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by Steve Brown Topics: compliance, regulatory

Summary: Many community banks are grateful that they received regulatory
relief in 2018, but sadly others still feel substantially burdened. We provide a
regulatory review.
The median age of the US population according to the Census Bureau is about 38Ys old. That is up from a
median of 30Ys old in 1980 and only 23Ys old in 1900. Meanwhile, FL has the highest percentage of senior
residents 65+ at 20.1%, while AK has the lowest at about 9.5%. If you feel like you aged just reading this, know
that only 3.6% of people 65Ys+ are in nursing homes or assisted living, there are 4 women to every 3 men over
age 65Ys, but that drops to 4 women to every 2 men over 85Ys.
No matter your age, community bankers certainly feel like they have aged immensely from the credit crisis
forward. That is why so many are grateful that they received regulatory relief in 2018, but sadly many still feel
substantially burdened.
Some of the Economic Growth, Regulatory Relief and Consumer Protection Act's key provisions impacting
banks with <$10B in assets include: the ability to forgo certain ability-to-pay requirements regarding residential
mortgage loans; exemption from the "Volcker Rule;" the ability to be subject to a new Community Bank
Leverage Ratio; and the ability to be subject to reduced reporting requirements in call reports.
The new law also increases the consolidated asset threshold from $1B to $3B, for a bank to be eligible for an
18-month exam cycle instead of a 12-month cycle--provided the bank is not engaged in significant nonbanking
activities; does not conduct significant off-balance-sheet activities; and does not have a material amount of
outstanding debt or equity securities, other than trust-preferred securities.
Compliance costs have been impacted by the new law as well, according to an Independent Banker survey of
community bank CEOs. Here, 40% said they had to increase spending last year vs. 60% in 2017, while 58%
said that spending has leveled off.
Still, 33% said that compliance remains one of their top three business challenges (though it is notable that's
down from 46% from the 2017 survey).
Regulators are listening and it seems more changes are coming to ease the burden for community banks.
Randal Quarles, the Fed's vice chair of supervision in November told the House Financial Services Committee
that, "Our work to improve regulatory efficiency is not done, and we expect to make additional progress in the
months ahead on a number of issues."
The Fed is also continuing to streamline bank examinations for certain activities under its new Bank Exams
Tailored to Risk program, Governor Michelle W. Bowman recently told attendees of the American Bankers
Association's Conference for Community Bankers. She said it is imperative that regulators continue to tweak
requirements to reflect the "straightforward nature of community banking."
While community bankers may not feel much regulatory relief yet, progress seems to be inching forward, so we
are hopeful it will continue. In the meantime, we will update you on any new significant developments, to help
keep you from aging prematurely.
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BANK NEWS
Romance Scams
The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) reports "romance scams" caused losses of $143mm last year, the
highest amount of all scams reported. The FTC advises: 1) never send money or gifts to an online-only
sweetheart; 2) Ask questions throughout the online dating process and take it slowly to ensure the person is
genuinely who they say they are; 3) Talk to family and friends about your new "love interest" to get objective
feedback; 4) If you suspect a scam, cut off contact immediately and contact the FTC as well as the dating
website. You may want to communicate this to your customers and employees to help protect both and in turn,
your bank.

IT Spending Plans
Forrester Research projects global tech spending should grow 4.5% in 2019 and 3.8% in 2020. Both are down
from the 5.0% level of 2018. The US, India and China will stay stable while Japan and Europe will see growth
rates decrease to 3% or less. CIOs are likely to focus more on cutting costs than boosting sales as global
economies slow.

2019 Threats
SecurityIntelligence warns new phishing areas to watch this year include: software as a service, messaging app
attacks, malicious link embedding and credential theft.

AUTOMATED INTERNATIONAL SERVICES FOR YOU
Community banking teams can automatically send international wires using existing domestic platforms. Learn
more by contacting us today.
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