Israel back to obedience by way of repentance. Turn from 
your wicked ways and live anew, different, as you are supposed to. Then 
this phrase from Luke describing the Baptizer’s ministry, ‘with many other 
exhortations he preached good news.’ 
 
Now in the Christian context we think of good news as the gospel — it’s 
actually what the word means. The gospel of Jesus is his substitutionary 
life and death for us to redeem us and bring us to God. This is the good 
news of covered sins, freedom and the gift of righteousness. 
 
But the Baptizer, in preparing the way for Jesus, preached good news to the 
people too. His good news was repentance. That was his whole message. 
You are people far missing the mark and it is time to repent before God and 
come back to obedience. It is something we recognize we need God’s 
intervention to accomplish but it is central to the good news that Jesus, 
and the rest of the New Testament, would proclaim. 
 
You see today we don’t like talking about sin let alone turning from it. But 
this is good news, that we are invited by God to turn from sin and turn to 
him instead. That his loving kindness leads us to a place where we can 
repent, own our sin and set it aside, determined to run after Jesus instead 
of our former slave master. 
 
Today, repent and rejoice that you get to by the grace of God. It really is 
good news. 
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February 18  
Hometown Jesus 
 
“And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and 
none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” (Luke 4:27 ESV) 
 
Jesus knows nothing but honesty and many times this honesty is a bit 
stinging for the audience on hand. Here in Luke 4 he has been rejected by 
his own people, his hometown, and in their harassment of him they call on 
him to heal people. 
 
He gives them a history lesson of the great prophets… Elijah prophesied 
when there were many in need of healing but he went to a widow. And 
lepers surrounded Elisha but a Syrian — not even of his own people — was 
healed. 
 
I think this is a subtle indication that Jesus came for those far and wide and 
those close to home, that rejected him would miss out. His ministry would 
match this. Why he would heal certain sinners would confound the 
religious. His quickness to affiliate with the dregs of society would unsettle 
the self-righteous. Any lack of miracles in the way the crowd demanded 
would drive them to chase him in hopes of sending him off a cliff. 
 
This is Jesus. Doing the will of the Father and preaching the good news. 
Here is the good news for you today. You are the dregs of society. You are 
the certain sinner that raises eyebrows when Jesus touches you. You are a 
miracle. You are the Syrian and the widow. You are whom he came to save. 
 
Jesus faced the harassment of the people that knew him all of his life, for 
you. That he could live in obedience, even to death, to welcome you in and 
bring healing. Rest in that today. Know that the Savior without honor in 
his hometown, sits on the throne of the universe now and you are among 
his favorite people. 
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February 19  
Your Redeemer 
 
“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the 
earth.”(Job 19:25 ESV) 
 
Job is beat down. Of course everything has been taken from him, the Devil 
has been allowed to do anything he wants just short of death to shake this 
man. What’s more, his friends pile it on with critique and judgment in 
words of the ways of resolution they have concocted. Nothing is good… 
except Job knows something that changes it all. 
 
“My Redeemer lives.” This declaration and the truth is makes known are 
his only comfort and his only hope in the thick of the mess. Truth is, even 
when things were good and abundance was the norm, this was still his 
only comfort and hope. 
 
It is true for Job and friend it is true for you. In Christ you can know and 
take comfort in the living and reigning Redeemer. The One that took on 
death in your place and beat it. The One that gives you his righteousness so 
you will never fall out of his grace. And at last he will stand upon the earth, 
to reign and dwell with you forever. 
 
Come what may. High water or drought. Struggle or sliding through life. 
Our Redeemer lives and his life is for us today. Rejoice in this. Take hope in 
it and let it define you. 
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February 20  
Rejoice in the Reward 
 
“Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in 
heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets.” (Luke 6:23 ESV) 
 
Jesus preaching to the crowd tells them what it means to be blessed. To be 
poor. Hungry. When weeping. Blessed when people hate you on account of 
the Son of Man. Jesus. 
 
Far too many of our churches run far from this type 0f “blessing,” and 
instead make everything about you and your benefit. We look into 
momentary fixes and earthly material to solve our hunger and poverty. But 
Jesus points us to himself over and above those things. 
 
He does this all the time in during his ministry. He is the provision of 
manna, he is the water of life, he is all we need. The rest of the New 
Testament proclaims the same thing. Over and over again, as if it is 
something we pay attention to. 
 
And when all the hate and reviling and being left out on account of our 
faith, we are to rejoice in our spiritual wealth. Leap for joy when you are 
spurned because you reward is great. You get Jesus for all of eternity. He is 
enough. He is more than enough. He is a reward. 
 
So live. Just like the prophets of old, be reviled for faith in your Savior. Your 
reward is great. Nothing can take that away or tarnish it. Blessed are you 
who believe in Jesus. 
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February 21  
It is the Lord 
 
“Then the LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes 
him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now therefore 
go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” 
(Exodus 4:11–12 ESV) 
 
Moses the stutterer can’t believe that God would choose him to speak on his 
behalf to the Hebrews enslaved in Egypt but he does. And in his choosing 
there is equipping and empowering. Moses won’t have to figure it out 
himself and God will even use Aaron alongside his brother to be the 
mouthpiece. This is a great account of God working redemption of his 
people with the most unlikely of characters. 
 
There is a message here for you too. You are an unlikely character. God has 
called you to live and pursue certain things that will seem ridiculous, as if 
he should find someone else. But he has chosen you and as the Creator, can 
you doubt that he will “be with your mouth,” or whatever else it is of you 
he will use for his glory. So jump in. Live out that calling, it is the Lord. 
 
But there is also something else here, a little deeper still, that reveals the 
way God always works and specifically how your salvation and 
sanctification take place. 
 
God, in his grace, comes to the incapable, the ill-equipped, the weak. He 
comes to those that could never come to him. That my friend is all of us. 
And he does the work. Jesus lives the life of obedience. Jesus covers you in 
his righteousness by his blood that meets wrath for you. He empowers 
your new life through the Spirit. He is the agent of accomplishment and 
transformation. It is all of the Lord. 
 
It really never was about your ability or resume. It has always been about 
the Lord. So because you have faith in him, and his life is yours, now you 
can jump in and live out your calling. Fully secure, fully known and fully 
empowered. 
 
Today, know it is the Lord. 
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February 22  
For a Long Time 
 
“When Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city 
who had demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not 
lived in a house but among the tombs.” (Luke 8:27 ESV) 
 
Maybe you have heard it when you shared the gospel with someone. Maybe 
you have even said it yourself. “Why would God love me and save me? I 
have been too bad, and too bad for a really long time.” 
 
Of course that is the point, you are too bad. There is no hope for any of us 
actually if Jesus does not intervene in our lives, regenerating our minds 
and hearts to believe in him, to have faith. But it is not the bad part of us I 
see in this story, it is that we lived like that for a long time. 
 
This is one of the more gripping stories of Jesus’ ministry. They land on a 
shore and encounter a naked man who lives among graves. He is wrecked 
by the demons that have taken over his life. He lives where no one else has 
to see him, far off. And he has done so for a long time. 
 
Jesus sends the legion of demons into some cliff diving pigs and the man, 
in his right mind, goes on to proclaim the gospel to his people. 
 
There was no class to take or things to prove. This man had encountered 
Jesus and he was freed from all that dwelled in him, that ruled over him for 
a long time. It is the same way with us. When we encounter Jesus, when he 
is king of our lives, that is enough. It doesn’t matter the length of time we 
were lost in sin or how graphic our sin was, Jesus is enough. And then we 
tell people. 
 
Notice in this story the man didn’t move away. He moved back home. To 
his people. And there he proclaimed what Jesus had done for him. This is 
our life. No matter how long it took. Let’s tell someone about it. 
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February 23  
Awaken 
 
“Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when 
they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood 
with him.” (Luke 9:32 ESV) 
 
Jesus takes Peter, James and John to the mountain to pray and one of the 
most divinity-confirming events of the Bible occurs. Jesus’ face changes 
with a glow and two other radiant men appear with him. Moses and Elijah 
are there and speaking of Jesus and his coming departure. Awestruck by 
glory, Peter and the boys are fully awake before Jesus. 
 
I love that the disciples are “heavy with sleep.” I probably take comfort in 
this because I am often heavy with sleep myself! They were tired and the 
ministry was taking its toll. Following Jesus was not easy and it will wear 
you out. 
 
But they didn’t remain sleepy. Did you catch the response to glory? The 
presence of Christ as he is in his humanity and divinity. They became fully 
awake. 
 
Peter is quick to offer to build tents for these men of glory but God the 
Father interrupts making clear that Jesus is his son, the chosen One, the 
One to listen to. 
 
This is ours too when we come face to face with the real Jesus. We are 
awakened by his gospel of redemption and fully alive in our union with 
him. The cobwebs are gone and with unveiled vision we see his glory. This 
is what we long for in the moments it seems so far away and this is what 
the Spirit of God loves to reveal to us. 
 
Today, wherever you are, however heavy with sleep you are, ask Jesus to 
awaken you to his glory, his goodness and his provision for you. He loves to 
answer this type of prayer and he loves to see you awaken to who he is. 
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February 24  
Imitation 
 
“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 11:1 ESV) 
 
In Scripture there are not many verses more beautiful and more difficult 
that this one. Imitate Paul as he imitates Christ. 
 
Difficult because this idea flows out of his previous words on glorifying 
God in all that we do. To live fully on purpose toward God. Seeking the good 
of our neighbors. Caring for one another for the sake of conscience. Try to 
please everyone over my own advantage. This is difficult work. And we all 
fail at it miserably. 
 
But this text is also beautiful because you get to do it. The other option is 
wrath for your sin and separation from the Creator. But in Christ, you are 
free to live like Christ. To imitate him. In his care for others, even those 
really different. In his sacrificial ministry seeking the benefit of those that 
believe to his own expense. You are given the right to pursue this when 
before you had no hope to. 
 
Here is the really good news though, whether your imitation is spot on or 
not, you still wear Christ’s righteousness and will be glorified with him. 
Because of his life, death and resurrection you are secure not matter how 
much of the difficult work gets done. It is solely on his work that you lean. 
 
Frankly, this make the imitation all the easier. It is simply living out who 
we already are in Jesus. Let’s be about that today. 
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February 25  
Midnight Friend 
 
“And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.” (Luke 11:9 ESV) 
 
There was something about Jesus’ prayer time. It was important to him. He 
would steal away and commune with the Father. It was regular. His 
disciples witnessed his commitment to it. And it was powerful. Those 
around him saw the evidence of his prayer as the Spirit responded with 
miracles and healings. 
 
So teach us to pray Jesus! We can add our voice to that of the disciples 
desiring to know how to pray like he prays. Then he teaches them; 
simplicity, petition and praise before the Father. 
 
Once he gives them this guidance he asks rhetorically, who among you has 
a friend that wouldn’t help you if you went to him at midnight? Well the 
Father is like that, ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find. 
 
Do you get this? That you have access? That you can approach God at 
midnight and every other minute of the day? This is really exciting stuff 
and it is new. It used to be that you had to properly wash and make a 
sacrifice to enter into God’s presence in the Temple, but now you can pray 
any and every moment. And be heard. Knowing the Lord will respond. 
 
Now we don’t have to go far in Scripture to realize that not every request is 
granted — those in line with God’s will and our good are for sure — but every 
prayer is answered. The midnight friend knows what we need and what is 
best for us. He gives us that. He gives us himself. 
 
Today you can pray and that is earth-altering news. Pray and know your 
friend, your Father will respond. 
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February 26  
Fear Not 
 
“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves 
with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that 
does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (Luke 12:32–34 ESV) 
 
All we need is the word of Jesus. To hear his voice saying to us, ‘fear not, 
little flock.’ It is the Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. This is 
profoundly huge news. You have been claimed. You have been adopted. 
And the kingdom is yours in Christ. Rest in that for a moment. 
 
Then let it be your treasure. Let Jesus be your treasure. 
 
In a world with its fill of enticements and cheap pleasures, none matches 
the worth of Jesus. We can sell what we have and care for others because 
the old ways of security no longer apply. You are kept by Jesus, for him. 
And he desires to be your treasure. 
 
May we live with Jesus as our treasure. May our hearts find value in the 
kingdom. May we fear not in Christ. 
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February 27  
To Recline at Table 
 
“And people will come from east and west, and from north and south, and 
recline at table in the kingdom of God.” (Luke 13:29 ESV) 
 
It is a narrow door for those that can enter the kingdom. Jesus encourages 
the listener to strive for it as a warning that once the door is closed you will 
not enter. Those outside will claim to have dined with the king but he will 
send them away for he never knew them. 
 
This is a significant warning with eternal implications, obviously. But 
there is also wonder news here as well. Because the banquet is still full. 
People from all over will recline at table with the king. The last will be first, 
the first will be last. And it is going to be a party like no other. 
 
All of those redeemed in Christ. All of those who believe in him will be 
welcomed in. Well known. Honored guests. His effort has secured our seat 
at the table. By faith you are on the list. This gives you rest in the striving 
as you are not a faithless pharisee. It also gives you encouragement to 
know Jesus and nothing else. 
 
He is your connection. He is your satisfaction. He is your party clothes. Get 
ready for this banquet. Live looking forward to it and knowing the king. 
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February 28  
First Importance 
 
“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures,” (1 Corinthians 15:3–4 ESV) 
 
Paul doesn’t have much else to preach to the Corinthian church, or to 
anyone for that matter. It is the gospel, the good news of Christ, first of all 
and only. That Jesus died for our sins and rose from the dead, all promised 
and foreshadowed in Scripture. 
 
We miss the point when we make other things of first importance. It is 
even interesting how we attempt to bring other things to the table to tie 
this gospel. But they are all a secondary or pointless without the gospel. It 
was what Paul received from Christ himself and it is what he delivers to us. 
And now, following his model, we make it of first importance. 
 
The thing is, I don’t always live or preach this way. I run after other 
distractions, some good, some evil, when the gospel is enough. I make my 
righteousness or ability first. I make my reputation first. I make my meal 
first… you name it, there is so much that competes for first. 
 
Here is the good news, we can come back to the thing of first importance 
and Jesus is pleased. He has grace for our wandering, and grace for our 
return. Let’s determine to set him and his news first. Let us pray that he 
makes himself first in our lives. And let us deliver what we have received. 
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February 29  
Bonus Day 
 
“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (1 Corinthians 15:57 ESV) 
 
The brokenness of humanity even extends to our calendar, and every so 
often we need a bonus day to set things aright. We leap our way through as 
best we know how. Thankfully, the grace that got you through yesterday 
will get your through today. 
 
Paul closes out 1 Corinthians 15 with a rousing declaration that death has 
lost its sting and sin has been rendered defeated in Christ. This is our 
victory. His victory by his cross work. It is in this that we rejoice. And not 
some simple “yay” but an exuberant “YES and AMEN!” God gives us victory 
over death and sin through Jesus! You want something to leap about? Leap 
about this news. 
 
In this news we can be firm, immovable by the distractions of life 
attempting to trip us up and work toward the Lord. For his glory as none of 
it is in vain. 
 
Today you have a bonus day to fill with praise for the victory that is yours 
in Christ. Rejoice! 
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March 1  
Joy in Heaven 
 
“Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.” 
(Luke 15:7 ESV) 
 
Jesus is telling the parables of lost things, the sheep, the coin and the son, 
to tell of the great joy the Father has, and angels for that matter, when 
sinners turn to Jesus. 
When one sinner repents there is more joy in heaven than excitement over 
the 99 righteous people who need no repentance. 
 
The funny thing is, as you know, everyone is in need of repentance. We are 
all, by birth, sinful in nature and in need of saving. Thankfully Jesus is our 
Savior, he comes to us, by the Spirit regenerates our hearts and equips us to 
repent. Turning from our sin and turning instead to him. 
 
Where we get wonky is when we think we are above repentance. Recently a 
popular media personality suggested that he was in fact a Christian but 
never felt like he needed to be forgiven of anything. This might be the most 
grave and common mistake for those assuming we have faith. 
 
Our self-justifying attempts to soften the Law of God and the needed 
perfection, only gives us a sense of freedom when in fact all we are doing is 
making sin permissible in our minds. We slide down a slope of no need, no 
needing Jesus to save us and transform us. No need for repentance. Oh the 
way that grieves the Spirit, and should grieve us. 
 
Instead, the biblical model is to recognize and own our sin — all of it, none 
excused away — and then run to Jesus in repentance and petition for 
deliverance. This brings rejoicing in Heaven. And freedom to us as we lean 
on our Savior not our own “righteousness.” 
 
Try it today. See sin, say it and run to Jesus. He loves you and will tell you 
so. 
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March 2  
The Clear Path 
 
“And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them 
along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they 
might travel by day and by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar 
of fire by night did not depart from before the people.” (Exodus 13:21–22 
ESV) 
 
God’s care for his people is on purpose and abundant. He even directs them 
by symbols of his presence, the pillars of cloud or fire. Israel has a clear 
path to follow and there is no denying where God wants them to go. Of 
course this doesn’t keep them from grumbling and wanting to go back, but 
he goes before them. 
 
Fast forward to your life. You have put faith in Jesus for salvation and now 
you wonder if God could come and give you a few signs along the way. 
“Why don’t you give me a pillar of fire to light my way?!” We cry out. How 
much easier life would be if we had this type of direction. 
 
The funny thing is, we do. God’s Word is a lamp unto our feet, and our 
Savior is our pillar. It is to Jesus that we look as we walk this clear path. The 
author of Hebrews tells us to run our race looking to Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith. Jesus is to whom we stare for direction and 
provision. 
 
Now this might mean you won’t always have an answer to the “left or 
right?” questions that come up but you will have purpose and a place to 
look. 
 
Today as you contemplate the direction of your life and where you will 
find hope, look to Jesus. See his finished work for you and open his Word to 
see what he declares about you and your life. 
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March 3  
The Kingdom Unexpected 
 
“Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he 
answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be 
observed, nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the 
kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” (Luke 17:20–21 ESV) 
 
We think deep. We have our best ideas. Our opinions are solid. Then Jesus 
does something else. It is his way of gracious surprise. 
 
The Pharisees expected a warrior king in the fashion of rebels throwing off 
the oppression of outsiders. They wanted to keep their place of religious 
influence and inherit a new king that would serve them. Not so fast in the 
way of Jesus. 
 
The kingdom is not coming in ways that can be observed… but the 
kingdom of God is in the midst of you. By the Spirit you are indwelt and 
brought together with other kingdom citizens. A spiritual reality that will 
have physical and eternal implications. Unexpected. Just what we need and 
would have never thought to ask for. 
 
This is his way. He invites you in. He expands borders and wages war for 
his glory and your good. Be refreshed by that surprise; live in it. The 
kingdom is in the midst of you. 
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March 4  
Our Sufficiency 
 
“Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that 
we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our 
sufficiency is from God, who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a 
new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the 
Spirit gives life.” (2 Corinthians 3:4–6 ESV) 
 
The Apostle Paul is confident in his ministry and the same that gave him 
confidence gives you confidence in all of life now. Your sufficiency is from 
God. All gifting, empowerment, passion, wisdom, hustle — it is all a gift 
from a loving Father. 
 
When you believe in Jesus the Spirit goes to work transforming you. It is 
Jesus’ righteousness that gives you access and the Spirit’s work that keeps 
fueling your life. Today you can lean into both and be reminder where your 
sufficiency, you worth, your credibility comes from. 
 
In a world that is all about proving yourself, it is comforting to know that 
all has been proven by another for us. You don’t have to pad the resume to 
be good enough, and even if your resume is stellar already, Jesus is your 
worth. You don’t have to look to relationships, accolades, Instagram likes, 
or the mirror to determine if you are “enough.” In Jesus, you have more 
than enough and share his worth. 
 
Let that set in. Your sufficiency is from God. It changes everything. 
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March 5  
Over Ourselves 
 
“For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.” (2 Corinthians 4:5 ESV) 
 
All kinds of voices in our day will scream that everything should be about 
you. You are the only one that matters. Make yourself happy. You first. 
Christianity turns that mentality upside down. It is not ourselves that we 
trust, find justification or proclaim. It is Jesus. 
 
He is the One worth proclaiming and in him is all the good we could ever 
hope for. Care, purpose, the Spirit’s power. You have a personal reputation, 
and some phenomenal relationships, but the defining focus of your life is 
Jesus and hopefully it is him you point to in that reputation and 
relationships. 
 
We don’t always understand just how much we benefit from this reality. 
To have Jesus at the center. But he is our help, our provision and our life. 
His kingdom is our realm and his control is our comfort. We serve others 
for his sake, to bring glory to his name because he has given us eternal 
good. 
 
Today is just as good a day as any other to remember our center, to 
proclaim not ourselves and our good looks, credibility and success, but 
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 70	

March 6  
For Our Sake 
 
“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21 ESV) 
 
Stop the presses. Now hear this. Jesus took on the weight and punishment 
of sin so that in him you would be the righteousness of God. And that 
means you can stand before a perfect and holy God and not be ruined by 
the wrath you deserve. In Jesus you are made right. 
 
In the grand scheme of things this all works out for God’s greatest glory. 
His redemptive plan throughout all of history is adding to his glory and we 
are headed toward a crescendo of glory we can’t even imagine. All of this 
glory will be God’s alone. 
 
But don’t for a second miss the exciting truth in this letter to the 
Corinthian church. “For our sake…” It was for your sake that Jesus took on 
the punishment that he did. Every lash of the whip. Every shameful insult. 
Every nail pounded through his hands and feet. For your sake. This is really 
good news, however bloody. Jesus did all of this, became sin, so that you 
could be justified — once for all. 
 
That is certainly our sake… a benefit beyond description. Also it is a 
revelation that God is thinking about you, doing things for your good. You 
are known better by God than by anyone you might encounter and he 
chooses to act “for your sake.” Because of Jesus and his covering of 
righteousness for you, God won’t stop doing things for your sake. He really 
is working all things for your good and his glory. 
 
Rest in his kindness and work for your sake. 
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March 7  
The Edge of the Sword 
 
“They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all 
nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24 ESV) 
 
This is what occurs right before the Son of Man, Jesus, comes on the clouds 
in power and glory. It is going to be quite the sight, the in-breaking of the 
permanence of restoration and reign of Jesus. 
 
Here is the truth of Jesus’ prophecy; many will fall by the sword and be 
captives among other nations while Jerusalem will be destroyed. All of this 
will go on until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 
 
We don’t fully know what Jesus means by “times of the Gentiles.” It could 
be an era of salvation among non-Jews before a great conversion and 
repentance among Israel. Now, for some, this has already happened. 
Jerusalem was sacked in 70 A.D. and Jews were dispersed across the globe. 
After WWII they began a migration back to Israel so perhaps the time of 
the Gentiles has ended or is coming to an end, we are just waiting on Jesus’ 
visible return. 
 
We could spend a lot of energy interpreting Scripture with the headlines of 
the newspaper, or we can let it speak for itself and trust in what is to come 
because we know the One who promised it. 
 
The great news in this prophecy is that God has extended grace to both 
Jews and Gentiles. Far and wide, all peoples can hear and believe the gospel 
of Jesus. To be saved. This is a sign of God’s great love. And it is the sign we 
can cling to as we wait. 
 
Today we can realize that there are many biblical things beyond our grasp. 
We just don’t know how they are going to play out until they do. But we 
know of God from his self-revelation in Scripture and we know his grace in 
Jesus. What more could we possibly need. If we are safe and secure in 
Christ, come what may, we can stand confident in him. Let’s do that today 
and until that great day. 
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March 8  
A Claim Too Far 
 
“If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not 
believe, and if I ask you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of 
Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” So they all said, 
“Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said to them, “You say that I am.” 
Then they said, “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it 
ourselves from his own lips.” (Luke 22:67–71 ESV) 
 
Jesus has been arrested and now finds himself before the religious council 
of elders and scribes. Serious are the accusations against him but it is the 
perceived affirmation that he is the Son of God that is a claim too far. 
 
To claim that you were God, the Son of God, or the Messiah promise from 
the ancient of days, was blasphemy. It was punishable by death and it was 
never taken lightly. You simply didn’t go around claiming to be God no 
matter how well behaved or priestly you might have been. 
 
You did not make the claim, unless you were in fact God. The council is 
bating Jesus — “Tell us if you are the Christ, the anointed One, the Messiah.” 
Jesus knows they won’t believe him, their minds are set on destroying him 
but he will tell them that the Son of Man (using a prophet name for the 
Messiah, for himself) will reign at the right hand of God from that moment 
on. This was the straw they were waiting for. 
 
We can look back and recognize that this is the moment the fever spreads 
through the crowd that will end up chanting for Jesus’ crucifixion in a 
matter of hours and he will be led to a death he never deserved to cover 
wrath for sin he never committed. This is our great moment and it was 
accomplished, not by a mere prophet, or even a stand-out good guy that 
was a gifted speaker. It was accomplished by God himself. 
 
Here is how this hits us. You are not an after thought or just a individual on 
the periphery of history. Jesus, the God-man, who created you, knew you 
and knows you now. He determined to choose you and to live an obedient 
life knowing you could never do it perfectly. He died a death you didn’t 
want to with the full knowledge that it was covering your sin. You are the 
joy set before him as he hangs on a cross in agony. 
 



	 73	

God loves you with a love that drives him to do the absurd so that he can 
call you child. That is amazing news. What else can get in your way today if 
God is for you in this way? Live knowing you are his and he is God. 
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March 9  
The One that Holds All 
 
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you 
have understanding.” (Job 38:4 ESV) 
 
Job has suffered, not because anything he has done but to prove his 
faithfulness to God. And he did better than I imagine I would do. Here God 
responds to Job’s friends and his questioning of his circumstance. 
 
Get ready to take it like a man, God says. Then God asks what is a defining 
question for Job and for us as we contemplate life and reason for certain 
things. “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?” What 
candle do you hold to my sovereignty and greatness? What can you add to 
my massive and ongoing creation? Who are you to question?! 
 
This is God putting us in our creative places. He is the One that holds it all 
and we are his workmanship, living for his glory. This should be a 
tremendous comfort to us going through life. Knowing that God is in 
control and not even the Devil can thwart his plans. It also comforts 
because we know in Christ, everything is working for our good as well. 
 
Talk about stunning news, when we are rightfully in the place of utter 
submission to this master of the universe, he serves us in love by 
sacrificing himself to call us his own. 
 
The question is still a good one — where were we when he created all 
things — but rather than despair over the answer we are soothed that we 
were not there but he cared enough for us to make sure we wouldn’t miss 
anything from here on out. 
 
God is in control and he is holding you in Jesus. 
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March 10  
With Great Joy 
 
“And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and 
were continually in the temple blessing God.” (Luke 24:52–53 ESV) 
 
To have witnessed this moment in the ministry of Jesus. He has 
resurrected, been seen by the women first, then appears to a couple sad 
dudes on the road to Emmaus and eventually has an audience with the rest 
of the disciples. He reminds them of what he had taught and how things 
were supposed to god down. They eventually, finally get it. Their eyes are 
opened to all of Scripture and its declaration of him and they are in awe. 
 
Jesus promises power from on high, the Holy Spirit, and he tells them that 
once the Spirit comes they are to preach forgiveness in his name to the 
whole world. Then he ascends to heaven, to take his place at the right hand 
of the Father, to reign forever. Of course they know he will be back, to 
finalize things but this has left them with joy and praise. 
 
They returned to the city with great joy. This is all I want of life, to have 
“with great joy” describe my existence, my situations and my 
relationships. Think about it, ‘Jonathan did his weekly work with great joy,’ 
‘Stacy hugged her friends to comfort them, with great joy,’ ‘Chris share the 
gospel with his coworker with great joy!’ This joy is ours to have in Christ, 
and I think we get it when we behold his glory. 
 
Here are the disciples; awestruck by the resurrected Christ’s instruction 
and teaching and then in glory he leaves them. They saw his beauty, his 
wholeness and it left them with a spring in their step. 
 
Today how can you position yourself to see the beauty of Christ? By 
reading his word? By speaking gospel truth to friends and family? By 
finding a minute of quiet to hear the birds sing of his provision? Whatever 
it is, do it today. See the beauty of Jesus. His forgiveness, his gift of power, 
his glory. Then live in joy. 
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March 11  
Toot the Horn 
 
“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” For it is not the one who 
commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord 
commends.” (2 Corinthians 10:17–18 ESV) 
 
This is a slap to our desires for fame and acclaim. Even if we don’t hold a 
prideful want of renown, we probably want to be well thought of in our 
workplace and home. Not all bad things but when we are the credit takers 
we can get wonky. The renown becomes our idol and the minute it slips we 
spiral to a sick desperation. 
 
There is a remedy for the Christian. Boast in the Lord not in yourself. This 
is counter to our natural inclination and maybe even the advice of every 
business book or self-help manual. This goes against a self-esteem 
movements that want you to toot your own horn to feel good about 
yourself. 
 
The other way is not think worse of yourself, but in fact thinking better of 
Christ. Here Paul is defending his ministry to the Corinthian church and he 
has quite the resume. They know his effort and leadership acumen. But his 
ministry is not about him and his reputation. His ministry is for and fueled 
by the gospel of Jesus. His saving work, his claim over you. It is this that he 
boasts in and Jesus’ approval that matter. 
 
I promise this is not just a gut check for those in “ministry.” As a pastor I 
need to hear it without a doubt. But this is for all of us, no matter vocation 
or situation. Our boast is in the Lord, his care, provision, salvation and 
empowerment for life. Self-righteousness ends, and we fully embrace Jesus 
for our proving and commendation. 
 
In Christ we are commended, actually honored with him before God. This 
is our boast, in Jesus. When we recognize this our boast changes from being 
about us to being about the One that is worthy of it. 
 
How might we boast in the Lord today? 
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March 12  
Fully Known 
 
“But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all 
people and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew 
what was in man.” (John 2:24–25 ESV) 
 
Jesus was performing miracles and he even declared that the temple could 
be destroyed and restored in three days. His base of believers was growing. 
But it wasn’t time yet. He did not entrust himself to them. He did not fully 
reveal himself, his purpose and his divinity. He knew they were fickle and 
not ready for the teaching he would begin to bring. Even so, he knew them. 
 
He himself knew what was in man. He knew the motivations and thoughts 
of every soul that believed in him in that moment. He knows the hearts of 
humanity. He knows every little secret and dream. He knows all there is to 
know about us. 
 
And his timing is impeccable. He doesn’t delay forever, and even knowing 
the hearts of men, he presents himself to suffer and die in our place. Get 
that: Jesus knew exactly what he was doing and just how awful you are and 
how broken each person he claims would be. Still he takes it on out of love. 
He knows everything about you and he still says, yes, I will die for her, for 
him. 
 
Today, in Christ, you are fully known and fully redeemed. Chosen, forgiven 
and secure for eternity. Let that truth stir you today to worship Jesus all 
the more. 
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March 13 
Sealed 
 
“Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true.” 
(John 3:33 ESV) 
 
John the Baptist, the one leading the way for the Messiah is giving his final 
words to his followers and he makes clear that he is to decrease for that 
Jesus can increase.  
That Jesus’ message can go forth. That his ministry can usher in the 
kingdom. Jesus is the One whom utters the words of God and the Spirit 
pours out. 
 
And for those that believe in him? They set his seal. And he seals them. 
Forever. This is the change all of humanity had been waiting for. He comes 
form above, is above all. There are many who don’t receive his testimony, 
but for those that do, everything changes. 
 
Your belief declares that God is true. His word is powerful. This is the good 
news for you. You are kept for eternity in Him. As a coheir with Christ, 
your place is settled. Why not let that sink in. 
 
Today, as you believe in Jesus, you have set your seal. Rest in that. 
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March 14  
The Sharp Edge 
 
“For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of God. For we 
also are weak in him, but in dealing with you we will live with him by the 
power of God.” (2 Corinthians 13:4 ESV) 
 
These words come at the close of Paul’s second letter to the church in 
Corinth. He desires to come to them, but they should not for one moment 
think that he will go easy on those causing division and harming the flock. 
He will come with a sharp edge. That really is what his letters of correction 
have been and it actually reflects a wonderful truth of Christ. 
 
He cares for his people and he will not leave them to wither in sin he will 
surgically cut with the sharp edge of the Spirit to refine his people — his 
weakest moment, on the cross, brought him to fullness in his power. But 
there is comfort in this power. That he is the One that wields it and his 
purpose is perfect. It is comforting and a reminder of his love for us. And it 
is working in us his glory. 
 
Here in 2 Corinthians, Paul is calling the church to experience this power of 
Jesus in community. It is other believers that are our accountability and 
our gospel reminder. This is where a collection of those weak before the 
Lord are made strong in him. It is the way of restoration and peace. May the 
Lord’s sharp edge work this into us today. 
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March 15  
Upright 
 
“For the upright will inhabit the land, and those with integrity will remain 
in it, but the wicked will be cut off from the land, and the treacherous will 
be rooted out of it.” (Proverbs 2:21–22 ESV) 
 
The Proverbs are rich in practical wisdom. Things of life to seek after and 
things to avoid. They help give us right categories for leading and even for 
following. They are nuggets of truth. And they are all about Jesus. 
 
In today’s reading I came to Proverbs 2 as I have many times before, ready 
to latch on to the value of wisdom. Refine me, Lord is the prayer. Make me 
the super leader you made me to be. 
 
Then I get to verses 21 and 22. It is the upright that will inhabit the good 
land, the land promised and rich which blessing. Those with integrity 
remain. But the wicked… they will be cut off from the promise. Those 
treacherous will be rooted out. Maybe you didn’t think this way when you 
read these verses… but I realize I am the wicked. I am the treacherous and 
on my own I have not a hope in the world of inhabiting the land. 
 
Truth be told, this is you too. It is all of us not matter how clever we get at 
convincing ourselves we can obtain uprightness, or said in another word, 
righteousness. 
 
But Jesus. You know, the One we cling to as Savior. He is the upright man. 
The only man with perfect integrity. He inhabits. He remains. He is 
wisdom. And he gives it all to you. This is where you are granted residency 
in the land. By the work of another, by the righteousness of Christ. 
 
Now in him, when you believe in his wisdom and uprightness, you are 
enabled and empowered to live the upright life. To experience integrity 
and to dwell with him in the land forever. 
 
So get your wisdom on today. Run to Jesus, the upright man. Hear his 
words over you of acceptance, completion and righteousness. Then live in 
the land secure and full of integrity. 
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March 16  
No hunger or thirst 
 
“All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I 
will never cast out.” (John 6:37 ESV) 
 
Jesus tells the listening crowd that he is the bread of life. All that come to 
him will have no hunger. All that believe in him shall never thirst. John 6 is 
a huge moment in the ministry of Jesus and I wonder how much it reflects 
how many of us approach him. 
 
Thousands of people have been miraculously fed by this “Prophet” who has 
come. He has walked on water. The signs point to his anointing. But he is 
pursued for the blessing he gives. The people just want more food. They 
don’t desire to worship or declare that he is God. No, they want a king who 
gives them a daily ration. To this desire Jesus tells them that he was the 
manna in the wilderness and they need to eat of him. 
 
This is too hard of a saying for the people to swallow and all but twelve 
leave him. We can see this as terribly discouraging and analyze a better 
way to build a ministry. But in the midst of the preaching of truth and the 
call to consume Jesus comes words of peace and security that we can cling 
too even now. 
 
All that believe will have no hunger and no thirst. Their needs will be met 
and whoever comes to Jesus, he will never cast out. Let that arrive at the 
door of your soul and knock for a moment. 
 
All that the Father, that God determines will be saved WILL come to Jesus 
and those that come to Jesus will never be cast out. They will be kept. They 
won’t be turned away or scared off. They are secure. 
 
Have you believed in Jesus? That he is the God-man who lived a life of 
perfect obedience for you and died a death you never wanted to? That he 
rose on the third day and ascended to his rightful place on the throne in 
heaven? If you have believed you will not be cast out. 
 
Jesus knows everything about you. Your past, your future and your 
present. He knows the decisions you are going to make and the mistakes 
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ahead. And he loves you. His atoning work on the cross still applies and 
will forever. He will never send you away. He will not cast you out. 
 
Rest friends. Jesus is keeping you. You are his. You can live a little bigger 
today knowing that your station is secure. Let’s live. 
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March 17  
He Became a Curse 
 
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us —
 for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree” — (Galatians 
3:13 ESV) 
 
The Law was a hard guardian. Meant to keep God’s people, to reveal how 
they were to live in response to his care, it was a burden too high. None 
could keep it and it yoked them like a curse. But God doesn’t leave us in 
under that burden. There is a way of salvation and it is done by another 
taking on the curse. 
 
Jesus comes, lives the law to perfection, and in dying an innocent death 
takes on the disobedience, the inability, the sin of those that believe in him. 
He becomes a curse for us. And as the curse he is crucified on a tree. 
Shamed, scourged, ripped to shreds, for us. 
 
Most days I don’t even think of the cross. By that I mean the gravity, the 
physicality and the experience of the cross. I have a good grasp on the work 
of the cross. Our forgiveness, the “It is finished” declaration of Christ. But I 
neglect the reality of him taking on the curse. 
 
That he took on all of my sin. All of your brokenness. All of the mess of 
humanity so that he could solve the problem of sin and redeem a people. 
He became sin so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
This is huge. This is cosmic. This is mind-blowing. Think about the gravity 
of it. Let the transfer of your gunk set in. Then let the reality of it free you. 
You are no longer cursed. You are liberated, empowered and transformed. 
 
Let’s live like it today! 
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March 18  
Light’s Word 
 
“So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, 
you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” (John 8:31–32 ESV) 
 
Among the most known and quoted verses of the Bible, but also one used to 
prove things far from the truth Jesus was speaking. “The truth will set you 
free.” We see it and say it all the time. But do we really use it in the context 
of the word of Jesus, of his truth proclaimed and delivered through the 
Bible? 
 
Here Jesus has made a bold claim, essentially one that would bring on his 
death, that he was the light of the world. He really is the God-man and he 
has come to preach good news of forgiveness and real life in him. This is no 
ordinary truth that sets us free, but the truth of Jesus and his finished work 
for all who believe. 
 
If we remain in his word, his declaration over us as saved and adopted, we 
are truly his disciples and this truth will be our freedom. We could make 
this about setting a goal to read your Bible everyday but while that helps 
and we should be reading Scripture, it is the word that it proclaims that 
Jesus has in mind for our abiding. The word of Christ, all that Scripture 
says of him and the result of his obedience, sacrifice and resurrection. This 
is the place of our freedom. 
 
So now we approach Scripture ready to abide in Christ’s word, to devour 
the grace that is announced and stare at the glory of Jesus that is revealed. 
In this we will find freedom. Righteousness, purpose, adventure; all at the 
truth of Jesus. All at the light’s word. 
 
He is the light of the world, and his word declares freedom for you. Walk in 
it today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 85	

March 19  
Life for Glory’s Display 
 
“Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that 
the works of God might be displayed in him.” (John 9:3 ESV) 
 
The entourage around Jesus passes a man blind form birth and they ask a 
question not unlike the questions we ask in light of God’s sovereignty and 
control over all things. ‘Is this man blind because of his own sin or the sins 
of his parents?’ Logical question, especially when they guy you are asking 
is your Rabbi, your teacher. 
 
To their surprise, and maybe yours, it was not the sins of anyone that 
brought on this blindness but rather so the works of God might be 
displayed. He is blind so that Jesus can heal him and show his miraculous 
power. 
 
Wait. He would do that? We are totally okay if the poor lad was blind 
because he did something wrong. But just so God can be glorified? Yeah. 
That’s it. Things play out in life, and often the only reason is so that the 
works of God might be displayed. That you might be healed, transformed, 
given hope. All to highlight Jesus. 
 
Are we okay with that? I hope so because that really is the way of it. And 
friend it is actually meant to be a comfort .You were created for glory, to 
glorify God. Life then is providentially unfolding in ways that make that 
happen. It is always for our good, and his glory. 
 
Today, let his sovereign care comfort you. Know that often the reason for 
things might be a mystery and sometimes they are to display to work of 
Jesus. How exciting is that?! 
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March 20  
Life Laid Down 
 
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep.” (John 10:11 ESV) 
 
We take it for granted don’t we. That Jesus actually laid down his life for 
us. The greatest of heroes, the Savior of the world gives up his blood and 
breath for you. 
 
Wolves and thieves will come and attempt to take the sheep away. But this 
good shepherd will protect the sheep. He knows them personally, and he 
lays down his life for them. And this laying down was no cakewalk. It took 
on the burden of sin. Experienced separation from God the Father and was 
shamed by those gather round. Under darkness he gave up his spirit. His 
life, for you. 
 
For Jesus it was worth it. To claim you, to cover you by his death. With joy 
he welcomes you as brother or sister in the wake of his death and 
resurrection. You are never outside of his care. 
 
The good shepherd knows you. He loves you. Listen to his voice and follow 
him. Hear him tell you how you are approved in him. And live. 
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March 21  
Chosen to be Blameless 
 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him.” (Ephesians 1:3–4 ESV) 
 
We can look at Paul’s opening of this letter to the Ephesian church and land 
where many people do that study this text — thinking it is only about 
predestination. That is God chose those that would be saved from the 
foundation of the earth. Many a disagreement and battle has been waged 
over this truth. But today let’s focus on what we were chosen for. 
 
Those that are in Christ, that have believed in him, were given the freedom 
to believe that they should be holy and blameless before him. God chose 
you so that you would be righteous and able to stand before his throne. 
Welcomed in to a place you could never earn. 
 
Because this is truly who you are in Jesus. Holy and blameless. All of your 
corruption, your nastiest sins, and the not so nasty ones, all of your failure 
to repent, is covered by the blood of Jesus. One and done. Now you wear his 
righteousness. You own his holiness. And as he is blameless, so are you 
before God. 
 
This motivates us to live it out. To be quick to repent. To pursue holiness. 
To be those that are called righteous before God. You fuel for all of that is 
the holiness of Jesus that is yours. It seems so circular but it is miraculous. 
 
Today live in your status as one chosen to be holy and blameless before 
God. One your own you can’t. That’s why you needed a Savior. In Jesus you 
are, holy and blameless. Rejoice! 
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March 22  
But God 
 
“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he 
loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ — by grace you have been saved” (Ephesians 2:4–5 ESV). 
 
This is the truth of grace. This is the gospel. You were lost. Dead in your sin 
and skipping after desires of the mind, body and this world. You were 
beyond help. But God.  
 
In mercy. In love. When you were at your lowest, he brought you to life in 
Christ. By the work of Jesus on the cross, by his amazing grace, you have 
been saved.  
 
The worst of what you suffered under, the worst the world had to offer, all 
silenced by grace. This is grace that gives you faith. This is grace that gives 
you salvation. This is grace that gives you purpose, passion and an eternity 
of security in Christ.  
 
Let your feet dance. Let your heart smile. Engage each face you see today 
with the same grace you have been given. Answer the questions that come 
with the hope of Jesus. Know that life has been rough, it will be rough, but 
God, in mercy saved you.  
 
Rest in that grace today.  
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March 23  
Be Washed 
 
“Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If 
I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” (John 13:8 ESV) 
 
The Disciples are gathered together for the Passover meal and Jesus is 
giving his final words of instruction and hope to them. Then he gets to his 
knees and draws some water in order to wash the feet of the men that have 
been following him. 
 
