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Day 1 

“When Jesus had spoken these words, He lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, ‘Father, the 
hour has come; glorify the Son that the Son may glorify You.’” (17:1)

Father, I cannot fathom the boundless riches and ineffable glory of the words spoken by the Son 
to You!  All Scripture is breathed out by You and is inspired by the Holy Spirit, therefore it is all 
inherently glorious and profitable.  Yet, as I set out to meditate on this high priestly prayer of the 
Son, the sense that I am too weak and feeble to grasp the loftiness and glory of His words 
weighs heavily on my heart.  Here, I sense I am no longer only in the realm of this world or of 
history (even though I am because He prayed these words on earth), but in the realm of 
Eternity.  He is the eternal Word who was with You before creation, sharing equally in Your glory 
before time began.  He prays to You as a man, sharing our nature with all its weaknesses and 
infirmities, yet without sin.  

But as the eternally-begotten Son of God, He prays with His perfect understanding of time as it 
is in Your hands.  He speaks of the hour, not an hour, but surely and certainly the hour which 
You had appointed before the world began.  We should sense that the Lord is conscious of far 
more information than we can fathom.  He is now speaking about something of which He was 
aware even before His incarnation.  The hour of which He speaks was the hour that was 
appointed and set in the Divine Council before the ages began.  Who can fathom such 
matchless wisdom?  Who is this man who can speak of time as though He is above it?  He can 
speak of the hour that is to come as though He Himself had planned it with You.  This can be 
none other than He who is one with You, co-equal and co-eternal.  Oh, Father, humble us under 
the weight and glory of these words.  Make us feel small as we gaze upon His glory.  May we 
never boast in the presence of the Lord.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. How ought your understanding of time be changed by your relationship with Jesus, who 
holds the days and seasons in His hands?

2. What are some benefits that come from humbling yourself in the presence of the Lord?



Day 2 
‘Father, the hour has come; glorify the Son that the Son may glorify You.’” (17:1)

Father, in His consciousness of the hour of His sufferings which had now arrived, the Lord prays 
that You would glorify Him.  How is it that His sufferings can be attended with glory?  What He 
already said in chapter 12 helps to provide some explanation, “And I, when I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all people to myself.” (12:32) At that time, He had just offered up a similar 
prayer, “Father, glorify Your name.” (12:28) Clearly, in the mind of Christ, the cross and glory 
and inseparably joined together.  You consider the willing suffering of Your chosen and anointed 
Servant, whom You made a priest with an oath (Ps 110:4), to be acceptable in Your sight for the 
propitiation of sin.  It is the efficacy and sufficiency of His once-for-all-time offering for sin that 
makes it the most glorious act that has ever been performed in the flesh.  

None other than Your Son could have ever made such an offering in sinlessness and holiness.  
And so, since He alone can and did make Himself the offering for sin when He was lifted up 
from the earth on the cross, He alone deserves the glory attributed to the Messiah.  This is He 
of whom it was foretold, “Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, on 
the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.” (Is 9:7)

What adds glory upon glory is that now not only You and the Son understand the glory of the 
cross, but we, too, have had the eyes of our understanding opened so that we see the glory of 
the cross.  Now we all affirm with Paul, “Far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” (Gal 6:14) 
We have been drawn to Him and joined to Him by the cross.  So we glory in the cross because 
it is through the work He accomplished on the cross that we come to the knowledge of You as 
our Father.  At the cross, we are joined to Your Son in His death so that we might be made 
partakers of His life—co-heirs with Christ and participants in the New Covenant of grace 
confirmed with His blood.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What are some reasons that you glory (rejoice, boast) in the cross of Jesus Christ?  Try to 
think of some of the benefits you have received from the cross.

2. What are some things that make it difficult to glory only in the cross of Jesus Christ? Are 
there other places in your life in which you are often tempted to boast?



Day 3 
“Since You have given Him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom You have 
given Him.” (17:2)

Father, Your Son is the King of kings and Lord of lords.  He came in the flesh; You prepared a 
body for Him, so that He might rule over all mankind as a man.  Our King partook of flesh and 
blood to redeem us and to reign over us.  As a man, He has communicated to us Your glory and 
holiness in a way we could have never imagined before His incarnation.  He now acts as the 
Mediator between mankind and You.  He not only has the power as a man to communicate 
divine Truth, but He also communicates eternal Life to us.  He is the way, the truth, and the life.  
Through Him, You have made us partakers of the divine nature.  He calls us to His own glory 
and excellence. (2 Pet 1:3-4)  

Glory and excellence are qualities of the life He gives to us.  We lack these qualities in our own 
flesh because of sin, but He never sinned.  In His flesh, He was perfect even as You are perfect.  
Therefore, He is glorious and excellent.  Because He who is holy offered His body as the 
sacrifice for our sin, we are cleansed by faith in Him.  His cleansing makes us capable of 
receiving the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit now leads us into all truth and sanctifies us from the inside 
out. 