What an absurd event. The honored man would never be the one to wash… 
but here Jesus is reordering the way of things. The servant is the leader. 
The Savior is the One to wash the filth off of the feet of his followers. At 
least Peter reacts to this cleaning by Jesus a little appalled and desiring a 
whole-body wash. But Jesus says he must do what is happening. It is the 
way of being made to wear his righteousness, to be cleansed of sin. 
 
We react much the same way to Jesus don’t we? We think we will clean 
ourselves up, fix what is broken, show Jesus how worthy we are. And his 
message is the same to us, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with 
me.” 
 
Either it is Jesus who does the cleaning or you will never be clean and will 
not be with him for eternity. No Jesus will certainly use you to war against 
sin and pursue the righteousness he grants you but the once-for-all 
provision of spiritual washing comes only from him. 
 
This truth is meant for our refreshment and rest. That we would 
experience the same sensation that the disciples would, the removal of dirt 
and the coolness of water. And it is rest in that Jesus is the actor, he is doing 
the work. All of your spiritual life is just like this. 
 
Today let Jesus wash you. Be reminded of his work to clean you and the 
“share” you have with him. You are clean. Be free. 
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March 24  
The Kind Life 
 
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32 ESV) 
 
Invited into a whole new life, we believe in Christ, are given his 
righteousness and his Spirit and we are kind to one another. So much in 
our day would be solved if there was kindness. Relationships would heal. 
Politics would enlighten. Social media would be among the greatest of 
encouragements! Things would be so different. 
 
In Jesus, this is exactly the difference we are told is ours. Because of his 
work for us on the cross, his eternal kindness toward those that could 
never deserve it, we now reflect that kindness toward those in the 
household of faith and beyond. We are softer to one another. We are quick 
to forgive when wronged. All motivated by the forgiveness we have in 
Christ. 
 
This is not about earning something. We are not kind to manipulate the 
other or to receive a prize at the end of it. We are kind because in his loving 
kindness Jesus died for us. He invites us into his resurrection life and 
secures our eternity with him. 
 
Nothing is in jeopardy with Jesus. Because of that truth, we can be kind to 
one another. Today, let’s be kind. 
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March 25  
To Witness 
 
“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about 
me. And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from 
the beginning.” (John 15:26–27 ESV) 
 
Jesus has claimed to be the vine and his followers the branches. He has 
indicated the shared persecution they will experience. And he has revealed 
that greater love is known in a friend laying down his life. His life laid 
down for you. 
 
Now in pursuit of Jesus, following him like the disciples we are the 
branches. We are the persecuted and we are those given new life in him. 
Enemies rescued by a Savior willing to give up himself for us. We then have 
a story to tell, truth to make known. We live to witness of him. 
 
We are not alone in this, and we are empowered in it by a supernatural 
force beyond all others. The Spirit of truth. In us, the Holy Spirit bears 
witness of Jesus. We are reminded by the Spirit of Christ’s work, of his 
sacrifice and resurrection for us. And in turn we take that witness and 
share it with other. To live our lives telling this grand story of redemption 
and grace. 
 
How might you witness of Jesus today? By recounting what he has done for 
you? By extending grace to your neighbor in light of the grace that has been 
extended to you? By speaking the gospel of Jesus to a stranger in need? 
 
Whatever it may be, live as a witness. Live reminded and empowered by 
the Spirit to make much of Jesus. 
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March 26  
Permanent Joy 
 
“So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will 
rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” (John 16:22 ESV) 
 
Jesus is explaining his death to his disciples. That he will go away, but 
come back… It will be like childbirth for them. Dread in the moment of 
pain, but overriding joy once it is done. Their sorrow will turn to joy as the 
Spirit comes to comfort, help and point to the finished work of Jesus. 
 
This is their experience in the midst of a dramatic week leading to the 
crucifixion and resurrection of Christ. That day in between of darkness, the 
unknown and the confusion of it all. But he told them these things so they 
would remember and welcome him with joy. 
 
They do and now we too tap into this joy. The childbirth is over and we 
have the permanent joy that none can take away. Even so, we wait for the 
final return and the permanent physical reality of the new earth, the 
kingdom of God with no challenge or opposition. 
 
So how do we get through it? How do we break through the brokenness 
and sorrows that may come? The gift of the Holy Spirit. He will guide us 
into all truth, glorifying Jesus. He will comfort our weary hearts and 
remind us of the promises of Christ and the accomplished work of the 
cross. He will lead us into rest. 
 
This is all ours in Jesus. There are certainly days that don’t feel like it, but it 
is as sure as the word of Christ. We can trust in it. And now petition the 
Spirit to bring us help, to remind us that Jesus overcame the world and to 
turn our sorrow to joy. 
 
Today, let’s ask Jesus for this help and live in the joy that is ours in him. 
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March 27  
To Know Him 
 
“And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent.” (John 17:3 ESV) 
 
Jesus prays his high priestly prayer asking the Father to glorify him as he 
brings the Father glory. To unite the followers of Jesus for the life ahead of 
them. To sanctify them, transforming them into his likeness. That 
Scripture would be fulfilled and the world would experience the love of 
God in Jesus. 
 
God has given Jesus authority to give eternal life to all whom he has given 
him. And this is eternal life — to know the one true God. To know Jesus. 
 
If you randomly asked me on the street what eternal life is, I am not sure 
this would be my first answer. I might say the end of death… paradise… 
harps and puffy clouds… a never-ending story of fun! But to know Jesus? 
 
But the Savior makes clear that this is eternal life — it is the way, weight 
and wholeness of life without end — to know the Triune God. We too 
quickly pass over this and miss it. But this is the prize of eternity. To know 
Jesus. To grow in our knowing. To be in awe of what this knowing reveals, 
forever. 
 
Can you imagine that? Knowing the God of the universe. Not just knowing 
about him, but knowing him. The eternal eureka moment of life in Christ! 
 
Today eternal life is your as you believe in Jesus. You will know the only 
true God and the clock won’t tick down on your opportunity to be with 
him. It will last beyond our ability to comprehend time.  
 
Let this excite you a bit. Let it drive your pursuit of Jesus even now, that we 
might know him all the more. 
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March 28  
Speaking of Knowledge 
 
“The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouths of fools 
pour out folly.” (Proverbs 15:2 ESV) 
 
We live in an age saturated with information. Facts, figures, personalities 
and conflict abound. But how do we decipher what is knowledge and what 
is just base folly? I think for that we have to look to wisdom himself, to 
Jesus. 
 
What is the knowledge that Jesus commends? Knowledge of himself; of the 
Spirit. Knowledge of truth — the setting free kind of truth that is Jesus’ 
gospel. The opportunities to love one another as he loved; knowing that 
love ourselves. 
 
There are many things but they all point ultimately to Jesus and more 
often than not what this proverbial wisdom casts on us it to use our 
tongues talk of him. To encourage each other. To speak well and with 
knowing. And to let that knowledge fuel all of the other ‘knowledge’ we 
obtain. 
 
This is also a lesson for those that preach before listening ears. Don’t our 
out folly. The useless and meaningless things that crowd for attention in 
our day. But commend knowledge of Jesus. Of his finished work. Of his 
declaration of love over us. Then go and pursue that knowledge with those 
that hear you. 
 
Today who can you encourage toward the knowledge of Jesus? Who can 
you tell and walk with in going after the truth? Go tell them. 
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March 29  
Following the Lord 
 
“For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it 
by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their 
journeys.” (Exodus 40:38 ESV) 
 
The Tabernacle, the place to worship God, has been erected and the people 
of Israel are set to move through the wilderness to the land that was 
promised for them. Their journey was one of following the Lord. And while 
it would be a long and strange journey (mostly because of their sin) they, or 
the generation that followed, would eventually get to that land. All they 
were to do is follow. 
 
I often think of this situation and wonder if life would be easier if following 
God’s plan was like Israel’s experience. To have a pillar of smoke during the 
day and fire by night to follow. This is the original traffic signal… Move 
when it moves, stop when it stops, turn where it turns. What significant 
provision God has given his people. 
 
Of course the story unfolds and even with daily miraculous rations of food 
and this level of direction, the people are rebellious and have trouble 
obeying! So maybe this visual, constant indicator is not all that it was 
cracked up to be. 
 
Then I realize that I have a daily visual reminder in God’s Word. Scripture 
unfolds the direction, the way of Christ and living in response to his grace 
for us. It is as clear as type of the printed page. It is ours to follow because 
Jesus has fully followed in obedience for us. And what’s more, he gives us 
his Spirit to empower our following. 
 
We have no need for clouds and flames as the living Holy Spirit dwells 
within us and illumines the Bible to be our guide for pursuing Jesus, 
following him as he leads us. This seems to be a better situation. Even 
better, Jesus is our promised land. He is not only the leader he is the 
reward, the provision and radiance of our lives. 
 
Today, let’s open the Word and ask the Spirit to leads us further up and 
further into Jesus. 
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March 30  
Real Provision 
 
“And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in 
glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. 
Amen.” (Philippians 4:19–20 ESV) 
 
Paul’s parting words from Roman captivity to the church in Philippi — be 
content and be generous. This is the point of his final chapter, and he has 
been building on finding strength, purpose and peace in Jesus for all of life. 
Now come the choice words of being satisfied in little and in much. And 
being willing to give it all away for the glory of God. 
 
Paul won’t live much longer. His steadfast embrace of the gospel, and his 
proclamation of the same, will lead him to a beheading before long but the 
truths he deposits are gold for those in Christ. 
 
This is the story of God’s real provision. The church has been generous, and 
Paul wants them to keep it up. Help fund gospel ministry, help build other 
churches because of all you have been given in Christ. Then the only 
provision we need: every need met according to his riches. Now we must 
pause and realize this does not mean that God classifies your “desire” for 
something, say a Tesla, as a need. But in mind here is the real things of life. 
And it is all we need — every true need met. 
 
Of course first and foremost is the spiritual need of salvation, granted to us 
in Christ. But this is also the practical things of life, when all seems 
hopeless, even when we sense a streak of luck. God provides. And in that 
provision, the believers where generous to others. 
 
It is easier to recognize this from the place of contentment. In knowing 
that because we have Jesus, everything else is gravy. So today maybe that is 
where we need to start. Holy Spirit, grant us this Christ-alone level of 
contentment that Paul writes about. Use it to make us generous people that 
can recognize the real provision we receive without fail. 
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March 31  
The Point of Community 
 
“Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.” (Colossians 1:28 
ESV) 
 
Your union with Christ is a grand mystery revealed and it is all that the 
Bible points to. It changes your circumstances, it solves your eternity and it 
transforms who you are. And it is delivered in community with other 
believers on the same journey. 
 
Here Paul is telling the Church that he prays for them with joy because of 
what the Lord is doing among them, because of the faith they have. He is 
also giving a glimpse into the purpose of his ministry, and essentially all 
ministry that follows after, to bring people to maturity in Christ. 
 
I don’t think it is bad to read this text and think of growing up, certainly 
experiencing the transformation, the sanctification we hope for. But I also 
don’t think it is solely about those things. In fact the way Paul teaches I 
think for him maturity in Christ looks different than we might imagine on 
first blush. 
 
What if this maturity is equivalent to being “ripe” in Christ? Or maybe 
“aged.” Having lived so fully relying on Jesus, from his accomplished work 
on the cross trust him to empower us to live now, that we are seasoned in 
Christ. That the gospel drips from our tongues. That we are known for our 
love, love like Jesus’ love. That joy becomes our middle name! 
 
This is the point of Christian community. To travel this journey together, 
encouraging each other to being ripe in Christ. Being mature in our trust 
and resting in the sovereign control of Jesus. 
 
Think about it today. Ask Jesus to bring you, and your community 
maturity in him. 
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April 1  
April Refuge 
 
“Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is 
quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.” (Psalm 2:12 ESV) 
 
On April Fool’s Day I hesitate to look at Social Media. What can I believe? 
Who can I trust?! Thankfully our Savior is never pulling one over on us and 
his Word remains true, always. So he is our April refuge. 
 
The Psalmist looks forward to the king that will come the heir of all, the 
Son of God. And he is who we are to believe in, in whom we place our trust. 
The wrath that is quickly kindled is covered in Jesus as he took our place on 
the cross satisfying the wrath of God against our sin. And now we only 
know peace, security and safety in Jesus. 
 
This is what it means to have Jesus as Lord, or as king of your life. To trust 
in him, to take him at his word and to find all of your provision, resource 
and hope in him alone and above all things. 
 
We get so easily distracted and run after little kings instead. Like our own 
fleshly desires. Mistaken pursuits and false identities. But over and over 
again, in wave upon wave of grace, Jesus remains our welcome place, our 
refuge. The king to whom we can run and be accepted, made whole and 
forgiven. 
 
Who will you run to today? Don’t be a fool. Run to Jesus. Find your refuge 
in him. Rest in him. 
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April 2  
Peace as Ruler 
 
“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in one body. And be thankful.” (Colossians 3:15 ESV) 
 
Sign me up for the peace of Christ to rule in my heart. That is what we 
really desire isn’t it? To have the peace that surpasses understanding. To 
own this calm in a storm. To be anxious of nothing and able to rest. 
 
This is the peace of Christ, knowing the work is finished, that you are kept 
and secure in him forever. Nothing can harm or jeopardize you. In Christ 
you have peace. But it is not just for the individual. 
 
In fact, Paul is here giving instruction to the church to love each other well. 
To live in harmony, bearing with one another for Christ’s glory. In this 
living together they are to let the peace of Christ rule in their hearts, 
individually and collectively. This is what the church is to be known for, 
love that drives peace. 
 
We get things all mixed up because we still war against sin in our lives and 
there is more than enough mess to go around, but this is the place we are to 
come back to over and over. The peace of Christ. 
 
Maybe today, in a practical and tangible way you are to let this peace rule in 
your heart. Is there someone in your faith community you need to share 
love with, or forgive? Go to them, let the peace of Christ rule among your 
hearts. Is your mind and heart in distress unsure what life is meant to hold 
or how you will get by? Review the promises of Jesus and let his peace rule 
in you heart. 
 
Lord, today make your peace rule in our hearts that we would believe you, 
run to you and rest in you. Amen. 
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April 3  
Reminded to Pray 
 
“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 
(Colossians 4:2 ESV) 
 
The Christians in this little town are being reminded of their identity, of 
the peace of Christ, and they must continue in prayer. With a watchful eye 
they are to live a life of thankfulness. 
 
Seem easy enough. But truth is, we need the reminder. Life happens and 
even when we have the best of intentions, we forget to pray. We neglect to 
remain in steadfast prayer. 
 
So is there something to motivates us, or draw us back to prayer when the 
busy times of life come? How about the fact that your prayers are heard? 
Because of the work of Jesus on the cross for you, you have 24/7 access to 
the Father through the Son. Not only do you have the ability to be heard, 
Jesus prays for you at the side of the Father constantly. 
 
When we are toward to continue steadfastly in prayer it is a reflection of 
Christ’s ongoing intercession for us. Since we are heard and Jesus petitions 
for us, we can be watchful, we learn to desire it. There is much to keep 
away from and better things to focus on. So we become watchful for these 
things and over time live to honor Jesus by watchfully keeping 
temptations and disobedience at bay. 
 
Jesus dies so you can have access to the Father, he invites us to remain in 
prayer all while he is constantly in prayer. Let this excite you today. Come 
what may, you have access to help. Be thankful for this and rejoice in 
Christ. 
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April 4  
Cosmic Divide 
 
“When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of 
him, and the son of man that you care for him?” (Psalm 8:3–4 ESV) 
 
It is far too easy to take God for granted. We don’t always think of his 
holiness, his creative power, and his enormity. Things meant to leave us in 
awe of him. No, God has become a buddy to answer back little prayers for 
parking spots and avoiding a cold. 
 
But the Psalms, and all of Scripture, paints a different picture, a correct 
picture of who God is and how mind-shattering the reality should be to us. 
So as we approach the Bible, we gain a sense of magnitude from the One we 
worship. This is right and good because it leads to a secondary awe that is 
all the more sweet to us. 
 
This huge God, who hung the stars and spins the earth, crossed the cosmic 
divide between himself and man to think of and care for us. Jesus, the 
creator and sustainer of the universe leaves the comfort of the throne room 
of heaven to labor among hardened sinners. He gives himself up for them 
and calls them to himself as he is glorified. The God of the universe is 
mindful of you. 
 
There is no unimportant person, or situation beyond God’s purview. He is 
mindful and he cares. Jesus claimed and keeps you and he thinks of you all 
the time. 
 
Let this drive up some awe in you today, knowing that the huge God, cares 
for you. 
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April 5  
Not In Vain 
 
“Though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, 
as you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of 
God in the midst of much conflict.” (1 Thessalonians 2:2 ESV) 
 
The gospel of grace usually doesn’t land in friendly territory. In fact, it is a 
bomb in the midst of the biggest battles of life. And I think it is meant to be. 
Paul’s preaching was not in vain but it had purpose, to declare freedom to 
captives and hope to the forsaken. They were openly and violently opposed 
when they came to town but the good news was better than safety. It had 
to go forth. It was worth the cost. 
 
In our Western lifestyles it is hard, but becoming easier, to understand this 
level of persecution. The fire that refined the Apostles, ignited the spread of 
Christianity and it still comes to conflict. 
 
Even when we have been raised in a good home that taught us how to 
behave — the gospel wars against, and defeats moralism or self-
righteousness. When we think our lives are too far gone to be saved, that 
we have sinned too much for God to care — the gospel frees us form the 
shackles of sin and death giving freedom and life. When we are lost in our 
doubt and find it impossible to obey the way of Christ — the gospel reminds 
us of faithfulness even when we are unfaithful and gives us the greatest of 
loves to respond to by our living. 
 
This message of our Savior, of Jesus’ work on the cross, of his declaration 
that it is finished and we are secure in him, it is a wartime weapon meant 
to devastate the enemy. Whatever conflict you find yourself or your soul in 
today. Hear the good news of Jesus. It is not in vain, but for your good and 
his glory. 
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April 6  
Increased Love 
 
“May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 
for all, as we do for you,” (1 Thessalonians 3:12 ESV) 
 
This is the prayer for the church that Jesus prayed the night before his 
crucifixion, it is the prayer that Paul wrote in his letter to the Thessalonian 
church, and it is our prayer today as we journey and wander through life 
on mission together. 
 
That the Lord would grow us, bring more people into his kingdom and that 
we would have overflowing love for one another that spills out to everyone 
else. 
 
This is the Christian way. Jesus gave a new command that his followers 
love one another so that outsiders would see that they belong to Jesus. 
They will know you by your love. Then in the knowing, the numbers will 
increase as others get in on this and love Jesus. It is a beautiful way. Better 
than any pyramid scheme or force conversion. This is the way of love. 
 
We don’t think about it and act on it often enough. We don’t usually pray 
for our love for other Christians to increase, especially the ones we make up 
the church with… the ones that get on our nerves. But this is our way, the 
way of love. And it is by this love, for whatever unknown reason, that Jesus 
draws others to himself. 
 
Let us be lovers today. Let’s pray to abound in love for other Christians and 
that the Lord would shine our love into dark places for his glory. That he 
would make us increase and abound in love. 
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April 7  
Refreshing News 
 
“Like cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.” 
(Proverbs 25:25 ESV) 
 
How best to use words to care and build up. That is the truth conveyed in 
Proverbs 25, and it is a good bit of wisdom. Careful what you say, how you 
say it and to whom you speak! 
 
Then there is this nugget about good news… And reading Scripture with 
an awareness of how Christ fulfills it all, he is the wisdom of God, we get a 
sense of the good news we can bring to refresh those around us. 
 
Lost and incapable of being as good as the Proverbs direct, or God’s law 
demands, we are in need of intervention. Jesus comes and is perfectly 
obedient and wise, meeting every requirement on our behalf. Then he 
substitutes himself in death, a death we deserve for sin and disobedience. 
Then he gives us new life, hope and freedom from sin in his resurrection. 
Everything has changed and our future is secure in him as our past is 
forgiven and forgotten. 
 
We can face life with purpose, to run after Jesus, splashing his grace on 
everyone that comes near us. We can worship in awe of this great God that 
sought us and calls us his own. We can rest in Jesus’ finished work. We can 
drink deeply of the gospel of grace and be refreshed. 
 
This drink is not only for us however… it is to be shared, to quench the 
thirsty souls of those in need of a Savior. Who can you refresh today? Who 
can you tell of Jesus’ love for them? Bring them a drink. 
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April 8  
Destined for Something Different 
 
“For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep 
we might live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build one 
another up, just as you are doing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:9–11 ESV) 
 
Life can bring us some difficult things. Situations and circumstances that 
distract us from our purpose and our relationships, especially with Jesus. 
The church receiving this letter was distracted. There had been some 
rumor that maybe they missed the return of Jesus and the people couldn’t 
stay motivated or focused on life. But Paul has the antidote. 
 
Hey, remember what you were destined for and have already gained! You 
are living with Christ, the Savior who removed the wrath due to you and 
the One that has given you all life in his resurrection. So live in him. You 
were destined for this. Live. 
 
Oh, and while you live, remind the others to live too. Build up the believers 
around you, encourage them and let’s live this adventure with Jesus 
together, in community. A huge family of people destined for something 
different. 
 
Today, be reminded, God has not destined us for wrath. In Christ we have 
life and we get to live it with others in the same boat. Let’s love one another 
in response to this love of Christ we have been given. 
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April 9  
Only the Perfect Enter 
 
“O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent? Who shall dwell on your holy 
hill?” (Psalm 15:1 ESV) 
 
David is asking the question each and every one of us desires to know, if 
only in the deepest part of who we are. Who can be around the Creator? 
God, who can be in your presence? 
 
The psalmist answers his own question and give us a bit of a sense of 
dread. Did you catch it? On the righteous man can dwell there. The one that 
is blameless and has not been corrupted. He does not evil. 
 
We can step back from Psalm 15, when we read it rightly, concerned that 
we don’t qualify. And let me tell you the worst kept secret, you don’t 
qualify. Even you best is not good enough. It is never the perfection 
required. 
 
Now, don’t stay in that despair, because if you are in Jesus, have believed in 
Christ, you are the perfect person. Made perfect by the unspotted 
righteousness of Jesus. Once and for all. You can dwell on the holy hill, you 
are God’s honor guest in his tent. In Christ, nothing can get in the way of 
your secure presence before the throne. 
 
So who can dwell on the holy hill? You can if you have believe in Jesus. 
Today, rest in the knowledge of your dwelling place with God. 
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April 10  
Divinely Established 
 
“Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us 
and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your 
hearts and establish them in every good work and word.” (2 Thessalonians 
2:16–17 ESV) 
 
The church has been given a challenge to stay awake and not be swayed by 
those that desire to lead them away from the gospel. Instead stand firm in 
the truths of the good news of Jesus that was proclaimed to them, and in 
which they believed. 
 
Paul then prays for them, and it is a prayer for us too. That Jesus would 
comforts us, give us peace, and establish us, keep us firm, in every work 
and word he has given. 
 
This is the inclination that drives everything of our world. To gain some 
sense of comfort and to understand peace. For some that means control 
and harm to people; for others it means the avoidance of any conflict or 
hardship. For the Christian however, this is peace in the midst of violence 
and the hardships of life as well as the good times. 
 
And it is sourced in the love and eternal comfort and hope we received by 
grace in Christ. So the cross of Jesus was not only about solving a cosmic 
spiritual problem, it was also about equipping us to live comforted and 
looking to the hope we have in him. This is what Paul is praying would 
increase in the church. 
 
In this living then we accomplish the good works that Jesus has prepared 
for us. We proclaim the good news of forgiveness and purpose to a world 
wandering without direction. We share the peace we have been given. 
So today, let us be reminded of the eternal comfort we have in the grace of 
Jesus. May God increase that sense in us and may we we rooted and firmly 
established in this hope as we live our everyday life and speak words of 
grace to others. 
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April 11  
Seeking Justice 
 
“Many seek the face of a ruler, but it is from the LORD that a man gets 
justice.” (Proverbs 29:26 ESV) 
 
We are always seeking the right leader. If only we could elect the perfect 
person, hire the right pastor, or work for the innovative boss, things would 
get better. They would recognize my worth, they would right the wrongs 
of society, they would give me a voice. If the appropriate ruler heard my 
plea then everything would change. 
 
Thankfully, there are many leaders that are honest, caring and pursue true 
justice at each opportunity. But the proverbial wisdom here is that our 
ultimate source is not petitioning a king in person, but knowing the One 
true king that can deliver. 
 
It is from the LORD, from Yahweh, God almighty, that justice comes. He 
will make things right. He will distribute just desserts and declare 
sentences for those in opposition. And while this is sounds right, I begin to 
worry because I am among those that deserve justice… not a vindication of 
my situation, but the punishing end of justice. I am corrupt and sinful, 
disregarding God. At the declaration of justice from God the proverb is not 
as comforting as I might imagine. 
 
Then I am reminded of the exhausting of the sentence against me for my 
sin. That Jesus, the King, has shouldered the burden of my punishment and 
shed his blood to bring justice. Now, his face is the only one to seek. The 
place of safety, security and justice. I can also now live to pursue the 
advocate side of justice, helping those in need, protecting the weak and 
those oppressed. With the new voice I am given in Christ I can speak up 
against the injustice of my world no longer left waiting for a ruler to do so. 
 
In Christ, justice has been met and now serves as a motivator for our lives. 
Let us rejoice that we have been made blameless, and let us work to share 
this good news and bring justice in our day. 
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April 12  
Atoned 
 
“Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the 
uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, 
all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells with 
them in the midst of their uncleannesses.” (Leviticus 16:16 ESV) 
 
The Leviticus 16 instructions for the day of atonement are thorough and 
full of blood and the transfer of guilt to innocent creatures all to cover the 
sins of the people. The uncleannesses of the people. God’s own people, the 
chosen family, their sinfulness. 
 
Most of the time when I read of the sacrifices in the Old Testament I end up 
just breezing past them without much thought. I don’t have a recollection 
of the smell of blood flowing, or the experience of the Temple sacrifice. But 
my inability to relate doesn’t remove its significance. For a moment today, 
imagine the weight of this needed sacrifice. There must be blood to atone 
for sin. It is the way instituted in the garden with covering the shame of 
our first parents with the skins of animals. 
 
This is the same kind of ritual, a covering of the sins of the people. Those 
that know better. Those set apart for God’s glory. They have sin and 
disobedience among them. And it is yearly dealt with by the blood of 
another. 
 
As those that follow Jesus, we can look upon these instructions and rejoice 
at their significance. The system was not changed; the law was not broken 
to make a way for us. It was all fulfilled once for all by the blood of Jesus. 
God intervened and brought a more sufficient and final sacrifice. He 
offered up himself to absolve the sins of those he chose and to cover their 
shame for eternity. No more striving. No more returning to the table of 
sacrifice again. It is finished. 
 
Rejoice today. Jesus has solved the crisis of blood. He has given himself to 
save you. Now live in his freedom, his life for you. 
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April 13  
Our Only Mediator 
 
“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus,” (1 Timothy 2:5 ESV) 
 
We are always looking for bridges; for other mediators to bring us to God 
and make us clean before him. We might find “spiritual leaders” as our 
bridge, they just do so well telling us what we hope to hear and they seem 
so perfect. Or even ritual to lead us in, the perfect liturgy will be my bridge 
to God finally giving me something secure to trust in because you can’t 
change tradition. Or most likely, we trust in our own self-righteousness, 
our ability to be good and deserving, to acts as our path, our works as our 
mediator. 
 
But when we do these things, looking to other things to bring us to God, we 
missed the real path, the true and only mediator between God and men. 
Jesus. Jesus is the only way to the Father, he is our bridge, he is the sole 
mediator. He is our priest and pathway. 
 
Now this is meant to comfort us. To know the Way is the way. To rest in 
Jesus’ mediation on our behalf. And it also should bring us back to Jesus 
again and again to keep that relationship tight. 
 
Anytime we sense an idol luring us to go to it, or anytime we find the 
suggestion that another man can bring us to God, we turn to the true 
mediator, once and for all. 
 
Today, know your bridge. Run to him and rest in his bringing your to God, 
for his glory and your good. 
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April 14  
What a Waste 
 
“I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity 
and a striving after wind.” (Ecclesiastes 1:14 ESV) 
 
All the crazy, and not so crazy pursuits of life are vanity. Meaningless and 
like trying to catch the wind. This is the message of the teacher in 
Ecclesiastes. The raw, honest, real life realities of existence under the sun.  
 
It seems like a depressing statement. All of the scheming and acting of man 
is vain and continual striving. But maybe this is the great truth that leads 
us to a greater truth. That of identity and purpose, under heaven. 
 
Ecclesiastes asks the questions that the rest of the Bible, and especially the 
New Testament answers. What good is life? Why have relationships? Is 
there any value in my legacy? And it is meant to point us to wisdom 
himself, to Jesus where life is given worth and longevity. Eternal existence 
even. 
 
You see, in Jesus, we set aside the vanity. Our hearts and pursuits change. 
We have new identity in him and it is anything but meaningless. It is 
actually inheritance and dwelling with him, the Creator of the universe, 
forever. We can still look around and see the silly pursuits of lives without 
meaning, but in Jesus we can live and pursue him with joy instead of 
fatalistic sadness. 
 
Today which will you pursue? Will you savor Jesus, the author and 
perfector of your faith. Will you run after him on purpose and rest in his 
finished work? There is no greater thing in all the world than to know 
Jesus. Let’s do that today. 
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April 15  
Restored and Led 
 
“He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s 
sake.” (Psalm 23:3 ESV) 
 
A psalm of comfort. A psalm of memory. A psalm of God’s care. Psalm 23 is 
often cited among the most cherished of psalms and so many people have 
memorized it that its familiarity has shaped how Bible translators do their 
work. This really is a valuable psalm. Even more so for those in Christ. 
 
Our souls’ restoration has come through the work of Jesus for us. The 
newness of life he gives us through faith in him. It is as miraculous as 
being satisfied, without want and free to rest in the midst of the unknown. 
He has restored you to relationship. Union with Christ is your way of 
existence now and it is the ultimate of restorations headed to a return to 
the perfect garden experience. Dwelling with God for eternity. 
 
But restoration also moves us into something else. He leads us in ways of 
righteousness for his glory. He works transformation in us and continues 
the restoration project in our hearts and minds. We become holy as we are 
covered by his holiness. Priorities in life change. We start to act different 
and desire to. We commit to following Jesus wherever he leads us. 
 
This new life glorifies God. To see his children living on purpose with him 
brings glory, esteem and the worship only he deserves. Today be reminded 
of the restoration of you soul in Jesus and let him lead you on the path to 
his glory. 
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April 16  
Gracious to the lonely 
 
“Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted.” (Psalm 
25:16 ESV) 
 
We have all been there. Some of us are there right now. Lonely. Afflicted. 
We don’t feel like we have anyone we can talk to, truly bear our soul to. We 
feel afflicted. Attacked, pressured, harassed at every turn. Our hearts are 
troubled, hurting and in need. 
 
It is real. This pain. This struggle. But truer still is the grace of God for us. 
That Jesus would experience the greatest of abandonments and loneliness 
for us. That Jesus would take on violent affliction in our place. He knows 
the feeling. He has prayed for help to remove the trouble. And he knows 
the only resolution is the grace of communion with God. 
 
This is what Jesus does. He brings you to God. “Here Father is my brother 
and sister, hurting and alone. But perfected by my sacrifice for them. 
Accept them for your glory.” 
 
In acceptance is our healing, the end of affliction that can harm us, eternal 
relationship that will one day, fully and finally rid us of loneliness. Wave 
upon wave of grace for everyday life that we can get through it. 
 
So we continue to petition with the Psalmist, Lord turn to us, be gracious 
for we are lonely and afflicted. Cover us in your grace and fill us with your 
Spirit that we would know we are never alone and made more than 
conquers in you. Amen. 
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April 17  
Rise to Fight 
 
“Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence 
of many witnesses.” (1 Timothy 6:12 ESV) 
 
Paul’s words to Timothy the young pastor are words for us as well. Rise to 
fight the good fight of faith. Stick to the gospel of grace that has been 
proclaimed to you and ward off attempts to water down or hamper the 
truth of Jesus. 
 
This is the fight that the Spirit of God empowers us to fight. We get 
ammunition for the battle in the Word and fuel for the challenge in 
worship. 
 
Then as we cling all the more tightly to the goodness of the gospel, we take 
hold of the life we have been secured in Jesus. This is the life of purpose and 
faith. Running the race looking to our Savior. 
 
How can you fight today? By being reminded of your good confession in 
Scripture? By speaking words of of worship in the course of the day? Live 
from the gift of grace you have been given. Look to Jesus, and fully take 
hold of this new life. 
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April 18  
Shielded and Sent Sailing 
 
“The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am 
helped; my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him.” (Psalm 
28:7 ESV) 
 
This is what God desires for you. To find your strength, your protection in 
him. To set aside the things you have been relying on to get through your 
days and nights and rest in him. Trust in him with your whole heart. This 
is what he desires, to be in relationship with you. 
 
This is also where he helps you. Confident in his sovereign care, safe in his 
arms, you recognize the provision he gives as a gift. You begin to 
increasingly realize the depths of his love and grace for you and your heart 
is sent sailing in revelry over his goodness. Every breath becomes a song of 
thanksgiving, for his kindness and holiness. You are unswayed by the 
troubles of the world or the timetables of life. You truly have strength and 
a shield. 
 
Why not lean into this today? Position yourself to trust in Jesus and his 
finished work for you. Hear the voice of God singing over you with 
gladness. Know your identity as a child of God, prized and protected. How 
would this change your day? May it be so! 
 
Lord, work these truths into our hearts and we long for them to be our 
words and our reality. 
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April 19  
Trustworthy and True 
 
“The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live 
with him; if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also 
will deny us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful — for he cannot deny 
himself.” (2 Timothy 2:11–13 ESV) 
 
Everyday together we get a taste of gospel goodness from the Word of God. 
There is always something. That is the richness of Scripture; that Christ is 
always present and glorified in it. And today is no exception. 
 
If you are in Jesus, if you believe in him as your Savior, you have died with 
him — a death to sin and now you also live with him, with purpose to know 
him and run after him. He keeps us to endure as we rely on him bringing us 
to reign with him. Don’t deny or you will be denied. And this is the 
goodness, if we are faithless, if we don’t get it all the time, he remains 
faithful. 
 
We can’t fully articulate or fathom the depth of this gospel truth. Freedom 
from sin, being fully covered and forgiven by Jesus’ blood. Give not just a 
second chance but a whole new life and the promise of eternity. Oh so good 
is this news. 
 
But let us today rest in the faithfulness of Jesus. When we are not at the top 
of our game, when we are discouraged, unsure, anxious, fearful… 
whatever, Jesus remains faithful because he is true to himself. He can’t go 
back on his character. Jesus remains faithful to care for and keep you 
through the storms and the uncertainty of life. Today, cling to him, run to 
Jesus, cry out to him, and know that he is faithful. 
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April 20  
Work of God 
 
“Consider the work of God: who can make straight what he has made 
crooked?” (Ecclesiastes 7:13 ESV) 
 
I grew up wondering if I was thwarting the work of God by my 
disobedience or inaction. Like I could shape God’s sovereignty based on my 
own sovereignty. I was wrong. 
 
This is gloriously good news, that God’s providence is unfolding at he 
desires and our will is compatible with his sovereign decree. It is all going 
according to plan and we need not fear or be anxious in the living of it. 
 
While some may be discouraged by this level of divine control, it is not a 
fatalistic reality when we realize what God is up to. He is working all things 
for our good and his ultimate glory. Every inch of life, all the random and 
clearly not-so-random things that go down are ordered and playing into 
the grander story of his love for you. 
 
Consider the work of God. It is unstoppable. It is good. It is steady and rolls 
on. Shall we today recognize this and lean into it as we trust his 
providential strategy and care? Let’s do that. For his glory and for our good. 
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April 21  
Be Glad! 
 
“Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you 
upright in heart!” (Psalm 32:11 ESV) 
 
After the account of God’s care, his forgiveness, his mercy, his provision, 
his strength for us, the psalmist calls us to rejoice, to be glad in the Lord, in 
Yahweh himself. Shout for joy! 
 
One a typical day I get to “all you upright in heart” and then my 
countenance changes. Is that me? Surely not. Doesn’t he see what rot is in 
my dark heart? 
 
You see, in Christ, it is all seen. Jesus is fully aware of what he was getting 
into when he knew you on the cross. When he thought particularly about 
you as he met the wrath you deserved. And he accepted it. All of it. So 
sufficient was his work that now his uprightness, his heart, is yours. 
 
In this then, be glad in the Lord. Rejoice. Dance. Skip. Smile. High-five a 
stranger and someone you know. Shout for joy! Oh that we would live this 
way, unburdened by the fear of what people might think. To be really 
joyful, prone to awe before this amazingly loving God. 
 
Why not try it on for size today? If you are in Christ, why not ask for more 
joy, to be filled with a spiritual giddiness by the Spirit. Let Jesus lighten 
your steps today. It is finished! You are his. Rejoice. Be glad in Jesus. 
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April 22  
In Hope of What’s Promised 
 
“in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the 
ages began and at the proper time manifested in his word through the 
preaching with which I have been entrusted by the command of God our 
Savior;” (Titus 1:2–3 ESV) 
 
It’s an introduction, which we might be prone to quickly skip over and get 
to more “meat.” But this introduction has the meat of faith in Jesus. That a 
people believing in Christ would live in hope of what is to come; would 
hope in the truth preached to them. 
 
This is our life. At least it is supposed to be. Men entrusted with the duty of 
preaching are to declare the grace of Christ and the destination for “God’s 
elect.” This is the basis for living differently, motivation for hope in the 
midst of a painful and scandalous world. We live in hope of what’s 
promised. 
 
We situate ourselves in ways to see and hear the Word of God, we 
participate in a local body to hear preaching, and we let the glorious news 
of Christ’s accomplished work for us draw us into worship and hope. To be 
people defined 3by our hope in another, in Jesus. 
 
Today what would that hope look like lived out? How would your eyes 
brighten? Who might you encourage? How would you prioritize the day 
differently? Exactly where would you dance for joy?! Why not ask for the 
continued reminders of the hope we have by the Holy Spirit. Then live in 
hope. It is promised. It is yours in Christ. 
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April 23  
Radiant & Unashamed 
 
“Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never be 
ashamed.” (Psalm 34:5 ESV) 
 
The Psalmist sought the Lord and he answered. We have sought the Lord 
and he answered. Jesus answers our cry for help with his own blood. 
Where there was no hope and only pain, he gave resolution and a future. 
 
Those who look to the Lord are radiant — they glow with his grace and 
reflect the brilliance of his goodness. Yes that is you when you look to 
Jesus. When you are reminded of his work for you and his beauty, you 
shine. Our continuance changes in Jesus. How can it not, this is the 
greatest thing ever, access and relationship to the greatest thing ever, God 
himself. And in him there is no shame. 
 
No shame over radiating him. In a culture that says you should be 
embarrassed for following Jesus, we rightfully understand our identity in 
him and because of his approval of us, we have no fear. But also we have no 
shame over what came before Christ. 
 
There is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus. No shame over the 
sin of yesterday, today or tomorrow. He has it covered and he is not 
ashamed to call you brother or sister. Let that truth up your radiance. 
Oh magnify the Lord with me today. Let us exalt his name together! 
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April 24  
So Were We 
 
“For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to 
various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated 
by others and hating one another. But when the goodness and loving 
kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works 
done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured 
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by 
his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” 
(Titus 3:3–7 ESV) 
 
Go ahead and read that again. Let it sink in today. You were, you add the 
descriptors, and Jesus saved you. Not because of anything you had done or 
might one day do, but according to his mercy. He renews you by the Spirit, 
he changes your heart and flooded in his grace we are made heirs with him 
and we have eternal hope. It is a done deal; we are secure in Jesus no matter 
where you are from. 
 
Now this is more that just something to rally you today. This is something 
that is meant to utterly demolish and regenerate our lives and worlds. 
Everything follows after this truth and we live in the midst of the goodness 
and loving kindness of God. Let is soak through your life, let it change the 
way you think, let it rid you of envy, be free from the slavery of sin and 
anger that can define your relationships. 
 
Seek Jesus to make this real in you and through you today. Be humbled by 
his grace and care for you and ask him, by the Spirit to enthuse your day 
with the hope of eternal life that we have in him. Our hope is worthwhile 
not because we have it, but because what it is in, Jesus. 
 
Run free today. 
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April 25  
Words from the Shepherd 
 
“The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the 
collected sayings; they are given by one Shepherd.” (Ecclesiastes 12:11 
ESV) 
 
We should be people that pursue wisdom. We should be eager to learn and 
grow in knowledge of the words of the wise that have gone before. Just 
today I heard from a friend that is seventy-two on God’s providence. Now 
when a man with that level of experience talks of God’s care and control I 
am more likely to listen than when a guy in his late thirties (me) speaks up. 
 
There is something to the words of the wise. They are worthwhile and 
bringing them all together we get a solid foundation. A foundation for life 
and new experience. But this wisdom is not just dispensed from any elder 
in the land… this wisdom comes from those entrusted with truth by one 
Shepherd. 
 
The author of Ecclesiastes is focusing on the wisdom from God and it is 
this wisdom that is like goads… like encouragement and direction for life 
and worship. Now in Christ we know that Jesus is the one, true, good 
Shepherd. He extends to us wisdom because he is the wisdom of God. And 
all wisdom that acts as a spur for us is that which is firmly fixed on the 
truth of Christ. 
 
Listen to that kind of wisdom. Tune your ear and heart to recognize the 
voice and influence of the Shepherd. To hear of the freedom from sin and 
eternal life that are your gift in Christ. To hear of his sovereign control over 
all things and his loving kindness toward you. 
 
May the Lord gives us more words from wise men and women that point 
us directly to the Shepherd from whom all true wisdom comes. May we be 
goaded toward Jesus. For his glory and our good. 
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April 26  
The Spokesman Savior 
 
“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 
he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the 
world.” (Hebrews 1:1–2 ESV) 
 
God has been speaking to his people for ages. He had done it through 
prophets of old but now he has spoken through Jesus. The God-man has 
become the final spokesman, he is the exact imprint and radiance of God. 
His word is final and sufficient. He is the spokesman Savior. 
 
This is not important to us only so we will know who is speaking in the 
New Testament but really so that we will know that what he says is truth. 
The words of Jesus are as powerful today as they were when he created the 
universe — so what he says about you bears significant, eternal weight. 
 
And what is it Jesus says about you if you believe in him? That you are 
forgiven. That you are free from the dominion of sin. That you are a co-heir 
with him for all of eternity. That you are filled with the Spirit which 
empowers you to call God your Father. That there is no condemnation for 
you, ever. That he is not ashamed of you. That nothing can come between 
you and his love. 
 
This is just a sample of the good news of knowing Jesus. In fact the 
goodness will not be exhausted for all of forever… new things to revel in 
for eternity. 
 
Today, why not revel a bit in the things Jesus says of you in him. Rest in his 
arms. Trust in his plan. Be free. 
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April 27  
Weighed Down by Burden 
 
“For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a heavy burden, they are 
too heavy for me. My wounds stink and fester because of my foolishness, I 
am utterly bowed down and prostrate; all the day I go about mourning.” 
(Psalm 38:4–6 ESV) 
 
This is the life of sin. Disregard for God and the ensuing heavy burden that 
follows our messes and foolishness. Noticed rightly in our lives, it leaves us 
broken, bowed and in mourning. 
 
For the psalmist life follows this course. Enemies surround and mock. His 
own missteps color all of life. It is a grave place in which to remain. Then 
he cries out, “Don’t forsake me Lord, don’t be far off… oh Lord of my 
salvation.” He knows where his help comes from and for us in Christ the 
help has come. 
 
At belief in Jesus we have realized this salvation, the lifting of the burden 
and the brokenness. He now gives us a light yoke to wear around our necks, 
one that he earns for us. It is no burden at all but instead opportunity and 
permission to serve him like never before. The condemnation once felt is 
now toothless and our mourning turned to joy. We are free from our 
iniquities and foolishness and live by the Spirit that lives in us. 
 
There might be moments of conviction, when we slide back into 
foolishness, but Jesus does not dish out wrath but love and invigoration to 
live anew. 
 
Today, whatever the burden, turn to Jesus and hear of him lifting your 
burdens, rest in his nearness and forgiveness of sin. Live in him and all of 
the day go about rejoicing. 
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April 28  
Held to Hold Others 
 
“But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none 
of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have come to 
share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.” 
(Hebrews 3:13–14 ESV) 
 
Consider Jesus. This is the call of Hebrews 3. Think upon, pursue, embrace 
Jesus the Lord and your Savior. All of life comes as you and in it all you 
consider Jesus. This is actually how you remain or abide in him… to 
consider him at each and every opportunity. 
 
None that consider Jesus will fall away. And as those that believe in Jesus 
we know we will not fall away because ultimately it is he who holds us. We 
have faith, experience grace and live new lives because of Jesus, his choice 
of us, his work accomplished on the cross, his resurrection for us and his 
glory. This is the glue that sticks us to him, and we consider it as we walk 
through our days. 
 
Truth is, that the news gets better, or greater. We, those who are held by 
Jesus, are meant to hold others. To call others to remember, to consider 
Jesus. We exhort, encourage, speak, rally one another every day. Sure we do 
it in a large gathering on Sundays, but we are purposed to do it as long as it 
is called today. Connected, regular, interactions with other believers that 
none of us would be deceived by our sin, but turn yet again to Christ. 
 
You are not meant to live this alone. Jesus has claimed and secured you to 
be with others. To hear the gospel and proclaim it. To challenge and 
comfort. To fight the good fight, shoulder to shoulder. 
 
Today, know you are held by Jesus. Consider him. And in doing that, go to 
the “one another” of your life and remind them too. As long as it is called 
today. 
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April 29  
The Beautiful Bride 
 
“Behold, you are beautiful, my love, behold, you are beautiful!..” (Song of 
Solomon 4:1 ESV) 
 
Romantic love is biblical. The bond between husband and wife is sweet and 
poetic in expression. This is also a reflect of Christ’s love for his bride, the 
church. Now, we can take to comparison too far and it gets weird. But stick 
with me for this one. 
 
Christ so loved the church that he laid down his life for her. He sees her as 
beautiful, something to behold. And he believes it enough to repeat the 
exclamation for emphasis. There is no doubt whatsoever, and there should 
not be, that Jesus loves his church. The church, which as a believer you are 
part of. 
 
This can be difficult for us to believe day in and day out, because after all, 
we know about the church, it doesn’t always seem so pretty. There are 
divisions, accusations, strife, and we can never agree on the music! Even 
the most unified churches are chalk full of sinful people with preferences 
and the penchant to hurt others in their sin. 
 
But all of these broken pieces are made whole in Christ. He restores, covers 
and empowers his church for his glory. We can live more repentant 
collectively in the church and we should motivated by the fact that Jesus 
loves his church and sees us as beautiful. 
Now as Sunday approaches for you, or you have the opportunity to gather 
with the saints of the church, look around, recognize the beauty that Jesus 
sees. Those hurting, messed up people, the messed up me, we are all 
redeemed, chosen by Christ to wear his righteousness. In those garments 
we are beautiful, spotless, unstained and blameless before the throne of 
God in Christ. 
 
Rejoice. Hug some saints and rest in the collective beauty of the church. 
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April 30  
Spiritual Light for Life 
 
“Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to 
your holy hill and to your dwelling!” (Psalm 43:3 ESV) 
 
On the heels of desperation, the feelings of a sunken heart, comes the cry 
for light and truth from God that they would bring the psalmist, and us, to 
God’s holy hill, the place of his presence. This is after all the only resolution 
for our soul being downcast — relationship with the Creator. 
 
In Jesus this prayer has been answered for you. Not only does Jesus, by his 
Spirit, give you the truth of his Word and guidance for life, he illumines it 
allowing you to truly see. They lead you on, not to entrance to the holy hill 
but from entrance to God’s dwelling place. You see, Jesus brings you to God. 
Through his priestly work of sacrifice, he has brought you into the 
presence of the Creator and Master of the universe and clothed you in his 
spotless grace. Vindicated, made right, and forever owning access to this 
place. 
 
So now the prayer shifts just a bit. “Lord, send your light and your truth to 
lead me, because you have brought me to the holy hill, to your dwelling, 
now let light and truth bring me to fullness of life in you.” 
 
Today, pray that prayer. That Jesus would continue to shed his light and 
truth on you through the Holy Spirit and that you would be able to rest in 
the work he accomplished to bring you to God. Then live the adventure he 
has called you to. 
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May 1  
Keep Going from Gospel Goodness 
 
“For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you 
have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do.” (Hebrews 
6:10 ESV) 
 
When the good news of Jesus gets ahold of you it is meant to radically 
change how you live. Instead of selfish pursuits we actually turn outward 
to extend love to others as a reflection of the love we have received in 
Christ. Now, we don’t do this perfectly. We still war with our flesh that 
demands it go first, but the spark is there igniting the fire that will burn for 
others. 
 
To encourage this care more and more we are told that God sees it all. 
While our works do not save us, God does not disregard them. They don’t 
earn us relationship but they certainly please the One who extended us the 
grace that is our basis for love and effort. It is a life of glorifying God and he 
notices. 
 
Today we can be encouraged that God is paying attention to how the gospel 
fuels our love for others and the works we do for his name. It is worship to 
press into our faith in Christ that we might be equipped to love. Let’s 
worship today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 129	

May 2  
Freedom to Follow 
 
“At the command of the LORD they camped, and at the command of the 
LORD they set out. They kept the charge of the LORD, at the command of 
the LORD by Moses.” (Numbers 9:23 ESV) 
 
There are few times that as I read the Bible I find myself jealous of Israel as 
the stumbled through obedience to God. This is one of them. To have a 
visible cue for moving or waiting, a clear direction from God each and 
every day that would determine what life was like. A pillar of fire or smoke, 
a tent and a people. 
 
Of course this following is short lived, as the people will begin to grumble 
and wish they could go back into captivity. And I suppose I am not really 
jealous of them, after all I only want God’s clear direction on the things I 
am hopeful for, not on every minute of life! 
 
Truth is, in Christ we have a much better deal than the smoke and flames 
of the wilderness journey. We have the gift of the Holy Spirit to brighten 
our eyes and minds to the authority of Scripture and a wonderful Savior to 
follow. Through the work of Jesus for us, we are now free to follow his 
guidance without fear of failure or misreading the cues. We might mess it 
up, but he has us covered. 
 
The Spirit also awakens in us passions and pursuits that have been 
prepared for us ahead of time by Jesus, that we could walk in the love he 
secured for us. 
 
So today, know you are no dutiful former slave under a new master, you 
are a child of God, redeemed and freed to follow Jesus for his glory and your 
good. Go for it. 
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May 3  
Presently Helped 
 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore 
we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be 
moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though 
the mountains tremble at its swelling.” (Psalm 46:1–3 ESV) 
 
This was the truth of Israel’s worship. That God was their refuge and 
strength and a present help, very present, in time of need. It is a truth 
meant to shape all of life, how we respond to events and circumstances and 
what we value most. 
 
The wonderful news is that in Christ this truth is made all the more 
brilliant. Our refuge was our substitute in the greatest of troubles, a 
trouble of atoning for sin that we could never meet. He is our strength in 
the gift of new and abundant life through his resurrection empowering us 
to live beyond our wildest dreams. His very real presence is not only there 
in times of need but he dwells in you by the Holy Spirit by who’s 
inbreathing we see Scripture rightly and are equipped to follow our Savior. 
 
And this changes all of life. This shapes how we exist in relation to God, in 
relation to others and in relation to circumstances. In Christ we will not 
fear, though political landscapes rattle, our the mighty towers of our 
culture fall. In Christ we will not be anxious on the open waters of 
unknown provision and challenges of tomorrow. In Christ instead of 
plotting our own voyage we are directed on our way by wave upon wave of 
his grace. 
 
Today, come what may, God is our refuge and strength. Jesus is our bastion 
and blessing. The Spirit is our more than present help at all times. Let it 
sink in and live. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 131	

May 4  
Graves of Craving 
 
“While the meat was yet between their teeth, before it was consumed, the 
anger of the LORD was kindled against the people, and the LORD struck 
down the people with a very great plague.” (Numbers 11:33 ESV) 
 
The whole thrust of Numbers 11 ends here. The people are restless; they 
have become bored with the daily provision of food from God and tired 
from the journey to the Promised Land. A reckless few begin grumbling 
about the blessings of God and insight a riot of discontent and complaint 
before God. And this is no lament prayer that God welcomes, this is 
complaint informed and based on greed, on lust. 
 
Now what does these complainers in the wilderness have to do with us? 
Quite a lot actually. While we may not be walking through the wilderness, 
we are prone to disregard the blessing of God and begin to have “dreams” of 
more or remember the good ‘ole days when things were different. We set 
aside the gift of grace that is the cross and resurrection and in our 
forgetting life goes off the rails. 
 
While the meat they complained to get was between their teeth, all of those 
that had the craving died. Judgment. Cleaning the camp. Preparing the 
faithful for the Promised Land. God brings judgment to reveal his glory; the 
people that were lost in their lust were struck down and not left to their 
craving. 
 
Today judgment may not look like this. For his greatest glory, Jesus 
sacrificed himself on the cross of judgment, one we deserved, and 
redeemed the greedy and lustful, that’s us. Then by his resurrection he 
gives us a life in his Kingdom, with new purpose, new vigor and a new 
destination. When the struggles and aches of craving come now it is to 
these truths we return, we remember, and in that remembrance we rejoice 
and worship this gracious God. 
 
Today if you are in Christ, your complaining is covered by his blood. The 
judgment against it has been handled and you are now free as a Kingdom 
citizen to set aside those lusts for something else or return to the 
oppression of whichever slave master was yours. Be free in Christ; 
recognize the provision of his grace and live. 
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May 5  
Man Fearing 
 
“Stop regarding man in whose nostrils is breath, for of what account is he?” 
(Isaiah 2:22 ESV) 
 
Come, Israel, let us walk in the light of the Lord. This is Isaiah’s call to the 
people of God. Stop missing the mark and running after the ways of man. 
He builds the case for the enormity of God. His sovereignty and his might. 
Then these words of question. Why regard man, who is he? 
 
It is a slight to those fearing the perceptions and perspectives of other 
people rather than respecting and revering the word of God. This is an exile 
experience for Israel and we will wonder if they ever get it as their story 
points forward to the need of a Savior that will once and for all deal with 
the fear of man. 
 
You see for us, those united with Christ in faith, we have no reason to 
regard, or succumb to the approval of man. It is the Lord’s approval we 
desire and Jesus granted that to us at the cross. Now what account is man? 
Nothing compared to the surpassing glory of Christ. 
 
Now in faith we live from what Jesus says of us, that we are approved, 
secure and empowered rather than what others might say. This is 
tremendously freeing as the shackles of trying to gain credibility are 
removed by the grace of Christ. 
 
Today, walk in that freedom, no longer under the weight of what people 
might say. Run after Jesus, the One that controls the universe and has 
claimed you. 
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May 6  
The Invisible Word 
 
“By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, 
so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.” (Hebrews 
11:3 ESV) 
 
Faith is a pretty important thing in the life of the Christian. It is actually 
THE thing for a Christian. Faith in Christ as our Savior and Lord of all 
creation. His magnificent word, his voice, his declaration has created the 
universe and now we rest in that same creative voice as it announces that 
we are righteous. 
 
We don’t fully understand the magnitude of that statement but try to let it 
sink in. The voice that spoke a word and worlds were formed, speaks of you 
and says you are secure and made just in him. The same voice that told the 
highest of mountains their height and the deepest of seas their depth tells 
you and the Father in heaven that it is finished and you are redeemed. 
 
Yes and amen! Rejoice today in knowing this word. Have faith in him. Rest 
in his pronouncement about you. Righteous. Spotless. Blameless. Perfect in 
Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 134	

May 7  
Prayer of Restoration 
 
“Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing 
spirit.” (Psalm 51:12 ESV) 
 
This is David after his worse sin. Confronted with it he repents and cries 
out to God for renewal. For righteousness that is a gift and foreign. For 
salvation. 
 
This is also our prayer. In all seasons of life and we can pray it with 
confidence knowing that Jesus has accomplished our salvation and 
upholds by the Holy Spirit for his glory and our good. 
 
Are you in need of restoration today? In need of joy in the gift of salvation? 
Do you need to be held by your Savior? It’s normal; at least I hope it is 
because I find myself in the same place often. But what is a better truth is 
that Jesus answers this prayer. He brings joy with wave upon wave of grace 
for you. He builds you up by his Spirit. Pray this way today. 
 
May the Lord move among us and restore to us the joy of our salvation in 
him. Lord please; uphold us by your Spirit, for your glory and our good. 
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May 8  
Content in Christ 
 
“Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you 
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 
13:5 ESV) 
 
I am not sure if there is a harder command in Scripture. To be content, not 
clinging to money as our hope, as our future and as our security. They 
culture we exist in, and every culture since the dawn of man, has been 
obsessed with more, more for me and more than the next guy. We are told 
it is the only way to be happy, to store up riches, more toys equals more 
joys. Even in good ways, think preparing for retirement and saving for 
difficult days, the accumulation never ends and there is never enough. 
 
This is a never-ending and never-fulfilling race to completion, something 
money can never provide. And the best among us fall prey to the pursuit 
every day. 
 
Something better is in store. Hear Jesus saying to you, “I will never leave 
your nor forsake you.” He is your provision and he will not leave you. 
Money can’t stick with you but Jesus will never depart. And all of the gifts 
we have in Christ, justification, sanctification, the promise of the future, 
are ours because they belong to our Savior. 
 
Strive to keep what you earn, but never lose the bounty you are given by 
Jesus for his glory! Christ has accomplished and accumulated his 
inheritance and given it to you to enjoy with him forever. May our present 
reality of salvation and the future grace we are set to experience drive us to 
contentment. May we stay there just like Jesus stays with us. 
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May 9  
Burdens No Longer Boulders 
 
“Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; he will never 
permit the righteous to be moved.” (Psalm 55:22 ESV) 
 
What is it going on in life? What are the roadblocks, the difficult situations, 
the hard relationships, the struggles? All of the things that bring you 
unhealthy burden, that drain you of life and energy. 
 
These are the things we are to cast on the Lord. Turning over the burdens, 
giving them to God. It is a prayer of release, ‘God take these burdens, I can’t 
handle them… I need you to work to carry me through.’ 
 
He will never permit the righteous to be moved. The righteous will not be 
beat down and left to languish. They will be stable and kept by God. 
 
Christian, do you know that the Psalmist is talking about you when he says 
the “righteous?” You, in you have believed in Jesus for salvation, actually 
wear the righteousness of Christ. It is because of Jesus that God hears you 
cry of release. It is because of Jesus that you have a place to cast your 
burdens. And it is because of Jesus that you will not be moved. He sustains, 
he covers, he holds you. 
 
Today know you are held and free to cast your burdens on the One that will 
carry you through. Let them go and keep clinging to him. 
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May 10  
Logical Response to Christ 
 
“For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from 
works is dead.” (James 2:26 ESV) 
 
Faithful people can spend a lot of energy trying to understand James and 
the message he brings to the church. Many have argued through the text 
and others might use it a a proof for their particular practical perspective. 
The reality is that James presents what is actually the logical response to 
faith in Christ, that it transforms believers into those living differently. 
 
There is no question, and James does not challenge, that justification — the 
being made right before God — is all by faith alone. But that faith is not 
alone, it brings with it new priorities, new perspectives and a new vigor to 
be obedient to the One we call Lord and serve others. This is the new life in 
Christ, a life of faith lived out. 
 
The works earn nothing, you already have all you need and more in Jesus. 
The works don’t elevate you to a different class as a Christian (see James on 
no partiality). The works don’t define you only what Jesus says of you 
shapes your identity. But works will exist in the life of those saved by 
grace. 
 
Today set aside the lure of self-righteousness, the comparison of works you 
do over others, turn from trying to earn a new spot in the kingdom for your 
own glory. Run to Jesus. Hear of his grace, embrace it for yourself and then 
spread it around as you serve and care for others. 
 
In Christ, by the Spirit your faith is not dead and it will change the way you 
live. Dive in. 
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May 11 
Shouldering the Government 
 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6 ESV) 
 
A prophetic promise ages from fulfillment and accomplished in Christ. Not 
in the way some would imagine but in the way of glory and so much better 
than dreamed of. Our Savior comes into the world, born into mess and 
blood and real life. He is a gift and through his perfect obedience and divine 
authority he will rule all things. This is not done as a tyrant but as a 
caregiver, strong, eternal instigator of peace. 
 
This is Jesus as a gift to us. 
 
We can be derailed by all kinds of distractions this way or that, even the 
highest of concern for our political and governmental realities. But we are 
called to trust in this Prince of Peace. The One we know holds all and works 
everything for our good and his glory. 
 
Today how can you move off of the scary things of this world to the 
surpassing wisdom and care of the Son? Will you give those worries and 
concerns over to Jesus and ask for an experience of his counseling, his 
strength and fatherly peace? This is a prayer Jesus loves to answer, come 
what may; he is our security and our hope. 
 
Hope in him, even in the midst of trouble, hope in Jesus. 
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May 12  
Look to the One Lifted Up 
 
“So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit 
anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.” (Numbers 21:9 ESV) 
 
The people just can’t seem to live out this obedience thing and they always 
end up complaining. Daily provision is given to them, constant direction 
and the promise of a future is theirs, but they rather complain about how 
bad they have. Then they really experience it; the Lord sends snakes to bite 
and kill the complainers. The wrath of God poured out in ‘Snakes in the 
Camp!’ 
 
Despite my attempts at humor, this is a pretty important story because it 
not only reveals the wrath of God against sin but his provision of salvation, 
or a safety for the people. Moses prays and God instructs him to lift up a 
fiery serpent and those bitten can look upon it and live. God gives a way. 
And the people look on the lifted up bronze snake and they live. 
 
This little story shows us that they way of life and salvation only comes 
from God. he hears our prayers and makes a way. Ultimately, he made a 
way by sending Jesus to be lifted up, as a substitute for us, that we might 
look upon him and live. No longer to experience death in the way of sin but 
to have fullness of life in him. What a glorious salvation! 
 
Today, looking upon the One lifted up is still the way of life for us. The 
snake or our own sin or the opposition of the world and Satan still may bite 
us, but we have a truer and better Savior lifted up and as we set our eyes on 
him we live, we persevere and overcome by his blood. Friend, look up! 
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May 13  
Behold Your Salvation 
 
“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the 
LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” 
(Isaiah 12:2 ESV) 
 
The righteous reign of the branch from the stump of Jesse has come —
 Christ reigns and has won the victory over the kingdom of darkness and 
now we await the final act of setting creation aright. In these days of 
salvation we rejoice. We sing of his care and power. 
 
Beholding our salvation, the God that is our salvation, we are warmed and 
equipped to trust in his sovereign reign over all. He gives us strength for 
our days and it is of him that we speak and declare with melody. Jesus has 
become your salvation. 
 
Now we rest in his rule and his finished work for you on the cross. We no 
longer lives as slaves to our own flesh or the machinations of the evil one. 
We live free under the kingdom of light and life. 
 
What are you facing today that needs to be reminded of your place in the 
kingdom? Ask the Lord to be your strength, live trusting him and do not be 
afraid. Jesus has you and will never let you go. 
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May 14  
Hope-Driven Life 
 
“Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set 
your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 1:13 ESV) 
 
The grace that saves us, the grace that covers our wickedness and sinful 
nature, is also the grace that drives us to live for something different. To 
live obediently before God. It is a grace that gives us hope and it is a hope in 
the future with Christ that transforms our living in the here and now. 
 
Peter is calling the church to think upon this hope in order to live holy. We 
prepare our minds for active living by thinking about the future grace of 
Jesus. Lives transformed by the experienced grace of Christ’s work on the 
cross and lives lived driven by the hope of grace when we see Jesus face to 
face. 
 
What are you living from and for today? Let this call from Peter be a 
reminder to you today. Think it through. Gear up and get ready to live. 
Think clearly and set your hope fully on Jesus. Then let that hope drive 
your life, your holiness, and your good works all as a response to the grace 
you have in Jesus. 
 
Lord, make us hope-driven people. Let the joy of salvation and the hope of 
your promised grace of eternity radically reflect from these lives you call 
us to. For your glory. Amen. 
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May 15  
Who You Are 
 
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9 ESV) 
 
In Christ, as a believer, you are this. Part of a chosen people, holy and set 
apart for Jesus. Set to proclaim the unending goodness of the gospel of 
grace. You have been called out of darkness no longer to dwell there and 
instead put into the marvelous light that is the righteousness of Christ. 
 
This is quite the identity document. In a world that stumbles and strives to 
define what is most important about people, here is a biblical declaration 
that is the ultimate when it comes to our identity. Everything else about 
you is secondary (and maybe even further back in the priority ratings) 
compared to this. A redeemed person, perfected and approved is who you 
are. 
 
How should this change how you face the day? It should shift everything. 
What can challenge this identity? Not the opinion of others, not my own 
mistakes. It is secured in Christ since he is the One who called us out, chose 
us and made us his own possession. 
 
Today, know that you are loved, part of the family and nothing with 
jeopardize that. Live big in response to it. 
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May 16  
All Out & Blessed 
 
“Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But 
even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have 
no fear of them, nor be troubled,” (1 Peter 3:13–14 ESV) 
 
Have a tender heart, be kind to another, be sympathetic and love people… 
go all out in your life in Christ. Full on, leaning into him and sharing his 
grace outward. This is Peter’s message. This is our call. And it is a called 
that we can jump to not because we are obedient little followers, but 
because the source of our joy and the reason we are zealous is just that 
good. 
 
The gospel of grace. That a bunch of prideful, unloving, selfish people 
would be claimed by Christ through his blood for a whole new script. For 
real life, a life of care and purpose and passion. No matter what people say, 
Jesus really is better than everything that might come our way so we can 
live doing good. Even if it gets nasty, we will be blessed. Cared for, loved by 
God and headed home with him. This can get you through whatever it is in 
your way. 
 
Have no fear, don’t be troubled. Live unto Christ in your heart and in your 
works. How can this call and the reason for it change your day? Know that 
blessing is promised and the greatest gift has been given in Christ. Rejoice, 
lean in and jump on board the zealous-for-good-train! 
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May 17  
Grace in the Chaos 
 
“For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that 
though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit 
the way God does.” (1 Peter 4:6 ESV) 
 
Some of your best friends, your family and complete strangers will deride 
you for your faith, for attempting to live a life of increasing holiness and 
complete trust in Christ. When we live counter the culture, people notice 
and people will criticize. In Christ we are to expect this and keep on 
preaching of the grace he offers. 
 
Whether people are quiet, verbally aggressive or even physically 
combative, the gospel continues to go forth bringing grace in the chaos 
that some might live in newness of life in faith in Jesus. This is great news 
because we were once these people. We were opposed to God, living as we 
saw fit in idolatry and the gospel was preached. The Spirit regenerated our 
hearts and we were given the gift of faith. 
 
Out of darkness and into light. Living in the Spirit judged in Christ and 
made spotless, righteous and part of the family. Revel in that today. And 
know that now you get to bring that grace to the crazy of life. To the dim 
places and the people you love and those you don’t really know. Though 
judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way 
God does. 
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May 18  
Praising in Petition 
 
“My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all the 
day, for their number is past my knowledge.” (Psalm 71:15 ESV) 
 
David is sing and praying for help. He longs for God to be near and remedy 
his situation. But his posture is one that we can hope to have. He hopes 
continually and will praise all the more. He will use his words to tell of God 
and his unending kindness. Come what may, I will praise. 
 
David had a knowledge of God’s care that was life defining. It drove him to 
worship and invite others into worship. Truth is, in Christ, we can have 
this same knowledge and the same gospel-drive to worship. We can 
recount the deeds of salvation — being brought out of darkness and into 
relationship with the Creator, one we could never deserve. 
 
We can also not only petition for God’s nearness but know it in Christ. This 
is our Savior who promised to never leave us nor forsake us. By his Spirit 
we have sticking closer than a brother. Dwelling in and among us. He is our 
help, he is our provision and he is our deliverance. 
 
David’s life posture can be yours today in Christ. Like David we can pray, 
“In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame! In your 
righteousness deliver me and rescue me; incline your ear to me, and save 
me! Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come; you have 
given the command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress.” 
 
Jesus takes our shame. Jesus rescues us. Jesus hears our prayers. Jesus is 
our refuge and rock. And in Jesus we can continually come to God. Let’s live 
this way with worship on our lips. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 146	

May 19  
Everything You Need in One Handy Tool 
 
“His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory 
and excellence,” (2 Peter 1:3 ESV) 
 
Kicking off another letter of encouragement, Peter, the rebel-rousing 
Apostle humbled by Christ’s love for him, takes to launching right into the 
reason for hope for the church and the Christian. To those with faith that is 
of equal standing to the preachers and leaders of their day — the the small 
people big in faith — that’s the whole church by the way; grace and peace in 
abundance. 
 
Rejoice; Christ has claimed you and he gives you everything you need for 
all of life and for the godliness, the goodness and holiness he has called you 
to. And it is all found in one handy tool, the knowledge of Jesus who 
claimed you for his glory and unending excellence. 
 
Take that in for a moment. Everything you need. All things for life — every 
inch of life, not church the hour you spend at church but every moment 
you exist, is granted to you, is a present for you in knowing Jesus. All you 
need to be godly, to live different and in obedience before God, same place, 
given to you in knowing Jesus. 
 
I don’t think we realize fully the gift we have, the access to the realized 
promises of God, in knowing Jesus, the real Jesus. Jesus the Savior, who 
lived on your behalf and died in your place to give you victory and new life. 
There is no more unlocking of secret mysteries or self-actualization to be 
had. It is all granted in knowing Jesus. 
 
Today, when you feel like you are coming up short, like you don’t have 
what it takes to live and be holy, remind yourself that you know Jesus. He 
gives you all things for life and godliness by knowing him. Rejoice at this 
gift, endeavor to know Jesus more and live! 
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May 20  
Failing Flesh 
 
“My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and 
my portion forever.” (Psalm 73:26 ESV) 
 
You have probably lived long enough to realize that you have a diminished 
ability in and of yourself to live the way you desire and get through all that 
you face. You might seek help from others or in desperate times, look for 
something to numb the reality of your failing flesh. And this even happens 
when things are going well. 
 
For those in Christ however, we are met with the provision and grace of 
Christ to survive and flourish. He is our source of strength for life, the 
energy and emotional capital we need to achieve each step set before us 
and finished rested in his care rather than exhausted and ready to throw in 
the towel. 
 
This is the truth of the gospel: my flesh and heart have failed. They have 
come up short of the standard of perfection and they have drawn me to 
other, lesser gods in a fouls errand toward promised but never delivered 
peace. Then, in his great plan and by his great love, Jesus enters into our 
failing, lives in our place and finishes the last of our enemies on the cross 
rending death impotent. Now in him we have real life, purpose, passion 
and the strength to do what he desires for us. 
 
Yes, our flesh and heart may fail, but Jesus is our strength and portion, our 
all in all, forever. Today know that your heart has a new source, a new 
place of energy and emotion. Seek Jesus and know his strength. 
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May 21  
One Strong Enough 
 
“And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David. He shall 
open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.” (Isaiah 
22:22 ESV) 
 
In this oracle of Jerusalem, God speaks through Isaiah of a hero to come. He 
is prefigured in Eliakim as one who would rule and have the promise of 
David’s throne. But Eliakim was inadequate for the role and we are left to 
wonder if One strong enough would come. 
 
That really is the hope of the whole Old Testament and if we are honest, 
the hope of human life. That One strong enough to solve the problems of 
the cosmos would come and restore what has been lost, renew broken 
people and reign forever. For God’s people looking for this One, they went 
down paths that suggested military rule or political power. Even in our day 
we look to these same things to find the One strong enough. We hope to 
discover a leader that will finally unite us and give us a sense of promise. 
 
Reality is that this One strong enough has come and at this very moment 
on his shoulder rests the house of David and the universe. He opens and 
none can shut. He shuts and none can open. The One strong enough is 
Jesus. The God-man, who inaugurated the kingdom by him blood of 
atonement and his resurrection of hope for those that believe in him. 
 
We no longer have to wait for a divine leader to arrive. We no longer have 
to settle for lesser strongmen to provide a tainted hope. We have Jesus. His 
rule and reign changes everything and it frees us to worry less about 
current situations and the rulers of the world. 
 
Today, rest in his strength. Rest in Jesus’ rule and providential care for his 
church, and for you. He is strong enough to protect you and bring you all 
the way home. Rejoice. 
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May 22  
To Be Forgiven 
 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9 ESV) 
 
What hope do we have to earn forgiveness? To receive mercy from a 
perfect God who requires perfection to be in relationship? None in and of 
ourselves. But in Christ there is great hope. In Christ it is accomplished and 
forgiveness delivered. By believing in Jesus, that he lived the perfect life 
and died as a substitute for us, we gain his righteousness and relationship 
with the holy God. We also are given the way of forgiveness for all of life. 
 
If we confess, and let’s be honest, we have much sin to confess, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us. Jesus is faithful to once again apply the 
forgiveness he gives you through his blood and he cleanses you anew from 
all the filth once a burden. It is a privilege worth celebrating and 
worshiping about; that we can confess, be forgiven and experience Christ’s 
righteousness as our own. 
 
There is no penance or work to prove we are better. There is no earning the 
mercy and there is no uncertainty over if he will give it to us. We are free to 
confess. Free to be honest about our each and every sin — all of the times we 
have turned from Christ toward other things. And he is faithful and just to 
forgive. Faithful because it is ongoing and constant forgiveness. Just 
because he fulfilled the law for you, his blood met the wrath against sin 
and justice has been served. 
 
Do you recognize this freedom today? Go to Jesus, confess and know you 
are forgiven. Live in light of his righteousness that is yours and feel free to 
dance a little. This all is really good news. 
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May 23  
Taking Wrath and Turning it to Favor 
 
“He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
sins of the whole world.” (1 John 2:2 ESV) 
 
Jesus is the advocate of those that sin. He is quick with forgiveness and he 
speaks on our behalf before the throne in heaven. The reason he can do so 
is that he is our propitiation for sin. He is a “sacrifice that bears God’s 
wrath and turns it to favor.” A perfect life, a perfect sacrifice given in 
substitution for us. No longer under wrath but under God’s singing love 
and approval of us in Christ. 
 
This is not a big theological word, this is the glory of the gospel! 
 
This is also an offer of salvation made to the world. Jesus’ sacrifice was 
sufficient to cover all who would believe in him — his blood is powerful 
enough to cover the sins of the whole world but it is made effective for 
those that repent and believe in him. This is not exclusionary but actually 
motivational for us, to take this message of Christ as the propitiation to 
those in need of a Savior. 
 
Today we can rejoice that we are under the propitiating work of Jesus and 
take the message of it to others. It changes how we live, no longer in fear of 
the unknown or lost in our sin, but hopeful as we experience the favor of 
God Jesus provides. Nothing can harm us since this is true. We can live now 
to be obedient to Jesus and to share him with those we encounter and 
intentionally evangelize. 
 
Let the joy-filled reality of your salvation drive you to bring others along as 
well. You are covered and Jesus is strong enough to cover others. Let’s go! 
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May 24  
Headed in the Right Direction 
 
“He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears 
from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 
earth,for the LORD has spoken.” (Isaiah 25:8 ESV) 
 
This is where we are headed. To the final day of death to the end of tears 
and to the comfort and shared glory of his people. Isaiah gives us the 
prophetic image, Revelation gives it as well. And in Christ, this will be 
yours. 
 
Because of Jesus work to redeem you and gift you his righteousness, you 
are now secure in him and headed to this eternity without pain, suffering, 
tears, sin, heartbreaks or hurt. It is an existence of peace and pleasure (but 
not in the way we might define it in our day.) Pleased solely in Jesus. His 
presence, his perfection, his radiance. 
 
We are headed in the right direction if this is our destination. We live so 
much of our lives want this without articulating it. We exercise, we eat 
right, we care for loved ones, we play it safe; all that we might prolong our 
days that they would not be cut short or tainted by death. We also strive to 
numb ourselves so that we won’t be consumed by tears, but we also then 
remove joy and we can’t understand the draw of uncontrollable laughter —
 probably because we so long for it we are scared by it. 
 
But there is coming a day friend, not far from now, when it will be dealt 
with. There will be no anxiety toward death because it won’t exist. There 
will be the full range of redeemed emotion, joy and passion. 
 
Today, be reminded of this destination. Look to it with expectancy and live 
now with the joy you know will fully be yours on that day. 
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May 25  
Loved to Live 
 
“In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his 
only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.” (1 John 4:9 
ESV) 
 
God is love. It is true. We love the refrain. Even those that reject everything 
else that the Bible says will agree to this truth. But in grasping that God is 
love, let’s not miss what this love does. Love is actualized in God sending 
his only Son into the world. Sending Jesus, the unique, fully divine, fully 
man, into the chaos of a sinful and broken world. To live out that love by 
dying. By taking on our reproach, our hate for him. 
 
The love of God realized in the life and death of Jesus. This is, God is love. 
That he would sacrifice himself for you, to be in relationship with you and 
to give you an eternity of reward beyond anything you would ever hope to 
earn. But it is not only about solving sin. God sent his only Son into the 
world, that we might live through him. 
 
Full life. Real, awakened, unstoppable, adventuresome life. Each and every 
day this is ours through Jesus. To you understand God’s love like this?  
 
Today you can be loved, as you are in Christ, and live through him. Go for 
it. 
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May 26  
Who is it that Overcomes? 
 
“For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is 
the victory that has overcome the world — our faith. Who is it that 
overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God?” (1 John 5:4–5 ESV) 
 
I grew up wondering how I could ever be an “overcomer.” This is the one 
we see in Scripture that perseveres and makes it through the difficult 
patches of life. They are rewarded with eternal blessing and a serious high-
five from Jesus as the end of the race. But I never felt like that was me. Too 
much sin overcoming me and I worried that I was missing important 
marks of the Christian overcomer. 
 
Maybe you have had a similar experience. Not knowing if you would ever 
measure up. Maybe you decided to try harder or finally force the 
breakthrough you were waiting for. Today, hear the words of John and the 
truth of Jesus. 
 
Everyone born of God, everyone given new life in Jesus, everyone who 
believes in him, they are the ones that overcome the world. Christian, that 
means you! You, in Christ, have conquered the world’s schemes against 
you and the reward is secured for you, kept and ready. 
 
The high-five from Jesus is yours. All because of his work for you on the 
cross. He met the challenge. He defeated the foe and now in him you gain.  
 
You are made victorious. We can now face our lives, even when it is 
difficult, with the realization that things have already been won. Jesus has 
proven it. We live in it. Today, live in your overcomer status. Don’t be 
tripped up by the defeated strategies. Live free and toward our victor, 
Jesus. 
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May 27  
Give Attention and Be Free 
 
“Give ear, and hear my voice; give attention, and hear my speech.” (Isaiah 
28:23 ESV) 
 
God speaking through Isaiah declares the coming day, which we have 
experienced, when those that believe would have a solid foundation, the 
gift of righteousness and the end of death. That which is evil and in 
opposition will be wiped away. In his excellent wisdom he will establish 
his kingdom at the peril of those inclined to scoff. 
 
Listen to his voice. Pay attention. Hear what Jesus says of what has 
happened and what is still to come. He says you are approved, redeemed, 
covered and made blameless by his blood. He says you have a new identity 
totally in him, untainted by the lesser things. He says you are his for 
eternity. 
 
In the beholding of Christ I think we also need to be attentive to hear what 
our Savior speaks. We see him and hear him in the Word. We see him and 
hear him in fellowship. We see him and hear him in the proclamation of 
his gospel. 
 
Today, hear Jesus. Give an ear. You have listened to the accusations of the 
enemy long enough. Jesus speaks a better word over you. Hear it. Cling to it 
and rejoice as you worship him. Oh that we would have spiritual ears… 
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May 28  
Friends and Family 
 
“Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends, each by name.” (3 
John 1:15 ESV) 
 
The Apostle John leaves his dear Gaius with a blessing of peace and and 
encouragement to greet the friends, the fellow believers in Jesus. This is a 
unique title given of those that are in the faith. Usually we would see 
“brothers and sisters” or “saints.” But John cherishes these people not as a 
class of unknowns but a group of friends with which he shares a deep love 
and commonality. 
 
John is taking his cue from Jesus, the One whom called the disciples his 
friends. This is no small thing. The all-powerful God just categorized sinful 
people as friends. This is rather unheard of. But it is tremendously good 
news for us, because Jesus calls us friends as we believe in him. 
 
This is no mere acquaintance; this is a deep abiding friendship that drives 
the man to die for those he calls friend. Jesus so values you, his friend, that 
he gave up his rights, took on suffering and faced what we could never 
imagine in separation from the Father. He holds no resentment for it — he 
took it on gladly for you. 
 
Today let this truth sink down deep. Let it drive you to love him and others 
he calls friend more. Look for some to greet by name and remind them of 
Jesus’ love for them. And may peace be with you. 
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May 29  
Do Not Keep Silent! 
 
“O God, do not keep silence; do not hold your peace or be still, O God!” 
(Psalm 83:1 ESV) 
 
It is fascinating that God speaks to his people and calls us to “be still and 
know that I am God.” But in our petition to him, the call is that he will not 
be still! In the face of trouble, of the awful things of life and in the 
unknowns, we need God to intervene. We need him to speak into the 
situations, to act on our behalf and not hold his peace. 
 
It is a prayer we still pray now — Lord, work somehow in this, change our 
circumstance, move among us. It is a good prayer. It shows our reliance on 
him and our ever present need before him. And there is some really good 
news in the midst of this prayer; it has been answered for us in Christ. 
 
In the cosmic drama and tragedy of our sin and departure from God, he 
was no still, he did not keep silence, and he broke his peace. He spoke and 
lived among us, taking on our burden, solving our need. Jesus is the God 
with us that declares a better word over us than a silent god might 
pronounce. It is finished. You are free. God has intervened. 
 
Today, keep praying for intervention knowing that Jesus has spoken at the 
time of greatest importance and no matter your circumstance this hour, in 
the presence of God he will speak clearly of your blamelessness and 
righteousness in him. Let this truth be yours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 157	

May 30 
From the One that Freed 
 
“and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and 
the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to 
him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” (Revelation 1:5–6 
ESV) 
 
What would it be like to spend more time in wonder? Specifically in 
wonder of the One we call Savior. If we are honest, most of our days unfold 
without even thinking about Jesus let alone deeply thinking about who he 
is and what that truly means for us. But the invitation of deep relationship 
calls us to pursue and learn more of who he is. May the Spirit of God 
increase our love for Jesus that we might run after him in this way. 
 
Here he is, Jesus, speaking a word to his people and the author sees it as 
critical to tell again of who Jesus is. He is the faithful witness, the One we 
can trust and believe because his word is true and perfect. He is the 
firstborn of the dead, the first to experience and pass on permanent 
resurrection, to establish the death of death and gives us great hope. He is 
the ruler of the kings of the earth, he is the One in charge of it all, he 
chooses rulers and governments and they serve his purpose. 
 
These are wonderful attributes, faithfulness, power and providence, but 
there is more and it has to do with you directly. Jesus is the One who loves 
you. You, dirty old you. Sinful, broken and incomplete, you. Hear that 
today. He loves you… What’s more he has freed you from the captivity to 
sin by his blood. His once-for-all perfect sacrifice met the wrath of God 
against sin and now you are covered, liberated and free to live. He has also 
made you; along with the rest of those he saves, into a kingdom for his 
glory. Your citizenship is in a better, lasting and loving country. You now 
serve as an ambassador proclaiming freedom to those still under tyranny. 
 
To him, to Jesus, will be glory and dominion — care and rule over all —
 forever. Rest today in his dominion, in his great love for you, in his new life 
for you. Know Jesus today and be free. 
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May 31  
Passing it On 
 
“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things 
that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days 
of your life. Make them known to your children and your children’s 
children —” (Deuteronomy 4:9 ESV) 
 
You have received a wonderful goodness. You have been given the gospel, 
the good news of Jesus, his life, death and resurrection for you. You have 
been invited in and made a child of God and now live to hear his call to 
obedience and true life. It is really good stuff. It is freedom, purpose and 
passion as a gift for you. But it is not just for your benefit. It is meant for 
others, it is meant to be your legacy. 
 
Our posture now in Christ is to continue in remembering, knowing the 
goodness of his gospel. We return to it over and over again because we are 
likely to forget in a world that suggests justification can not be had. But we 
have seen how Jesus redeemed his people and we desire for this truth to 
overflow from our transformed hearts all the days of our lives. 
 
We now live for passing it on. This Old Testament direction is about 
passing on the story of the redemption of Israel and the law of the Lord. For 
those that believe in Jesus our story is of the redemption achieved on the 
cross for us. It is this good news that we pass on — to generations — to our 
children and their children. 
 
This is the most valuable of legacies. Whether we pass on wealth, or a 
famous name, or even physical attributes, matters little. But if we pass on 
the greatest news in cosmic history, roots will be buried deeply and lives 
will be forever changed. 
 
Today, contemplate who your children are (they might not be related to 
you!) and endeavor to pass on this story of redemption to them. That your 
soul would be encouraged and their lives transformed. 
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June 1  
To Stay Awake 
 
“Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you 
will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what 
hour I will come against you.” (Revelation 3:3 ESV) 
 
Jesus has a strong concern for his church in Sardis. The have a reputation 
but they are actually a dead church. The outward appearance is kept shiny 
but the core of who they are is lifeless. This is a warning for churches and it 
is a warning for us as individuals as well. 
 