These are the realities of Your saving work which are to us the hope of glory.  May we live under 
the reign of Your anointed King who has received all authority and power and dominion in 
heaven and on earth.  May we live as those who have been given to Him by You, according to 
Your gracious will.  Our lives are not our own, we have been purchased by His blood, so let us 
make no claim for ourselves.  Let our every word and deed flow from a heart that belongs to 
Him.  We believe that as we arm ourselves with this way of thinking, You will lead us in the path 
of eternal life, where there are pleasures forevermore.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. In what ways should belonging to Jesus change the way that you live?  What are some of 
the radical changes that His ownership of you should make in your life?

2. What are some places in your life that you struggle to place under the Lord’s authority?



Day 4 
“And this is eternal life, that they know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 
sent.” (17:3)
 
Father, I want to know You, and I want to know Your Son whom You sent.  Make this the desire 
of my heart.  The knowledge of the Holy will be to me eternal life.  How many go astray at just 
this point.  Eternal life is more than merely an eternal existence; it is an intimate and relational 
knowledge of You as our Father through a union with Your Son.  What is more, eternal life has 
no connection to this world, since the heavens and earth that now exist are being stored up for 
fire. (2 Pet 3:7) The desire of the carnal mind is eternal existence in this world where sin reigns 
in death.  That desire is foolishness, and it will never be fulfilled.  

If we want to experience the joys and pleasures of eternal life during our time in this world, we 
must die to the life of this world and live to You through Christ Jesus.  We will grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as we offer ourselves to You to live 
according to Your will.  Eternal life means no longer living to gratify the desires and passions of 
the flesh.  “For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live.” (Rom 8:13) 

“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.” (Rom 8:14) As adopted sons it is 
inevitable that we will come to a knowledge of You and of Your Son through whom and in whom 
we have received the blessing of adoption.  How could a son have no knowledge of his loving 
father?  It would be rebellion of the highest degree for an adopted son to spurn the love of his 
gracious father, and to never seek to foster a relationship with the one who has gone to such 
great lengths to bring him into his own family.  So may we live in the Spirit of sonship with an 
undying love for You, Father, because You have lavished such unimaginable love upon us as 
Your children.  Thus we will have eternal life.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Why do you think eternal life and the knowledge of God are so inextricably linked together?
2. How can you continue to grow in your knowledge of God the Father and Jesus Christ His 

Son?



Day 5 
“I glorified You on earth, having accomplished the work that You gave Me to do.” (17:4)

Father, this is a statement I could never make.  I would be a liar if I claimed that I have done all 
the work that You gave me to do.  For I, like Jonah, have turned away from the things You want 
me to do.  There are many fearful and dreadful things that You expect Your servants to endure 
in this world.  A life of obedience will be a life of voluntary suffering for the sake of others.  That 
was the obedience that Christ offered up to You on earth, so I cannot expect anything different 
as a member of His body.  

That is why I desperately need to hear these words He spoke to You as a man in this world.  He 
is the one who accomplished the work You gave Him to do.  That work is none other than the 
perfect and sinless obedience You expect from all mankind.  He fulfilled the Law down to the 
last detail, without ever turning to the right or to the left.  Thus, He is greater than Adam, and He 
has become to us our new federal head.  “For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were 
made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.” (Rom 5:19) 
How glorious and wonderful is His obedience to those of us who are in Him!  

It is His obedience which makes us righteous by faith.  In Him, we do not need to work for our 
righteousness because He has already accomplished the work.  Rather, we must live by faith in 
the promise that His righteousness has been imputed to us.  As we live by faith in that glorious 
promise, His righteousness will also be imparted to us in the power of the Holy Spirit.  That is 
the way of faith—justification will inevitably lead on to sanctification.  We praise You, Father, for 
the way in which Your Son has glorified You on earth.  Strengthen us to live by faith in Him so 
that we, too, might glorify You on earth by doing the works that You have given us to do.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Can you think of times when you have left work that you began unfinished?  Why do you 
think it is often difficult to finish the projects you begin?

2. What do you think is the work that God has given you to do as a member of Christ’s body?



Day 6 
“And now, Father, glorify Me in Your own presence with the glory that I had with You before the 
world existed.” (17:5)

Father, I can only bow my knees before Your Son as I hear Him pray these words.  He shared 
glory with You before the world existed!  What can I do with such a statement but stand in awe?  
How can a man make such a claim?  What is even more astonishing is that He not only makes 
the claim to us, His fellow beings, but He boldly and confidently asserts His own glory in prayer 
to You!  Who would dare to claim a share of the eternal glory that You alone possess while 
standing in Your presence?  It would be the damnation of any creature to so presumptuously 
make this claim before You if it were not true.  It would be blasphemy of the highest degree.  