We can go through the motions of life and be content to have the 
appearance of fervency and devotion but actually lived unchanged and 
vapid instead. But in Christ we are actually called to fullness of life, 
vibrancy in faith and experience beyond anything we could muster in our 
own energy. This is then the warning: come back from the ledge.  
 
Remember what you received and heard, the gospel of Jesus — his work for 
you, his claim over you, his empowerment for faith and life — and keep it. 
Make this truth of Jesus central to who you are and how your life is defined. 
It won’t always be pretty and it won’t always appear like you might expect 
on the outside, but when we cling to nothing more than Jesus we are fully 
awake, the way we were meant. 
 
In this wakefulness then we can repent, turn back to God, turn back to our 
refuge and strength. In the returning we find increasing depths of 
goodness and glory. 
 
Today, be fully awake. See your sin, and your inclination toward lifeless 
faith. Repent and turn again to Jesus; remembers his work for you and his 
call to you to live. 
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June 2  
What We Shall 
 
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might.” (Deuteronomy 6:4–5 ESV) 
 
The people had been redeemed. Now they were to live. This is the call in 
Moses’ recounting of God law and directions to his people in the 
wilderness. This is now our goal and destination in Christ, to love God will 
all of who we are. 
 
I think we can sometimes look into these directives with hope and despair. 
I mean who wouldn’t want this — to love God in this way — once we have 
experienced his grace and goodness, of course we want to have him before 
all things. But we are sick and sinful people. Easily lured toward other 
things that take pieces of our heart and energy. If I see this about my ability 
to love in this way, I can be blue for days. 
 
But the gospel is a better way. Jesus secures our love. He covers and 
approves of us so I can maintain the hope that this is my destination; that I 
will with a fullness of soul that I have never experienced, love God. And 
this is what Jesus is working in me by his Spirit every day. With wave upon 
wave of grace, and transformative Spirit work upon work, he is making me 
into this God lover. When I appear before his throne finally, fully, it will be 
this way. 
 
This is just my hope. If you are in Christ, if you believe in Jesus this is your 
hope too. Now in the grace of Christ we can lean into the call to love. We 
can endeavor to love God with all of who we are, asking the Spirit to help 
and knowing that we will be there completely one day. 
 
Today, love God, know it is what you were made for, press in and pursue 
Jesus by the Spirit, for your good and his glory. 
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June 3  
Numbered Days, Satisfied Hearts 
 
“Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, that we may rejoice 
and be glad all our days.” (Psalm 90:14 ESV) 
 
Our lives are a drop in the ocean of God’s eternal reign over the universe. 
When we grasp this truth, the Psalmist says that we gain a heart of 
wisdom. Wisdom of his dealing with sin and corruption and our hope in 
his favor and care. 
 
Now, for us that believe in Jesus, we can pray for satisfaction in the Lord 
and know it is a prayer he loves to answer and have proven to accomplish. 
Living in the wake of the work of the cross; forgiveness, redemption, 
atonement, we now live in the joy of his sovereignty. Knowing that his 
plan is unfolding purposefully and for our good. Knowing that we are 
justified by Christ and all else is gravy. Knowing that what our heart truly 
longs for is him, and Jesus gladly gives himself to us so that we might have 
gladness all our days. 
 
Today, choose to rejoice in this steadfast, never giving up love of Jesus for 
you. Let it settle nicely in your soul and bring you to find satisfaction in the 
price of life with him. Rejoice today come what may. You are his. 
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June 4  
Beware Lest You Say 
 
“Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand 
have gotten me this wealth.’ You shall remember the LORD your God, for it 
is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant 
that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.” (Deuteronomy 8:17–18 ESV) 
 
When things in life are hard, when it feels like I can’t win, I am quick to talk 
about the strength of Jesus, that he empowers my life. But in my success 
and in the times when things seem to be clicking into place, I am far less 
likely to ascribe the source to anything other than myself. I fall into the 
trap of the wilderness life. 
 
But in Christ we are redeemed and called out so that we can live by the 
strength of another. No longer relying on our own ability, our drive or 
ingenuity. We have breath, salvation and a very bright future because of 
the work of God, not because of anything we deserve. In fact we deserve to 
die in our weakness. Instead Jesus grants us approval, eternal life and 
redemptive purpose in our day-to-day. 
 
All that we have is a gift and the Lord loves for us to enjoy it when we feel 
the flourish and be reminded of his providential care when things are hard. 
By the new covenant of Jesus’ blood we have life far beyond worldly wealth 
and aspiration. We have more, because we have Jesus. 
 
Today know that your source is with you. That Jesus loves you, redeems 
you, empowers you and gets giddy when he can bring you into the life of 
purpose he has prepared for you. Run to him today, see where he will take 
you and tell others about it! 
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June 5  
The Most Fantastic Choir of All 
 
“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
(Revelation 7:9–10 ESV) 
 
If you are a believer in Jesus this is your choir. Diverse, innumerable, all 
cleaned by the blood of Christ — worshiping together. Not all of our 
unsanctified sensibilities are ready for this level of kingdom engagement 
but it is where we are headed and there will be a day when we rejoice in it. 
 
Oh that the Lord would work this into more of us even now. That we are 
part of the most fantastic choir of all, made up of all kinds of people with 
all kinds of languages, declaring loudly the goodness of God. 
 
The imagery here is of a people clinging to Christ; they come through a 
tribulation and have our reward. And in his presence all they are doing is 
worshiping. 
 
Today think of this choir that you are part of. Ponder the ways in which 
you can experience some of this diversity around Christ and what that 
glorious day will be like. Rest in knowing that your seat is reserved by the 
work of Jesus and soon we will all be singing to him. 
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June 6  
Stronghold Against What Surrounds 
 
“But the LORD has become my stronghold, and my God the rock of my 
refuge.” (Psalm 94:22 ESV) 
 
For the Psalmist this is a lament of the reality of life in the community. The 
wicked have their way. The opponents are raging and plotting. Things 
can’t get much worse in the world as it is all weighing in and on the people. 
 
But, the Lord has become their stronghold. What a glorious truth for those 
that belong to the Lord. That the arrows come at us, the long knives of 
enemies poke and prod but we have a stronghold against what surrounds. 
All the more in Christ, as believers in Jesus we have a stronghold and rock 
as our refuge that we know personally. 
 
Jesus has secured his people, his work is the actual shield and protection 
we long for. He is the immovable rock and cornerstone of our lives and 
faith. Because of this, nothing can harm us. To be fully known and safe. 
 
Today you are safe. Do you know that? Do you get that you are secure in 
Christ and that he is your rock? Life won’t be easy. There will be pain. But 
there will also be joy and when all of the dust settles at the end of days, you 
will still be standing on the rock when perfect peace is delivered once for 
all. 
 
Be encouraged by your refuge, by the stronghold that protects you. Live for 
him, live an adventure of pursuing him. Rejoice in your rock. 
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June 7  
Sing More 
 
“Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of 
our salvation!” (Psalm 95:1 ESV) 
 
We don’t sing enough. I mean, as Christians, as those covered by Christ, 
united to him for eternity; we don’t let the joyful noises rip. But we are free 
to do just that, invited actually to let the noise of our joy rise to the rock of 
our salvation. 
 
We can’t even fully grasp the goodness we have in Christ. The radically 
stupendous grace that a perfect God-man gave to us from a rough cross. No 
longer slaves to sin and death but children of promise and empowerment 
by the Spirit. 
 
Your life may be tough right now. Only you know the struggle. But if you 
belong to Jesus, and you do if you believe in him, you can sing in the midst 
of it all. Nothing can separate you from him and that is song inducing if 
anything is! You are headed home and Jesus will bring you all the way 
there.  
 
Today as you face all that you need to, sing a little. Ask Jesus for joy and 
make some noise. Don’t worry that people will think you are silly, of course 
you are. You are a child of the king and because of that you can sing. Let’s 
do it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 166	

June 8  
Let’s Be Exclusive 
 
“take care that you be not ensnared to follow them, after they have been 
destroyed before you, and that you do not inquire about their gods, saying, 
‘How did these nations serve their gods? — that I also may do the same.’ You 
shall not worship the LORD your God in that way, for every abominable 
thing that the LORD hates they have done for their gods, for they even 
burn their sons and their daughters in the fire to their gods.” 
(Deuteronomy 12:30–31 ESV) 
 
God has promised to give his people a land and in the getting of that gift 
they will remove or encounter those that dwelled there before. He then 
tells his people to be careful to pursue the forms of worship they come 
across but instead worship Yahweh alone, as he has invited them too. 
God wants to be exclusive when it comes to our worship and obedience. 
Fast forward to our day, far from the Promised Land and after plenty of 
examples of where Israel got it wrong. On this side of Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection God still desires and commands exclusivity. 
 
We cannot worship him while mingling in worship of other sorts. We 
cannot have multiple deities we bow down to. Jesus says there is no other 
way to the Father than through him and this claim of exclusivity is to 
resonate in our ears for eternity. 
 
No other way. Only Jesus. That we would exclusively worship God. The 
good news is that Jesus has empowered us to do just that. He has given us 
entry to the holy hill, the place of worship and he has actually, by his blood 
and the indwelling of his Spirit, made us the temple of God. In belief in 
him, we take care to maintain the temple, which is reserved only for God 
and we live to worship. 
 
Today is the day to set aside the subtle ways we allow little idols into our 
realm of worship. Review what takes your time and your thinking, and re-
center it on Jesus, that you would exclusively worship him as you are freed 
by him to do so. Rejoice that he has called you to worship and given you 
reason to worship. 
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June 9  
Forever Reign 
 
“Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in 
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” (Revelation 
11:15 ESV) 
 
We can save all of the conjecture and arguing about how we get to this 
point for later. Let’s revel in the fact that this day is coming and it will 
mean the final and permanent reign of Christ for eternity, a concept our 
feeble minds can barely wrap around. 
 
No more kingdom of the world. No more imitation kings and lesser rulers. 
Only the perfect and final king. Jesus, in all his splendor and glory, ruling 
and having dominion over all things forever and ever. This is his forever 
reign. And you get to be part of it. 
 
If you believe in Jesus, in his death for you and resurrection giving you new 
life, you are guaranteed to partake in this kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ. God will set aside all opponents, and only his kingdom will remain. 
 
You will have a seat at the table. You will have a residence in this palace 
and paradise. You will dwell with the king for all of your days… which will 
be every day forever. Take that in. 
 
Look around you right now. Nothing that you see is as it is supposed to be. 
There is a tinge of corruption on every substance you see, there is 
brokenness remaining in every human you view. All of it though is headed 
toward the perfect kingdom. Redemption of creation and a removal of the 
corruption. Those covered in Christ’s blood as citizens of this kingdom. 
Unity, diversity, peace, and promise. Permanence. 
 
Today, look forward to that day. Let the expectation of it drive you to live 
for bold adventure in Christ each day leading up to it. Run free, full of the 
life you have been given and carrying kingdom credentials that can never 
be revoked! 
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June 10  
The Gentle Care of Grace 
 
“a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not 
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.” (Isaiah 42:3 ESV) 
 
God’s desire is not to crush you. It is not to burden you and lay weight upon 
weight on you. Certainly in Christ we see his grace poured out to make you 
path light, to give you covering and redemption. His Spirit an indwelling 
presence to give you power to live and rest in the midst of storms of life. 
 
In Christ, God is gently with you and today you need to know that he will 
not break the hurting, he will not suffocate the barely breathing. Quite the 
opposite. He will restored the bruised body. He will fuel the wick to a 
raging passion for him. He will faithfully bring his justice, a justice secured 
and accomplished in Jesus. 
 
I don’t know how this will impact your day. Maybe this is a reminder you 
need to share with the friend going through the struggle right now. Maybe 
this is for you in the middle of the pain of hard relationships and drama.  
 
Whatever it is for, be reminded that Jesus has given and will continue to 
give to you gentle care by his grace. 
 
Be restored. Be renewed. Go in grace. 
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June 11 
Compassionate Father 
 
“As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows 
compassion to those who fear him.” (Psalm 103:13 ESV) 
 
Not all of us have memories of a compassionate father. For some of us we 
can’t remember when we experienced any compassion from our parents, if 
we knew them at all. Other do have these memories but even for them the 
compassion of the Lord here is pure, unending and warm. It is better than 
we have experienced or can fully imagine. 
 
We know fathers are supposed to be compassionate, so we understand the 
comparison — here though God is the true Father, the one who instigated 
compassion and who is capable of its fullest expression. 
 
It is compassion motivated by nothing other than love. His love for you. 
There is no agenda or need on the other end of God’s compassion. He cares 
for you simply, beautifully, and purely because he cares for you. You can be 
you; he has compassion. You can be weak and in need; he has compassion 
for you. You can think you have it all together; he has compassion for you. 
 
It is also a compassion that is unending. In Christ, as believers in Jesus, this 
compassion is eternal. There is permanence to his compassion that is it not 
going away and is something to be trusted for eons to come. 
 
This compassion is also warm. It is the grace of God that is like a soft 
blanket to cover us. We can rest in it, get comfortable, find peace. It is a 
compassion that impacts all areas of our lives and spread to others through 
us. Gospel warmth for people expressed and delivered by instruments of 
God. 
 
Today, know this compassion. Ask the Lord to reveal to you ways in which 
his compassion is yours. Rest in his warm embrace, feel his care in your 
reverence. 
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June 12  
Prophetic Promise 
 
“For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I 
will pour my Spirit upon your offspring, and my blessing on your 
descendants.” (Isaiah 44:3 ESV) 
 
To a people facing exile and disruption, hearing that you were still a chosen 
people, set apart and with a promised future would be a significant 
comfort. This is for Israel, the prophetic promise that God will quench 
thirst, restoring places of death and a Spirit fueled revitalization for 
generations to come. 
 
This is for us in Christ. He is the realized water of life, poured out on the 
thirsty land of broken and hurting souls. His accomplished work and the 
identity he calls his people to are streams of purpose and provision over 
what was once dry ground. Where there was no hope for a field, now the 
fields are moist and ripe with fruit, the Spirit awakening being poured out. 
 
Today we can realize this and live in the midst of it, expectant that the 
Spirit will move among us, that we will be refreshed in our labors and that 
others would know the blessing as well. Hear the prophetic promise, see it 
provided in Jesus and rejoice in God’s care for you. 
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June 13 
Singing the Song All the Way Through 
 
“And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb, saying, “Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the 
Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations!” (Revelation 
15:3 ESV) 
 
By this point in the reading of Revelation there are many interesting things 
happening and descriptions that can leave us wondering. The point of it all 
is that everything in existence culminates here. We are headed to this 
destination. To the final expression of wrath against sin. To the end of 
opposition to God’s authority. To the Lamb in all his glory, dwelling with 
his people for eternity. 
 
The faithful in this vision have harps and are singing a very old song with a 
new name. This was the Exodus 15 song of Moses celebrating the coming 
out of Egypt, being redeemed by God. Here it is the song of the Lamb of the 
fulfillment of the promise of the King over all, the holy One, the 
righteousness of God revealed. Jesus is the Lamb; this is his song. 
 
Today you get to join in this chorus. To him be all the praise. He has met 
the wrath of God against sin for us. He has vanquished the enemy. He has 
given you his amazing deeds of reconciliation and power for life. May the 
Lord’s glory shine in your life today… as it will on that day. 
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June 14  
Covenant Conformity 
 
“You shall not move your neighbor’s landmark, which the men of old have 
set, in the inheritance that you will hold in the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you to possess.” (Deuteronomy 19:14 ESV) 
 
Upon redemption God’s people are invited into a new life, one that 
conforms to his purpose and holiness. For Israel after the exodus that 
meant respecting property rights among many other things. And it was 
not a burden for them but a blessing; after all, they had land for the first 
time! 
 
Life in Christ is similar and maybe even more glorious. We are justified by 
the blood of Christ and invited into covenant conformity. Living as Jesus 
calls and engaging in the works he has prepared for us. It is not a burden 
for us but a labor of joy to live out the name and identity we have been 
given in Jesus. It is the adventure we were created for. Living in response to 
his gift of grace, pursuing his holiness. 
 
Our flesh wants to see this as a restriction but it is a wonderful promotion 
into the fullness of life. Today, rejoice, you have been given the 
opportunity and empowerment to live well in the wake of the goodness of 
Christ’s work for you. 
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June 15 
Recounting His Goodness 
 
“For he satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul he fills with good 
things.” (Psalm 107:9 ESV) 
 
The Psalms are a wonderful reminder, over and over again, of the goodness 
of God and his supreme care for his people. They are not only historical 
songs but melodies for us today to remember and look forward to his 
goodness. In Christ, as believers in Jesus, these are our promises. This is our 
voice in unison singing of the gifts of God. 
 
We know these gifts as the grace that justifies us and gives us an eternal 
place with God. We know these gifts as a cover of our sin and power to live 
different lives. We know these gifts as daily provision for our spiritual and 
physical lives. But do we know these gifts as satisfaction? 
 
We are just fine believing that Jesus saves; that he has the power to do that. 
But it should blow us away that Jesus also satisfies. The longings of our 
souls are met in Christ. The deepest part of who we are is known and 
fulfilled in our identity in Christ. We are to be the most satisfied people on 
the planet — fully experiencing the goodness of God in Christ. 
 
When the rubber meets the road however, we look to others, lesser things 
for satisfaction. Approval. Physicality. Wealth… any number of things we 
look to for some satisfaction. But in Jesus we are given something better. 
 
Today, turn to Jesus. Ask him to satisfy your soul as his word promises. 
Then live satisfied, set aside the lesser things and maintain a steady diet of 
the soul filling goodness of Jesus. 
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June 16  
What Matters Lasts 
 
“For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.” And all 
shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, 
stood far off and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning, “What 
city was like the great city?” (Revelation 18:17–18 ESV) 
 
The things that matter last. But you might be surprised by the list of things 
that matter. Here in the vision of completion, the great Babylon falls. The 
system of this world, all that society says is of worth, all the shiny toys and 
accolades of culture, laid waste. The city we build of our own machinations 
will crumble under the glory of God. 
 
What then are we to invest in and see as valuable, and indestructible? Our 
relationship with Christ. By choosing us and sacrificing himself for us, 
Jesus has secured for us the eternal city of his rule. The true wealth of 
righteousness and the love we have from Christ and share with others. 
 
Today you will have many choices — things to see as valuable — lean into 
Jesus and run after the goodness that he has set before you. Value the 
people you are given the opportunity to have relationship with and the gift 
of grace you have received in Christ. We deserve to burn with the “city” 
imagined in Revelation, but instead we will shine with Jesus. Let that give 
you the drive to live today. 
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June 17 
Redeeming Covenant 
 
“He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant 
forever. Holy and awesome is his name!” (Psalm 111:9 ESV) 
 
“Praise the Lord!” Begins the Psalm. Reasons are added; his greatness, his 
provision, his wisdom. All are praiseworthy and oh that we would praise 
him more, that we would see his goodness more in our lives. But this 
reason sticks out and is a foretaste then for what we have experienced now 
in Christ. 
 
He has sent his son, true God of true God, Jesus, to be our redemption. To 
take our place in a bloody death to solve the problem of sin and defeat the 
enemy. To justify reckless sinners like us for his glory and our good. Most 
days it doesn’t make a lot of sense. Why waste yourself to save those that 
reject you and live for all sorts of worthless things? Regardless of the sense 
it makes, he has done it. Jesus has redeemed his people by his blood. 
 
This blood has also established a new covenant, commanded a new 
covenant of grace. No longer under the burden of the law; now fully 
received, clothed in righteousness and given an inheritance forever. 
 
Do you realize today that if you believe in Jesus this is for you? Praise the 
Lord! He has redeemed you and made a new covenant for you, to extend 
grace and empowerment for a life of purpose and adventure with Christ. At 
this and ten thousand other reasons we shall praise the Lord. Let’s get 
started now! 
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June 18  
Relying on God 
 
“Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant? Let 
him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the LORD 
and rely on his God.” (Isaiah 50:10 ESV) 
 
There are a lot of corners of life that we could easily describe as dark. The 
pain of loss, the frailty of our bodies, the unknown of each day. But there is 
hope still for us. We are invited to trust in God, to rely on him as we wander 
through the darkness that life can be. 
 
This is not only a call for Old Testament saints, this is for us, those that 
believe in Jesus. Actually in Christ we have a better view of this invitation. 
Jesus shines light into the darkness. He illuminates our lives, revealing 
purpose, expectation and the future. He empowers us to obey his voice and 
rely on his provision and power to get through the day. 
 
We are no longer those without light. We know the light and he desires to 
shine into our lives. Today, look to the light. Think of Jesus and all that he 
has done to save you and direct you through all the corners of life. 
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June 19  
The Bowl of Wrath 
 
“Thus says your Lord, the LORD, your God who pleads the cause of his 
people: “Behold, I have taken from your hand the cup of staggering; the 
bowl of my wrath you shall drink no more;” (Isaiah 51:22 ESV) 
 
A prophetic hope for God’s people — to have his wrath against sin utterly 
dealt with and resolved — is previewed here. It is also something 
accomplished by Jesus on the cross. Jesus took on the cup of staggering as 
he carried the cross we deserved to a hill where he would be crucified. 
Those that believe in him — those that are his — shall never have to drink of 
the wrath that was fully poured out that day. Jesus has dealt with it; it is 
finished. 
 
Now this all may seem like we have just given the Sunday school answer to 
a question no on was asking but it is actually a defining and refining truth 
for the believer. And this is a truth not only for conversion but for all of life. 
We are defined by the Lord’s intervention in that truly there is no 
condemnation, no fear of judgment at death and a permanent identity in 
Christ. We are refined by this truth as we remember the lengths Jesus went 
to redeem us. In this remembering, motivations change and we live 
different. 
 
We can rejoice today that this promise is answered yes and amen in Jesus. 
The wrath you deserve is taken from you. No you have hope, purpose and 
value that can only come from Christ. Walk in it today. 
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June 20  
Illuminated by the Lord 
 
“And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the 
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.” 
(Revelation 22:5 ESV) 
 
The sun in our day beats down and burns us. But it is still our source of 
light and warmth so we need and desire it even when we work against its 
ill effects. I don’t know how many times on a scorching hot day I have 
wished the sun away. 
 
But for the believer in Jesus there is a day coming where we no longer need 
the sun. We will have our light, our warmth our illumination from the Son, 
from Jesus. How crazy will that be?! He will, in his radiance, light our days 
of which there will never again be night. No more darkness, no more 
shadows blocking our view. 
 
Christ’s reign will be one of light and brilliance. We will never grow tired of 
his or wish it gone. In his forever reign we will be repeatedly refreshed and 
energized by his light. 
 
Today the sun will make you struggle. The night will attempt to worry you. 
But know in both of these things you have hope because they will no longer 
be needed. You are headed to a life of perfected illumination. Long for that 
day and ask today for more of Christ’s light in your life. 
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June 21  
Repositioned Generosity 
 
“And you shall rejoice in all the good that the LORD your God has given to 
you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is 
among you.” (Deuteronomy 26:11 ESV) 
 
What hope can we find in instructions for those of Israel to give the tithe? 
All this responsive sacrifice and baskets of first fruit? Well for those in 
Christ, we have the repositioning needed to be generous in ways that Israel 
could never fully grasp. 
 
While we don’t have hard and fast guidelines on numbers or portions, 
thought I am sure you can find someone to give you such rules, in the New 
Testament giving is more whole-life oriented and sacrificial. It is a 
generosity that those around you might consider “painful.” But our hope is 
not in the giving, our hope is in the good that the Lord has given to you. 
 
For Israel this was a land that was promised. For those of us in Christ, this 
is salvation, transformation and a future grace that we can’t even fully 
imagine. And it is from the reality of these gifts that we have a repositioned 
generosity. We can give not in order to receive something but because we 
already have been given more than we could ever imagine. Giving from the 
grace of God is such a sweet thing. 
 
It reveals the place of our hope, our trust, and our joy. Because you are who 
Jesus says you are today, you can join in and rejoice in all the Lord has 
done. 
 
Today, might you be generous in new ways? Be reminded of all that you 
have in Jesus. He really is our everything. Then rejoice! 
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June 22  
They Come to Him 
 
“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is 
he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:1–2 ESV) 
 
We live in an era where too many of us think that Jesus, or his people 
mostly, must come before the influential and governmental rulers of the 
day to seek an audience. Maybe it even has us setting aside our principles 
for political expediency or acceptance. But our norm is quite the opposite of 
how people first approached Jesus and how they will for the rest of 
eternity. 
 
The truth is, kings come to him. Well, at least kings worth their salt. Here 
in the first days of the incarnation the wise men from the east saw the sign 
of Christ’s arrival and the sought him out. They have come to worship him. 
The brilliant, the powerful, those with vision, they come to Jesus to 
worship him. 
 
It is fascinating that here was Herod, the supposed king of the Jews and 
people wouldn’t worship him. But this new king, newly on the scene and 
people desire to worship him. 
 
Today as you turn on the news and think through who it is leading on the 
global stage, realize that all of these will eventually bow, if they do not 
now. They will come to recognize the real king and as his people we are to 
share in his reign. Let this encourage us to run to him even now for 
purpose, empowerment and the hope only he provides. 
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June 23  
The Compassion of the Lord 
 
“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no 
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price.” (Isaiah 55:1 ESV) 
 
Here is a prophetic picture of the welcome we receive in Christ. Come, 
everyone who is tired and thirsty, he will give you rest and the water of 
life. You can’t buy it, but you can enjoy it, bought with his blood. And it is 
not the basics, it is extravagant — the wine and milk — that Jesus gives. 
 
Too often we live as if we are meant to grind and sweat for all of our days 
with hope of getting a minutes rest when it is all done. God’s compassion 
comes at us differently. It is to be experienced in the midst of life, real 
quenched thirst, real spiritual abundance. 
 
It is an invitation that we should accept and drink deeply of Jesus and his 
grace for us. This is really the compassion of the Lord, that we, in Christ, 
receive wave upon wave of grace for all of life. 
 
Lord, help us drink of you today. Help us to find rest in you and to know 
your freely given gifts. Energize us for the tasks that lay ahead and keep 
yourself at the front of our hearts and minds. May you be glorified in the 
way we rest in you Jesus. Amen. 
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June 24  
Spreading Fame 
 
“So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, 
those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by 
demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them.” (Matthew 4:24 
ESV) 
 
Jesus has gone through temptation and proved in miracles his authority. 
He now transitions to proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, of his reign 
and the resulting goodness that comes with it. And it is something that 
gets traction, fame spreads and people bring the broken, hurting and needy 
to him to be healed. 
 
After the cross, this reality shouldn’t change. Because Jesus has sacrificed 
himself on the cross, people can experience not only physical healing but 
spiritual resolution to the problem of sin and distance from God. Here is 
the good news; he is still famous. People are still drawn to him and the still 
heals. 
 
In this fame, might he be positioning us to be the ones to bring the broken 
to him, to brings those afflicted and in pain? I think so, and what better 
work could we do?! To bring slaves to the source of freedom. To bring the 
exhausted to rest. 
 
Today, who can you bring to Jesus? First bring them in prayer, that he 
would move in their life and draw them to himself. Then share the 
goodness of grace with them, Jesus’ love for them. Who knows, maybe 
there will be some healing and his fame will continue in our day. 
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June 25  
Life and Testimony 
 
“In your steadfast love give me life, that I may keep the testimonies of your 
mouth.” (Psalm 119:88 ESV) 
 
The Psalmist longs for salvation from the Lord. He knows the God is his 
source and hope. But the insolent, the despisers are close at hand and 
battering him. He prays then for a gift of life that he would experience and 
be an example of God’s promises, the testimonies of his mouth, coming to 
pass. 
 
For us in Jesus, this is accomplished. He has given us his life, not only as a 
sacrifice in our place but also through his resurrection and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. We are filled with and drenched in new life. The old is gone, the 
promises of God fulfilled and ours to own and revel in. 
 
This is the truest of life, full life as it was meant to be and we get to 
continually experience new facets of it as the Spirit empowers us. 
 
Maybe today Jesus wants you to experience more fully the life he gives you. 
Ask him, by his Spirit, to awaken you to his life, to the purpose and 
adventure he has for you, then run toward him, follow him. Live this life 
that you may keep the testimonies of his mouth. 
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June 26  
For the Kingdom to Come 
 
“Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 
(Matthew 6:10 ESV) 
 
This is just one line from the model of prayer that Jesus gives his followers 
but oh the implications of it. When we have faith in Christ, when we give 
up our schemes for his redemption, then our hearts are increasing 
transformed to desire his reign and kingdom. The desire flows to all of life, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Do we even fully grasp this request? The end of worthless pursuits and the 
glory of God alone. It is to be prayed for but it is radical. It is not just a catch 
phrase to permit my life but the greatest desire to have Jesus’ rule break 
into a world of brokenness and corruption. A world that celebrates the 
worst of humanity cloaked in ideals of self. And upon this world we ask for 
truth, peace and the work of Christ to pervade. 
 
It is not just about my agenda but it is a request for God’s agenda to rule to 
day and every day. Today, how can you seek and see the kingdom come? 
Where can you make the choice to give over ground to the kingdom and be 
used by God to bring it to others? Let’s pray these words and pray for 
wisdom and grace to see the petition unfold in our day. 
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June 27  
The One of Authority 
 
“And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his 
teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as 
their scribes.” (Matthew 7:28–29 ESV) 
 
We hear all kinds of things about Jesus that seem good but totally miss the 
point and deny the most important thing about him. “He was such a great 
example of kindness,” “He was humble and thought of the less fortunate,” 
“He was such a great champion of the morals of the day…” But here the 
crowds got it right in their astonishment. 
 
Jesus is the One who has authority. He is not a mere guru or even a rabbi in 
the usual mould. No, Jesus is the authority because he is God. He teaches 
with authority because he reveals himself and his plan of redemption. 
 
We have a choice in life to see Jesus as a good example, a nice moral 
teacher, or we can see him as he says he is, the first and the last, I AM. God 
himself. The One of authority. And if he has authority in this sense, we are 
due to listen, to heed and continually recognize his reign over us. 
 
Thankfully he is the One with authority. Because he is the One to lay done 
his life for us, to cherish us and call us to himself and to transformed lives. 
Our identity, solely in this God of authority. It is the best place to be, under 
his grace. 
 
Today, see his authority, be astonished not only that he has it, but that he 
knows you and claims you as his own. 
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June 28  
The Future is So Bright 
 
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen 
upon you.” (Isaiah 60:1 ESV) 
 
God’s people have something to look forward to. His grace, provision, and 
favor are not only theirs but are leading somewhere; to life with him. This 
hope is realized in Jesus, the One who reconciles as people and many other 
people, to God. Now those in Christ have a future that is incredibly bright, 
beyond our dreams. 
 
A future of resolution; of no more sin and pain, of no more brokenness in 
the world;  a future of dwelling in God’s presence forever. 
 
This, deeply understood and embraced, will bring celebration and the fuel 
we need to not only get through the day, but rejoice along the way. When 
everything goes well we can anticipate the future when it will all go as 
planned and perfected. When things are tough and maybe what we might 
describe as ruin, we can look to the glory being revealed in Christ and rest, 
take heart and hope. 
 
Today, know that in Jesus, your future is so bright. Live and lean into that 
truth and let that light shine in you. 
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June 29  
Awake at the Wheel 
 
“He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.” 
(Psalm 121:3 ESV) 
 
Where does your help come from? If you are a believer in Jesus, well it 
comes from him. Outside of him, I don’t know that there is much help or 
hope, other then what we can personally brew up. But for us in Christ… 
hope that drives into eternity, that gives us help in very real ways right 
now in life. It is to him that we look, the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
In this looking we can take all the more confidence knowing that Jesus, our 
Lord, does not let our stability be shaken. Our foot is not moved, the 
foundation we have is never removed when we are in him. And he keeps 
us, the One who will not slumber. Jesus is awake at the wheel of the 
universe and he is caring for you in the midst of it. 
 
Every little opportunity and circumstance of life is relating to the Lord’s 
providential plan. He will not relent in his care and this is meant to give us 
an abiding, never-stopping, awareness of his hand of protection and 
purpose. 
 
Today, be reminded that in Christ, the Lord will keep you from evil and will 
keep your life — your eternal safe place with him. Let this drive your hope 
and live this adventure he has called you to! 
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June 30  
Immovable 
 
“Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, 
but abides forever.” (Psalm 125:1 ESV) 
 
To be immovable for the right reasons. Not because I have ginned up 
enough mental strength to stand against every onslaught. Not because I 
have a natural stubborn streak. Not because I am more clever than the next 
guy. Solely because I belong to Jesus.  
 
Because I trust in the Lord, I am made like Mount Zion and I remain steady 
and secure forever. This is for you too as you trust in Jesus. 
 
In Christ, you are immovable, you can’t be pressured out of your safe place, 
and you can’t be enticed away. You are stable and secure by the power of 
the Spirit. 
 
Life will throw all kinds of rocks at you and attempt to knock you off. Satan 
will try everything in his weakness to shake your faith and crumble your 
foundation. You will be tested, tired and tread upon but you are still like 
Mount Zion because your foundation is Christ, you can’t be moved off of 
him. 
 
Today live in your security. Know that no matter how things unfold that 
the Spirit no matter what keeps you. Then why not worship a little. Thank 
God for his love that keeps you and cares for you. 
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July 1  
The Present and Promise of Rest 
 
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
(Matthew 11:28 ESV) 
 
It doesn’t matter what time of day it is, chances are you are tired. It could 
be physical exhaustion from keeping track of the kids or working a longer 
shift to cover the bills that keep piling up. It could be mental and emotional 
exhaustion as that relationship takes too much out of you or the unknowns 
of life are too much, you just don’t know if you can take it anymore. 
 
To you, no matter the reason or circumstance, Jesus is saying “come to me 
and find rest.” No other god or even religious system offers rest like Jesus 
does. The rest of having your salvation achieved by him and given to you 
as a gift. The rest of not earning your justification, sanctification or 
glorification — it is all a promise done for you in Christ. Rest that says “it is 
all handled, sleep, trust me and be refreshed.” 
 
Why would we not sign up for this?! Real rest; spiritual, eternal, 
cosmically-mind-blowing rest. How might it come to you today? 
Go to Jesus — no matter how long you have had a relationship with him or 
if you ever have — ask for the rest he offers and then keep coming back.  
 
Receive rest, know that it is finished and you are safe in him. 
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July 2  
A Mighty Hand 
 
“So that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is 
mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God forever.” (Joshua 4:24 ESV) 
 
Most of the miraculous stories in Scripture must have left the people 
experiencing them in tremendous awe. But do they have the same affect on 
us? Probably not, at least if you are anything like me. You have read the 
stories and in familiarity they lose their cool, their awe-inspiring bigness. 
 
But then we see those miracles continue to play out and eventually get to 
the miracle worker himself, in the incarnation Jesus healing, setting people 
free and ultimately working atonement by his own blood for those that 
believe in him. All of it, and all of the miraculous we experience today or 
have ever experienced is all meant to reveal the might hand of God. 
 
The maker of the universe, the lover of his children, he is mighty. He is 
actually all powerful and unmatchable. He is without peer. And he has 
come to you in love to rescue you. 
 
His might hand has worked a cross-enduring, resurrecting experience that 
you would be brought to God. That you would have relationship with him. 
This is the ultimate miracle. More that waters parting, or sight being 
restored. This is redemption on a global scale so that we, and all the world 
will know that the hand of the Lord is mighty. 
 
Let’s live like we believe this and know it in the deepest part of our being. 
Embrace adventure because your Lord is strong. Face the troubles of life 
with hope because your Lord is strong. Cast off fear wherever and 
whenever it appears because your Lord is strong. Rest well because your 
Lord is strong. 
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July 3  
Having an Ear 
 
“He who has ears, let him hear.” (Matthew 13:9 ESV) 
 
Jesus was a storyteller and in his stories he unpacked deep theological and 
practical truths. He revealed what the Kingdom of God was like and how 
we gain entry and live in the midst of it. Here he was giving an account of 
how the word of the kingdom would be received by different people. And 
he ends with this invitation, ‘he who has ears, let him hear.’ 
 
Of course everyone in his audience had ears… but Jesus is making more 
than a physical observation. He is speaking of spiritual, opened ears. Truth 
is, you can’t hear what Jesus is saying if he, by his Spirit, has not given you 
hearing. But thankfully, that is what he came to do. 
 
We are the deaf being healed by the work of Jesus and given a new sense 
from which to live. For the first time we hear his words and it sends us to 
our knees in worship and running to the adventure he invites us to. The 
question we face today as those that believe in Jesus is; have we been 
listening? 
 
I can get so wrapped up in listening to my self, to my own troubles or 
internal drama and miss what Jesus is saying to me or about me. Maybe 
you live the same way. Friend, his invitation to hear what he is saying, or 
what the Spirit says in others places, is the invitation to wake up to him, 
have your senses renewed and to live illuminated by his Word. 
 
Today, will you listen? Ask Jesus for ears that we might hear from him and 
respond to what he is saying for his glory and our good. 
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July 4  
Done Deals 
 
“And the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho into your hand, 
with its king and mighty men of valor.” (Joshua 6:2 ESV) 
 
As the narrative of God’s care for his people unfolds this is a pivotal time. 
Joshua and the people will be called to action — to follow through on God 
going before them — and each victory on the field of battle will reflect his 
will for them. 
 
Here, in the most memorable of stories, the people are before Jericho and 
without a vision for how they could defeat the fortress city. But God speaks 
and declares that he has given Jericho into Joshua’s hand. Then he tells 
Joshua what the people are to do in order to realize his giving Jericho over. 
 
God provides, makes clear the secured victory and then calls the people to 
march and shout. How many times in our own lives has this type of 
situation played out? God tells us in his Word that we are free from sin or 
that we have a changed identity, then he calls us to walk it out, to avoid 
what no longer controls us. The result is not delivered by our action but 
realized in our action. 
 
Today, what has the Lord given into your hand? How has he already won 
the battle and invited you to live it out? Go ahead. It has been finished. You 
are secure in Christ. Walk it out as the Spirit gives you power. Then rejoice 
in worship that the victory has been won. 
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July 5  
Even Dogs Get Scraps 
 
“Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you 
as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.” (Matthew 15:28 
ESV) 
 
She wasn’t one of the people he came to preach to. Her name was not on the 
list to receive a miracle. But in faith she persisted. She begged Jesus. And 
she made a convincing argument when he said he had come for the lost 
sheep of Israel. The children’s uneaten bread, it is good to throw it to the 
dogs… Jesus I am a dog, let me have some scraps and heal my daughter. 
 
The master feeds from his table even to the lowest. He come to her in her 
faith and commends her for it. Then heals her daughter. 
 
When you recognize your own brokenness and need, you might feel much 
like the dog the Canaanite Woman described. But you can take comfort 
that Jesus sees you as someone worthy because of his work for you. He 
comes to you in your faith and continues to work his miraculous grace on 
you. 
 
Eat up. Have faith and meet Jesus — petition him and be healed in him. 
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July 6  
Always the Same, Always Under Grace 
 
“for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken 
cisterns that can hold no water.” (Jeremiah 2:13 ESV) 
 
God speaks through Jeremiah and retells of Israel’s turning from the Lord, 
from their source of redemption, provision and identity, to lesser things of 
themselves. This is your story whether you are a descendant of Israel or 
you have human blood coursing through your veins. 
 
This is the human condition apart from the regenerating work of the Holy 
Spirit; to forsake God and instead build temples to self or little idols that 
can’t never fulfill us or meet the need we have. 
 
This is what each of us still wars with in our lives, the lure of turning from 
pure living water to the tepid and toxic flow of the flesh and an enemy-
manufactured society. And it is right in this tension that Jesus stands 
ready to pour out more of his living water for you, to refresh and bring you 
back to God. 
 
Our struggle is always the same and always under grace. Christ’s finished 
work frees us from flirting with cisterns that don’t hold water. The grace of 
Jesus is our hydration and quenches lingering thirsts with power. 
 
Today do you feel the draw toward lesser things? Draw again from the well 
of grace and drink deeply of Jesus’ living water for you. Know you are 
covered, welcomed and secure in Christ. Then dance in the puddles of his 
abundant grace for you. 
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July 7  
Eyes for Jesus 
 
“But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And 
when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.” (Matthew 
17:7–8 ESV) 
 
The presence of God is a scary thing. His holiness, the radiance of it would 
devastate us as sinful people. His purity of which we cannot taint. Yet hear 
the beloved three disciples are witnessing this presence, the glory of Jesus 
in his divinity. Rightly so, they were terrified as the voice of God declaring 
his pleasure in Jesus. 
 
But it is the touch of Jesus that calms fears. The disciples look up and see 
Jesus the One who gives the entrance and brings them to God. 
 
This is not only an experience for the few disciples that happen to be on the 
hill that day. This is an experience for you as well. In Christ, he comes to 
comfort you, remove fear and to bring you to God. An experience we are 
meant to have over and over again. 
 
You will surely face things today that could incite fear… just turn on the 
news and hear of uncertainty and violence. But there is a Savior that grants 
you his touch of peace to calm fear and give you hope. Believe in this Jesus, 
ask him to help and have eyes only for him. Look up and see Jesus. 
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July 8  
The Way to Go 
 
“Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, for in you I trust. Make 
me know the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul.” (Psalm 143:8 
ESV) 
 
Jesus has not only redeemed and saved you, he has brought you into his 
purpose — the purpose he has for you. Each day we have the opportunity to 
be reminded of his steadfast love and have our trust renewed in his care 
and plan. In this reminder we also position ourselves to look to him for our 
path and purpose. 
 
This can be uncomfortable for us frankly because we think we are the 
ultimate masters of our own path, as our culture may tell us. As we might 
expect, this often comes up short and leaves us wanting. But instead of 
running after our own schemes we have a source to indicate our path that 
is faithful and true. This is what the Psalmist is asking for and this is what 
we can ask for today. 
 
Jesus, make know the way we should go. Friend, lift up your soul to the 
Lord and see where his adventure may take you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 197	

July 9  
Hundredfold 
 
“And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold 
and will inherit eternal life.” (Matthew 19:29 ESV) 
 
I used to think I would be rich. If I just followed the right steps then voila… 
blessing and raining money. I don’t think I even called it prosperity gospel 
but it certainly was and who doesn’t want that “type” of blessing?! 
 
The thing is, Jesus does make you rich, in him, with an inheritance of life, 
real, lasting, eternal life. This answer comes from the question from his 
disciples as to what they can expect after his kingdom comes in, they rule 
on thrones and everyone else that has believed in Jesus, even to their peril 
of lost friends and family, to the uncertainty, those that take the blows for 
his name sake will be rewarded with him. 
 
New family, new purpose, new provision all for the glory of Christ and all 
because of Christ. 
 
Today we will have a number of choices of things and people over the 
name of Christ, but we are encouraged and empowered by the Spirit to be 
steadfast in embracing our Savior. Jesus, help us do what you have planned 
and purposed us to do for your name’s sake. Give us a vision of the 
inheritance and life that we receive in you. Be bigger to us that we would 
live toward you. Amen. 
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July 10  
From One Generation to Another 
 
“One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare 
your mighty acts. On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your 
wondrous works, I will meditate. They shall speak of the might of your 
awesome deeds, and I will declare your greatness. They shall pour forth the 
fame of your abundant goodness and shall sing aloud of your 
righteousness.” (Psalm 145:4–7 ESV) 
 
What are Christians all about? What are we suppose to accomplish as 
believers? The spread of the glorious gospel of Jesus, his splendor and 
greatness. From one generation to another. 
 
This is the passing on of testimony. Telling those that follow us what God 
has done for us. But it is not only valuable to the generation coming up, it is 
of significant worth to us as well. To be reminded of God’s goodness and 
the wonders he has worked in our lives, that we would see his glory and 
live toward it, longing for more of Jesus and his abundant goodness. 
 
Today you have the opportunity to do two things. First, remember what 
Jesus has done for you. Think upon the specific ways God has works 
wondrously in your life. The provision. The faithfulness. The grace. From 
that worshipful remembering; secondly, tell others about it. Find someone 
with less experience with the Lord and let them know how God has moved 
on your behalf. Let them know how God has moved on their behalf! 
 
Let us together pour forth the fame of his goodness and let us sing of his 
righteousness, that others may hear and know this Savior Jesus. 
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July 11 
Jesus Punks the Religious to Our Benefit 
 
“Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus 
said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go 
into the kingdom of God before you.” (Matthew 21:31 ESV) 
 
The priests and the Pharisees were looking for something to pin Jesus on. 
They were out to have him arrested. It was coming close, but now was not 
his time. But Jesus takes the opportunity to tell a few parables and 
essentially punk the religious leaders that were pressing him and his 
followers. 
 
On the question of faithfulness and obedience, Jesus tells the story of two 
sons. One says he will not work but later does. The other son says he will 
work but then later does not. Surely the first one is the obedient one. And 
in telling the story Jesus is making clear that the ones with lots of words 
and declarations of obedience will not actually be the first in his kingdom. 
No, it is the appallingly sinful and disgraceful tax collectors and 
prostitutes. 
 
Friend, if you have faith in Jesus, recognize today that you are the tax 
collector and prostitute. We, in our sin and need, are that appallingly bad. 
But Jesus says that those who repent and believe will be the first in his 
kingdom, the first to have security and the hope of eternity. And it is those 
most aware of their need of a Savior that come. This is us. 
 
We recognize our need. We are actually humbled by our ongoing need for 
Jesus each day. And he pours out his grace on us. The fact that he punked 
the religious with his parables and authoritative teaching benefits us, the 
scandalous ones. 
 
Today, know where Jesus met you. Remember your ongoing need for him 
and his grace. Repent anew and turn again to Jesus. Then let his grace put a 
spring in your step and joy in your heart. You have entered the kingdom 
first.  
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July 12  
An Expanded Guest List 
 
“And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they 
found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.” 
(Matthew 22:10 ESV) 
 
Jesus tells the crowd a parable of the kingdom and what a story it is. The 
kingdom is like a king who invited guests to a wedding feast, but the 
invited guests wouldn’t come. They just had better things to do. So the king 
sent his servants to bring others in — all sorts of people. 
 
This is the kingdom. The expectations of who is on the list sometimes 
might surprise us but this expanded guest list should in the very least give 
us reason to be thankful, because we are now on it! 
 
Think about it. You, in your sin and disobedience don’t rate as invitation 
material. You know that about yourself, even on your best days. But the 
King wants his party stocked with those that come to him. In Jesus we are 
clothed with wedding garments of his righteousness and we get to dance 
to the wee hours at this party. All because the King said to invite as many 
as we can find. 
 
Today, recognize your place at the party. All because of Jesus and his 
sacrificial work for you, you are invited in and given the right to stay. Now 
from that position, why not invite others in. Tell them about the King. Tell 
them the good news of Jesus and dance a little! 
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July 13  
Boasting in the Right Direction 
 
“Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not 
the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 
but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, 
that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness 
in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.” (Jeremiah 
9:23–24 ESV) 
 
We live in a way that really is all about us. Our ability, our record, our wits. 
We are constantly concerned about what we get out of this and that and 
we are quick to feel victimized when things don’t go the way we planned. 
We look for ourselves in photographs before other people. We love to tell 
and hear stories about us. We hunger for our name to be mentioned by 
others and notoriety is only a few good opinions away. 
 
This is us still in our flesh, riding the flow of our culture and worried about 
number one. 
 
Jesus invites us to something so much better. To a life of boasting and 
being content in him. Interested in others because the Savior was 
interested in us. Holding our accolades and accomplishments lightly and 
more enamored by the finished work of Jesus. Knowing Jesus and knowing 
that that knowledge is something to cherish. 
 
Today, let’s look all the more to Jesus. Be confident in his work on the cross 
for you and the adoption you enjoy in him. Delight in him as he delights in 
you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 202	

July 14  
All Came to Pass 
 
“Not one word of all the good promises that the LORD had made to the 
house of Israel had failed; all came to pass.” (Joshua 21:45 ESV) 
 
Do you ever what to make of the promises of God? For us in Christ, those 
that believe he is our Savior and Lord, there are a pile of promises we can 
embrace. Our justification, that we are made right before God. Our 
adoption, that we are a co-heir with Christ and part of God’s intimate 
family. Our sanctification, that we are being transformed to be more like 
Jesus. Provision, power, keeping, approving, loving. All the promises for us 
in Christ. 
 
But do they ever feel just out of reach? Just beyond your grasp, as if you are 
the one responsible for grasping them? I know my life sometimes feels this 
way. I have certain expectations and when they are not met I look inward 
and wonder what I did wrong or how God got something wrong! 
 
This testament of God’s faithfulness to his people in Joshua though is to 
serve as a reminder to us that the promises of God are dependent on God’s 
power to accomplish them, not our own. He who promises is faithful and 
capable of delivering on the promise. This changes everything. 
 
For Israel and the division of the land among the tribes, this promise was 
fulfilled and by being fulfilled we hear that all the promises of the Lord 
came to pass. This same God, who has made promises to those redeemed by 
Christ, will brings them to pass. Done deal. Now we lean into his power and 
his promises with expectancy for his will to unfold in our live. We pray 
with passion and live this adventure looking to Jesus. 
 
Today how can realizing that the promises of God in Christ are secured for 
you change your outlook and striving? Let the truth sink in. Rest in Christ’s 
finished work and live for the promises of God. 
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July 15  
Pangs Have Been Loosed 
 
“this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge 
of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised 
him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to 
be held by it.” (Acts 2:23–24 ESV) 
 
This is part of the defining sermon at the foundation of the church. Peter is 
preaching the gathered crowd who came around when the Holy Spirit fell 
on the believers waiting after Jesus’ ascension. This is what the preacher 
says of Jesus, that he was delivered according to plan, to solve the wrath 
against sin and he was raised up because death couldn’t hold him. 
 
We know this pretty well if we have been around the church for any length 
of time. But let us not move over it quickly today because this is actually 
the center of our hope in life today and proof of the finished work of the 
cross for us. These words of Peter are true and because what he describes 
happened, we are forever changed and empowered to live. 
 
This is the place of our justification — our being made right with God and 
able to be in relationship with him. This is our reconciliation. That Jesus 
was crucified. It is a stunner. That God himself would come and be a 
perfect sacrifice, once for all, for sinful and wretched people. This is our 
place of transformation. Because he has done it, we are as believers in him, 
forever kept and justified. Transformed from those deserving wrath to 
Children of God. 
 
We are then continually transformed as we live in the wake of the 
resurrection. We know we have new life, new purpose and a new future 
because Jesus rose from the grave. The same power over death that rolled 
the stone away is given to us by the Spirit to face life and live as 
transformed people. 
 
Today, cling to the truths of this death and resurrection. Know they were 
for you. You are forever transformed and empowered to live in Christ. 
Head out there as you embrace these truths and thrive. 
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July 16  
A Beautiful Thing 
 
“But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? 
For she has done a beautiful thing to me.” (Matthew 26:10 ESV) 
 
Jesus promised that wherever his gospel was proclaimed, this woman 
would be talked about. So let’s talk about her! They gang is at dinner and 
this woman comes in with an expensive jar of ointment that she pours on 
Jesus’ head. A thing of honor, what Jesus says is preparing him for burial. 
Of course the disciples are concerned about the budget. Shouldn’t every 
last resource go to the poor? How scandalous that this woman would give 
some much, all she really had even, to Jesus in a wasteful way — that is how 
they saw it, Jesus saw it as worshipful. 
 
We can get hung up on the silliest things in life and especially in the 
church. And we so often are more worried about how someone else is using 
what they have over what we do with the resources we have been given. 
But Jesus makes clear that it is a beautiful thing for this woman to give 
what she has, maybe even all she has to honor him. 
 
This can radically change how we approach using the gifts we have — when 
we are more inclined to honor Christ than we are concern for our strategy 
for other things I think we are doing beautiful things. 
 
Today, you will have many choices of how to steward what the Lord has 
given you. Choose the beautiful things of honoring Jesus, in whichever 
way you are called. 
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July 17  
People of Boldness 
 
“And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to 
continue to speak your word with all boldness,” (Acts 4:29 ESV) 
 
Peter and John had been threatened with their lives. ‘Stop preaching Jesus 
or else!’ But they couldn’t stop. They had to share what they had seen; they 
had to share Christ with anyone they could. So they huddle with the 
church and together they pray. 
 
It is interesting to me, and maybe to you, that the church didn’t pray for 
safety. You don’t hear them say ‘Lord keep us safe.’ Instead they pray for 
boldness. They declare God’s sovereignty over all things and then ask him 
in the face of threats to strengthen the church to speak the gospel with all 
boldness. 
 
With all boldness. Not a request for a new more secure environment to 
preach. Not a request for less confrontation when they do proclaim. A 
prayer for all boldness. Every ounce of boldness possible. This is what they 
want. Not safety, not comfort — boldness to proclaim the excellencies of 
Christ. 
 
How will we pray today? Will we wade into God’s sovereignty; trust him 
and petition for all boldness? Let’s try it today. Let’s see how the Lord 
might use us and draw others to himself. Let’s see if he will sake the room 
and grant us boldness for his glory! 
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July 18  
Resurrection and the End of Fear 
 
“But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay.” (Matthew 28:5–6 ESV) 
 
I want this type of encounter. To hear a majestic voice tell me to not be 
afraid, because Jesus has risen. Of course the women at the tomb would be 
fearful, after all Jesus has been executed and now his burial place was 
disturbed, what else could possibly go wrong! They didn’t fully understand 
the weight of the crucifixion or the promise of the resurrection. But the 
angel tells them “do not be afraid,” for the One you seek is risen. 
 
This is tremendously good news that we can’t for a second miss. These 
events were more than a dramatic message and death. This was leading to 
this moment, the resurrection. The defeat of death, the promise of life in 
this risen One. Nothing to fear. The finished work of the cross made 
permanent in the victory Jesus has in walking away from the grave. 
 
Now fast forward to your experience today. There will be things, perhaps 
many, that might incline you to fear. But in Christ, you are united with him 
in his resurrection. There is nothing to fear, fear has come to an end 
because our Savior lives, because he is risen. 
 
Because he is risen, all of his promises are true. He is keeping you; there is 
nothing that can separate you from the love of God in Christ; you will be 
sanctified; you will spend eternity with him. Let this resurrecting truth 
sink deep today. Let it shine abundant light into the dark corners. Let it 
calm your fears and give you the hope it delivers. Do not be afraid, the Jesus 
you seek is risen! 
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July 19  
The Hope of Generations 
 
“And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And there 
arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the 
work that he had done for Israel.” (Judges 2:10 ESV) 
 
The stories in Judges are fascinating. There are a faithful few in the land 
but each time they die the next generation goes off the rails. It is a book 
reflecting the desperate importance of caring for successive generations 
but it also points to the hope of Jesus that was to come. 
 
You see in Judges, the people place their hope too often in the leaders they 
have. Eventually we see them determined to have a king instead of 
prophets and judges — after all, surely a king will make us great! But over 
and over again they move their eyes off of God, their true king and run 
after themselves. In this running there is little hope of a lasting kingdom 
and salvation for the people. 
 
But in Jesus, we experience a kingdom that cannot be shaken. It is unlike 
earthly kingdoms in its purpose, its composure and its king. Gracious, 
benevolent, sacrificial, this king gives his own blood and breath to save his 
people. And it is a salvation that flows through all generations. He makes 
himself known to all he calls to himself. If one generation slips, he still 
claims those of the next that he has known from eternity. 
 
Let this truth of the unstoppable kingdom and King encourage you today. 
Share the truth of Jesus with someone in a younger generation, let them 
see that he is your hope. 
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July 20  
The Welcome of Christ 
 
“But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.” (Acts 7:55 ESV) 
 
The story of Stephen is an encouraging one. That a servant, someone 
picked to help care for widows, was so convinced of Christ that he could 
preach what is practically the longest sermon in the Book of Acts. 
 
He knows the redemptive story and when confronted by the crowd he 
gives them the hope he has. It is a hope that the crowd will reject and be so 
enraged that they stone Stephen. He is the first to die for his faith in the 
church age. Maybe death for your faith doesn’t seem encouraging, but 
certainly the purity of his faith is and what’s more, the welcome that Jesus 
gives him. 
 
Here is the King of the universe standing to welcome the faithful Stephen. 
Now this might not appear to be all that interesting but culturally it is 
confounding. Think of it this way — if you were going to visit the President 
of the United States, you would probably approach him or her with great 
deference. You would be the humble party. You would stand in there 
presence as a way to honor them. Now throw on layers of royal interaction 
in the first century and could you imagine the Roman Emperor honoring a 
poor servant when they entered the room? I can’t either. 
 
For Stephen though, the One so much more powerful and wise than the 
emperor stands at the throne of God. Standing to honor and welcome 
Stephen home. 
 
Within mere moments the first stones will be thrown that will take 
Stephen’s physical life but this image of Christ welcoming carries him 
through. This is the welcome gives to all he has called to himself. As co-
heirs with him, he stands to welcome you into the presence of God. 
 
Whatever you are facing today, you can know that this welcome of Christ 
is yours. And it is not only something to be experienced later — when you 
die. This is to be experienced now; the welcoming Savior also cares for you 
as you walk through your days. Be encouraged by this welcome. Be 
emboldened to live the adventure that he has set before you. 
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July 21  
Attractional 
 
“Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, and a great crowd followed, 
from Galilee and Judea and Jerusalem and Idumea and from beyond the 
Jordan and from around Tyre and Sidon. When the great crowd heard all 
that he was doing, they came to him.” (Mark 3:7–8 ESV) 
 
The real Jesus attracts people. Not with shiny lights or fog machine, but 
with his miraculous care for people. He preaches the coming of the 
kingdom, calling people to repentance and belief in him. And the crowds 
came. 
 
We know from the rest of the Gospels that the crowds wouldn’t stay the 
whole time. Many would leave when the teaching got too tough or hard to 
understand. But those that stayed found that only Jesus had the words of 
life and because of that they stuck around. 
 
In our day, in the church age, Jesus is still attractional. Now is primarily 
through our love for one another. This community of rag-tag people 
transformed by amazing grace and brought together on purpose. When the 
great crowds see this working out in life, they come to him. 
 
Perhaps Jesus will use us in great ways, to bring others to himself. Today, 
how can you tell of the miraculous works of Christ? How can you share the 
grace you have been given? How can you love other Christians well? Live 
that way, lean into Jesus and his finished work and pray that many will 
come to him. 
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July 22  
Great Calm 
 
“And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” 
And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.” (Mark 4:39 ESV) 
 
I don’t know about you today, but I could use some of this “great calm.” 
The unknowns of life, the difficult situations, the broken relationships and 
the pile of tasks that remain undone. It all leaves me undone! But Jesus 
promises and brings peace and we can see it in his command of the storm. 
 
The disciples and Jesus are heading to the other side of the lake and a storm 
rages filling the boat with water. The disciples do what any of us would, 
they go to their leader and freak out. He was asleep, catching some rest 
after a long day of ministry. They wake him up and he commands the 
storm to be still. Then the great calm. 
 
 
Jesus then asks his disciples why they were so afraid, wondering why they 
had so little faith. This is the One that can tell the wind and clouds how to 
behave and they do. Why would we be afraid? 
 
In our lives, the storms rage and we think we can’t find Jesus. We wonder if 
peace is something we are supposed to generate and ponder if God is asleep 
at the wheel. But he is not, he is fully engaged and providing his peace. 
Today, cry out to Jesus. Ask for the peace only he can give. Trust his 
purpose and rest in him. 
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July 23  
When the Spirit Falls 
 
“While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who 
heard the word.” (Acts 10:44 ESV) 
 
This is actually a pretty important event in the growth of the church. 
Gentiles for the first time are filled with the Holy Spirit as they hear of 
Christ and their hearts are regenerated. This really wasn’t just a bent of 
religion for the Jews, this was an expanded kingdom by, for and in Christ. 
And what a glorious event it was. 
 
For many of us, this work of the Spirit indicates that we too could be saved 
by Jesus. That we could be part of this kingdom. May we rejoice in this 
expansion! 
 
Beyond the expanding work of the Spirit, what is brilliantly encouraging is 
that the Spirit falls as the people hear the word. This word is the 
proclamation of Christ. We have this word as well, in Scripture, which all 
declares the goodness of Christ. But I wonder if we have lost some sense of 
the Spirit falling on us when we hear the word. 
 
Is our reading and study, our Sunday services just a going through the 
motions or are they a Spirit descending time of Christ glorification? I don’t 
know about you, but I want the Spirit to fall when the word is heard. 
Today, let us pray that the Spirit would meet us as we dive into the Word of 
the Lord, as Jesus is proclaimed in our churches. That we would be 
transformed and forever reminded of our beautiful union with Christ, by 
his work and the sealing work of the Spirit. 
 
Maybe even today as you hear the Word the Spirit will respond for your 
good and the glory of God. 
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July 24 
Never My Own Hand 
 
“The LORD said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to 
give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My 
own hand has saved me.’” (Judges 7:2 ESV) 
 
We love to reference the story of Gideon. His test God to prove his word. 
His victory over the Midianites. But all of it points to this message from the 
Lord. That Israel would trust in Yahweh for their deliverance, not their 
own ability. 
 
By sending an absurdly low number of men into batter and handing over 
the vast Midianite army, God proved his care and strength. He is the victor. 
 
This story points us to the reality of the gospel. A people incapable by their 
own hand to deliver themselves, to reconcile themselves to God are met 
with the provision that only the Lord can give. Himself. Jesus comes and 
lest we boast of our own worth or religiosity, he sacrifices himself on the 
cross for us. He is the victor. 
 
And in his victory we have his peace, kingdom and purpose. We are his and 
not even our own hand can keep us from him. Now all of life is living in 
that trust of our Savior to bring us to God and to sustain us to the end. 
 
Today, trust in Jesus. Know that your adoption is not secured or 
maintained by anything your hand can do. Rest in Jesus. Lean into Jesus 
and live. 
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July 25  
How Can We Not Tell 
 
“And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the 
more zealously they proclaimed it.” (Mark 7:36 ESV) 
 
When we read these words in the account of Jesus’ ministry we are kind of 
left chuckling. How can these people possibly not tell others about the best 
thing that has ever happened to them! 
 
Fast forward to our day. Whether or not we have received physical healing 
or not, we have received the ultimate of miracles, salvation in Christ. How 
can we not tell of this miracle? The gift of grace that we have been granted 
not by our potential or performance, but solely by the work of another. By 
the finished work of Christ. Jesus has called you his own, I dare you to keep 
that a secret. 
 
However we do struggle to share, don’t we? Perhaps it is because we don’t 
recognize the weight of this gift, the work of this miracle. Today, meditate 
on the abundance of grace you have been given in Jesus. Let the 
awesomeness of it stir you. Then run your mouth about it. I promise it is 
okay! 
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July 26  
The Message of the Church 
 
“Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and by him everyone who believes 
is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of 
Moses.” (Acts 13:38–39 ESV) 
 
Through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed that everyone who 
believes in him is free from the law. Free from the attempts at righting the 
ship. Free from shame and being “good enough.” Free from the opinion of 
man. Free from the slavery of sin. 
 
Freedom is the message of the church by the forgiveness we have in Christ. 
Take a moment and think about that. How many other messages have you 
heard as if they were the most important thing the church could say? Here 
the apostles are confronted with wrong teaching and the response is a 
sermon on the biblical redemptive story that culminates in Christ, in his 
work on the cross and his gracious forgiveness of wretched sinners. 
 
This is then our message and the thing that defines the Christian and the 
church. Forgiveness in Jesus. Freedom in Jesus. 
 
Today, whatever comes to you, whatever you find yourself in the midst of, 
know you are forgiven and free in Christ. You no longer have to keep a 
perfect record, one has been kept for you. You no longer have to be perfect, 
Jesus was perfect for you. Rest in this reality. In Jesus forgiveness and 
freedom. And live it out. Walk in freedom. Share the message of this grace. 
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July 27  
God at Hand 
 
“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God far away? Can a man 
hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. 
Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD.” (Jeremiah 23:23–24 
ESV) 
 
Lord, help us see and sense your nearness and your bigness, your power 
and authority. Help us rest in your sovereign care. 
 
This is God, through his prophet Jeremiah, calling false teachers to task for 
leading his people astray. And lest they think he is aloof or far off, he 
declares his closeness, his proximity. There is in fact nowhere to avoid him; 
we are always found out, seen by him and surround by his fullness. 
 
For us in Christ this is a game changer. We known this near, full God is for 
us. That he approves of us in Christ and he sings over us with gladness and 
a hop in his step. And he is at hand. He is present. He is with you. 
 
By the Spirit he is actually dwelling not only among us but in us. Think 
about that, you are never out of his reach and never able to hide from him. 
 
This is huge, because it means that today as you go through life, you are 
doing so near to God. Christ has brought you to God and there you remain 
come heck or high water. Cling to this truth. Live boldly because the 
declaration of the Lord is for your good. 
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July 28  
Free to be a Kid 
“Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a 
child shall not enter it.” (Mark 10:15 ESV) 
 
Have you ever read this exchange between Jesus and his followers and 
thought to yourself, or have someone else tell you, that he is defining the 
behavior it takes to be in the kingdom of God? Maybe I am alone in that, but 
I know I can read this and think the burden is on me to receive 
appropriately or I will miss out.  
 
But oh the freedom that is meant by receiving the kingdom of God like a 
child. Think of how kids receive gifts, how they approach presents on 
holidays. At least before they are tainted by the culture of merit and 
earning, they are exuberant and don’t for one second think of what they 
did to deserve the gift. They simply, purely rejoice in the gift. They 
clumsily rip open the wrapping to get to the gift… to go deeper, fully into 
it.  
 
Now I don’t want to over spiritualize how children receive gifts but man, I 
think Jesus is actually giving us tremendous hope in these words. He lashes 
out at those that prefer decorum or the right behavior and he says “let 
them come.”  
 
Do you hear him saying this to you today? Inviting you to come to him. 
Sure it might be sloppy and not what others expect but the gift is not about 
you, it is for you. Receive the kingdom of God, your entry into the family of 
God, with simplicity, joy and wonder.  
 
Today, know that you can come to Jesus as you are. There is no checklist 
you have to accomplish first. You are free to be a kid and run to Jesus. 
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July 29  
Faith in God 
 
“And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God.” (Mark 11:22 ESV) 
 
Jesus had cursed a fig tree and the disciples are amazed. To their wonder he 
says, have faith in God and you can move mountains. 
 
We usually focus on the mountains and prayer that comes from believing. 
These things are fine and since Jesus mentions them, appropriate to think 
upon. But the key to these things and the whole of the Christian life really, 
is having faith in God. 
 
Faith in the Creator of the universe. Faith in the gracious and loving Father. 
Faith in the One who sacrificed himself for you and gives you new life 
through his resurrection and union with Christ. And this faith is a gift just 
as the grace God gives us. 
 
We can then lean into Christ, his provision and his gifts of faith and grace. 
Today, ask for faith, that the Spirit would work it into our souls and that 
we would live full of this faith for God’s glory. 
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July 30  
All Given to Mankind 
 
“The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by 
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all 
mankind life and breath and everything.” (Acts 17:24–25 ESV) 
 
Paul is witnessing in the cultural hub of Athens. He is surrounded by the 
intellectuals, those that love intrigue and philosophy. He presents God to 
them… not a deity that serves them, or is motivated by their idolatry. 
 
No, this God is so completely other, unique, different and Lord of all, 
heaven and earth. He doesn’t live in even the beautiful structures we build 
but instead resides in heaven. But this God that is far above us gives life to 
us. Life, breath, and everything. 
 
We usually have lesser thoughts of God. He is a benevolent old man caring 
for those just good enough. Or a curmudgeon out to get us. The maker of 
the world, by grace giving man what we need. 
 
This is our hope today. God is not served by you but instead he stands high 
above all of life and pours out his grace and blessings upon us. Live for that 
today. Celebrate what Jesus have done for you and rest in the provision 
only God can give. 
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July 31  
Showing by the Scriptures 
 
“And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and 
wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped 
those who through grace had believed, for he powerfully refuted the Jews 
in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.” (Acts 
18:27–28 ESV) 
 
For those in ministry this is a great encouragement. Apollos was a fantastic 
speaker and he had a wonderful command of the Scriptures. But he didn’t 
fully understand the gospel, he got repentance and the coming Messiah but 
didn’t know of the cross and resurrection. He is lovingly taken aside and 
encouraged by a couple and shown the depth of the gospel. Then he turns 
on the preach and is powerfully used. 
 
But this story is not only for those in specific ministries, this is for all 
Christians and an encouragement to see Jesus in all of Scripture. 
 
Jesus tells his followers in Luke 24 that the whole of the Bible is about him, 
and Apollos preaches the gospel, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ 
was Jesus. This is what we are invited to. Scripture is not a moralistic list of 
does and don’ts, it is the revelation of our Savior and we can show others 
who he is and the grace he pours out, right from all of Scripture. 
 
Be encouraged today to read the Word and see Jesus on every page. Ask the 
Spirit to reveal to you how Christ is shown, declared or uncovered in all of 
Scripture and then tell someone else. 
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August 1 
Anguish for You 
 
“And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly 
distressed and troubled. And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, 
even to death. Remain here and watch.” (Mark 14:33–34 ESV) 
 
Jesus praying in the garden. A moment of cosmic anxiety. Take this cup 
Father… your will be done… 
 
I don’t think I ever truly understand the anguish, the distress, trouble and 
sorrowful soul unto death that Jesus experienced that night. Here he was 
approaching separation from the Father for the first time in eternity. All 
that he has known, all sacrificed for you. This is the truth we can’t miss in 
the telling of the story; Jesus took on the anguish for you. 
 
For those that believe in Christ and are united with him in faith; the 
suffering of the night in the garden and those hours on the cross were 
embraced in order to bring you to God. This is Jesus following the Father’s 
will and pouring out himself to deliver the grace we rejoice in today. 
 
As you go through your day, remember, you are the recipient of a gift 
secured in agony. And it was a gift Jesus gladly took on because he loves 
you. Rejoice, you will not face the same trouble, instead you will receive 
eternity with your King. 
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August 2  
Exiles Still 
 
“Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take 
wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give 
your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I 
have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its 
welfare you will find your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29:5–7 ESV) 
 
God’s message to his people stuck in exile is to thrive while there. Put down 
roots, build your families and seek the welfare of the city you are in. This is 
where you will find your purpose, in the way you benefit the city. 
 
Too often we view our neighborhoods and cities as simply as necessary 
piece of life — we have to be close to work, or afford a life in some place and 
this is where we are. But in reality, you are exactly where God has 
determined for you to be, and he wants you to do good while you are there.  
Now our exile is not a political one like Israel’s but in Christ, we are exiles in 
the midst of our cultures driven by the ways of the world. The answer is 
not to close ourselves off and start a commune, but instead work for the 
flourishing of our cities. 
 
Today you will have choices of engaging and supporting your local 
community. You can rightly see doing so as living in the purpose that God 
has called you. You have a Savior to share with the world and starting near 
you is the best strategy. Be encouraged to be where you are. Put down some 
roots and seek the welfare of those around you. You have been sent and 
Christ empowers you to live on purpose. Go for it! 
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August 3  
Until it is Accomplished 
 
“The fierce anger of the LORD will not turn back until he has executed and 
accomplished the intentions of his mind. In the latter days you will 
understand this.” (Jeremiah 30:24 ESV) 
 
Here we have some grave language director toward those not obedient to 
God in Israel. And it immediately precedes rejoicing and dancing, 
merrymaking because of the love of God for his people. 
 
This is a preview of the gospel for us. God’s wrath must be satisfied. We 
have earned this fierce anger by disregarding God, his law and his 
authority. And Jesus, God himself, comes and meets that wrath on our 
behalf. He substitutes himself in our place taking on the burden we could 
never bear. And it was a full and complete satisfaction. His anger executed, 
accomplishing the intentions of his mind. 
 
Jesus took it on, for you. Mourning has turned to joy and we, now in the 
latter days, understand this. Let these words remind you of the 
accomplishment of the cross of Christ. That there he stood in your spot 
fully extinguishing every ounce of wrath stored up for your sin, past, 
present and future. 
 
Today you stand justified in Christ. Made holy in him, beyond the anger of 
God. His joy is yours for the taking. Grab hold! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 223	

August 4  
In the Word to be Certain 
 
“that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.” 
(Luke 1:4 ESV) 
 
Luke has worked to compile a narrative of Christianity. What took place in 
the life of Christ and the ministry of the church. He is like the historian of 
the church’s birth. But it is not mere history he is bringing together and 
simply having a record of events is not his goal. Luke has written what he 
has under the influence and power of the Holy Spirit to ensure believers 
would have “certainty concerning the things” they have been taught of 
Jesus and his gospel. 
 
This is the point of the Word, of the Bible, that we would have an 
increasing sense of certainty about the glories its declares. That we would 
see the grave human condition, running after self and disregarding God; 
that we would see the Savior that has come to be our substitute on the 
cross and to give us new life in his resurrection; to see how the church is to 
function and what of Christ it is we proclaim in our day. 
 
So that is why we approach it, why we endeavor to be in it. To be certain of 
the things we have been taught. To know for ourselves. To have the Spirit 
illumine these truths in our hearts. 
 
Today as you read Scripture, ask God for this help. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
reveal Christ more and more to increase your certainty in him as your 
Savior and king of the universe. Then read deeply of the news of God’s 
grace for you. Rejoice when it warms your heart, seek Jesus when it seems 
bleak and be made steadfast as you look to him in his Word. 
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August 5  
Good News Ends Fear 
 
“And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people.” (Luke 2:10 ESV) 
 
I imagine life would be a little easier if we had an angel in their entire 
splendor telling us to fear not. But it really is the arrival this angel heralded 
that is the end of fear. Jesus has come, he works reconciliation and security 
for those that believe in him, and all kinds of people can get in on it. 
 
Do you know today why the good news of Jesus is the end of fear? Because 
he took your place and has given you purpose and permanence in his 
kingdom. Nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ. All is 
handled, you are covered and he has given you his Spirit to comfort and 
empower you in the days that remain before his return. 
 
Today be reminded of the good news of Jesus; of your identity in him and 
fear not, this good news is for you. 
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August 6  
What Was Promised is Better 
 
“John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is 
mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Luke 3:16 ESV) 
 
John has the ministry of preparing the way for the Messiah. To preach 
repentance to the people that they might be prepared to recognize their 
need for a Savior. And what a Savior it would be. 
 
Where the crowd hopes not to wait, they wonder if John is the Messiah, the 
promised One, the Baptizer tells them that they haven’t seen anything yet. 
The anointed One is mightier and will baptize his people with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 
 
The One to come is Jesus and he brings the forgiveness to the repentance 
and the Spirit is the power to live in light of this Savior King. If you believe 
in him, his might is on your side, his Spirit and fire are yours. We can rest 
easy knowing Jesus, the promised One, is better. Better than anything we 
could imagine. 
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August 7  
Living Under the King 
 
“In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes.” (Judges 21:25 ESV) 
 
This refrain appears throughout the story of Judges. There was no leader 
and the people go off the rails. They determine their own moral compass, 
they follow their flesh and it is always into dangerous territory when they 
do so. 
 
Israel’s story is not all that different from our own, apart from Christ. We 
live as the culture tells us is right. We do what is right according to our 
eyes. We scandalize. We turn inward. We lose it. 
 
But something amazing happens. The King has come. Once for all, Jesus 
reigns and by believing in him we are living under his rule, his authority, 
his protection and provision. This is gloriously good news. Now we know 
how to live, and when we misstep, this King steadies our feet and tells us 
we are safe in him. 
 
Today, look to the King. See Jesus, live well and lean into him. He is for you, 
he has you and he will reign forever. 
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August 8  
We Can Stand Because Jesus Stood For Us 
 
“And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by 
God to our fathers,” (Acts 26:6 ESV) 
 
Paul is before King Agrippa as the Jewish rulers of the day and he will 
convey his conversion, Christ’s claim on his life and how he can’t back 
down from sharing the gospel with all that will listen. He stands there on 
trial because God made a promise long ago to redeem his people and bless 
the world through them. 
 
Jesus was that promise and he equips his people, Paul and even us today, to 
stand and give an account of him because he stood for us. He took on the 
cross that we might be reconciled to God. He suffered under the weight of 
our sin so that he could call us his own. 
 
We stand now forgiven, reconciled, redeemed and purposed to bring him 
glory. Nothing can stand in our way and nothing can quiet our voices 
when we remember how Jesus stood for us. 
 
He still stands today, petitioning the Father for us, praying for us, 
comforting us by the Spirit and giving us opportunities to stand for him. 
Today, go for it. You can stand because he stood for you. 
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August 9  
Doing Good, Even to Haters 
 
“And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.” (Luke 6:31 
ESV) 
 
Every now and again I think I would give better advice than Jesus. I mean, 
here he is telling his followers to love their enemies and do to others as we 
would have them do to us. The golden rule. Boy that is rich! Can’t we just 
use people and and pour hot oil on our enemies? Can’t we just have victory 
as we define it and not be as the culture would see us, doormats. 
 
But Jesus actually has the better way and he empowers us to live in it. In 
fact, he became the cosmic doormat so that you could love with an 
uncommon love. So that you could see the image your haters bear and be 
gracious to them. So that you could treat other how you wish to be treated. 
With courtesy, kindness and care. 
 
It seems a hefty burden — to even remember that I can treat people 
different — but in light of the gospel; that Jesus took on the cross for you, 
you are now free to live the golden rule. Today be reminded as you read the 
Word of the call to live different, to live out the love you have received in 
Christ. And be reminded again of Jesus’ unwavering goodness toward you, 
his love for you and his power to love the haters. 
 
Let this goodness fill you that some of it might spill out on others today, for 
Christ’s glory! 
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August 10  
Who Does he Think He Is?! 
 
“Then those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, 
“Who is this, who even forgives sins?” (Luke 7:49 ESV) 
 
The truth of Christ is utterly confounding to so many. It just doesn’t make 
any sense that God himself would come among the brokenness of this 
earth and live in the muck and mire. Then in perfection he would take on 
punishment his life would never warrant but ours would. That he would 
claim us, those without much to offer, to be his children. 
 
This is exactly what Jesus came to accomplish and along the way he healed 
the sick and forgave sins. The religious leaders of the day would question 
it, and I can’t blame them, only the One with authority to forgive sins can 
do so. He is acting like God… 
 
And that is the glorious reality we are supposed to catch in this dinner 
exchange in Luke 7. Jesus is God, with the authority to forgive sins, to heal 
the sick and mend the lame and make whole again what was corrupted 
when sin entered the globe. 
 
Today, this is whom you follow. The sin forgiving, self-sacrificing Creator 
and Savior of the world. He chose you, he died in your place and he gives 
you real, worthwhile life in him. Rest in his authority and care as you go 
through the day. Know that he is in control. Know that he has forgiven you 
by his cross. Know that he has a purpose and path for you. Know that he is 
for you. 
 
Live fully in this awareness of the One who can forgive sins, Jesus. 
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August 11  
The Spiritual Gift in Community 
 
“For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to 
strengthen you — that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each 
other’s faith, both yours and mine.” (Romans 1:11–12 ESV) 
 
There is no throw away in Paul’s introduction to the letter to the Roman 
church. Here we have a nugget of truth, in Paul’s expectation, that 
resonates in our community still today. The preaching of the gospel is the 
imparting of a spiritual gift that strengthens believers. He is eager to come 
to them to do ministry so he can join in on the mutual gospel 
encouragement. 
 
This is what we in the church exist for — to proclaim the gospel to one 
another and to the world, that we would be strengthened by it. I don’t 
always see Christian community in this light, but I desire to do so just like 
Paul, and maybe you do to. 
 
The power of God, the richness, fullness, and righteousness of God is 
conveyed and delivered in the gospel for all those who believe. This is why 
it is our well of refreshment and vitality that we go back to over and over 
again. It is our lives of purpose and resolve, this message of grace to those 
that could never earn it. 
 
Today, seek out people you can encourage with the gospel. Seek out those 
that can encourage you in the same way and receive the spiritual gift that 
will strengthen you for all that will come your way. 
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August 12  
Those Close Move Out 
 
“And they departed and went through the villages, preaching the gospel 
and healing everywhere.” (Luke 9:6 ESV) 
 
Jesus has given authority to his disciples as he sent them to preach in 
nearby villages. It was training perhaps for what would be a life of 
proclaiming the kingdom to those in need of a Savior. But I wonder if this 
just started a trend for all of those that are close to Jesus. 
 
It seems that the closer to Jesus the character in Scripture is, they more 
vigorously take the message of the gospel to the world. Certainly the 
Apostles, then the early Church Fathers, the heroes of the faith but even us 
as we have an increasingly deep relationship with Christ. That is actually 
the point of closeness with Jesus, to tell other about him. To invite the 
stranger into relationship with him. 
 
He gives us the greatest message, that of redemption through his cross and 
he still empowers us, with opportunity, ability and even uses us to work 
the miraculous, that people would believe in him. 
 
Today, move a little closer to Jesus. Remember what he has done for you 
and tell someone about it. Take his message of forgiveness and hope 
everywhere! 
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August 13  
Known and Revealed 
 
“Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had 
not yet been revealed to him.” (1 Samuel 3:7 ESV) 
 
Samuel was chosen to be the prophet that would judge and lead God’s 
people, Israel. He would be used by God to select Saul, the first king and 
then David, the truer king. But it took time for this purpose to play out, for 
Samuel to hear his call and to meet God. 
 
God’s plan was not thwarted and Samuel does take his place of influence. 
He plays a role in laying the foundation for a soon coming king that would 
reign forever. But in chapter three he did not yet know the Lord. 
 
I think this account of Samuel can encourage us in two ways today. First, 
there are many that have been claimed by Christ that are meant for 
relationship with him that are yet to know him. This is encouraging 
because there is opportunity to share the goodness of Jesus and his grace 
with everyone that has a pulse. God knows, maybe we are the instruments 
he has determined to reveal himself through. So be encouraged, that image 
bearer near you may be purposed for relationship and eternity with Jesus. 
 
The second piece of encouragement is for you personally. In Christ you 
know the Lord, and he has been fully revealed to you through his Word. 
There is no mysterious voices in the night you need to wait for. At this very 
moment you are united with Christ in faith, living in the purpose he has 
given you and free to follow him. 
 
This is the grand adventure of life and he has invited you into the writing. 
Breathe deep today. Run after wonder and cherish being known fully by 
God and still loved with a celebratory love because you are in Christ. 
 
This is all really good news. I dare you to tell someone today! 
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August 14  
Not for His Sake Alone 
 
“But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 
but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised 
from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and 
raised for our justification.” (Romans 4:23–25 ESV) 
 
Righteousness is by faith. Faith is counted as righteousness for Abraham, 
as he followed the Lord and his plan. But Abraham’s story is not just for 
Abraham. This is a story for you. Because in the same way, for those that 
believe in Jesus, his death and resurrection, it would be counted to us as 
righteousness. Our justification is set in faith. 
 
In Christ your sin is covered. He was delivered over for it. In Christ you are 
made right before God, you are reconciled to the Creator. He was raised for 
you. This truth changes everything. The attempts at earning are over; the 
resting in Christ’s finished work is ongoing. 
 
The law is no longer our master and we are free to live in response to the 
grace we have been given when faith was counted to us as righteousness. 
Let it lighten your step today. This counting of faith is for your greatest 
benefit and God’s greatest glory. Rejoice! 
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August 15  
You Matter, You Have Worth 
 
“Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of 
more value than many sparrows.” (Luke 12:7 ESV) 
 
So many voices in our culture tell us we don’t matter if we don’t have just 
the right mixture of success and ability. We don’t matter if we don’t 
conform to a pattern set by society. But nothing could be further from the 
truth. 
 
Our worth is not sourced or maintained in anything we do or feel about 
ourselves; or what other think of us. Our worth is sourced in God’s 
unwavering care for us. The sovereign that knows of the sparrows has 
placed on you a higher value. In Christ, for those that believe in Jesus, this 
value is through the roof as you are a co-heir with Jesus and a permanent 
child of God. 
 
This is big news. It is like winning the lottery but only a million times 
better. For all of eternity you are claimed, kept, equipped and empowered 
to live in relationship with God. It is value he gives you and it is great. 
 
Today, know you matter. God cares for you so much that he sent Jesus to be 
a substitute in your place, to give you eternal worth and redemption. Let 
this truth sink in today, live in thankfulness and have some fun. 
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August 16  
The Surprise of the Kingdom 
 
“And again he said, “To what shall I compare the kingdom of God? It is like 
leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, until it was 
all leavened.” (Luke 13:20–21 ESV) 
 
How else can Jesus describe the kingdom of God? How about a kingdom 
that comes on you like a surprise! Hidden leaven that unwatched gets all 
the dough to rise. A mystery, but a far-reaching one. 
 
This is the kingdom we are part of as believers in Jesus. A kingdom that 
keeps expanding, even when the culture says it shouldn’t. New lives freed 
in Christ. New purpose. New identity. And it is an infiltrating kingdom 
that spreads and will until Jesus returns to reign forever. 
 
How is this to encourage you today? Know that you are part of something 
unstoppable and rising. There are others who will hear of Jesus and come 
to faith in him, spreading the kingdom to further reaches and bring light to 
dark places. 
 
You also have a role in this kingdom, to bring glory to our king. You do this 
by living in response to his grace, and for more of him not the trappings of 
the world. 
 
Today, live well. Know you are part of the kingdom that will take many by 
surprise. Celebrate what Jesus has done for you and share it with others. 
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August 17  
Trusting in His Care 
 
“Fear not, O Jacob my servant, declares the LORD, for I am with you. I will 
make a full end of all the nations to which I have driven you, but of you I 
will not make a full end. I will discipline you in just measure, and I will by 
no means leave you unpunished.” (Jeremiah 46:28 ESV) 
 
Exile is not ideal. It never has been the preferred way of life, but it was 
what God had placed Israel into, it was what he was allowing them to 
experience in order to work his redemptive plan, to move the needle all the 
more. It is even in exile though that God speaks making clear he is with his 
people and he will keep them. Discipline yes, but keep them. 
 