Yet we are told that You did not consign the soul of this Man to the condemnation of the grave.  
We are told that You heard His prayers and were pleased with them.  “In the days of His flesh, 
Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him who was able to 
save Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverence.” (Heb 5:7) Since He was 
heard in these prayers and was not consigned to utter destruction, the only logical conclusion to 
be drawn is that the claims He made in His prayers are true.  You would not hear the prayers of 
a blasphemer, much less be pleased to raise Him from the dead.  But You would be pleased 
with the true and heartfelt prayers of Your only-begotten Son who shared in Your glory before 
the world existed.  

You have glorified Him by raising Him from the dead and seating Him in the highest place of 
honor and authority in heaven.  Now, having been made perfect through His sufferings, He has 
become the source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, being designated by You as a high 
priest after the order of Melchizedek. (Heb 5:9-10) So Father, please glorify Him not only in Your 
presence, but also in our hearts, that we might know Him as He is—the King of glory! (Ps 
24:7-10)  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What can you learn about Jesus from the fact that He says that He had glory with the Father 
before the world existed?

2. Read Hebrews 1:1-4.  What kind of relationship should you expect to have with Jesus Christ 
in light of this revelation of His glory? Do you always treat Jesus with the honor and respect 
He deserves?



Day 7 
“I have manifested Your name to the people whom You gave Me out of the world.  Yours they 
were, and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.” (17:6)

Father, how great and unsearchable is the understanding of the Lord!  Even in the days of His 
life on this earth, He possessed wisdom and knowledge that are beyond searching out.  He 
shows His wisdom here in the way He speaks of Your sovereignty.  He did not claim anything for 
Himself, even though He had the right to do so; but instead, He recognized that all things come 
from You.  Even His own disciples, whom He had called and chosen, whom He had trained and 
taught, were to Him a gift from You.  How ought this to shape our mindset as ministers of the 
gospel?  If the Lord Himself acknowledged that His disciples were Yours, how much more must 
we humble ourselves and take no credit for any who believe the testimony through our witness?  
This is one of the great ways in which the Lord has set an example for us as His servants.  Let 
no human being boast in Your presence. (1 Cor 1:29) 

Even if thousands to whom we witness believe the gospel, may we still never dare to make a 
boast in Your presence.  For if they believe, it is because they are Yours, and because You have 
given them to Christ to be joined with Him by baptism into His death and resurrection.  Salvation 
belongs to You!  So let our only boast be in the cross of Jesus Christ, by which the world has 
been crucified to us, and us to the world. (Gal 6:14) 

We do pray that You would prepare us and equip us to be used by You to accurately and 
effectively declare this message that is foolishness to the wise and learned, and a stumbling 
block and offense to the overly religious and self-righteous.  Give us boldness to be treated like 
the world’s garbage as we preach the gospel, so that many whom You have known and chosen 
may believe as the result of Your grace.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. How can you be a more effective witness for Jesus Christ?
2. What can you learn from the humble way in which Christ speaks to His Father about His 

disciples?



Day 8 
“I have manifested Your name to the people whom You gave Me out of the world.” (17:6a)

Father, how in particular has Christ manifested Your name to us?  One way is that, as the Son, 
He reveals You as our Father.  I believe this may be the name He was most concerned with 
making known to us through His earthly life.  This was the first thing He revealed when His 
disciples asked Him to teach them how to pray.  He taught them to address You as “our 
Father.” (Luke 11:1-2) This was a vital part of His work in His office as our prophet.  He 
manifests Your name to us not only as Jehovah (“The Great I AM”), which is the name You have 
given Him; but as our Priest, through His reconciliation, He manifests Your name as our Father.  
In Him, by the Spirit we cry out, “Abba, Father.”  He is the one to whom You said, “You are My 
Son, today I have begotten You,” and again, “I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a 
Son.” (Ps 2:7; 2 Sam 7:14; Heb 1:3) He is the only one who can reveal You to us as our Father 
because He is the “only-begotten God who is at Your side.” (John 1:18) 

In Him, we have “received the Spirit of adoption as sons,” and “the Spirit Himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with 
Him.” (Rom 8:15-17) Thank You for giving us to Your Son, for uniting us to Him so that His Spirit 
of sonship might dwell in our hearts by faith.  It is in Him and through Him that we have come to 
know You as our Father in heaven—hallowed be Your name.  He has cleansed us from sin and 
reconciled us to You by His death, and in the subsequent glory of His resurrection and 
ascension He has brought us to You.  May He continue to manifest Your name to us throughout 
the time of our exile, until the day of the Lord dawns and we are truly physically brought into 
Your presence.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What are some attributes of God that you can learn as you consider Him as your Father in 
heaven?

2. Why was it necessary that Jesus Christ should become a man and offer Himself on the 
cross in order for you to know God as your Father?



Day 9 
“Yours they were, and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.” (17:6b)

Father, how can we keep Your word? There is clearly an important connection between being 
Yours and keeping Your word.  We must begin by humbly receiving the testimony of the 
Scriptures regarding Your Son.  This was the great quality of the disciples.  They received the 
Lord’s words as though they were Your words, and they believed that He had come from You. 
(16:30) If that is not our starting place for keeping Your word, then we will find ourselves in a 
precarious position.  For we could stray away and attempt to keep Your word only by keeping 
Your Law in our own power, which is what Christ has already done for us.  Or we could be led 
astray by the false testimonies of men regarding Your Son and be found in a position in which 
we do not know Him at all.  

So we must keep Your word by regarding the testimony about Your Son as it has been delivered 
to us by those who first heard Him speak.  Then, having begun there, we must press on to 
maturity by seeking an ever-deeper, more intimate knowledge of Him.  May we never be content 
or satisfied with a shallow understanding of Your Son.  We need to know Him better, to love Him 
more, and to obey Him more fully.  We will never arrive at a full understanding of His glory, so 
continue to give us a hunger and thirst for more.  Let the words that He has spoken be our food.  
That is that way we can keep Your word.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Read Hebrews 2:1-5. How can you pay much closer attention to what you have heard about 
the Lord Jesus Christ?

2. What is the only reliable source of information today regarding this testimony that we have 
heard?



Day 10 
"Now they know that everything You have given Me is from You." (17:7)

Father, what does the Lord mean by everything You have given Him?  The term everything 
indicates that He is speaking generally about all that He possesses.  His possessions were not 
the things of this world.  He did not leave the glory of heaven so that He could become the 
owner of earthly treasures.  Before He even came, He owned all of creation, so He did not stand 
in need of anything that was here to be possessed. 

So what were the things that You gave Him?  First, You gave Him a body.  When He came into 
the world, He said to You, “Sacrifices and offerings You have not desired, but You have 
prepared a body for Me.” (Ps 40:6; Heb 10:5) His body was from You in a unique way because 
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the virgin’s womb.  That is why Mary was told by the 
angel, “Therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God.” (Luke 1:35) Why was the holy One given a body by You?  So that He could offer it to You 
in our place on the cross.  He was given a body for us, so that through His offering of Himself 
we might be forgiven and reconciled to You in His body.  

In addition to His body, we are told that You gave Him the Spirit without measure. (John 3:34) 
He was anointed with the Holy Spirit at the time of His baptism because He is the one who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit. (John 1:33) In conjunction with the Holy Spirit, You also gave Him 
Your words. (John 3:34) For the Spirit and the Word cannot be separated since He is the source 
and inspiration of the Word.  Thus, everything that He spoke was from You, and He is the great 
prophet whom Moses had promised. (Deut 18:15)  

You also gave Him the power of eternal life, that He might give life to whomsoever He wills. 
(John 5:21) His resurrection is the final proof of His power of eternal life.  You have given Him all 
authority in heaven and on earth, (Matt 28:18) and You have given Him the judgment, so that all 
must stand before the judgment seat of Christ. (John 5:22; Rom 14:10; 2 Cor 5:10) 

Perhaps most wonderful of all the things that You have given Him is the church—we ourselves 
are given to Him by You. (John 10:29; 17:9, 24; Eph 1:5) This is the ultimate reason why He left 
the courts of eternity to enter in to this world as a man: so that we might be His bride, and all 
things might be united in Him, things in heaven and things on earth. (Eph 5:25-27; 1:10) May we 
surrender ourselves to Him who has received all these wonderful things from You.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What are some things that you have received from Christ in which you can rejoice today?
2. How does the knowledge of all these things that Christ received from the Father encourage 

you today?



Day 11 
“For I have given them the words You gave Me, and they have received them and have come to 
know in truth that I came from You; and they have believed that You sent Me.” (17:8)

Father, faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (Rom 10:17) That is exactly 
what the Lord is saying has happened to these disciples in this verse.  They received the words 
that You gave to the Son, which is the word of God.  If we want to be saved by Him, we must do 
the same.  We cannot receive the Son if we will not also receive His words, which were given to 
Him by You.  Thus, we can come to an understanding of the centrality of Your word in the life of 
faith.  Faith means hearing every word that is spoken in the Scriptures and believing that they 
are spoken by You.  If we will hear Your words in that way, then we will come to know in truth 
that Your Son came from You.  

That is the knowledge that will save us.  We must know that He came from You, or else we have 
not heard Your word and believed.  So ground our faith in that truth, and let us never waver in 
believing that He was with You in the beginning, and He was God in the beginning. (Jn 1:1-2) I 
believe in my heart that You raised Him from the dead.  Now may I also confess with my mouth 
that He is Lord for all my days.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Take some time to think about some of the words that Jesus has spoken in the Scriptures. 
Since you know that His words were given to Him by the Father, how should you hear His 
words?