This is an amazing grace for the rebellious kingdom that has lost trust in its 
own kings. The people that have put aside the words and wisdom of God 
instead living after self. 
 
There is something to this exile, to what it points to. What comes is an end 
to exile but the beginning of occupation and everything seems so off base 
and not at all what was promised. But it is working just as it was meant. 
The Messiah comes to redeem his people, to open the kingdom to all who 
believe in him. He is not what “Jacob” expected but he is the One who keeps 
them. Despite all of the optics and unrealized visions of what was supposed 
to happen, the call remains to trust in his care. Fear not. 
 
This is now our experience in Christ — only liberated from captivity and 
occupation and forever kept in his kingdom, a covenant kingdom forged by 
his blood. All other nations will fall. All other hopes and idols will be 
revealed as false and not enough. But he will keep his people. No matter 
what comes, he will keep us. 
 
Today, whether you feel like you are experiencing exile (which we are as 
we wait for Christ’s return) or you can no longer abide the occupying force, 
remember that Jesus has you and has promised to keep, secure and flourish 
you. Trust in his care, rejoice in him, rest in his finished kingdom work! 
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August 18  
Help in Weakness 
 
“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words.” (Romans 8:26 ESV) 
 
The Spiritualized life of the believers is like a diamond with facet after facet 
to discover. Here is a wonderful discovery — the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness! 
 
Some days we can feel pretty confident, secure even in our own strength. 
But many other days we get a real dose of life and realize just how weak we 
are. How we need help just to get through. At least this is my experience.  
 
What a gift it is to know that we have help in our weakness. When we don’t 
know how to achieve, when we don’t know how to pray, the Spirit works, 
interceding for us beyond the words we can drum up. This is huge. 
 
We have help, and not just of another weakling, no we have the help from 
the God of the universe. His Spirit dwells in us and helps us. 
 
What are you facing today? Where is your weakness real? Know that the 
Spirit is your helper. He helps you pray, he gives you what you need in this 
very moment. Rest in that help. Ask for more of it. And live knowing you 
are cared for, loved and kept for eternity in Christ. 
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August 19  
Belief Beyond Shame 
 
“as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
(Romans 9:33 ESV) 
 
God’s sovereign decision on who shall be part of the kingdom remains a 
mystery for his glory. We know we bring nothing to our salvation, no 
worth of our own or creativity that God hopes to tap into. We come broken, 
sinful and in need of a Savior. For those perishing the message of the cross 
is a stumbling block, something they can’t get over. But for those in Christ, 
it is the power of God. 
 
Whoever believes in him will not be put to shame. Shame is covered at the 
cross. There is no longer condemnation for those who believe in Jesus and 
there is no shame, for past sins or for believing and following what the 
world calls offensive folly. 
 
Today your belief has moved you beyond shame. You are free to live 
uninhibited by what once encumbered you. Feel the warmth of this gift of 
Christ as you take each step in following him today. 
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August 20  
When We Won’t Look Back 
 
“On that day, let the one who is on the housetop, with his goods in the 
house, not come down to take them away, and likewise let the one who is 
in the field not turn back.” (Luke 17:31 ESV) 
 
The crowds always wanted to know what to expect, what the day of the 
Lord would be like. When the Messiah would put his exclamation point on 
history. Perhaps it was so they could be ready, or know the right time to 
pursue one experience over the other like a bucket list being checked off. 
 
Jesus didn’t give them all that much to go on but from his words we know 
it will be unexpected, quick and eventually glorious. It will actually be so 
amazing, the drawing of his people together for eternity, that we won’t 
have need of looking back. 
 
They are many things that we are fond of in our lives, but even the best 
among them will pale in comparison to the glory that awaits those that 
believe in Jesus. There is nothing we can take with us worth what we gain, 
there will be no reason to desire to go back to what was. All will be made 
right and there will be no sin or hurt or loneliness. 
 
This will be a glorious day, when it comes. Until then, think of it with hope 
and look forward to it. When we see the full majesty of Christ, there will be 
no looking back! 
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August 21  
It Really Is By Grace 
 
“But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace 
would no longer be grace.” (Romans 11:6 ESV) 
 
God has a plan for his people and even a remnant of Israel will be saved —
 but they will be saved by grace, not by works of their own. This is the 
grand redemptive theme of the Bible, that it is accomplished by grace and 
never works. Simply put, if it is by works, grace wouldn’t be grace. 
 
We know that but we still live as if works, our ability, our value, our 
references is what actually saves us. The glorious news you need to hear 
today is that it is all by grace. Your salvation and your transformation in 
life are sourced in grace alone. By the work of Jesus you have relationship 
with him. Be free of the burden of trying to live up to something or pay 
back what you could never earn. 
 
It really is by grace that you have been saved. Rest easy. Thank God. Go and 
tell someone how he or she can get in on this grace too. 
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August 22  
It Ends With Authority 
 
“and say, ‘Thus shall Babylon sink, to rise no more, because of the disaster 
that I am bringing upon her, and they shall become exhausted.’” Thus far 
are the words of Jeremiah.” (Jeremiah 51:64 ESV) 
 
The prophecy of Jeremiah ends with God’s authority over all nations and 
specifically with his bringing an end to Babylon, the warring nation 
opposed to Judah. He does have this authority. He does have this power. 
Let’s not be quick to forget it and in this knowledge be all the more 
thankful for the mercy he poured out on the cross. 
 
Jesus came for the opposition, for those who deserved exhausting 
destruction. He came to give an eternal beginning to those that should 
have been sunk. This is me. This is you. In Christ we have been saved from 
the destruction we earned and instead have been made heirs with Jesus. 
What is his is ours and what is ours is his. When we see it rightly we find 
freedom. 
 
We can live different, responding to God because we have been reconciled 
to him. We can have hope knowing we are forever secure in Christ. We can 
tell other people about this God because he really is merciful and loving, a 
good father. 
 
Today know your verdict has been changed. You are free and have full life 
in Christ. Live it out and rejoice. 
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August 23  
Put It On 
 
“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires.” (Romans 13:14 ESV) 
 
You will face all kinds of nasty today. There will be hard conversations, 
temptations around every corner and a loud chorus of the world screaming 
that you should want what you don’t need. 
 
You will have many choices that will show you more than anyone else, just 
how much you believe of the grace you have been given. The fantastic 
news is that no matter how you choose, you are still Christ’s if you believe 
in him. You are secure in him and can rest in that safety to live well. 
 
You also put on Jesus, you wear his righteousness. You put it on every day, 
remind yourself of it and in that reminder make no provision for the flesh. 
Set aside the temptations, the nasty that comes your way. Put it on, the 
grace that Jesus gives you and wear it well today. 
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August 24  
Straighten Up & Raise Your Heads 
 
“Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:28 ESV) 
 
Oh the glorious return of Jesus. We can waste far too much time 
speculating when it will happen and exactly what will take place, but the 
point we can’t miss is that Jesus returns for his church, for final 
redemption. At this arrival we can change our posture and look up with 
confidence because what was promised has come. 
 
The gospel reality is that we don’t have to wait for this straightening and 
head raising — we can do that now because of what has already been 
delivered to us in Christ. Our redemption secured on the cross of calvary. 
The Son of Man that has given us new life through his resurrection and 
empowerment by the gift of the Holy Spirit. Forgiveness from sin, new 
purpose and a new identity in Christ. At these truths we can have that 
same confidence as that final moment because the king has delivered both 
of them. 
 
Today, remind yourself of your redemption in Christ. Let it change your 
posture and raise you head. Jesus is for you and he is returning to claim 
those that are his. 
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August 25  
Where Are The Heroes 
 
“This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you 
down and cut off your head. And I will give the dead bodies of the host of 
the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the 
earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel,” (1 Samuel 
17:46 ESV) 
 
Maybe this is the most known story of the Bible — David slaying the giant 
Goliath, the simple boy taking on a war machine. It is probably popular, 
told and retold, because we love our heroes, especially the ones that seem 
to beat the odds that come out of nowhere and save the Dave. This is what 
David is for the people of this appointed nation and he won his battle so all 
the world would know that there is a God in Israel. 
 
It really is a brilliant story, the shepherd, who has bee anointed and chosen 
to be king one day, ends the battle the weak and fearful could not 
accomplish. And he does it all from a place of complete trust in God’s 
sovereign hand. 
 
Of course David is not meant to be the hero forever — in spite of our 
attempts to live like him and make him more than he was — there is 
another David points to that is our forever hero. Jesus takes on the giant of 
sin and death, Satan’s schemes, and the unlikely champion wins the battle 
by losing his life. Through his sacrifice for you, redemption is found, the 
script has been flipped and tomorrow looks brighter! 
 
Think about this hero today. Of the victory he has won for you. With 
knowing hope look forward to what he has set before you and live in 
complete trust of his sovereign hand. 
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August 26  
The Day is Coming 
 
“The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” (Romans 16:20 ESV) 
 
These are perfect parting words for a letter to the church. Hold on. The God 
of all comfort, your peace, will soon obliterate the enemy. Have grace! 
 
We face really trouble in our lives, hurts, difficult situations, sinful choices 
and a conspiring enemy, Satan. The devil cast out of heaven for his pride 
and disobedience hoping to stop the purposes of God and separate as many 
people from their Creator as possible. But he has failed. In a display of 
profound power and divine brilliance, Jesus comes and lives a humble, 
obedient life. He refuses the temptations to sin and innocently is sent to a 
cross where he will bears the burdens of the guilty. But a tomb did not hold 
him and the finished work of the cross burst forth in resurrection life. 
 
Now he reigns forever waiting for a final moment of redemption when this 
enemy will be finally and completely dealt with. It is a moment we can look 
forward to. The struggles of this life will be over; the plotting of the accuser 
will end. Only grace gets us there and only grace gives us eyes to see this 
future hope. 
 
Today, tap into that future hope. Be reminded that the Lord will work 
through you by his grace to crush Satan under your feet. Victory has come 
and victory is finally coming. Lean into Jesus and live with eyes toward 
that day. 
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August 27  
News That Forever Changed Existence 
 
“And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went 
in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.” (Luke 24:2–3 ESV) 
 
The promised, anointed One, the teacher that had drawn crowds. The 
healer who had set captives of disease, sin and the devil free. The One who 
claimed “I AM” status and authority. Dead by the hand of an oppressor. 
Killed by occupiers in order to satiate a bloodthirsty population. What 
now? How can this be? 
 
We can imagine the emotions of the days after the crucifixion of Jesus. All 
the hoped for political upheaval seemed thwarted. Confusion. Sadness at 
the loss of a friend and leader. An inability to remember what he had said 
of his own death. Then the news comes. It is news that will change 
everything; the lives of billions of people, the cosmic order of things. Jesus 
was no longer dead — he was raised. 
 
We still have a hard time, when we think deeply about it, believing that a 
being, fully man, can die and yet rise from the tomb. Maybe it is because we 
don’t have a lot of personal experience with resurrections or maybe it is 
simply too miraculous of an event. But it is true. Personal witnesses in the 
hundreds and a whole history of civilization turned upside down in the 
wake of this resurrection. And its truth is the glorious hope we have as 
believers in Christ. 
 
He really defeated death. His cross really was a finished work producing 
forgiveness for all who believe. The tomb really was empty. And because it 
was empty we have hope. We know that our faith is counted as 
righteousness. We know that we have eternity with this risen King, 
secured by his blood. We know that he controls all things and is steering it 
all toward his greatest glory and our greatest good. 
 
This is our ammo for living today. We can live well, with hope and grace 
for others, all because Jesus was not in that tomb that morning long ago. 
Because what he said of himself was true and what he says about you is 
true. Remember the resurrection today; let it fuel you to life and worship of 
this risen Jesus. 
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August 28  
Simple Words of Power 
 
“And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my 
speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest 
in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:3–5 ESV) 
 
We can be silly sometimes in the church. We rally around funny ideas and 
new schemes for life. We seem to identity more based on brand loyalty 
more than anything else. But what we are meant for is simple and 
powerful. It is the gospel, Christ’s death and resurrection. 
 
We don’t need to fancy it up. We don’t need to reimagine it or give it better 
branding. We just need it. Preached, remembered, meditated upon. Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. And the grand implications of that truth.  
 
Forgiveness. Being made righteous before God. Adoption into his family as 
a child of God. Transformation to be more like Jesus. Help from the Spirit 
who dwells in us. Freedom. Eternity. Hope and coming glory. There is 
power in these simple words. 
 
Today, remember Christ and him crucified. That he died for you to claim 
you as his own. That he covers you in his righteousness. That he has given 
you a new identity. That he has secured you, keeping you safe, forever. Use 
simple words to speak this truth to yourself and others so we don’t fall into 
the trap of trusting in the new schemes of man but in the power of God. 
Because real power is source in this cross and this Savior. 
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August 29  
Likeness and Glory 
 
“Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of rain, so 
was the appearance of the brightness all around. Such was the appearance 
of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face, 
and I heard the voice of one speaking.” (Ezekiel 1:28 ESV) 
 
Ezekiel’s prophecy gives us a wonderful glimpse into the magnitude and 
brilliance of God. He uses the best words he can to describe what he sees, 
things that were like something, not the same but similar in shape, style or 
description. And it is a lot to take in. Especially for us in a day when the 
image is vital, we see in living color not only likenesses but full spectrum, 
millions of pixels, high definition clear images. But none of these will make 
us respond the way real glory will. 
 
Ezekiel fell on his face at what he saw. He was humbled by the shear 
magnitude and splendor before him. We would fall on our face too. In that 
moment before the throne, before the glorious One. 
 
Here is the nugget for today. That holy One humbled himself to rescue you. 
He set aside the splendor for rags and took on a death we deserved. His 
glory revealed on a bloody cross and a brilliantly empty tomb. And because 
of this work of Christ for you — as you believe in him — you are welcomed 
into the throne room that Ezekiel describes. You will stand in that presence 
blameless, righteous, a Child of God. 
 
Today as you encounter the thousands of images that will surely come 
your way, think upon the cross, think upon Jesus’ rescue and purpose for 
your life. Then live free knowing you stand near the throne of grace. 
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August 30  
Flip Your Lid Good News 
 
“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.” (John 
3:14–15 ESV) 
 
It starts with what we might rightly see as bad news. Something bad has 
happened. Corruption is rife. We are broken from the foundation of 
humanity… or at least a few days after. A sacrifice needs to be lifted up. 
Even the opportunity for a sacrifice is a grace.  
 
God doesn’t rest waiting for us to figure the sacrifice on our own. In fact he 
comes as the sacrifice. This is Jesus describing being hung on the cross —
 lifted up for man to look upon. He is the sacrifice. The perfect, once-for-all 
sacrifice. Then the flip your lid good news, whoever believes in him has 
eternal life because of that lifting up.  
 
Because of the cross of Christ, those that believe in him have eternal life. 
The son sent because God so loved the world. Today, if you believe in Jesus, 
you are safe. Eternal life with him is yours. You have the love that never 
leaves and can never be tarnished or given up. Let it put a smile on your 
soul and your face, take on what lies before you and rejoice in the grace you 
have been given in Christ.  
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August 31 
If Only We Knew 
 
“Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would 
have given you living water.” (John 4:10 ESV) 
 
There are so many dynamics in this story that preachers could go on for 
weeks about the intricacies and the astounding conversation Jesus has 
with this woman. But I am struck by how this is more like my life that I 
sometimes let on. 
 
If I only knew what I really had in knowing and believing in Jesus. How 
often I miss his declarative work for me and how deeply the ramifications 
of it go. His grace and gift of the Spirit to us are truly living water. Mean to 
invigorate and refresh. Do you ever miss it too? If only we knew the gift of 
God… 
 
Today let’s endeavor together to know. Ask Jesus for the living water that 
only he can give and then find the adventure he has set before you. The 
people you are to love, the truths you are to declare and the joy you are 
meant to have in him. 
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September 1  
Be Reminded 
 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed 
from death to life.” (John 5:24 ESV) 
 
I can be a forgetful person. Something can be life defining and meant to 
enrapture all of who I am, yet I can forget it tomorrow. So here we are with 
a sweet reminded. Maybe it was yesterday, or the day before — but we 
heard, as often we should, the good news that those whom believe in Jesus 
have eternal life. Condemnation is gone, only life remains. This is better 
news than a winning lottery ticket or a slice of your favorite pie. You, in 
Christ, have passed from death to life. 
 
Shazam! Be reminded today of the amazing gift of eternal life in and with 
Jesus. Because of his cross, the forgiveness and righteousness granted to 
you when he cried out, “it is finished,” you are set forever. No more 
earning, no more unattainable standard. Just reward; transformation of 
life and the hope of this outpouring of future grace. 
 
Let this reminder sink deep today. Let it be on the front of your mind each 
hour and maybe take some time to remind someone else! 
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September 2  
Saved from Disobedience 
 
“I will send famine and wild beasts against you, and they will rob you of 
your children. Pestilence and blood shall pass through you, and I will bring 
the sword upon you. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” (Ezekiel 5:17 ESV) 
 
Be blessed, be obedient. It seems like an easy equation but one the people of 
the tribes of Israel couldn’t maintain. And if we are honest, we couldn’t 
either. The other end of disobedience is wrath. It is what comes with eating 
from the forbidden tree and every other sinful decision since. This is the 
voice proclaiming trouble in Ezekiel 5. But there is also hope here. There 
was One to come that would save them from their disobedience. And we 
know his name. 
 
For those that believe in Jesus there is no more condemnation, no more 
wrath for disobedience, because his perfect obedience is counted as ours. 
His righteousness is our robe and joy. We have no fear of hearing this voice 
describing wrath to come because there is none in Christ. 
 
Today you might face someone who claims you need to live in fear or be 
always looking over your shoulder. Don’t believe them for a second. Look 
to Christ, trust in his finished work and flourish wearing his 
righteousness. 
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September 3  
Fewer Words to Cherish 
 
“But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.” (1 Corinthians 8:3 ESV) 
 
Rejoice friends. If you love God, you are known by God. You are revealed 
before him, fully known and fully accepted in Christ. This is glorious news 
for those that believe in Jesus and it should be news that we celebrate as 
often as we remember it! 
 
In life there are fewer words to cherish, to be known by God. To be covered 
by the work of Christ on the cross for us and clothed in his righteousness. 
Now able to be presented before the throne of God blameless and without 
blemish. Nothing to earn, only a gift to live in response to. 
 
As you go through your day there may be any number of suggestions that 
you are not known, or at least not fully known like these words from First 
Corinthians claims. Or maybe there will be voices telling you that you 
aren’t worth knowing. You are too messed up. But even among these voices 
and suggestions, have joy, God knows you and loves you in Jesus. And 
nothing, not past value or perceived future value of you or the things you 
have done or will do increase or decrease that love. It is all yours; you are all 
God’s. 
 
Rest in that. 
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September 4  
Free of Charge 
 
“What then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present the gospel 
free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel.” (1 
Corinthians 9:18 ESV) 
 
It is more blessed to give than receive. This really is true but all the more 
joyous when what we give has the power of God for salvation! That is what 
Paul saw as his reward — preaching the gospel free of charge to broken and 
needy people (like you and me) — now money or material could match it. 
 
We too can revel in this reward when we share the gospel with ourselves 
and others. The steady reminder that the good news of Jesus is that 
redemption is free, there is nothing to buy into or sell yourself to, it is free 
gift to be received. And what amazing news it is, to be a Child of God and 
free from the bondage of sin and death — once for all. To live in grace over 
and above fear of falling short. To know you are as secure as Jesus is. 
 
Today why not cash in some of your reward, like Paul, and share this free 
of charge good news of believing in Jesus. The gift is in the power to 
transform that is the gospel! 
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September 5  
Seeing for the First Time 
 
“Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see 
may see, and those who see may become blind.” (John 9:39 ESV) 
 
Jesus doesn’t have a lot of time for those that already have life figured out. 
The type that don’t need anyone’s help and believe themselves to be just 
fine the way they are. The ones that think they have vision but are 
deceived by rose colored glasses. But he came to give real sight to those 
blind in their sin and need. Because those that are blind know they can’t 
see, they know they need help. 
 
This is us. Maybe we had some level of confidence, convincing ourselves 
we could see but it turns out we were blind. At believing in Jesus we are 
given Spiritual sight, new eyes to see our Savior and the world in light of 
him. He is the judge and when he lets us see, we are safe from 
condemnation. 
 
When we truly understand the magnitude and freeing gift of the gospel it 
is like seeing for the first time. Things may be brighter and even painful to 
look at, but eventually we have eyes to see the beauty that surrounds us, 
the reality of our need for God and the wonderful situation we inherit in 
Christ. 
 
Today open the eyes that Jesus has given you. Be comforted by what you 
see; forgiveness, freedom and a purpose in him. Rejoice that he is your light 
and vision! 
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September 6  
Being a Sheep 
 
“I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and 
out and find pasture.” (John 10:9 ESV) 
 
I have never been a sheep. I have never even played a sheep in a children’s 
musical. I have just always been human; and I suppose that is true for you 
too. As human as I am however, this promise of pasture and the Good 
Shepherd being the door sounds comforting and amazingly worthwhile. 
 
This is Jesus telling on himself and the kingdom. There is only one way to 
salvation and it is him. To believe in him and be saved. To find pasture, the 
place of peace, protection and provision in Christ. 
 
This is what we gain in faith. A Shepherd to watch over us, to protect us 
from evil wherever it lurks. The rest of lying down on green pastures, peace 
that passes understanding. And the vast field of sustenance, provision for 
our present and our future. 
 
What good news. This is being a sheep, to be claimed, saved, freed to enjoy 
all that Christ has for us. Today, return to the Shepherd, know of your 
safety and the pasture he has placed you in for his glory and your good. 
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September 7  
Death to Life 
 
“But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is 
for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
(John 11:4 ESV) 
 
Lazarus would not stay dead. His story was meant to bring glory to God 
and to the Son, Jesus. And what a grand story of the life giving voice of 
Jesus it is! 
 
This is our story too. We might not be in literal grave clothes but before 
Christ we were enrobed in our own filth, sin and the death that was sure. 
But through Christ’s work on the cross those clothes have been cast off. We 
have been now dressed in righteousness and the gleaming perfection of 
Jesus. Just like Lazarus, our story is not just about us, it is to bring God 
glory. 
 
Today you will have the opportunity to live by different stories. You could 
wade back into the destructive patterns of your former life or you can 
know who you are in Christ and wear his righteousness as he transforms 
you more into his likeness. Choose the way of Jesus. It is for you freedom, 
good and the ultimate glory of God. 
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September 8  
Given Love 
 
“So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is 
love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13 ESV) 
 
This is a call for the church to love. For those of us who claim Christ to be 
people known for our love. Our gatherings are to be overflowing with it. 
Our discipleship should be defined by it. And our invitations must be 
dripping with it. But this is not a love we generate, this is a given love. 
 
Love given to us by Christ, realized through the empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus’s love for you poured out on the cross, taking your place, 
owning the death you deserve. Love given to you through his resurrection 
and the new life gained in Christ. This is what we have, this is the greatest 
of faith, hove and love. This is what we cherish, what we reflect upon and 
what we share with each other in the church and with those outside of the 
church. 
 
Know that you are loved today. Jesus loves you. He has given you love that 
now you might share. Be free to love others because you have been loved in 
this way. 
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September 9  
Times Far Off 
 
“Son of man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, ‘The vision that he sees 
is for many days from now, and he prophesies of times far off.’ Therefore 
say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: None of my words will be delayed 
any longer, but the word that I speak will be performed, declares the Lord 
GOD.” (Ezekiel 12:27–28 ESV) 
 
God’s people have always had bad vision. To the prophetic voice of Ezekiel 
they were quick to say how the words were for another time. Surely what 
was promised would come later; to worry other people, not us. 
 
But the words of God will not be delayed. And what a powerful way to hear 
of it — God’s voice declaring what would be done. We are now under a more 
final word, the word of Christ. 
 
His “it is finished” of the cross is our defining word and we know God will 
not delay because we have tasted of his benefits; we are the fruit of his 
declaration. The word of forgiveness and freedom in Christ is not in fact 
for times far off, it is for today just as it was for the people then. 
 
Let us be known as people that trust his word, live in response to it and 
share it with others. 
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September 10  
It is Getting Good 
 
“If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be 
pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15:19 ESV) 
 
Because of Christ’s resurrection we know that the work of the cross really 
was finished. Death was defeated and sin rendered impotent. And while 
this truth changes everything about life now — we no longer live under 
condemnation, we are free to live fully in Christ — it has the greatest 
implications for the time to come. 
 
If following Jesus only makes this life better and has no hope for eternity, it 
is pointless and we should be pitied for believing just a small portion of 
what is promised. But when we have a right view of the work of Christ and 
his cosmic plan of redemption, then our hope is set on the future grace that 
will be poured out for us upon Christ’s return. 
 
We can look forward to the permanent end of sin. We can look forward to 
joy without tears. We can look forward to eternity with Jesus learning 
more of him and living as we were meant forever. 
 
This is far better than even the best day we can imagine in this life. And on 
those less than great days we can use the hope of our future to fuel our joy 
in this moment. Today, look forward; Jesus is bringing you home. 
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September 11  
Already Clean 
 
“Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.” 
(John 15:3 ESV) 
 
When it comes to our Spiritual lives, if you are like me, there are many days 
you don’t necessarily feel “clean.” The thoughts, the actions, the sin we are 
far too comfortable with. It all adds us and we hear the accusation of our 
conscience, culture and the devil suggesting that we have ruined anything 
good we had going with God because we messed up and need to get clean 
again. 
 
Enter Jesus. Once for all. Because of his sacrificial death on the cross, 
because of his declaration of “it is finished,” you are already clean. At belief 
in him you have been covered and cleansed, made new and whole, holy 
before God. There is ongoing transformation, yes, but as a clean person 
living the perfection Christ has given you. The relationship is not severed, 
you don’t have work to do to clear the record or earn favor before God. 
Jesus has done it. 
 
Today, as the accusations come, speak a better, truer word over yourself, 
just as Jesus has spoken a word of you — clean, covered, righteous in Christ. 
This is a permanent reality for you united with Christ. Rest in it. Live from 
it. 
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September 12  
Who Are We? 
 
“Then King David went in and sat before the LORD and said, “Who am I, O 
Lord GOD, and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far?” (2 
Samuel 7:18 ESV) 
 
David is often painted as the hero. The giant slayer, the anointed king. But 
he was also a wreck at times and was confronted for his sin. In fact the real 
hero of all the stories involving David is actually God, the One who delivers 
his people in battle and determines kings and kingdoms. And David 
understands this and that is what makes him an example of the faithful. 
 
He understood his lowly state and God’s unmerited grace in his life. Today, 
we can live and pray just like David. Who are we that Jesus should sacrifice 
himself for us, of what value is our name that we would be chosen to be 
children of God? When we see ourselves rightly we can truthfully ask these 
questions. To those questions Jesus resoundingly answers, “you are mine 
and that is why you are covered, adopted and transformed by my grace.” 
Being his is the place of our worth and identity. It is our claim on all the 
gifts he grants us — that we belong to Jesus. 
 
Perhaps we need to be struck by the wonder of it all more often. That we, 
lost in sin and incapable of reaching God on our own, are brought to him by 
the work of Christ for us; to a place where our name is changed and we 
become children of the king, privileged and honored before him. May we 
live in response to this great news. May we rejoice at what Jesus has done. 
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September 13  
Jesus Made Known 
 
“I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, 
that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 
them.” (John 17:26 ESV) 
 
This is Jesus praying at the end of his ministry just before the cross where 
he would die and take on the burden of our sin coming through it 
victorious over death. But his ministry doesn’t end there, at least according 
to his prayer. He goes on, through his teaching and the work of the Holy 
Spirit, making God the Father known that those who believe would 
experience the love of God. 
 
The language is unique, how can Jesus be in us etc. But by his Spirit he 
dwells in us, revealing over and over the truth of God’s love for the Son and 
for us through the Son. This is what it means to know Jesus, to know the 
love of God. 
 
To know the God that in love would give himself up in our place to face 
something we deserved, to begin to make right all of creation. To know our 
new identity in him and the purpose he gives his people to live out the love. 
To rest in Jesus as our Savior and King. 
 
Today, know Jesus. Remember what he has done for you and who he says 
you are. Today, know the love of the Father, the love that nothing can 
stand in the way of in Christ Jesus. 
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September 14  
Transformative Freedom 
 
“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom.” (2 Corinthians 3:17 ESV) 
 
There is real freedom in Christ. No longer are we under our own vain 
attempts at righteousness or the slavery of sin. We have been granted 
victory over it all. And the glory of Christ is not diminishing — it is 
increasing as we pursue him. 
 
This is meant to lighten our steps and encourage us as we live free from 
burden and unmet expectation. This is meant to fuel us as we are being 
transformed more and more into Christlikeness. This is our anchor when 
the waves of life toss and throw us. 
 
Today, you can know that you are free. Sin is cast off. You wear the 
perfection of Christ. By his Spirit you are empowered with transformative 
freedom to live well and even dance a little. Know your freedom. Chose to 
live in it and share it with someone who is under burden and without hope. 
You are free to do just that! 
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September 15  
Turn and Live 
 
“For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so 
turn, and live.” (Ezekiel 18:32 ESV) 
 
God is not a tyrant that enjoys death and punishment. I think sometime we 
can approach him like he is. No, he is loving, gracious and he takes no 
pleasure in the death of anyone. So he invites us to turn from our old 
slavery to sin, to new life. 
 
After the cross of Christ this invitation has wonderful benefits. It is a 
finished work for us; the perfection required to be in the presence of God is 
accomplished by Jesus and made to be ours. Rejoice at this news! 
 
And this truth is also a great message of hope to everyone we encounter. 
They no longer have to live under burden and false identities. They can be 
free, they can turn and live. 
 
Let this word of God’s desire for all and his gift of the cross be an 
encouragement today. Share it with someone that they might live. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 266	

September 16  
Covered and Free 
 
“For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, if 
indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked.” (2 Corinthians 5:2–3 
ESV) 
 
What can happen to this body that is wasting away, that seems to feel its 
brokenness and the fall more than ever? The answer for those in Christ is 
nothing. If the tent of our earthly dwelling is destroyed we know we have a 
building from God. Something surer, stronger, eternal. Our heavenly 
dwelling, being glorified with Christ forever. 
 
This is what we gain in belief in Jesus, a covering that takes away the 
shame of our nakedness before God. The garden experience reversed and 
repaired as we are set for a return to it, walking with God, in perfect 
relationship, without sin and corruption. We groan a we wait and 
experience the ramifications of sin in our world, but we are headed home. 
 
May this vision of where you are headed and what it means for you now be 
fuel for living the life you are called to. You are covered and free. Nothing 
can bring condemnation, shame, and nothing can derail you from your 
destination. Rest in that. Long for that heavenly dwelling, the new, 
glorified you. 
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September 17  
The Things We Don’t Know 
 
“Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of 
them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the 
books that would be written.” (John 21:25 ESV) 
 
John’s writing was meant to incite belief. And what he shared was enough 
to not only generate belief by the Spirit but a robust account of Jesus’s life, 
ministry, death and resurrection. This is what we are to believe to be saved, 
to be united with Christ. It is glorious and we will spend our lives 
unpacking the wonders of it all. 
 
But he did other things. Many other things. The account of them would be 
an unending collection of volumes. That is how amazing he is. This is all 
the things we don’t know. And we don’t need to know, but one day we will. 
 
We have been given all we need for life and godliness in Christ Jesus — in 
what has been revealed of him, all that the Bible declares. It is more than 
enough to blow our minds and stir our affections for him. 
 
Today, know Jesus — all that John and the other Gospel authors have 
shared. And anticipate the day you will know him face to face. When all 
things will be known for his glory. 
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September 18  
Grief and Repentance 
 
“For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without 
regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.” (2 Corinthians 7:10 ESV) 
 
While there is no condemnation for those that are in Christ Jesus, there is 
still grief over our sin. We are not perfect yet and still struggle with our 
flesh and the brokenness of our humanity. And it is a tremendous grace 
that we are grieved when we do sin because we can repent without 
regret — knowing the sin is covered by Christ and we are moving forward 
in our sanctification, being more like Jesus. 
 
Faith is not the removal of all tension or the whitewashing of all sin, but it 
is trusting in the sufficient work of Christ on the cross to remove the 
penalty of sin and give us new life, life meant to war against sin and the 
will deliver us to eternity with our Savior. An eternity without sin and the 
grief that accompanies it. 
 
So today, if you find yourself with godly grief, reminded by the Spirit that 
you are meant for something more, turn again to Christ with the great 
hope and joy of being saved and transformed by him. 
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September 19  
A Shield About You 
 
“But you, O LORD, are a shield about me, my glory, and the lifter of my 
head.” (Psalm 3:3 ESV) 
 
The pressures of life and those that oppose us really can push in on us and 
make things feel like there is little hope of a way out. Seemingly, no matter 
what we do, the burdens remain and the current against us feels so strong. 
 
But even when the pressure gets to its unrelenting worst, we have hope. 
We belong to the One who reigns over the universe with victory. Because 
Jesus took on the cross in our place and beat death in his resurrection, we 
know God as the shield about us. Surrounding, protecting and lifting our 
head. Giving us confidence in the midst of the struggle. 
 
Like the Psalmist we can petition this shield, this Savior, for help and he 
will answer. When things close in on you, cry out to the Lord, trust in his 
plan for you and have your head lifted. He has a purpose for you and since 
you are his, he will care for you. 
 
Let this truth warm you against the cold assaults of the enemies of your joy 
today. 
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September 20  
Confidence in Petition 
 
“The LORD has heard my plea; the LORD accepts my prayer.” (Psalm 6:9 
ESV) 
 
David prays with a confidence in the Lord, that his prayer is heard and 
acted upon and for those in Christ we can petition the Lord with the same 
confidence and then some. You see when you pray you also have the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit at work in you and for you as well as Christ at 
the throne of grace praying for you. This changes how we pray. We can be 
desperate and have hope at the same time. 
 
That is what got David through difficult times and that is what should get 
all of us through the consistent trials and circumstance that come upon us 
in life. The Lord hears our plea and he acts on it, in the provision of Christ 
and the comfort and care of the Spirit. 
 
What are you facing today? What have you been praying for? Know that 
the Lord hears you and his sovereign care is unfolding for you. 
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September 21  
The Point of the Prophetic 
 
“On that day your mouth will be opened to the fugitive, and you shall 
speak and be no longer mute. So you will be a sign to them, and they will 
know that I am the LORD.” (Ezekiel 24:27 ESV) 
 
Ezekiel, and all the other Old Testament Prophets, had a difficult task. 
Speak the Words God directed to a people that would over and over again 
reject them and even wage violence against the speaker. The role of 
prophet would never be an easy one but it served the purpose of pointing to 
the One that is Lord. 
 
Now in Christ, the role of the prophetic is still the same; to be a sign 
pointing to Christ and his lordship. It is not to highlight the speaker but the 
God they are speaking of. And fugitives will hear the message of grace and 
be forever changed. 
 
In our day and age we can do all sorts of silly things with hearing God 
through prophetic voices. Here then is our ruler to measure these words; 
do they point to Christ? Do they reveal him as the God-man, as the 
redeemer, as the victorious king of the universe? If they do, rejoice. 
 
May the Lord us the gift of prophecy in our day to make much of Christ and 
set captives free 
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September 22  
How We Can Live 
 
“I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I will recount all of 
your wonderful deeds.” (Psalm 9:1 ESV) 
 
Oh when the wondrous deeds of the cross and Christ’s resurrection break 
through our rock hard hearts it is a glorious thing. It warms us, fuels us 
and gives us hope for life in the wake of redemption. This is how we are 
meant to live in response to the goodness of Jesus. In worship and joy. 
The Psalmist gives us a model of how we can live in the freedom Jesus 
gives, giving thanks will all of who we are reminding ourselves and others 
of the work of Christ. 
 
What would this look like in your life? More joy instead of worry. More 
optimism instead of that pesky pessimism that has been your mentality 
for too long. A passion for sharing the news that sets the captives free. It 
wouldn’t mean everything was rosy and easy, but it does mean that we are 
never alone, always cared for and promised joy in Christ. It is ours for the 
taking. 
 
Today, give thanks. You are new, saved, redeemed, changed, claimed and 
free. Dance a little. Smile. And recount how it happened. That Jesus called 
you his own and was substitute, taking on the wrath for your sin, and 
giving you life in his defeat of death, what’s more, the Holy Spirit resides in 
you empowering you to remember and live in thanksgiving. 
 
This is how we can live, let’s do it. 
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September 23  
He Is Who He Is 
 
“O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted; you will strengthen their 
heart; you will incline your ear to do justice to the fatherless and the 
oppressed, so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.” 
(Psalm 10:17–18 ESV) 
 
We can find as many suggestions of who God in as the day is long. But in 
the work of Christ we see the truth of Psalm 10 come to life. 
 
He is a God that hear the desires of the afflicted, for freedom and relief. He 
strengthens their heart, he will do justice and adopt the orphan. In Christ, 
God has freed the slave of sin and oppression, he has given us rest in his 
finished work, he has taken on the justice we deserved and there is no more 
terror in him. 
 
Oh how good God is. He is who he is. And today we can rejoice that this 
song is ours. We have been given relief and been emboldened our heart 
with the gospel. Let who God is, and what he has done for you in Christ, 
sink in and be your comfort. 
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September 24 
Rejoicing Toward Restoration 
 
“Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree 
with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 
you.” (2 Corinthians 13:11 ESV) 
 
Union with Christ brings us into unity and community with others and too 
often personalities and preferences rub against each other and create 
tension. But we are free to move beyond the tension to restoration, to real 
relationship defined by peace, agreement and love. 
 
Paul tells the church to aim for it, knowing it won’t always be achieved but 
we can rejoice in the fact that we have the opportunity for restoration. 
Things are not meant to be a series of battles with those with different 
thinking and priorities. We are not meant to separate into little factions 
that make us feel like it is us against everyone else. But we can live in peace 
because the God of peace is with us. 
 
What relationships are strained for you today? You know them well I am 
sure. Remind yourself of the gospel in the midst of them. That you have 
been forgiven when it appears you would never be and invited into a 
family that cares and loves for you. Who can you extend that same grace to 
today? Do it. Rejoice in it and know that the God of love and peace is with 
you. 
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September 25  
Grace and Peace on Daily Drip 
 
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, 
according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever 
and ever. Amen.” (Galatians 1:3–5 ESV) 
 
Recently I mentioned to my wife that I needed another “dose” of coffee. I 
figure I use it like a drug I might as well talk like it is! But the dose imagery 
is good I think especially when we think of getting a daily reminder of the 
truth of the gospel of Jesus. We need doses to wage war against the disease 
of sin and fill us with health and hope. This reminder in the introduction of 
Galatians is the perfect fix. 
 
As you wake you receive grace and peace from God the Father and the Son 
Jesus. Jesus gave his life to give you yours, to empower you to face 
everything that is coming your way and to bring light where there is 
darkness. And this was according to a plan and purpose long ago — you 
were chosen to receive this grace before you could ever prove yourself or 
make a name for yourself. All of this then is for his glory. 
 
Today, be remind of the grace and peace you are given in Christ. Ask the 
Holy Spirit to drive these truths deep into your soul and live to bring glory 
to the God who willed your redemption. 
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September 26  
Stoked Affections 
 
“The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. The lines 
have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful 
inheritance.” (Psalm 16:5–6 ESV) 
 
The Psalm give us much needed spiritual nutrition and fuel, they stoke our 
affections for Jesus in the wake of all that he has done for us. Hear well 
these words today. The Lord is our chosen portion — we cling to him 
because where else can we turn. He has the words of life, he offers 
forgiveness and provision. He holds the universe. 
 
In belief in him we have an immeasurable inheritance. The border of his 
kingdom, of which we are part goes beyond the horizon. We have hope and 
a home to live toward in Christ. 
 
Rest in his sovereign hand today. Know that he loves you, cares for you and 
has made a way for you. Run to Jesus. Rejoice and celebrate him. 
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September 27  
All Grown Up 
 
“So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we 
might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer 
under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.” 
(Galatians 3:24–26 ESV) 
 
The distinction between the law and the grace of the gospel here is 
maturity. Under the law, humanity needed it as a guide, an aspiration to 
watch over us. To keep us primed for our need for a savior, One who could 
meet its demands on our behalf. But now in faith, it is as if grace has grown 
us up and we no longer need a guardian. We have freedom to live in the 
grace that Christ gives and we are part of his family. 
 
Guardians keep you in live. Grace keeps you for eternity. This is the 
difference that Jesus came to make real. The weight has been lifted and you 
are meant to live in your sonship. 
 
Earning is over; all has been given to you. Let that truth lighten your load 
today and put a spring in your step. 
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September 28  
Equipped by the Rock 
 
“For who is God, but the LORD? And who is a rock, except our God? — the 
God who equipped me with strength and made my way blameless.” (Psalm 
18:31–32 ESV) 
 
Most days it is tremendously helpful to be reminded of just who God is. We 
might think he is a taskmaster or grumpy old man. But in fact he is a place 
of refuge for us; security and strength. And in Christ we are equipped by 
this rock for life. 
 
The Spirit comforts and teaches us, equipping us to take on what crosses 
our path and no matter what, because of blood of Christ we will be 
presented blameless before the throne of God. 
 
This changes everything. I don’t have to muster the courage to face 
difficulty; it is a gift from the Rock of Ages. I don’t have to generate the 
stamina to war against sin and live a gospel formed humility, it is granted 
to me by the one who lend strength and keeps me blameless. 
 
What does this truth of God mean for you today? Live in it, know who he is, 
know what he says of you and does for you. You are blameless in Christ and 
equipped for all that he has purposed for you to do. 
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September 29  
Set Free for Freedom 
 
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery.” (Galatians 5:1 ESV) 
 
When we have lived most of our lives a slaves — slaves to sin and self — it is 
difficult to resist the pull to return to these masters even when we have 
been freed. It is like a spiritual Stockholm syndrome, like hostages 
becoming enamored by their captors. 
 
But Jesus did not come and sacrifice himself on the cross to leave you as a 
slave or even to give you just a moment’s liberty only to be lost again in 
bondage. You have been set free for freedom. You are now free to not 
submit to a teaching of slavery and earning like the churches in Galatia. 
 
Today you will be tempted to prove you worth with activity, or to attempt 
to earn your sanctification or approval before God. Toss aside those 
temptations and live in your freedom. Know that Jesus has earned on your 
behalf and there is nothing left to do to secure your justification or your 
transformation. Rest in your freedom. Rejoice in Christ. 
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September 30  
Living in a Song 
 
“Be exalted, O LORD, in your strength! We will sing and praise your power.” 
(Psalm 21:13 ESV) 
 
In the face of his word and the revealed power of his creation we are left in 
awe of God’s strength. His power to sovereignly reign over all things and 
work redemption when it seemed least possible. As a result, we are meant 
for worship, to turn back to him the glory that is his. To lift his name high, 
to cherish all that we have in Christ and make it known. 
 
This is us living in a song, a song of praise. A song of recounting 
redemption and the power of God. Now, as Christians we tend to do an 
okay job of singing at appropriate times (church services as the key 
example). But what if we were able to sing all the time — maybe not even 
making music but exalting the Lord, making much of Jesus, in all 
environments and situations. Would we be for this? 
 