2. What do you think is the difference between hearing His words with faith and merely hearing 
His words? Why is faith so essential?



Day 12 
"I am praying for them.  I am not praying for the world but for those You have given Me, for they 
are Yours. (17:9)

Father, what an important distinction the Lord makes here between the world and those You 
have given to Him.  This is a hard teaching, but it is Your revelation, and it is Truth.  The world 
has not known You.  What is the world?  It is the mass of mankind in his antagonism toward You 
under the power of sin.  The prevailing spirit in the world is one of hostility toward You.  This is 
what Paul so thoroughly describes at the beginning of Ephesians 2, 

You were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind.

That is the world.  We are all born into the world in that nature as descendants of Adam.  

But we do not all stay in that condition, for there are some whom You have given to Your Son.  
This is the only hope of mankind.  If we are not given to Your Son by You, then we remain in the 
world.  But blessed by Your name, for You have caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Pet 1:3)  Because You are so rich in 
mercy and have loved us with such great love, even when we were dead in our trespasses, You 
have made us alive together with Christ. (Eph 2:4) All of this is Your doing; it is all by Your grace. 
(Eph 2:8)

That is where the difficulty arises in our minds, for not all are taken out of the world and given to 
Your Son.  Many remain in the world because of their unbelief, often for the very reason that 
they cannot accept this particular teaching.  They would rather hold You in contempt for not 
saving everyone than humble themselves under the revelation of Your word and receive the life 
of Your Son.  So may we who believe in Your Son humble ourselves and not question Your 
decisions and ways.  Show us the manifold wisdom of Your plan so that we can marvel at Your 
glory and grace, rather than questioning You, joining with Paul in this grand chorus of praise,

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are 
His judgments and how inscrutable His ways!  ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
or who has been His counselor?’ ‘Or who has given a gift to Him that he might be 
repaid?’ For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be glory 
forever. (Rom 11:33-36)

Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. How should your knowledge of what you once were hone you were of the world change the 
way you look at others?

2. Can you praise God today for His wisdom as you consider the distinction made between the 
world and those He has given to Christ? How might you humble yourself under this 
revelation?



Day 13 
“All Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them.” (17:10)

Father, I sense I am on hallowed ground as I approach words such as these.  As the Son 
speaks of the unity of His and Your possession of every member of His body, my mind is 
humbled and awed by the vast wisdom and unity of the Godhead.  He is speaking of the 
ultimate blessing and privilege of the saints, which is being given to Christ through the channel 
of faith, thus receiving the gift of adoption as Your sons.  To be Yours is the highest glory and 
honor mankind is capable of receiving.  

This is the very reason we rejoice in hope of the glory of God: because we are His, and He is 
glorified in us.  It is His glory which becomes our glory because we desire that He alone would 
be glorified.  In Him, we do not seek our own glory anymore because we have realized that we 
do not possess any glory in and of ourselves, for apart from Him we are nothing and can do 
nothing.  But as we receive grace upon grace in Him—wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption—we glorify Him because it is His grace and glory that is being magnified in and 
through us.  

The great mystery in all of this is that You are the Author and Orchestrator of it all.  It is because 
we are Yours and have been called and chosen out of the world by You that we belong to Him 
through faith.  This must be so because You alone are worthy of honor and glory and praise, 
together with the Son and the Spirit, and no one may boast in Your presence.  “Now to the one 
who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due,” (thus that person would have 
reason to boast). “And to the one who does not work but believes in Him who justifies the 
ungodly, His faith is counted as righteousness,” (and thus that person has no grounds for 
boasting, save in the cross of Jesus Christ). (Romans 4:4-5) So may Christ be glorified in us 
because You have given us to Him, and in Him we are Yours forever.  Amen.  

Questions for Reflection:

1. Do you delight in belonging to Jesus Christ and to the Father? Why do you think this should 
be the greatest reason for your joy?

2. Do you think that Jesus is being glorified in you?  How might you continue to bring Him more 
and more glory in your life today?



Day 14 
“And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to You.” (17:11a)

Father, what a joyful thought it must have been for the Lord in this moment that He was coming 
to You.  How long He had sojourned in this world, enduring suffering and temptations of every 
kind, yet without sin.  How patiently He had waited for You to glorify Him again and bring Him 
back to the place He deserves to be: on the throne at Your right hand in the Most Holy Place in 
heaven.  Yet the thought, though filled with exceeding joy, must have also been attended with 
great sorrow.  For though He knew the joy that was set before Him, there was a dark veil set 
over His face because His greatest trial was yet to come.  