It would be not only rightfully placed worship to our creator and Savior but 
it would also be a great reminder to us of who we are in Christ and that 
redemption truly is ours — that we have new life in him. 
 
Today, trying singing and praise his power, the power that made you a 
child of God, that covers you and promises you to dwell with Christ 
forever. 
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October 1  
Guarantee of Glory 
 
“In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to 
the praise of his glory.” (Ephesians 1:13–14 ESV) 
 
If you have believed the gospel, that Jesus lived and died as your substitute, 
then the Holy Spirit, who resides inside of you, seals you, keeps you, 
empowers you as a guarantee of the glory, the inheritance you are given in 
Christ until you acquire it. 
 
This truth has us as Christians looking firmly forward to that glorious day 
of Christ’s return and the unfolding of our inheritance. The Spirit keeps our 
eyes train toward that day and on the Savior who has promised it and 
worked out redemption on our behalf. 
 
We get silly when we think the Spirit is to deliver glory now — as if this 
momentary life is all there is and if it is my inheritance I want it now! We 
turn the Spirit into our Genie and hope to get rich quick or to realize our 
wildest dreams. But this guarantee of glory is not what is to come, but 
what seals us for that day. 
 
As we live in the “not yet” of faith we are empowered by the Spirit to see 
Christ revealed in Scripture and to obey God’s commands and live in 
faithfulness to Christ. Enjoying and rejoicing in every moment as we make 
the journey home, to eternal life with Christ, were beauty if the rule and 
there is no sin, brokenness or heartache ever again. 
 
Today may the Spirit remind you and invite your eyes to look to the 
horizon and the promises of Christ that are sure to come. 
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October 2  
Trusting the Good Shepherd 
 
“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 
my head with oil; my cup overflows.” (Psalm 23:5 ESV) 
 
Green pastures, still waters, a restored soul, and righteousness for his 
name’s sake. This is our good shepherd caring for us and protecting us 
from the opposition we encounter. He prepares a table for us, he provides, 
gives us sustenance and blessing in the midst of trouble and he covers us 
making our lives overflow with his grace. 
 
This is really what life is like in union with Christ. He is our place of rest 
amongst the chaos. He is our provision and protector. He is our covering. 
He is our life of abundance. We truly can live trusting the good shepherd. 
We know he cares for us because of the sacrifice he made to make us 
children of God. We know he is powerful enough to deliver on his promises 
because he defeated death and rose from the grave. What more could we 
need or want in light of the goodness of the cross?! 
 
Today, be reminded of the calming and encouraging goodness of the good 
shepherd. Rest in his care. Trust him and live. 
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October 3  
Prayer for Rooting, Grounding and Strength 
 
“That according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith — that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love 
of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:16–19 ESV) 
 
This is the Apostle’s petition before the Lord; that the church would be 
strengthened through the Holy Spirit that we would all know deeply the 
love of Christ and be filled with the fullness of God. Overflowing with his 
grace, care for us and love. 
 
This is the work the Spirit does in those that believe in Jesus. He reminds us 
and frees us to comprehend this divine love, this amazing grace of Christ. 
And he builds us up in that love with a fullness that is beyond us. 
 
We can spend a lot of mental energy thinking it is we that deliver strength, 
faith and fullness; but it actually comes from the Spirit. Today, pray in the 
same way that Paul does. Ask the Spirit, according to the glory of God, to 
grant you power and fill you with the love of Christ. 
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October 4  
Fearless Light 
 
“The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is 
the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1 ESV) 
 
Fear seems like an absolutely normal piece of the human experience. We 
fear the unknown, violence toward us and if we are honest, the dark! But 
fear is not meant to be a central part of our lives, and for those in Christ we 
actual exist in the light of the Lord and from this stronghold fear is cast 
out. 
 
Whom shall we fear if the God of the universe claims us as his own? Whom 
shall make us afraid if Christ is our advocate and deliverer? 
 
These are important questions. And the answer is no one. No situation. No 
unknown. Because we are secure and safe in Christ, now and forever. 
 
How will this truth free you from fear today? How will you live in this light 
of Christ, saved, and promised life? Live it. 
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October 5  
Bigger than Buildings 
 
“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest 
heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built!” (1 
Kings 8:27 ESV) 
 
Solomon had built a grand structure, a temple for the Creator of all. But he 
was under no delusion that God could be contained; that he would be 
boxed in to a square room. 
 
God is bigger than the buildings even our minds erect for him. He can’t be 
contained and he is beyond us and all imagination. And in his bigness, 
from his fullness, he came and lived among us to meet a standard none of 
us could and grant life to walking corpses. 
 
Even in his uncontainable greatness, he heard his people, he made a way 
for relationship and he delivered on a promise to have an heir of David’s 
throne reign forever. We now benefit from this great news and are set for 
an eternity of learning more about this big God. 
 
Today, don’t let your vision of God be confined to the mini temple you are 
prone to construct. See him revealed in Scripture and recognize the 
greatness and grace toward you. 
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October 6  
Having Been Healed 
 
“O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me.” (Psalm 
30:2 ESV) 
 
To have been healed, oh how it might feel to face sickness and disease and 
be delivered brought through it by God. On the other side of the coin 
however is when those cries, or prayers for healing are not answered as we 
hoped. What might help us find joy however is the truth of our ultimate 
healing in Christ. 
 
While we still face the brokenness of our world and our own sinfulness, 
our cry for salvation is heard and we are secure in Jesus spiritually healed 
and made new and set for a day of no disease, no pain, only vibrancy, and 
energy. 
 
As we live now, we still cry out. We petition for healing. We rejoice when it 
comes. We keep on crying out when it doesn’t come and we keep our eyes 
to the healing we have in Christ and will have when he returns. 
 
Today, look to that day and celebrate what has been done and what will be 
done. 
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October 7  
Work Completed 
 
“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way 
about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with 
me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel.” (Philippians 1:6–7 ESV) 
 
We can have confidence in the work that Christ is doing in us and know 
that it will be brought to completion. As partakers in the grace given to us 
through the cross we are set and locked in for this transformation, now 
and that will be full one day. Our hopes change. Our priorities shift. And 
we live not for our self but for others and ultimately Jesus as our Lord and 
Savior. 
 
There will be a day that obedience to Christ will be our nature and until 
then we are increasingly drawn toward it as we rely on him and center our 
lives on Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
 
Today you can waste energy trying to change yourself or you can look to 
Jesus and the transformation by the Spirit that he promised to work in you. 
We can be confident in it and worship as we wait, experience and long for 
more of it. Let’s do that today. 
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October 8  
Forgiveness Found 
 
“Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in 
whose spirit there is no deceit.” (Psalm 32:1–2 ESV) 
 
I had no hope in these words living under my own attempts to earn 
forgiveness and prove I was worth saving. Instead I was just lost all the 
more in my sin and hopeless after each mounting failure. And that is just 
when Jesus likes to enter the scene. 
 
We don’t fully know the “blessing” we have in Christ to have our 
transgressions forgiven and our sin covered. How we can now stand before 
God as just and clean. This is the way and result of salvation however. At 
believing in Jesus, in his perfect life lived for us and his substitution in our 
place on the instrument of death, the cross, and his resurrection, we are 
now forgiven, covered and free. 
 
There is no more condemnation. We are free to make war with out sin and 
live for repentance and continued turning to Jesus. 
 
Today, be reminded that in Christ, you are forgiven. You are blessed. 
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October 9  
Refuse and Gain 
 
“Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ” 
(Philippians 3:8 ESV) 
 
Oh to be like Paul. To face difficulty, imprisonment, and sure death and say 
that all of life is trash compared to knowing Jesus. From what was once a 
possible of prestige and influence to persecution and martyrdom, Paul has 
found the treasure in the field, the pearl of great price. 
 
Nothing else compares. It is this knowledge of Jesus and gaining him that 
sets everything else in a dim light. To know grace, forgiveness, new life, 
purpose and the promise of eternity. It is better than the shiniest toy, the 
bulging retirement account or sweet romance. Jesus is better. 
 
Today you will be presented with any number of things that attempt to 
convince you of value greater than Jesus. Maybe it is political success, 
pleasure, fine food, or the approval of colleagues at work. Whatever it is, 
however good it really is, remember Jesus is better. And by the Spirit may 
that truth warm your heart and show you what you have gained in Christ. 
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October 10  
Glory in View 
 
“And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the east. And 
the sound of his coming was like the sound of many waters, and the earth 
shone with his glory.” (Ezekiel 43:2 ESV) 
 
There is much imagery in Ezekiel’s prophecy that can leaves us scratching 
our heads, but the promise of God coming in glory, well that is something 
we can long for and get excited about. 
 
I am not sure we will even comprehend the enormity of the glory of God 
until we are given our own glorified bodies but here the prophet describes 
the glorious arrival like the sound of rushing water, overpowering raging 
water, and the earth radiating his glory, reflecting the brilliance. In that 
moment there will be nothing else to contemplate or worry about, there 
will be no more distractions. Just wonderful, awe-inducing glory in view. 
 
Many of our days can feel like they are shaded by a gloom — where shadows 
are the norm over radiance. But even that gloom, even the sunshine of our 
best days, will all be washed out by the glory of God and the coming of 
Christ. 
 
Think of this glory. Ponder the ramifications of his coming and the 
kingdom experience that will be yours as a Child of God at that very 
moment. Let this image carry you through the day and long for more of 
Jesus. 
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October 11  
Enduring Strength 
 
“being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all 
endurance and patience with joy;” (Colossians 1:11 ESV) 
 
The pastoral prayer for the Colossians asks for filling of the knowledge of 
Christ, living in light of the gospel, thankfulness and to be strengthened for 
life. This is what we have hope for now in Christ. That according to his 
glorious might, according to who he is and the extent of his power, we will 
be enthused for enduring what we are called to live through and do so with 
patience and joy. 
 
Not many of my days are described with patience and joy, but I think we 
get a deepening sense of those two characteristics when our enduring 
looks to Jesus and his strength to get through. 
 
Truth be told, we are not strong people. We are in need not only of foreign 
righteousness but the strength of another just to walk in the way we have 
been purposed to. And the glorious news is that he gives us his strength. 
We are not meant to achieve on our own what only can be done in him. 
 
Today, look to Jesus for strength. Pray for it. That we might endure with 
patience, waiting on final redemption and joy, knowing that it is coming. 
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October 12  
Shadowed Refuge 
 
“How precious is your steadfast love, O God! The children of mankind take 
refuge in the shadow of your wings.” (Psalm 36:7 ESV) 
 
We have life and breath because of the steadfast love of God. Without a 
doubt, we have access and redemption in Christ because of love. And it is in 
this love that we are protected, guarded and nurtured. 
 
The work of Christ on the cross has sealed that love, and us, for eternity. 
Ever kept, come what may. Secure in him and recipients of this love in 
wave after wave of grace. 
 
As you go through your day, or as you rest in the wake of another long day, 
know that you have a shadowed refuge. The heat of sin and the world can’t 
wreck you; you are a child of God. Rest in this refuge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 293	

October 13  
Elevated View 
 
“Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” (Colossians 
3:2–3 ESV) 
 
Christ-follower, you are not restricted to thinking and looking at what is 
around you, the brokenness of our selves and those around us, the bad 
news, the narcissism of our world. No you are now empowered to elevate 
your view, to set your mind on things above, to think of Christ and his 
promises for you. This is true because your sinful existence has died, on the 
cross with Jesus and your new life is hidden, locked in God by Christ. 
 
This changes everything. Gloom should lighten. Hope should be the tone of 
our days and fear is not a motivating category for anything in our lives. 
And this view lifts others too. When we share what we hope in, we spread 
the light of Christ, not the things on earth. 
 
Look up today. Set your mind on the work and promises of Jesus. Know 
that you are living hidden with him and safe in him. 
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October 14  
To Be Broken and Free 
 
“I confess my iniquity; I am sorry for my sin.” (Psalm 38:18 ESV) 
 
There is guilt that leads nowhere. The kind that has you feeling like you 
messed up and need to correct it but has no path to change. Just you stuck 
trying to change was has been part of your nature since long before you 
were born. Then there is gospel conviction that has you recognizing sin, 
being sorry for it, confessing it and being forgiven. 
 
Because Christ is our substitute, having lived without sin, we gain his 
righteousness and the freedom to no longer sin. And when we do sin, the 
freedom of forgiveness, of not proving ourselves but relying on his proof. 
Our sin can bring us into a healthy brokenness, a recognition that we are in 
need of a Savior and can’t stand before God on our own account. But it 
doesn’t break us because we reside in the rest of Christ — the forgiveness of 
sin. 
 
Today, be sorry for sin, be free in Christ and know that he has something 
better for you. That he will empower you to gain it and each stumble along 
the way is covered and forgiven by his shed blood for you. Be broken and 
free. 
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October 15  
Faith Sounding Forth 
 
“For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so 
that we need not say anything.” (1 Thessalonians 1:8 ESV) 
 
The Thessalonian church was bold and distinctive in their faith. From the 
time they heard the gospel and believed, to this moment when Paul is 
writing to encourage them, they have been an example to other churches 
and to the world around them. This is faith sounding forth into a dark 
world. 
 
Transformed lives look different, we live for different priorities and we 
share a love for one another in the church that stands out in a dog-eat-dog 
world. This is what our witness is meant to look like, love, care and 
something far different from the normal culture our neighbors walk in 
everyday. Oh that we would stand out and our faith and community would 
be so evident that it would be seen, without the need for words to describe 
it. That we would have opportunity to preach the gospel in our 
distinctiveness and that lives would be forever changed. 
 
Let’s lean into Christian community. Spend time, build relationships and 
invest in one another for a faith that sounds forth. 
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October 16  
A Story to Tell 
 
“He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, and set 
my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.” (Psalm 40:2 ESV) 
 
At redemption in Christ we are moved from a kingdom of darkness to a 
kingdom of light. From sure destruction, because it is what we deserve, to 
security, protection and eternal inheritance in Jesus. He is our rock and 
nothing can move us off of him when we believe in him. 
 
We each have a personal reality to this redemptive story. Things we were 
freed from, patterns of life left behind. A miry bog that only weighed us 
down. And now we find ourselves on a sturdy and indestructible rock. 
 
Today, be reminded of your own story and the redemption you have in 
Christ. Tell someone about it and invite them into the same story. 
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October 17  
A God That Knows Mysteries 
 
“there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made known 
to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days…” (Daniel 2:28 
ESV) 
 
Daniel is full of wonderful stories of faithfulness and how God responds 
the faith of his people. But it is also full of reminders of who God is and his 
infinite wisdom can give us hope in the midst of uncertain times. 
 
A God that knows mysteries and reveals them for his glory. To show his 
sovereignty and control. This may have given the king in the story pause 
but it can give us great joy because God has ultimately revealed himself in 
the person and work of Christ. We can know his redemptive purposes 
throughout all of history. We can trust him to guide our lives and when 
things don’t seem to make sense to us, we can rely on his care. 
 
We know that in union with Christ, all things work for our good, come 
what may. Today, think about this God that reveals mysteries. Think of the 
revealed mystery of the gospel and how you are forever justified in Christ 
and transformed by his grace. Then live to encounter more of this God no 
in fear of what will come but with anticipation to be with him forever. 
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October 18  
Transformed to Live Distinct 
 
“For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. Therefore whoever 
disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to 
you.” (1 Thessalonians 4:7–8 ESV) 
 
Those in Christ are not called to “life as normal.” No we are called to 
distinct living, quite different from society at large and not motivated by 
self but the grace of Christ we have been given. This is what it means to live 
God-glorifying lives, to rely on his grace, walk in repentance and to pursue 
holiness. 
 
As belief in Christ you are made holy. Actually you wear Christ’s 
righteousness, his holiness as your own. In that new identity you then are 
free to live obedient, holy live. Not a sin-saturated existence but one known 
for joy and the purity that pleases God. 
 
Here is the good news in this; you are not alone in attempting holiness. You 
have been given the Holy Spirit as a help and empowerment for living 
distinct. So today, yield to the Spirit, walk in the holiness you have been 
given and glorify God with you life. 
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October 19  
Promised to be Complete 
 
“Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.” (1 
Thessalonians 5:23–24 ESV) 
 
This is both a prayer from the Apostle for the church, and a declaration of 
God’s promise to those that are believers in Jesus. God will sanctify, 
change, make you more like Jesus completely. Even when we are called and 
empowered to pursue holiness, we can rejoice that the Lord is using all of it 
to sanctify us because it is his faithfulness that matters. 
 
In Jesus, because of his sacrifice on the cross for you, you are kept 
blameless and will stand before the throne of heaven justified. And as we 
wait for that day, he is working in us transformation — we are becoming 
more Christ-like and the end point is completion, the perfection we were 
meant for in the beginning. 
 
Today, we might not notice much of the change, but we can trust in the 
faithfulness of God, he will do it. Rest and rejoice in that truth. 
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October 20  
The Voice That Melts 
 
“The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth 
melts.” (Psalm 46:6 ESV) 
 
Tuning in to the news in our day can be quite the depressing endeavor. It 
seems like the nations are surely raging and the governments we once 
trusted are faltering. If we had hope in these things we wouldn’t have 
much to look forward to. But as believers we have hope in the sovereign 
God who reigns over all of the chaos. He utters his voice and the earth 
melts. He is that powerful and in him we can trust. 
 
He is sovereign in not only the commotion of earthly kingdoms but also in 
the minutia of our daily lives. And he is unfolding history for his glory and 
our good. 
 
Today as you hear of nations raging and kingdoms tottering, be reminded 
once again that God is in control and as those that belong to Jesus we can 
put our hope in him alone. No anxiety of what is to come. No worry over 
governments and political wrangling. Only confidence in the One that 
holds all things together. 
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October 21  
Keeping the Mouths Closed 
 
“My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not 
harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before 
you, O king, I have done no harm.” (Daniel 6:22 ESV) 
 
We love this story of Daniel and the lion den. It makes for a wonderful 
story to tell to the kids because it is exciting and death-defying. And it 
should be wonderful for us for the same reason! 
 
Here is Daniel faced with not compromising his faith — and he remains 
faithful. God then sends an angel to shut the mouths of the lions and he is 
saved. We live in a world a lot like the lions den. Mouths ready to devour us 
and make a meal of our mistakes and faithfulness to God. But we need not 
fear. God has sent his son Jesus to shut the mouth of the accuser. His claims 
of our unrighteousness don’t stick and we are set free from the bondage of 
sin by the work of Christ on the cross. 
 
Friend, you are safe in Christ. If you have faith in him, nothing can touch 
you; nothing can ruin you. Walk in this truth today, you are kept in Christ. 
The lions of our lives may roar but they will not devour us. Rejoice! 
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October 22 
Received in Christ 
 
“But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, for he will receive 
me. Selah” (Psalm 49:15 ESV) 
 
The Psalmist prays trusting God’s faithfulness to save him. We pray 
knowing we have been saved by the work of Christ for us. We have been 
ransomed, bought for a price and now we belong to Christ, God will receive 
us because he saved us form the power of death. 
 
This truth positions us to live from salvation and not for it. We live to 
glorify God and not to keep him happy. We live free no longer under 
bondage. 
 
Today, live as someone received and ransomed. You are secure in faith in 
Christ. Let it shape everything about your life and rejoice that you are his. 
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October 23  
Former Wretches 
 
“though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. 
But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the 
grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus.” (1 Timothy 1:13–14 ESV) 
 
This is not only Paul’s story — being saved and transformed by Christ. This 
is your story as well. You were worse then you wanted people to know. But 
God intervened. He gave mercy and grace filling you with faith in Jesus and 
the love that can only be found in him. 
 
Because these mercies are new and true everyday, you can face your 
yesterday — all that lies behind has been dealt with in Christ. There is no 
scandal too great to keep you from the love of God in Christ. We are all 
former wretches now cleansed by Christ, made new. 
 
This newness is yours today and you can live forward not dwelling on past 
mistakes or what people might think. You are in Christ, covered, redeemed 
and righteous. Rest in that. 
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October 24  
Praying for All People 
 
“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high 
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way.” (1 Timothy 2:1–2 ESV) 
 
Our new life in Christ is a life of prayer. And we are called to pray for all 
people — those near us, that we enjoy and like, and those far that we 
disagree with and don’t have a lot in common with. Also our rulers, those 
we send to represent us and lead governments. 
 
This prayer then is used by the Lord to allow the faithful peaceful, quiet 
lives, going about our lives in harmony as we petition God on behalf of 
others. 
 
Who can you pray for today? Not necessarily praying that they change, but 
that God would draw them to himself and be glorified in them. It might 
your neighbor, your boss, your enemy, and your president. Pray for them. 
That you might lead a peaceful life! 
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October 25 
Victory Delivered 
 
“For he has delivered me from every trouble, and my eye has looked in 
triumph on my enemies.” (Psalm 54:7 ESV) 
 
God’s faithfulness to us in Christ has really delivered us from every lasting 
trouble. The things that are uncomfortable now are light in comparison to 
the glory we are set for and the final enemy, death has been rendered 
toothless at the cross. We now in Christ have victory. 
 
This isn’t about money in the bank or spiting those we don’t like, but being 
kept form the evil one that desires your demise. In faith you have been 
rescued and nothing can endanger you now, or ever. 
 
Stick close to your rescuer, Jesus. Trust in him for victory, provision, 
deliverance and ultimately glory. Even today you can raise your eyes 
knowing the victory has been won. Live the adventure, proclaiming Christ 
and his goodness at every turn. 
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October 26  
Pursuing Things of Promise 
 
“Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for 
godliness; for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in 
every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to 
come.” (1 Timothy 4:7–8 ESV) 
 
We have temptation after temptation trying to lure us into silliness. From 
comments on social media to people claiming new perspectives on age-old 
wisdom, there is much we could invest time in but the Apostle is telling his 
disciple, and us, to focus on godliness instead. 
 
Because we have been redeemed by Christ, given life, we are invited into 
this newness of life marked by holiness and pursuit of things above, 
something that holds promise for life now an for eternity. 
 
You are not left alone in this either. You are empowered by the Spirit 
toward godliness. Strengthened as you run after Jesus. 
 
Today, you have options. Don’t go down the path of irreverent and silly 
myths. Stick with Jesus, the godliness he has called you to, the power he 
gives you for it. Keep pursuing things of promise. 
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October 27  
What Can They Do? 
 
“When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. In God, whose word I praise, in 
God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can flesh do to me?” (Psalm 56:3–4 
ESV) 
 
We will have fear. That is why Scripture gives us so many calls to not fear. 
Truth is, when we fear we have a place to run. We can put our trust in God. 
Because of the work of Christ we know we are secure, seating with him in 
the heavens even now as we live here on earth. Since we have that 
relationship, that position in Christ, we know that we are cared for in the 
most fearful of circumstances. 
 
What can flesh do to you? Nothing. You are safe and secure in Christ. What 
a refreshing and strengthening reality. And this is meant to increase our 
trust in God, the One we praise. 
 
Now when fear rises we can put our trust in God. In Christ we can render 
fear useless and rest in his care for us. Let this be true of you today. 
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October 28  
Hope Not In Uncertainty 
 
“As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to 
set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly 
provides us with everything to enjoy.” (1 Timothy 6:17 ESV) 
 
This is the perfect pastoral remark for our day, just as it was for the church 
where Timothy ministered. Don’t put your hope in the things wealth can 
provide but hope on God who richly provides. Hope in God, do not be 
turned in on yourself but care for others, doing good at every opportunity. 
 
For those following Christ we are meant to live this and he empowers us to 
do so. We are rich. We have abundance. And because Christ set us free from 
the bondage of sin and idolatry we are now free to hold those things 
loosely, become generous towards others, and truly enjoy life. The world 
says cling to what you have and don’t let anyone get in on yours. The 
gospel says, because Jesus let you in on his (his righteousness, his 
inheritance) you are now empowered to share all that he has given you. 
 
Where we once had to hope in things we could accomplish and wealth we 
could secure, we now hope in the God that sacrificed himself for us, that 
lived perfectly in our place and now gives us by his Spirit all we need for 
life. 
 
Today, live free. Hope in God and don’t let the distractions of our day ever 
move you from your source of hope. 
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October 29  
The Promise of Redemption is Belonging 
 
“And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, ‘You 
are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’” (Hosea 2:23 ESV) 
 
Hosea tells of the spiritual whoredom of God’s people and how they 
continually ran to other gods. But God stays faithful, ever pursuing and 
making a way. Jesus is that way and in his life, death and resurrection, all 
people now have the opportunity to belong, to be among God’s children, 
his people receiving mercy. 
 
For those lost apart from Christ this is tremendous news. Jesus claims you 
as his own and gives you a people to belong to. You are never alone again. 
In his mercy you are free to call him your God and to live from the 
redemption he gives you. 
 
Believer; today live in light of the gospel. Live knowing that Jesus lived, 
died and rose again for you, to give you a place to belong. The merciful God 
has redeemed you. The striving for acceptance is over; you belong. You 
have been pursued and found in Christ. Rejoice! 
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October 30  
For God Alone 
 
“For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation. He 
alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be greatly 
shaken.” (Psalm 62:1–2 ESV) 
 
I have wasted too much time waiting for lesser things. Things that I think 
might be my deliverance from bad situations or the monotony of my 
reality. Maybe you are like that too. But in Christ our ways of waiting 
changes because we have already been given salvation and it has come 
from God alone. 
 
Jesus is our steady rock, our foundation that is not moved. He is our refuge, 
our place of security and protection. And because he has called us his own 
through the work of the cross, there is nothing that can truly shake us, 
move us off our footing and ruin us. In the quiet of our lives we can wait on 
him and know he will save us, because he already has. 
 
This changed everything about how we go through our days. Secure, 
protected and steady. Our personalities change and we have hope in the 
darkest of moments because we know Jesus. 
 
Today as you wait, ask the Lord to remind you of his refuge and care for 
you. Ask that by his Spirit you would rejoice in your salvation. 
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October 31  
He Desires the Heart 
 
“For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather 
than burnt offerings.” (Hosea 6:6 ESV) 
 
God is not after your behavior. He does want you to live for better things 
but that is not the point. God is not after your personal sacrifice. He wants 
you to have different priorities but never to earn his love. No, you cannot 
earn salvation and transformation by your work, your sacrifice, your 
ritual. God is after your heart. 
 
Christ made a way for reconciliation and relationship with God not to be 
earned by received and meant to turn our hearts to him. Steadfast love is 
his desire. Hearts warmed by the gospel and now solely belonging to God. 
That is all he has ever wanted. 
 
When our hearts are his, our live certainly will look different. We will 
value different things and live in counter-cultural ways. But this living will 
not about earning favor or convincing God to love us. It will be done from 
heart transformed by his grace, by the knowledge we have of him. 
 
Today, be reminded to live from Christ; from his love for you and his 
sacrifice to bring you home. Let it change your heart that it would belong 
to God alone for his glory and your good. 
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November 1  
Accumulated Teachers 
 
“preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming 
when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they 
will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and 
will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” (2 
Timothy 4:2–4 ESV) 
 
This is the pastoral call, to preach the word, the truth of Jesus, in and out of 
season. In relationship, from the pulpit, over a good meal, in correction 
always looking to shepherd by teaching. For those of us in Christ and part 
of the church what blessing it is to have teachers living this call. 
 
But they live this call because it won’t be forever that people will sit under 
their teaching and hear the hard truths of sin and repentance leading to 
redemption. For us this is a warning to cherish the word, the gospel, and to 
focus on the things that matter not our own itching ears desiring to hear 
things that approve of our sin. 
 
Because Christ claimed us and found us when we were lost, we no longer 
have to run after silly myths. We are free to continually dine at the table of 
his teaching and exaltation of him alone. Today be reminded of the truth 
we are meant to cling to and ward of the temptation to accumulate 
teachers for your own preferences as the Spirit gives you strength. Then go 
about preaching yourself, sharing the grace of Christ in season and out. 
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November 2  
Monopoly on Joy 
 
“But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult before God; they shall be 
jubilant with joy!” (Psalm 68:3 ESV) 
 
There are so many things in life that attempt to delay, steal or distract us 
from joy. For the Psalmist it was the encroachment of his enemies. For us it 
might be schedules, brokenness of a sinful world or the attacks of our 
spiritual enemy. But in Christ our joy is secured by God. In fact, our joy is as 
secure as Jesus is because he is the blazing center of our joy. 
 
He is the reason, the motivation and the deliverer of our joy. Because of his 
work on the cross we have eternal salvation, an inheritance and help by his 
Spirit. Nothing can touch the most important things about us; that we 
belong to Christ. This is our joy and it infiltrates into all areas of our lives 
bring light, hope and the upward inclination of this joy. 
 
Today run back to the source and center of your joy. Set aside the lesser 
joys the world says you should prioritize and be washed in his grace for 
you and let it raise your face into a smile of untouchable, eternal joy. 
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November 3  
Under the Waves and Saved 
 
“But as for me, my prayer is to you, O LORD. At an acceptable time, O God, 
in the abundance of your steadfast love answer me in your saving 
faithfulness.” (Psalm 69:13 ESV) 
 
The waves crash around us, and it feels like we are underwater. That we 
don’t have the strength to swim anymore, that life is just too much. We 
have all felt it. Maybe you feel it right now. But there is hope. In the 
abundance of God’s steadfast love, he will remain faithful and keep you, 
protect you and deliver you. 
 
For those of us that have faith in Christ, this salvation has already come 
and each wave that attempts to overtake us has no power over us. We are 
protected, strengthened and safe in Jesus’ arms. 
 
What are the waves crashing on you today? You know them better than 
anyone. Make you prayer to Christ, that he would be your help; that he 
would keep you above the waters and deliver you. Know he has saved you 
and in his sovereign rule has you in his care. Face the waves and maybe 
determine to surf on them instead! 
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November 4  
The Lord That Won’t Delay 
 
“May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you! May those who love your 
salvation say evermore, “God is great!” (Psalm 70:4 ESV) 
 
These words come in the midst of a prayer for help, for deliverance from 
the enemies that surround the Psalmist. We can get the sense of the 
request. We have been pinned in before and we know what it feels like to 
cry out for help. But in Christ, we know that the Lord has not delayed. He 
has provided us the ultimate of deliverance by his blood shed for us. 
 
Now we live these words f prayer and praise in our lives. We can rejoice 
and be glad in Jesus because the gift of grace he has given us. We can 
cherish the salvation we that comes from the Lord and we know of his 
greatness because it is declared from the might of creation and the hearts 
transformed by him worshiping in response. 
 
We can also live to pray this for our community, those we love and those 
the Lord has called to be part of his church. That they too would rejoice in 
his goodness, that they would be defined by gladness in Jesus. That they 
would with loud voices sing that “God is great!” 
 
Today, take a moment to make this same proclamation. Know you are 
saved in Christ and he is your joy. Then spread this joy around as you pray 
for others to experience Jesus in the same way. 
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November 5 
Cords of Kindness 
 
“I led them with cords of kindness, with the bands of love, and I became to 
them as one who eases the yoke on their jaws, and I bent down to them and 
fed them.” (Hosea 11:4 ESV) 
 
Israel had been disobedient and they had been sent into exile. Over and 
over again. But God never gave up on them and used his care for these 
people to expand his care to all people. This is how he cares; this is how 
Jesus comes to us. 
 
He leads not with a hammer but with kindness, inviting us forward and 
empowering us to move. He gives us love that we can’t explain. He 
removes our burden and provides for us. Oh that we would realize what we 
have been given in Christ. 
 
Often our circumstances cloud this kindness and love of Christ but it 
remains. It is like the sun on a cloudy day. When the clouds cover it we 
know it is still there and will shine through. As a believer in Jesus we know 
his kindness, his love, his provision remains and we can trust in his care 
for us. 
 
Today, know that the Son is there shining forth. Notice his cords of 
kindness toward you and follow him as he leads you with love. 
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November 6  
Salvation’s Purpose 
 
“So now, O LORD our God, save us, please, from his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O LORD, are God alone.” (2 
Kings 19:19 ESV) 
 
The king is in a pickle. The enemy surrounds. There is not a clear path to 
victory or even escape. And this is his prayer. That the Lord would save 
them so that all the earth would know whom God is. Who the sovereign of 
the universe is. 
 
Jesus works to save us for this same purpose. To increase God’s glory, to 
expand the kingdom of God and to make his name known. Your salvation 
is about this purpose. The gospel came to you on its way to another. And 
what joy that is for us — to reveal Christ as we revel in the gift of salvation 
he has given us. 
 
Maybe today is a good day for you to rejoice in that salvation. Know it is 
secure. The work is finished. You are safe. Jesus is God alone. Through you 
may the world know that he is Lord! 
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November 7  
Our Proud Brother 
 
“For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. 
That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers…” (Hebrews 2:11 ESV) 
 
For those that believe in Jesus, we are destined for sanctification —
 becoming more like him. And the source of that transformation is not our 
own ability but Jesus himself. Because of his work on the cross for you, you 
are perfected in him. You stand before the throne of heaven pure, righteous 
and accepted. 
 
Jesus is also proud to have you. He is not ashamed to call you brother or 
sister, even in your worst moment. He actually celebrates at your salvation 
and trusting in him. 
 
We waste time when we imagine Jesus displeased or stern with us over the 
sin that he died to cover on the cross. He knows exactly what he got 
himself into when he saved you and he calls you family. Done and done. 
 
Rest today in the finished work of Christ and that he is not ashamed of you. 
He loves you. He is transforming you. And he has big plans for you to enjoy 
his grace for all of eternity. 
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November 8 
Consider Jesus 
 
“Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider 
Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession…” (Hebrews 3:1 ESV) 
 
I am so thankful for this reminder to look up. Many days we can feel like all 
we can do is look down and around us with the chaos of life and pursuit of 
all that is before us. But those that have faith in Christ look not to lesser 
things for direction of hope we are to consider Jesus. 
 
How might you consider him today? Consider how he is fully God and fully 
man. How he entered into the mess of humanity to make it right, to correct 
what we made wrong. Consider his perfect life, full obedience, never a 
doubt, never sinning — this life lived in our place. Consider his preaching of 
the coming of the kingdom, the upside-down kingdom that elevates the 
humble and secures those that trust in God. Consider his death, after a 
beating to hang on the cross physically dying, spiritually meeting the full 
weight of wrath against sin as our substitute. Consider his final breaths 
and his declaration that “it is finished.” Consider the tomb where they laid 
his body, the stillness of those days, the unknown. Consider life bursting 
forth from the grave as he rose again. Consider his call to make disciples of 
all preaching the good news he taught and deliverer. Consider his gift of 
the Holy Spirit to empower you to live new. And consider his return and 
forever reign in peace and perfection. 
 
Consider Jesus. Look up and live. 
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November 9  
The Word is Worth It 
 
“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 
(Hebrews 4:12 ESV) 
 
Many days we can approach Scripture as if it is only good for the occasional 
quote to put on our coffee mug, or to inspire our exercise routine and even 
to prove our points in an argument. But the Word is more. It is the thing to 
which we cling because it declares the goodness of God and his purpose for 
his people. It speaks of his grace on every page. It is when we approach it 
knowing that we might be transformed by it. 
 
This is a word that is true, living, vibrant and ready to slice and dice to get 
to the heart of the issue, our heart. It tells us that nothing is hidden and 
still Christ as our High Priest intervenes on our behalf and saves us from 
ourselves. It speaks a word of salvation and sanctification. It reveals our 
present and future glory with Christ. It is worth the effort to consume it 
and know it and be in it regularly. 
 
Today, go deeper than the slogans and inspirational quotes that seem to be 
about personal motivation. Hear of Christ and how he is for you by his 
work on the cross and his resurrection. 
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November 10 
What Was Declared Is Hope 
 
“Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the 
inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; it is 
near,” (Joel 2:1 ESV) 
 
The Lord speaks through is prophet to declare the coming day of the Lord. 
Then it was a warning of judgment, which for many it would still be. But 
for those that have faith in Jesus, in his atoning work on the cross, then the 
promise of the day of the Lord is a great hope of what is to come. 
 
The day of Lord brings the final tune in the brokenness of our world. When 
judgment is complete all the hate, rhetoric, violence and sin of our day will 
be no more. For those covered and claimed in Christ, only rejoicing, 
celebration and the vibrancy of eternity with our Savior. 
 
Be reminded today that this day is coming soon. It is near. Final 
redemption is close and in it we can hope. To see Jesus face to face and 
forever praise him in the perfection of his creation. Let’s look forward to it. 
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November 11  
The Race has been Run and Won 
 
“We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters 
into the inner place behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a 
forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the 
order of Melchizedek.” (Hebrews 6:19–20 ESV) 
 
The world offers a number of things in which people might hope. Maybe it 
is income, a political candidate or the relationship status to be envied. But 
whatever these myriad idols offer, they rarely produce. They lack the 
capacity to fulfill. 
 
We are not left hopeless however. For those that come to faith in Jesus, we 
tap into the true source of hope, the final and only source that is able to 
produce what is promised; forgiveness of sin, new life and eternity of 
experiencing the presence of God. 
 
All that was required has been finished, the race has been run and won by 
the forerunner, Jesus that has gone before, forging the way and bringing us 
all the way home. 
 
As we live now, we are invited into the race, but we must keep in mind that 
it has already been finished and won by our Savior, now we just run the 
victory lap. Today, run well, you have already won in Christ. 
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November 12  
We Still Petition 
 
“Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved!” (Psalm 80:3 
ESV) 
 
We have in Christ an amazing gift. By his grace and his work for us, we 
have eternal security, empowerment to live well, hope for the future, and a 
family of other believers to remind us of these truths. But life can still be 
hard. We still live in the midst of a broken and hurting world and we war 
against our own flesh and the vulgarity and filth it desires. 
 
We then live looking to Christ and we still petition, for help, for presence 
and for salvation in the thick of things. God delights to answer this prayer 
after all he already has saved us, but from difficult situations and the false 
hopes we may have held, he saves us over and over again. 
 
You know just what mess you are facing right now. And you are not alone. 
God knows and he will remain with you and answer your prayers. Today 
seek him and ask for his face to shine on you that you may be saved! 
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November 13  
Listening and Singing 
 
“Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of Jacob!” (Psalm 
81:1 ESV) 
 
The Psalmist hears and recites the words of God and his desire for his 
people to listen to him and walk in his ways. Where worship at the reality 
of who God is and how he is the strength of his people is suppose to 
engender faithful living, it did not in the lives of Israel and they were 
exiled, far from their perceived blessing. There response to what God had 
done was lacking. 
 
Fast forward to the full and final expression of grace that we have in Christ. 
He comes to redeem a people so that they would never face exile that their 
response would be motivated by the extravagance of what has already 
been given and those gifts would remain even if the response was lacking. 
This is the cruciform difference between the Psalmist’s lyrics and our lives 
in Christ. There is no exile. 
 
In Christ we are secure, freed from the bondage of sin and newly free to 
worship him in response to his strength and grace. Because of that 
security, when we falter or our worship and lives are lackluster, we are still 
claimed, made righteous and free in Jesus. Free to get back up, worship and 
live, walking in his ways again. 
 
Today be reminded of your security in Christ and your freedom to worship. 
Sing aloud of Christ and his strength, his righteousness given to you. Shout 
for joy that you are his. And live. Walk with Jesus in his grace and with a 
smile on your face. 
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November 14  
Done and Done 
 
“But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is appointed for man to die 
once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to 
bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to 
save those who are eagerly waiting for him.” (Hebrews 9:26–28 ESV) 
 
We have heard the crescendo of the gospel, Christ’s atoning work on the 
cross accomplished once-for-all. All sin covered, wrath fully satiated. Now 
we live in it. On this side of no condemnation, of righteousness given to us 
as a gift, of power to live its implications for Christ’s glory. And we also live 
waiting for the final redemption — his return and bringing home those that 
eagerly wait. 
 
Years ago I might tell you that I couldn’t describe myself as someone 
eagerly waiting for Jesus. I certainly appreciated the grace he has given and 
the work he took on as my substitute but I wanted to live my own life 
awhile longer, under my terms. Now today I find myself much more in the 
eagerly waiting category. I have seen enough of life to long for Jesus to 
bring us home, to remove sin and brokenness, to end disease and hardship. 
To be our radiant light day and night. 
 
Oh that we would all eagerly wait for him. That we would live knowing 
fully the depth of his once for all sacrifice and how the game has 
completely changed. That we would also wait looking forward, 
anticipating his return, his voice, his presence, fully and finally. 
 
Maybe today you will find yourself waiting with new expectancy… that is 
my prayer. 
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November 15  
Show and Tell 
 
“Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation. Let me 
hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to 
his saints; but let them not turn back to folly.” (Psalm 85:7–8 ESV) 
 
One of the more normative things about life as a human, no matter what 
time in history you live, there is always uncertainty, rejection of God and 
his people. This just happens to be our time. 
 
To that reality the Word of God speaks something better. That his 
faithfulness, his never-stopping love, would go on and in this gift of 
salvation he speaks peace to his people, a peace that motivates our 
continued pursuit of him. 
 
We can mistakenly listen to all kinds of other messages, less redeeming 
and certainly less authoritative, but it is when we tune in and hear what 
the LORD will speak that our lives begin to fire on all cylinders. In Christ he 
has spoken a word of forgiveness, of security, of permanent salvation. In 
Christ he has called us his own, his very children set for our share of an 
inheritance. In Christ he has called us good, wearing the righteousness of 
Jesus. 
 
Now from those words we can live, not to turn back toward the folly that 
once held us captive, but to press on after Jesus, empowered by his Spirit. 
Today, hear what the Lord will speak over you. Rejoice in him and live. 
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November 16  
The Faithful and Those in Christ 
 
“And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, since God had provided something better for us, that 
apart from us they should not be made perfect.” (Hebrews 11:39–40 ESV) 
 
There have been so many great faithful heroes in Scripture. Those that live 
leaning into God’s promise and care for them. In Hebrews we call the 
description of some of them the Hall of Faith. But God’s goal is not for us to 
merely be in their ranks, it is for us to have something better. 
 
In Christ we have the better something… we have his faithfulness as our 
own because by Jesus’ life, death and resurrection we have received the 
promise. No longer judged on our ability to keep up or even have our 
deficits covered by the Savior. He does it all, we bring nothing to the table 
and his perfection redeems us and gives us new purpose and power to live 
it. 
 
Today you can live like you are trying to earn a place in the Hall of Faith or 
you can live knowing you all ready have one given to you by Jesus. The 
good and better way is the Jesus way. Rejoice, his faithfulness has made 
you faithful. 
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November 17  
Endured for You 
 
“Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so 
that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.” (Hebrews 12:3 ESV) 
 
It is that time of year when the checklists of all that must be done pile up. 
All the parties, the presents, the people… it must all be managed, or we 
suffer from the lack of those things. Either way we can end up tired, cranky 
and in need of rest. 
 
This is what Jesus has provided for us. He took on all the violence the world 
had to offer. Harassment, whips, death itself. All so that you may not grow 
weary or fainthearted as you live where he has put you. Think about the 
weight of what Jesus took on. Let it sink in… all the hostility endured for 
you. 
 