The way back to His glory was through the valley of the shadow of death.  In the way that He 
speaks He reveals that His heart was set on You.  He says, “I am no longer in the world,” though 
He was still in the world.  But His heart was in that place to which He was going, which is why 
He had the strength to walk into the hour of darkness and to be made a curse for us.  He knew it 
was only to be an hour of darkness, a brief time of the greatest of agonies and sorrows of which 
the human soul is capable of experiencing, which would subsequently be followed by an eternal 
weight of glory through His resurrection.  That was the power that engulfed the shadows of the 
world and death and enabled Him to say, “I am no longer in the world.”  

That was His strength in the night, and in Him, we can take the same mindset into our darkest 
hours of trial and tribulation in this world.  We endure the present darkness and evil of this world 
by looking forward to the glory that is yet to be revealed.  Though we are in the world, and can 
see only as through a glass dimly, our hearts are in that place to which You are bringing us.  
This is what Paul is getting at when he says, 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth.  For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When 
Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. (Col 3:1-4)

Our hearts ought to be with Him where He is.  Help us to live in holiness and godliness, waiting 
for and hastening the coming of the day of God. (2 Pet 3:11-12) Give us patience and strength 
to endure just as He did so that we might be made like Him in every way.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. How can you be in the world but not of the world?
2. What is the significance of Jesus being at the right hand of God? How often do you think of 

Him being there?
3. How might you be strengthened for trials and tribulations by setting your mind on things that 

are above, not on things that are on earth?



Day 15 
“Holy Father, keep them in Your name, which You have given Me, that they may be one, even 
as We are one.”  (17:11b)

Father, what does the Lord mean when He says You have given Him Your name?  I believe this 
may be one of the great keys to understanding the true nature and work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  You have given Him the name Jehovah.  The great and glorious name by which You 
revealed Yourself to Moses and the people of Israel is the name You have given to Your Son as 
a man.  Because You gave Him that name, He has become our Redeemer.  

All of those attributes which were revealed of You as they were adjoined to that name, Jehovah 
(The Lord)—Rapha (our Healer), Jireh (our Provider), Tsidkenu (our Righteousness), 
Mekoddishkem (our Sanctifier), Raah (our Shepherd), Shammah (is there), Nissi (our Banner), 
Shalom (our Peace), and Sabaoth (of hosts)—have now been applied to Him in the flesh.  
Because He is the Great I AM in flesh and blood, having taken our nature upon Himself, He has 
the power to save us to the uttermost. (Heb 7:25)

We must realize that we cannot be reconciled to You apart from Him.  The reason for this is that 
You are one with Him and He shares Your name.  It is through our faith in the fact that this one 
man is our Healer, our Provider, our Righteousness, our Sanctification, our Shepherd, our Ever 
Present Help, our Banner, our Peace, and our King that we come to the knowledge of You as 
our Father.  If we do not recognize Him as Jehovah, then we have not known You.  So, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, lead us into the truth about Your name.  Make it known to us that Your 
name is His name so that in Him we might come to know the blessings of adoption as Your 
sons.  We must learn the fear of the Lord so that we worship Him and stand in awe of His divine 
nature.  To him belongs the glory and the dominion forever and ever.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Why do you think God has chosen to reveal Himself to us in the name “I AM”?
2. How can you learn more about Jesus by understanding the attributes revealed about Him as 
Jehovah?



Day 16 
“Holy Father, keep them in Your name, which You have given Me, that they may be one, even 
as We are one.”  (17:11b)

Father, these thoughts are too wonderful for me!  How can it be possible that we, as Christ’s 
disciples, would be one even as You and the Son are one?  His prayer for the unity of believers 
is such a high and lofty concept that our minds cannot fully grasp what it means.  But, though it 
is beyond our ability to fully comprehend it, “we can at least see thus far—that the true bond of 
unity is the name in which all who are one are kept; that the pattern of the true unity of believers 
is the ineffable union of Father and Son, which is oneness of will and nature, along with 
distinctness of persons; and that therefore this purpose goes far deeper than outward unity of 
organization.”1 So we learn that Christ desires that our wills would be one as members of His 
body.  

This is the ground and reason of Paul’s appeal to the Corinthian believers, “I appeal to you, 
brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be united in the same mind and 
the same judgment.” (1 Cor 1:10) This is “the unity of the faith” which Paul says we will attain to 
when we come to “mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” (Eph 
4:13) This unity of the faith can only be attained through the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the name You have given Him, which is Your name.  There is no true unity apart from the 
knowledge of the truth through Your Son who is the Truth.  The unity of the Spirit is not man-
made or contrived; it is rather produced by the working of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and minds 
to conform our wills to Yours so that we all have the mind of Christ.  Help us as Your church to 
attain to this unity of the faith as we are kept in Your name, which You have given Him.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. How does your love for Jesus make your will one with other believers?
2. Are there any places in your life that might be hindering you from having a united will with 

other believers?

1. Maclaren, Alexander. MacLaren’s Expositions of Holy Scripture: The Intercessor.  Retrieved 
from https://biblehub.com/commentaries/maclaren/john/17.htm
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Day 17 
“While I was with them, I kept them in Your name, which You have given Me.  I have guarded 
them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scriptures might 
be fulfilled.” (17:12)

Father, Christ is a guardian to all those whom You have given Him.  This teaches us, first of all, 
that we stand in need of protection.  We are not safe in this world on our own.  There is a 
danger of carelessness about the true nature of our conflict in this world.  That is the reason 
Paul gave his warning to the Corinthian believers, “Let anyone who thinks he stands take heed 
lest he fall.” (1 Cor 10:12) He reminds the Corinthians that one of their greatest dangers is over-
confidence in their own strength for the battle.  We must not think we can stand on our own.  For 
we need Christ as our guardian, who keeps us in Your name.  That is why Paul exhorts the 
Ephesian believers, “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.” Why? “For we 
do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places.” (Eph 6:10, 12) So we must always be mindful of our great need for the Lord’s protection 
against these powerful enemies.  

Secondly, we must always remember the way in which Christ guards us: by keeping us in Your 
name and in Your word.  It is not by strengthening our flesh, but by Your Spirit in us that we will 
be kept safe in this cosmic conflict.  We must remember that the flesh is weak, so that we 
remain dependent on the true source of our strength: the Holy Spirit.  He alone can conform our 
wills to Yours so that we do not give in to temptation.  He will glorify Christ in us, which is our 
purpose in this battle.  We are not meant to stand in our own strength because it is not 
ourselves we are meant to glorify.  We are meant to glorify Christ, even as the Spirit comes to 
glorify Christ. (16:14) So keep us humble and strong in the power of the might of our Guardian, 
to whom belongs the glory.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What are some ways you might be tempted to depend on your own strength rather than 
being “strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might?”

2. How should the knowledge that you “do not wrestle flesh and blood,” or other people, 
change the way you look at people whom you might consider enemies?



Day 18 
I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the 
Scriptures might be fulfilled.” (17:12b)

Father, there is a difficulty in these words that can trouble our small minds.  Because Your ways 
are higher than our ways, and Your thoughts are higher than our thoughts, there are some 
aspects of Your plan that we cannot understand.  Two of the most difficult concepts for us to 
reconcile in our minds are these two truths: 1. man’s free choice of destruction, and 2. Your 
sovereign foreknowledge and election.  It is clear in the Lord’s prayer here that He saw these 
two apparently contradictory concepts in perfect harmony.  There was no contradiction in His 
mind.  

Christ guards all those whom You have given unto Him, and not one of them is, nor can be, lost.  
Judas, however, was lost, yet that was not because Christ had somehow failed as a guardian.  It 
was, rather, the result of Judas’ own evil nature and will—since he was “the son of destruction,” 
which is what we all are by nature apart from Christ. (Eph 2:1-3; Rom 9:22) Judas was lost 
because he never belonged to Christ in the first place, but rather chose to remain in his unbelief 
and rebellion.

We must be willing to humble ourselves under Your mighty hand as we consider such a lofty 
subject.  These things are not meant to be understood; they are meant to be received and 
believed.  Help us not to doubt Your goodness and wisdom as we consider such things.  We 
must simply bow our minds and stand in awe of Your perfect wisdom and plan.  It was Paul’s 
consideration of this theme of Your sovereignty in salvation in conjunction with man’s free will 
that led him to proclaim, “Oh, the depths of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  How 
unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways!” (Rom 11:33) That is the cry of 
the faithful heart in response to this apparent paradox.  So we praise You today for Your 
matchless wisdom.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Read Isaiah 55:8-9. How do you think God would want you to respond when there is 
something in His word that you cannot understand?

2. What can you learn about salvation from the fact that you were a child of wrath, like the rest 
of mankind, before you were saved?



Day 19 
“I have given them Your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world.” (17:14)

Father, those who receive Your word and hide it in their hearts are the enemies of the world.  
How can this be?  Why would the world hate those who love Your word?  The reason Christ 
provides here is that when we truly receive Your word from Him, we are no longer of the world.  
There is a fundamental change to our nature and a transference of our being from one kingdom 
to another resulting from faith in Jesus Christ.  The change in our nature is that which Christ and 
the Apostles described as a new birth. (Jn 3:3; 2 Cor 5:17; 1 Pet 1:23) Peter reveals that this 
new birth results from the living and abiding word of God…which is the good news that was 
preached to us. (1 Pet 1:23, 25) Jesus compared the word to seed which is scattered as the 
gospel is preached (Mt 13:18-23) because it is Your word which implants or conceives this new 
principle of spiritual life within us when we hear it and believe.  This new birth causes us to be 
transferred or translated from the domain of darkness, into which we were conceived and born 
in Adam, to the Kingdom of Your beloved Son. (Col 1:13)

As He plainly stated, His Kingdom is not of this world, just as He is not of this world. (Jn 18:36) 
So because we belong to Him, we do not belong to the world and we have ceased to live for the 
life of the flesh.  Now we know that all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh, and the 
desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from You but is from the world.  And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does Your will abides forever. (1 Jn 2:16-17) 
We know that the earth was formed by Your word and that by the same word with which You 
formed it, the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire. (2 Pet 3:6-7) So give us 
strength to endure the hatred of the world as we await the day of Christ’s return and hasten His 
coming by sharing His word with the world.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Take some time to think about your relationship to the world.  Has your view of the world and 
of your purpose in the world changed since you placed your faith in Christ?