Now we will wear down and face uncertainty but we can do so not losing 
heart or faith. We know Jesus has won and his promise to care for us 
stands and has the power of the Creator of the universe behind it. 
 
Today, rest easy knowing what Jesus took on to give you hope. Live in that 
hope and fight sin. Live in that hope and worship. 
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November 18  
Grace and Strange Teachings 
 
“Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the 
heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited 
those devoted to them.” (Hebrews 13:9 ESV) 
 
The list of strange teachings one might find today would be quite long. We 
love to find some sliver of truth and expound it to a whole lifestyle or 
process to achieve an end. But they all tend to collapse in on themselves 
over time and we are left unfulfilled and weak have expended our energy 
running after silliness. Strange teachings abound. 
 
But there is a place we were meant to reside in and be energized rather than 
wasted. It is the grace of Christ. It is good to be strengthened by grace. We 
might attempt to be strengthened by the law, or some new law we create 
but they will not give us anything, they only rob us of joy and vitality. But 
the grace we are given in Christ, by believing in him, his life, death and 
resurrection, it empowers us to live and secures us in the grip of the 
sustainer of the universe. 
 
Today, run toward this grace not away from it. Know of the favor you have 
been given in Christ; that you are now a child of God, safe, and set for all of 
life. Rejoice in this grace. Be strengthened by this grace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 330	

November 19  
Know This 
 
“Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the 
righteousness of God. Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant 
wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able 
to save your souls.” (James 1:19–21 ESV) 
 
Because you belong to Jesus, know that you can live different now. You can 
be quick to listen, slow to opine, slow to boil over. What wisdom this would 
be in our day! Our anger, our indignation is not the source of our 
righteousness so we can set it all aside and instead humbly hear the Word 
of God’s grace for us in Christ — the truth that saves. 
 
Our flesh demands that we be the aggressor, that we establish our opinion 
above all others and respond in anger when others disagree or get in our 
way. But the better way of Jesus calls us to something more worthwhile. 
That we would be the people known for careful collection of information, a 
steady and somber voice and peaceful. This is what transformation, 
becoming more like Christ looks like and he has promised to make us like 
him by his Spirit. 
 
Know the better way. Put away the trash. Pray for right responsiveness to 
life. And lean into the grace of Christ today to remind you of your salvation 
and the life you have been brought into. 
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November 20  
God Answers and Rescues 
 
“When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will 
rescue him and honor him.” (Psalm 91:15 ESV) 
 
This is God’s voice written into the Psalm. When the righteous man calls 
his will answer. He will dwell with him even in the troubles of life and he 
will rescue and honor. Now the required righteousness has become ours in 
Christ Jesus so this voice is for each of us. 
 
Wherever you are, whatever you are facing, because you believe in Jesus, 
you are heard, you have God with you in trials and he will rescue and 
honor you. What news this is for us as we face our day! 
 
From this truth we can pray knowing it is worthwhile and trust that God in 
his sovereign care is with us and will provide the help we need, the rescue 
we long for. And it all leads to glory, being honored as his for eternity. 
 
Today, pray knowing God’s promise. You are righteous in Christ and he 
answers and rescues. 
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November 21  
Seeking and Remembering 
 
“Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually! Remember 
the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles and the judgments he 
uttered,” (1 Chronicles 16:11–12 ESV) 
 
The Ark of the Covenant has finally been brought to Jerusalem and the 
people are rejoicing. Worship is the order of the day and these lines stick 
out from the chorus. Seek and remember. Seek the Lord and his strength 
for his people, his empowerment and his presence. Remember what he has 
accomplished, the works he has done… and keep on worshiping! 
 
We no longer have the Ark but we do have the source of the New Covenant, 
Jesus himself. By his Spirit we know of his strength and his presence, even 
today. We can also remember his miraculous work, not only the stories we 
read in Scripture, but the miracle of our own lives and how we have faith in 
him — being a Christian is a miracle if there ever was one! 
 
From this reminder we keep on seeking, keep asking for help and to know 
he is with us. And we keep on worshiping. 
 
As a believer in Jesus, you are one of the wondrous works. Rejoice. Seek 
more of Jesus and respond by living a life of worship before him. 
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November 22  
Appointed 
 
“And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was 
in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.” (Jonah 1:17 ESV) 
 
We love the story of Jonah. It is one the kids are surely to learn in Sunday 
School, after all the guy gets swallowed by a huge fish! Adults also like it 
because it reveals how God keeps his wrath from those that repent… and 
pastors like it because we can tell you just how hard nosed we all are but we 
should still follow God’s commands! 
 
The story is brilliant for so many reason and especially so because Jesus 
makes the claim of being a better and truer Jonah as he has the “sign” of 
this prophet. 
 
Verse 17 gives us another facet of this splendid prophet. Of course it 
involves the fish! But notice that the Lord appointed the fish. Here we have 
God in all of his sovereignty. This is the Lord who made the waves to be 
overwhelming for the boat and that determined for the fish to take Jonah 
where he belonged. God is fully in control. 
 
Even when Jonah thinks he is getting away, he is in his own will playing 
into God’s sovereign decree. What an amazing authority God has to 
appoint creatures for his purpose and will. 
 
Fast forward to your life; God has not lessened or lost his sovereignty. Just 
as with Jonah he is working his plan and you, free will and all, are playing 
right into his plan and purpose. Let this truth encourage you today. Jesus is 
in control. Live and don’t freak out. God has this! 
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November 23  
The Beginning is Near 
 
“You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 
hand.” (James 5:8 ESV) 
 
The life of the Christian is one of anticipation and really one of urgency. 
The time is short — even if it takes a life of eighty years. Jesus has promised 
to return and we wait for him, for the completion of his rule and reign, for 
the end of sin and the corruption of the fall. 
 
Here James is reminding us of the nearness, not of the “end” but the grand 
beginning of eternity with Christ. In that nearness we are patient, trusting 
his promise and we are engaged in establishing our hearts, firmly planting 
the gospel into our lives that we might stand like a cedar of Lebanon. 
 
Today, be reminded of the nearness of Christ. Not only by the Spirit, 
indwelling you right now, but his nearness in coming to remake and 
restore earth, to make it our real home. It can seem so far off, especially 
when we mark James’ words on a calendar and notice they appear two 
thousand years ago. But Jesus’ approach is still upon us and we live 
knowing it, expectant. 
 
Then establish your heart. Surrender yourself to the goodness and grace of 
Christ. You are his. Rest in that. Rejoice in that. And live like you know it. 
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November 24  
For a Future Audience 
 
“It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in 
the things that have now been announced to you through those who 
preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things 
into which angels long to look.” (1 Peter 1:12 ESV) 
 
The words of the prophets were for you. All of the prefiguring of Christ, the 
promise of a Messiah, the hope of true salvation — it was meant for a future 
audience which we are part of. The glory of the gospel presented to us, was 
what the whole of Scripture was about, it all pointed here and we benefit 
because we can know Jesus. 
 
We can now read all of the prophets, the books of the Bible, as pointing to 
Christ, as meant for us, to show us the goodness and steadfast love of God 
in providing himself to be the suffering servant that took on our sin and 
gives us his righteousness. It should make us rejoice, to know that the 
redemptive plan of all times lands at our door and we can believe in the 
king of the universe! 
 
But it is not only us who get excited about it. The gospel is such amazing 
news that even angels long to look into its truths, its grace and redemption. 
Imagine that. Angels are engrossed by the glory of the gospel. They 
worship and celebrate at its proclamation and love to see its ramifications 
unfold across history. 
 
You are part of something that ancient prophets wrote about — it was 
meant for you. This truth that makes the angels take notice can once again 
free us to worship Jesus. Today, rejoice in the redemption that you have 
been invited into. 
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November 25  
We Are His 
 
“Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we 
are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his 
name!” (Psalm 100:3–4 ESV) 
 
Read those words again. You are his. You are the Lord’s. The creator and 
sustainer of the universe imagined you and sent his son to save you, that 
he would be you shepherd. Now because of Christ you can stand in the 
presence of God, you can enter his courts not only with confidence but also 
with genuine thanksgiving, with resounding praise. 
 
Living through our routines we often grow numb to this reality or become 
distracted away from the goodness of our standing in Christ. Today you 
can reclaim this truth. Let it warm your soul, knowing that you are claimed 
and cared for by the only Shepherd that would truly sacrifice himself for 
the flock. 
 
Give thanks. Bless the name of the Lord. Thank him with your words and 
your life, your choices, your time and your joy. We are his. Rejoice! 
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November 26  
Reclaiming Lament 
 
“Hear my prayer, O LORD; let my cry come to you! Do not hide your face 
from me in the day of my distress! Incline your ear to me; answer me 
speedily in the day when I call!” (Psalm 102:1–2 ESV) 
 
Lament, petition with passion, is modeled in the Psalms because it is for us. 
To cry out to the Lord when things hurt, when the answer is not clear and 
when we are in need. In our churches we don’t sing laments during 
worship, we don’t hear them prayed from our pulpits but they are meant 
for us, to seek the Lord. 
 
Our lament can match our emotion; Christ knows it better than we do. We 
can unleash because we are cared for. 
 
And lament also leads us to the truth of who we pray to. The sovereign 
Lord of all. The one who is faithful, whose steadfast love translate to grace 
upon grace for us. 
 
Today, be free to lament. Cry out to God. Remind yourself of his provision 
and care for you. Rest in Christ’s work for you. 
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November 27  
Gospel Psalm 
 
“He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to 
our iniquities.” (Psalm 103:10 ESV) 
 
If ever there was a gospel psalm (which they all are) here it is. For those 
that are his, God does not deal with us according to our sins, our 
unfaithfulness is not the measure of our worth but his grace in Christ. 
 
This is the good news of Jesus. Because of his substitution of an obedient 
life and on the cross for us, we know are made righteous, covered, saved for 
all of eternity. God now deals with us as he “deals” with Jesus. It really is 
that good. 
 
Today we can rejoice in this gospel truth. We can live for holiness because 
Christ has given us his. God in his grace does not repay according to your 
iniquities! 
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November 28  
Grace to Stand 
 
“I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true 
grace of God. Stand firm in it.” (1 Peter 5:12 ESV) 
 
Peter’s whole point of ministry is to reveal the true grace of God — the death 
defeating work of Jesus on the cross and the new child status of all who 
believe. None of this is determined by behavior, a keeping of the law, but 
solely through faith in the Savior. What glorious news this is for us that 
believe in Jesus. 
 
Peter’s exhortation, and that of all of Scripture really, is then also meant to 
equip us for standing firm on this message of grace, this gospel of Christ. 
We need not fall back into old ways of slavery to fleeting emotions or 
schemes, we can stand on the gift of grace that we have in Jesus. We can 
face all that life throws at us, because we are secure in the grace of Jesus. 
 
Today, stand firm in this grace, true grace of Christ’s work for you and his 
glory to come. Let it fuel you to live a life of love and rejoice that this grace 
has come to you! 
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November 29  
Future Source 
 
“It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of 
the LORD shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and it shall 
be lifted up above the hills; and peoples shall flow to it,” (Micah 4:1 ESV) 
 
This is the place to come, the place of peace. All of the craziness of this 
broken world will be resolved when the “mountain” comes, when Jesus 
returns to reign and dwell with his people for eternity. This is our hope and 
this is our destination. 
 
Judgment then salvation for those that believe in the Son. Renewed 
priorities, renewed minds and bodies, a renewed existence as children of 
God. 
 
We have many things today that will attempt to draw us toward them, to 
flow to them, but in Christ we have him as a source above all other things 
that we can flow to, that we can lean into. Set aside the distractions and 
other lures, turn to Jesus. Experience his grace and peace. Live toward the 
mountain of the house of the Lord. 
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November 30 
Merry Christmas Indeed 
 
“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans 
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.” (Micah 5:2 ESV) 
 
The promise was true, the babe has come, the ruler of the kingdom has 
risen from Bethlehem. He is the promised one of old, from ancient days. 
The Messiah that would save his people and begin a new family all relying 
on him. Jesus is the promised one and he has come. Merry Christmas 
indeed. 
 
We have many opportunities to miss the point and providence of 
Christmas. The work parties, the presents under the tree, the family 
dynamics… But Christmas is meant to remind us of this promise that has 
been kept. Of the king that comes as a babe; how God himself enters into 
the chaos of humanity to resolve the problem and claim a people. 
 
Each time we see the prophetic voice telling of his coming we have a fresh 
invitation to celebrate that he has. This is what Micah is for us, this is what 
Scripture is for us; a reminder and deliverer of the grace of Christ. He was 
foretold, anticipated and witnesses. Now he is remembered and 
experienced through the Word and by his Spirit. 
 
Today, see Jesus. See him in the prophetic promise and see him working 
redemption in your life right now. Turn to him. Celebrate the gift that he is 
and have a Merry Christmas indeed. 
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December 1  
A Sense of Timing 
 
“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9 ESV) 
 
We have often reflected on the future grace we will receive when Jesus 
returns, when he claims his people and eternity begins. It is something we 
can long for, but do’t get discouraged in the waiting. Jesus is right on time. 
 
He will surely come, he has promised it and he is not slow to fulfill his 
promise as we might describe slowness. He is graciously giving time so 
others may know his loving kindness that leads to repentance, that they 
too would be saved. In our waiting then, we can rejoice in the grace of it. 
 
Jesus waited for us and now is moving in the lives of others and he will get 
all that he has decreed from the beginning of time to be his. Not one will 
miss what they are supposed to experience. What great news, that Jesus is 
patient and desires for all to be saved. 
 
Today, as you wait for breakthrough, maybe even Christ’s return, know it 
is coming through on God’s timing. Rejoice in his grace for you and others 
and look forward to seeing Jesus face to face. 
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December 2  
Melody with Our Whole Being 
 
“My heart is steadfast, O God! I will sing and make melody with all my 
being!” (Psalm 108:1 ESV) 
 
I love Christmas and caroling, singing the old familiar and theologically 
rich songs of the holiday. Songs that declare the goodness of God in 
fulfilling the promise of a Savior by coming himself as a babe in a manger. 
Singing these songs brings up memories from childhood and the memories 
of meeting Jesus and believing in him. I wonder if this is sort of like singing 
and making melody with all my being. 
 
The Psalmist sings this way because of who God is and what he has done. 
That is also why we sing, but it seems there is more of a wholeness to this 
singing. Too often I sing words while contemplating everything else about 
life. But like the carols of old, when I right see what Jesus has done and 
respond to it, I can sing focused on his grace, recounting in my mind the 
times he has revealed his faithfulness and giving it my all. 
 
You can sing this way today. Be reminded of the cross and all that Jesus has 
done. Cling to him and sing to him. Praise him for who he is and what he 
has done and let him have all of you. It is what you were meant for, live it 
out! 
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December 3  
Studying the works of the Lord 
 
“Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them. Full 
of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures 
forever.” (Psalm 111:2–3 ESV) 
 
There is so much noise in our lives. The schedules, the responsibilities, the 
people we love and those we are required to interact with. It can all add up 
to some hefty distraction and lead us to miss some important things, 
specifically, the great works God has done and is doing in our lives and 
around us for his glory and our good. 
 
But his works are there, undergirding all things, his creative genius and his 
upholding authority. And oh the work of the cross, what a miracle and 
wonder that God himself would be our substitute meeting wrath for sin 
and defeating death once-for-all. Then Jesus’ resurrection and the new life 
it promises us in salvation. Also the little things, the subtle kindnesses we 
experience, the grace of rain on parched land and the sustaining wind of 
the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers (not such a little thing!) 
 
It is these works, the unending works of splendor, majesty, and 
righteousness that we are now free to delight in, to enjoy as we live. In our 
delight, in our thanksgiving for them, we can study them, pursue them, 
read, hear, and tell of them. That we would be reminded once again of 
Christ’s great work for us and that we might proclaim it so others can 
experience it too. 
 
Today, pick a few of the great works of the Lord in your life, be it salvation 
or the provision of a new day, think about it, savor it, rejoice in the giver of 
that gift. Rest in his wondrous works. 
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December 4  
Seeing the Love 
 
“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him.” (1 John 3:1 ESV) 
 
This is really the white-hot center of Christianity. This should be the 
refrain of all of our preaching, all of our singing and our entire ministry to 
one another. “See what kind of love the Father has for you!” 
 
That he would come to sinners and the broken and pour out his love to us, 
to call us children of God. The light of the world, Jesus, comes and gives us 
the right to be children and it is not done by the will of the flesh or will of 
man, but by the will of God. By his love. 
 
Oh the joy of knowing him and his love. Can you see this love that you have 
been given?! What great news when we are weary and tired. What great 
news when things are going good and we have a genuine smile. What all 
around great news! 
 
Today, see the love the Father has given to us. You, in Christ, are a child of 
God. This changes everything. 
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December 5  
Blessed Impressive and Unknown 
 
“he will bless those who fear the LORD, both the small and the great.” 
(Psalm 115:13 ESV) 
 
Much of our lives are built around the idea of arriving, of achieving the list 
of accomplishments that will prove our worth and make us generally 
desirable to others. It is hamster wheel of never ending pursuit and the 
elusiveness of arrival, there is never enough and we never feel like we have 
quite arrived. 
 
This translates into our faith as well and we live as if earning some 
approval from God will change our circumstances or “favor” we 
experience. But in Christ, as those that believe in him and rely on him for 
empowerment, we have been approved and their is no greater arrival than 
being a child of God. 
 
The Lord blesses those that know him, stand in awe and respect his rule, 
both great and small. Both those with great resumes and those without. 
Both rich and the poor. Both the impressive and the unknown. 
 
Wherever you fall in between these two, small and great, you are loved, 
blessed and claimed by Christ. He secured the blessing for you by his 
obedience to the Father and now you enjoy the benefits, you are free to live 
obediently because of his righteousness for you. 
 
Live this out today. Know you are blessed. The Lord has you where he 
wants you and you are on the way to where he wants you to go. Rejoice. 
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December 6  
Walls Can’t Hold Him 
 
“But will God indeed dwell with man on the earth? Behold, heaven and the 
highest heaven cannot contain you, how much less this house that I have 
built!” (2 Chronicles 6:18 ESV) 
 
There is a wise humility in Solomon’s prayer of dedication at the temple 
that has been built for the Lord. In a world where gods only existed in 
temples and some hidden caves, here is the true God who can’t be 
contained. Worship would be directed to this place and it would stand as a 
reminder of God’s care and faithfulness to his covenant to his people. 
 
But there is an answer to Solomon’s rhetorical question that he may not 
expect. Will God indeed dwell with man on earth? Yes. He surely will. He 
has and will one day do so for all of eternity. While walls can’t hold him, 
flesh and bone could as Jesus takes on his full humanity in order to redeem 
a people. He is the temple now and has made his church, those that believe 
in him the temple as well. The Spirit dwells within us, indeed he does! 
 
The God who can’t be contained in the expanse of the universe chooses to 
dwell among his creation for his glory and our good. What great news this 
is for us. To know God personally, to see buildings as mere memorials to 
what God has done but see what he is doing in people as his faithfulness in 
flesh and blood. 
 
Today be reminded of the God that dwells with you in Christ. Worship 
him. Pray prayers of thanksgiving. And let you life be transformed by the 
God that dwells in you. 
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December 7  
Waiting it Out 
 
“For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end — it will 
not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.” 
(Habakkuk 2:3 ESV) 
 
The promise that the righteous shall live by faith has come, the hope of 
deliverance is given. And still the people wait. For still the vision awaits. 
Thankfully though it has an appointed time, it will not delay. 
 
Of course the promise is of Jesus, that he will come and redeem his people, 
claim outsiders for his kingdom and free the righteous to live by faith. He 
did come… but long after Habakkuk spoke these words. We can now 
rejoice in the waiting and the arrival of our Savior as we await his return. 
 
Christmas is a season of waiting it out. Rejoicing at the incarnation, that 
the babe in the manger is the promise of God that would grow to live an 
obedient life and die in our place. And in him, in Jesus, redeemed, saved 
and transformed, we have a new vision given to us, of his final work of 
redemption when he comes to reign and dwell with us for eternity. 
 
It is now this vision, which has an appointed time that will surely come. It 
will not delay and we wait for it. We can patiently anticipate its coming 
because we live in the wake of Jesus’ arrival, ministry and sin shattering 
blood. 
 
Today let the promise that has come be your fuel. Wait upon the promise 
to come of an end of suffering and the beginning of forever. Rejoice. 
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December 8  
Rejoicing Come What May 
 
“Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the 
produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off 
from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the 
LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation.” (Habakkuk 3:17–18 ESV) 
 
The Prophet has tapped into something wonderful. In the thick of a hard 
life, the let downs of fruitlessness, even after labor, he rejoices in the Lord 
because of his salvation. Habakkuk has see the promise of salvation and 
trusts that God will keep his word so now he can face whatever hardship 
comes his way. It is the way of those that live in relationship with the only 
Promise Keeper, Jesus. 
 
Can we say the same thing today? My prayer is that we can. While many 
things attempt to distract us from the goodness of our salvation, no matter 
how fruitful our work or the field of our labors, we can rejoice in Jesus. 
That he has taken on the finality of our toil. That he has solved sin and 
defeated death on our behalf. That he will return one day to remove our 
suffering for all time. These are the things that give us joy. This is the God 
of our salvation. 
 
May we rejoice all the more this year, come what may, because we have 
Jesus. 
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December 9  
Called and Kept 
 
“To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus 
Christ: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.” (Jude 1:1–2 ESV) 
 
There is so much worthwhile news in Jude’s little letter to the church. But 
it begins with the glorious reality of life in Christ; you are called, beloved 
and kept. 
 
Jesus came to save and you have salvation because he called you. Because 
he sacrificed himself in your place, knowing you fully while he spoke his 
final words on the cross declaring ‘it is finished.’ By the Spirit’s beckon you 
have faith in Jesus as a called one, set aside, made holy in faith in him. 
 
Being called you are now beloved in God the Father. The Father loves you 
exactly as he love his Son Jesus. Let that sink in. How amazing is that?! By 
receiving the righteousness of Christ you have child status and are the 
Father’s beloved, part of the family forever. 
 
In this calling and belong to the Father you are also kept for Jesus. The 
truth of it is you are both kept for and by Jesus — kept from stumbling by 
his grace and the empowerment of the Spirit, and kept for him for all of 
eternity secure in relationship to him. Nothing can get between you and 
your savior, ever. You are as secure as Jesus is. 
 
From these truths mercy, peace and love are multiplied to you. Latch on to 
this truth today. You are called and kept and enjoy the benefits of the grace 
of Christ everyday and forever. 
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December 10  
Desire for More 
 
“You are good and do good; teach me your statutes.” (Psalm 119:68 ESV) 
 
We are nearing the time of year to start strategizing resolutions for the 
year to come. How many of us will attempt a new exercise routine or 
budgeting process. Maybe we will even be determined to read the Bible 
everyday. It is well worth it but where do we get the motivation to do any 
of it? 
 
Of course I can’t really speak to the exercise (just do it, its good for you) or 
the budgeting (be a wise steward of what God provides) but when it comes 
to diving into the Word I think our motivation is a gift, just like that of 
salvation, all by the grace of God. 
 
The author of Psalm 119 loves the Word, the law or teachings of God. And 
in this one little verse we see a taste of the motivation I am talking about. 
You are good and do good. Because of who God is and what he has done, 
there is a desire to learn his statutes. 
 
For us, as believers in Christ, this hits the spot. Because of who Jesus is and 
what he has done, our hearts are increasingly inclined to desire more of 
him. To see him in Scripture and live a transformed life empowered by his 
Spirit. 
 
Today, pray this prayer, ‘Jesus because you are good and have done such 
amazing good, teach me your way, teach me of your holiness and new life 
in you.’ May God give us this desire for more. 
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December 11 
The Giddy God 
 
“The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will 
rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult 
over you with loud singing.” (Zephaniah 3:17 ESV) 
 
Jesus comes into the world, lives a perfectly obedient life and dies as our 
substitute on the cross. He is risen three days later and all of life changes 
from that moment. All of creation is now headed toward a renewal, a 
remaking and it is a tremendously good thing to expect. Something else 
huge happened in that moment, and when we believed in Jesus, God’s 
continence toward us becomes one the excited Father rejoicing over his 
children. 
 
Now, in Christ, this prophetic word from Zephaniah is ours. God is with us 
by his Spirit, we are saved in Christ and he rejoices over us, he comforts us 
with his love and he exults, he gets carried away in singing over us. 
 
Hear that again, God see you and he dances and sings with resounding 
happiness. He so loves you that he can’t and doesn’t contain it. No 
disappointment, only gladness. Let this truth seep into all the cracks of 
your soul today. 
 
God, in Christ, is utterly pleased with you and he rejoices over you. You are 
free to rejoice in him. 
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December 12  
A Shield of Hope 
 
“You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in your word.” (Psalm 
119:114 ESV) 
 
God’s provision and protect of us is unparalleled in Christ. We are saved by 
the work of another, loved as his own and empowered by his Spirit to live a 
life of adventure for him. He is our place of rest and hiding, he is our shield 
of protection and his word over us is our hope. 
 
In our day and age there a lot of things we can do to protect ourselves. Just 
yesterday a young man in the church was sharing with me ways in which 
we can protect ourselves from danger be it in the wild or the mall parking 
lot. We are keen on protection and we have it fully in Christ. 
 
We are never outside the bounds of his sovereignty and we can trust his 
care and his promises to us to bring us all the way home. It is his Word that 
reveals those promises and where we find our hope. 
 
Today, know you are protected. Jesus has a purpose and a plan for you. And 
it matches his promise. See it in his word. Take hope in him and live! 
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December 13 
Laying it Down Now and Then 
 
“And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to 
him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-
four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship 
him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, 
saying, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were 
created.” (Revelation 4:9–11 ESV) 
 
This is where we are headed and let’s not miss the beauty of it. The elders, 
the saints, all falling down to worship the Lamb, Jesus. They cast their 
crowns, their rewards, at his feet, giving back all glory, honor and power to 
the One who is worthy. 
 
It is a beautiful picture of letting go of our own gifts and treasures for the 
glory of Christ — because is the One that is worthy of all glory. This is what 
we will be like before his throne, no comparing of rewards or how good we 
were. But only worshipping the One deserving. 
 
This is something not only meant and lived out in the second coming, or 
heaven, but we can live this right now. We can lay down all the things we 
cling to at the feet of Christ and live for him, not those things. We need the 
Lord to work this in our hearts and it is a prayer that I am sure he is pleased 
to answer. So today, why not ask for help — “Lord, help me to lay down all 
the lesser things and worship you, live for your glory.” See how he might 
respond and live. 
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December 14 
Every Creature Worshiping 
 
“And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the 
throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever 
and ever!” (Revelation 5:13 ESV) 
 
One day the indifference will be gone. The nonchalance in relation to God 
will melt away and all that will remain is every creature exalting the Lord. 
It is now what all of creation groans for whether we realize it or not and for 
those of us in Christ it is a great reminder we were meant for and are 
headed to something so much better than life as we know it. 
 
He will be worshiped because of his perfection, his power and his glory. 
Because of who Jesus is and what he has done for us, we can get in on the 
action now, worshiping him for redemption, the forgiveness of sins and 
the new hope he gives us. Each of us as worship leaders for all of creation 
before the One who sits on the throne. 
 
Today, worship, turn your eyes to Jesus, who he is and what he has done. 
Thank him. Rest in him. And invite others to join you. 
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December 15  
Join Themselves to the Lord 
 
“And many nations shall join themselves to the LORD in that day, and shall 
be my people. And I will dwell in your midst, and you shall know that the 
LORD of hosts has sent me to you.” (Zechariah 2:11 ESV) 
 
A vision of diversity, of many peoples dwelling with God and calling him 
Lord. What a vision it is, and as believers in Christ at this very moment we 
are playing part in this joining to the Lord. 
 
He has made us ambassadors of reconciliation, of hope, that we would 
invite others to know Jesus and experience forgiveness and freedom in 
him. It is the new purpose we gain in Christ. And it all leads to this glorious 
moment in the future when Christ returns to dwell with his bride, the 
church, forever. When many voices will rejoice together in thanksgiving 
before him. 
 
Today, set you mind toward that day. This is the day that Christmas hints 
as and that each days since points to. Final redemption in Christ. May we 
long for it, anticipate it and rejoice along the way. 
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December 16 
New Clothes 
 
“And the angel said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the 
filthy garments from him.” And to him he said, “Behold, I have taken your 
iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with pure vestments.” 
(Zechariah 3:4 ESV) 
 
The image that catches the Prophet’s eye is a vision of reality for all those 
that believe in Jesus. And what a grand and glorious vision it is. 
 
For many of us Christmas brings at least one item of clothing to add to the 
closet. New clothes in the form a gift. Of course we at times prefer the 
technology and shiny things under the tree, but new clothes are usually 
what we need and they are helpful at the right time. Spiritually, it is the 
new clothes we receive in Jesus, his garments of righteousness, that make 
all the difference. 
 
We stand filthy and stained. Soiled by our sin and the war that is the battle 
against temptation and the enemy. But in faith in Christ, these are no 
longer our clothes. We are made pure, refined and presentable in Jesus. He 
clothes us, he adorns us with his glory and goodness. 
 
Like a wild tree cleaned and decorated for the holiday, we stand, even now, 
before the throne of Heaven, washed, dressed and ready to party with our 
brother Jesus. This is the perfect present, given to us by the love of God. 
Rejoice in it. Know you wear new clothes, your iniquity has been taken and 
you are free to worship Jesus. 
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December 17  
Gladness on Tap 
 
“The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad.” (Psalm 126:3 ESV) 
It is the season for ‘Joy to the World,’ and what better joy could we find 
than to have forgiveness of sin and new life in Christ?! It is true, the Lord 
has done great things for us, and we are glad. 
 
This is actually the recipe for gladness in our lives, the realization that God 
has really done wonderful things. That Jesus has served as our substitute 
and gives us his righteousness, there is no better thing! That the Spirit 
empowers us toward holiness and real life in Christ. What great things the 
Lord has done. 
 
Today, tap into this gladness. Be reminded of all that the Lord has done for 
you and that he will do for you. Rejoice and let your gladness flow to others 
that they too might know the grace of Christ. 
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December 18  
With You There Is Forgiveness 
 
“But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared. I wait for the 
LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;” (Psalm 130:4–5 ESV) 
 
I have reached an age where it seems like I do a lot of waiting. Sure when 
you are a kid you can’t wait to grow up and be an adult, but now as an adult 
I am amazed at how much time I spend waiting. Waiting on my family, 
waiting on circumstances to shift. Waiting on God to reveal his provision 
in my life. Waiting on the sanctification that is promised in Christ. It is a 
lot of waiting. 
 
But the wait is worth it because it is in Jesus that there is forgiveness that 
we even have something worthwhile to wait for! Since we have 
experienced so much of the goodness of God in our salvation we can hope 
in his Word, knowing that it too will surely come through. 
 
Wherever you are today, however long you have waited, hold on. 
Forgiveness is in Jesus. New life is in Jesus. He is coming again for his bride. 
His Word is true. Rest and rejoice in him. 
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December 19  
A Return to Home 
 
“And those who are far off shall come and help to build the temple of the 
LORD. And you shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you. And 
this shall come to pass, if you will diligently obey the voice of the LORD 
your God.” (Zechariah 6:15 ESV) 
 
I am of the generation that sung, “We Are the World.” It was a hopeful 
reminder that we are roughly all in this together. Of course our hope is not 
each other, which the song might suggest, but coming together around the 
One that is hope, Jesus. 
 
Here the Prophet has a vision of the future restoration of the temple and 
that those in exile, those far off will return to help build it. As I read it now, 
after the arrival and work of Jesus, I wonder if this word also points to the 
reality that the church will be built with those from far off, those we would 
least expect, those in far away places, and those returning ‘home.’ What a 
beautiful vision we see in Revelation of representative of all peoples 
worshiping the Lamb. This is our promise, our place and our future. 
 
Thanks to the obedience of Jesus we are now in on the worship of the 
Lamb. What a great gift we have been given! Today, look forward to the 
reunion with Jesus we will have, with all those that believe in him far off 
and that are finally returning home. 
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December 20  
To A Low Estate To Save 
 
“It is he who remembered us in our low estate, for his steadfast love 
endures forever;” (Psalm 136:23 ESV) 
 
This line from a song of worship and preparation is the gospel in punch 
and goodness. God has remembered us in our low estate, in our brokenness 
and sinful disobedience. In our disregard for him. And he has given of 
himself, Jesus, out of his steadfast love, to save us. 
 
In Christ we are no longer left in the pit, but have new life, wear his 
righteousness and are set to experience real life with him for eternity. 
What a great miracle he has worked to bring us to himself. That the ones 
incapable of living up to the standard would be rescued, given a perfect 
record and empowered to live the adventurous life in Christ. 
 
Rejoice at this announcement of your salvation, your rescue from the low 
estate of being far from God and being brought to him in Christ. Share the 
news of his grace and live the adventure he has for you. 
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December 21  
Preserved by Christ 
 
“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; you stretch 
out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, and your right hand 
delivers me.” (Psalm 138:7 ESV) 
 
The true joy in this psalm is knowing Christ. Because in Christ we have 
evidence of God’s protection and the promise of his preserving power. In 
salvation, and the forgiveness of sins he has stretched out his hand to save 
us from the wrath we deserved. 
 
By his grace we are delivered from the darkness that dominated our lives 
and tries to tempt us today. Though we are in the thick of it, Jesus is with 
us and works for our good. 
 
This is great news for us today. Come what trouble may, we have Christ as 
a secured anchor for us. How can you face difficulties today in the wake of 
this news? Do you know you are saved, forgiven and freed in Jesus to live 
the life he has set before you? Have courage; be confident in Christ. Rest in 
him and live. 
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December 22  
Your King is Coming to You 
 
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
(Zechariah 9:9 ESV) 
 
The babe in the manger was set to one day ride the donkey into Jerusalem. 
To bring his reign of peace and salvation to his people and the world. This 
is Jesus. The prophet announced the promise and we can watch it unfold in 
Scripture, from a virgin girl to the Son of God on the cross. What a glorious 
promise and miraculous fulfillment we see in Christ. 
 
The good news for you is in the words, coming to you. That is what has 
happened. Jesus has come to you. He has entered into your experience for 
your good. He come into your dark nights, you long days, he meets your 
disappointments and your celebrations. He knows you fully and loves you 
completely. The king has come, he has salvation and he has brought it to 
you. 
 
As Christmas approaches, rejoice, the King has come to you. His 
righteousness is your, you are forever safe in him. 
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December 23  
Justice for the Needy 
 
“I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and will 
execute justice for the needy. Surely the righteous shall give thanks to your 
name; the upright shall dwell in your presence.” (Psalm 140:12–13 ESV) 
 
If Christmas is proof of anything, it is evidence that the Lord has worked to 
come to the afflicted and unfold his justice. Bringing salvation to the 
needy. We can’t even fully contemplate the magnitude of God coming into 
a manger, taking on flesh and experiencing life as we do. What a wonderful 
truth, what a wonderful Savior! 
 
Now made righteous in Christ by faith, we can rejoice with thanksgiving 
because as his beloved we will dwell in his presence with peace and 
security. 
 
In the midst of the hustle and bustle before the holiday, take a moment and 
know that your need has been met in Jesus. The babe in the manger is your 
Savior and King. Give thanks. 
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December 24  
All Nations Will Come 
 
“Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. 
All nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been 
revealed.” (Revelation 15:4 ESV) 
 
Because the child was born unto us, all people will come to glorify his 
name. He alone is holy and he gives us his holiness in faith when we 
believe in him, and by his Spirit we live to give him the credit, all of the 
glory. At that birth, and in the rest of his life, death and resurrection, his 
acts have been revealed for all to see. 
 
Christmas is about bringing in the nations. Opening a way to all people 
who will believe in this king. Those that will see the star of Judah and come 
to worship and glorify his name. 
 
Today, as you gather with friends, family and the church, or as you ponder 
in the quiet the truth of Christ, live to be amazed by Jesus, live to fear him 
and glorify his name. 
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December 25  
Return to Him 
 
“For if you return to the LORD, your brothers and your children will find 
compassion with their captors and return to this land. For the LORD your 
God is gracious and merciful and will not turn away his face from you, if 
you return to him.” (2 Chronicles 30:9 ESV) 
 
This is the call to God’s people, those in exile will find favor with those that 
oppress them and free them to go back to Israel. But the condition is if the 
people will “return to him,” return to the Lord. There is a faithful remnant 
that returns to the Lord and they do find approval to return to the 
promised land. But the faithfulness wanes and this call will hang over 
God’s people, and all people really, for the rest of history. 
 
That is, until Christmas. The baby born unto us is the grand artistic arrival 
of God himself, coming to save people who could never approach him 
under their own strength. His coming empowers us now to return to him, 
to live under his authority and glorify him. 
 
Jesus is the reversal of what we expected. Of how we could be right with 
God and he brings in a new system of grace upon which our lives flourish 
with him as king. This is Christmas. That he has returned for you, to be in 
relationship and to call you his own. Return to him today, keep pursuing 
him, run after him and live. 
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December 26  
Fountain Deep and Wide 
 
“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.” 
(Zechariah 13:1 ESV) 
 
The day has come. The prophecy is pointing to the arrival of the Messiah, 
the Savior of the world. And Jesus has come. We now live in the wake of his 
arrival and establishment of his kingdom. His blood has worked to cleanse 
us from sin and uncleanness, his righteousness is given to us in faith and 
we are made pure, presentable before the throne of God. 
 
This is amazing news of new life and security in Christ. Zechariah had an 
image of it, we have the reality of it in Jesus. This fountain has been opened 
to us and we are washed in its flow. Made whole. Made to belong. What 
good news the gospel is! 
 
Today, live washed. Know that by believing in Jesus you have been 
cleansed, and are no longer left in your uncleanness, you are no longer 
bound to your sinfulness. He has empowered you to live new, fresh and 
pure. Ask for his help and go often to the fountain. 
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December 27  
How Can We Not Tell? 
 
“They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, to 
make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, and the glorious 
splendor of your kingdom.” (Psalm 145:11–12 ESV) 
 
Psalm 145 gives a glimpse in what it means to be God’s people. From 
generation to generation the goodness of God is made known, parents tell 
children and the message continues on just like God’s faithfulness. 
 
For those of us that believe in Jesus, this is our life. How can we not tell of 
the grace we have experienced in Christ? That forgiveness is found in this 
Savior and new life is his gift to us?! As the year comes to an end we can 
continue to reflect on how the gospel spoke a better word into our lives 
these past months. How God provided and revealed himself through his 
Word. And now we can head into the New Year determined to tell others 
about it. 
 
Share Jesus with your family and friends, even with strangers, wherever 
you are. Speak of the glory of God’s kingdom and tell of his grace and glory 
for all people. You have been given a great miraculous gift, may the Lord 
empower you to spread it to others. 
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December 28  
Humble Repentance 
 
“And when he was in distress, he entreated the favor of the LORD his God 
and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers. He prayed to 
him, and God was moved by his entreaty and heard his plea and brought 
him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the 
LORD was God.” (2 Chronicles 33:12–13 ESV) 
 
Resolved: experience what Manasseh experienced in this moment. To live a 
life of humble reliance on the Lord, to repent from sin and turn to Christ 
instead, is what we have been brought into as Jesus followers. Here in 
Israel’s history we see the fruit of repentance in the Old Testament.  
 
Knowing the Lord is good, experiencing his mercy and favor. In the New 
Testament this is all ours in Christ and is the loving kindness the Lord uses 
to bring us to repentance and newness of life. 
 
We can’t neglect repentance. We can’t avoid this humbling that the Lord 
has called us to. Because Jesus worked to save us we no longer have to hide 
behind our false pride and favorite sins. Now, because there is no 
condemnation, we can turn it all over to Jesus, and run to him instead of 
those things. 
 
Today, stay close to Christ. Let his grace and love bring you low, to humble 
repentance. Then turn from those lesser things and cling to the Savior. 
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December 29 
Creation Sings 
 
“Let them praise the name of the LORD! For he commanded and they were 
created.” (Psalm 148:5 ESV) 
 
New seasons, new years, they all bring us back to what is most important. 
And for those that have faith in Jesus, knowing and savoring our Savior is 
the thing of first importance. Here the Psalmist gives us a taste of what 
that savoring will be like for all eternity. Praising the name of the Lord. All 
of creation sings of his glory and greatness. 
 
We join in this song because of Christ’s goodness toward us. His work to 
justify us and save us. Freeing us from the dominion of sin and fear, he 
gives us new life empowered by his Spirit that we would be worshipers. 
Singing, exclaiming, speaking of his glory, the greatness of his name. 
 
As your year ends, join in with angels, and all the magnificence of creation; 
praise the Lord! With all of who you are, because of all he has done. Glorify 
Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 371	

December 30  
When the Bell Tolls 
 
“And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the 
water of life without payment.” (Revelation 21:6 ESV) 
 
The clock will reach midnight and a new year will be ushered in. There will 
be merriment and singing. Cheers and kisses. But all of our celebration will 
be nothing compared to what is coming. To the glory of Christ declaring 
that “it is done.” From the moment of “it is finished” on the cross we now 
eagerly await this coming day of completion. When the thirsty will drink 
of the water of life, freely given to them by their King. 
 
This is what we look forward to. Even know, indwelt by the Spirit, 
comforted, equipped for life, we still live toward this great and glorious 
day. 
 
No matter how life is unfolding in this moment, the promise is for you. You 
are headed to hearing Jesus speak these words worth knowing. It is done. 
You are forever safe, forever provided for and forever refreshed by his 
grace. 
 
Today, keep an eye toward this coming day. Let it fuel you to live leaning 
into Jesus as you face what he has set before you. He is the beginning and 
the end. He is for you. 
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December 31  
An End That Promises The Beginning 
 
“He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.” 
(Revelation 22:20–21 ESV) 
 
This is how the Bible ends. With Jesus having promised he is coming soon. 
He is set to return to rule and reign with his saints forever. Those that keep 
the prophecy, that believe in it, will drink of the water of life, with robes 
washed in the blood of the lamb we will enter the city of God and 
experience the peace we were designed for. This is our return to the garden. 
 
We close the calendar on another year but our hope does not change. It still 
remains in the One that promised he is coming soon. Now we join the 
chorus prayer, ‘Come Lord Jesus.’ Whatever the New Year holds, what 
circumstances and difficulties we will face we have the grace of Jesus to get 
through and the future arrival to look forward to. 
 
Today as you prepare to welcome in a new year, let you mind ponder 
welcoming the King once for all. He is coming soon. We have hope in him. 
He can be trusted. As the clock counts down, rejoice, you are in Christ, you 
have been made new and his grace will carry you through. 
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Never an End… 
 
My prayer is that this little devotional will remind you of the goodness of 
Jesus and his grace for you. That grace knows no end and as you read for 
yourself the words of Scripture may you see the wonders of Jesus all the 
more. These words are imperfect, and the ramblings of an imperfect man, 
but the Scripture used and the One I have attempted to point to is perfect, 
he alone is good. Run to him and live.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