2. How can you continue to be less conformed to the patterns of this world?



Day 20 
“They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.” (17:14b)

Father, continue to make known to me the eternal riches of Christ.  All that is in the world is 
passing away, including my own life.  From the moment I took my first breath in this world, I 
have been moving in the direction of death.  Our first breath is the first in a series that will 
inevitably lead to our last.  That is an inescapable fact.  So in a world where sin reigns in death, 
I rejoice in the knowledge of the Lord.  He is the one who is not of the world by His very nature.  
How is this so? First, He existed before He took on flesh.  He is one who has no beginning 
because He is Your only-begotten Son.  In that aspect of His divine nature He is entirely unique 
and set apart from us, so that in everything He might be preeminent. (Col 1:18) 

Yet, because He humbled Himself and became a partaker of flesh and blood, there is a 
possibility of union with Him.  It is this union with Him that makes it possible for those of us who 
are so unlike Him in nature to be made to be not of the world.  Were it not for His human nature, 
there would be no hope for mankind.  In this we can begin to understand something of the 
unsearchable riches of Your grace.  We must come to the realization that there is no way for us 
to escape this world where sin reigns in death apart from union with the one who is not of the 
world.  He effected this change in His disciples, and they didn’t do anything to deserve it.  They 
were joined with Him by faith so that He could say that what was true of Him was also true of 
them.  This is the way of eternal life.  The life is in Your Son (1 Jn 5:11), and we receive the life 
through faith in Him.  Our lives are not of this world because we have died, and our lives are 
hidden with Christ in You. (Col 3:3) When He appears, then we also will appear with Him in 
glory. (Col 3:4) Thank You for this amazing grace.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What are some ways that you can see the vanity and meaninglessness of earthly treasures?
2. How can you continue to make Christ the supreme desire of your life?



Day 21 
“I do not ask that You take them out of the world, but that You keep them from the evil 
one.” (17:15)

Father, the Lord clearly has a purpose for His disciples in this world.  This ought to give us great 
encouragement and motivation for living as He lived in the world.  As long as we are breathing 
in this world, we can be sure that He has a purpose for us.  What is it that Christ intends for His 
disciples to do as long as they live in the world?  It is that we would glorify Him. (v10) He is to be 
glorified in us.  How can we accomplish this great task?  First, we must never be ashamed of 
the testimony concerning Him, since it is Your power at work in us. (Rom 1:16) He has given us 
His word in order that we might speak it and proclaim it in the world.  In our profession of the 
gospel, He is glorified.  

Another way we glorify Him is in our love for Him and for one another.  If we will continue loving 
from a pure heart, we will keep His commandments.  There is no question that He is glorified in 
our obedience.  The darkness and evil of the world lies in the hatred of the human heart towards 
You and towards one another.  That hatred is in our hearts from the moment of our conception, 
(Ps 51:5) but in Him we are born again of imperishable seed for a sincere brotherly love. So if 
He is to be glorified in us, we must love one another earnestly from a pure heart. (1 Pet 1:22-23)

Another way He is glorified in us is by our rejoicing in our sufferings.  For no one can truly 
rejoice in the sufferings of the world except as they rejoice in hope of the glory of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ.  He is glorified in us as His joy is perfected in us through our being made 
like Him even in His sufferings.  Lastly, He is glorified in us as we are kept in Your name from 
the evil one.  So continue keeping us from the evil that is in the world as we live by faith in Your 
Son.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What are some particular ways you can glorify Christ in your life today?
2. Why do you think Christ has called you to suffer for His sake?



Day 22 
“I do not ask that You take them out of the world, but that You keep them from the evil 
one.” (17:15)

Father, we need Your protection from our enemies.  Our great enemies are not flesh and blood.  
Rather, it is spiritual forces of evil which wage war against our souls.  First and foremost, we 
face the devil and his demons, and they are far too strong for us.  Second, they rule over the 
darkness of the world, and because the world lies under their dominion, it also stands against us 
as an enemy.  “The world lies in the power of the evil one.” (1 John 5:19) Then, as if the world 
and the devil were not enough of an antagonistic force against us, we face an enemy within 
ourselves as we wrestle against the power of the flesh and indwelling sin, which makes us very 
susceptible to the snares and schemes of the devil.  

So, since we are so weak and so prone to stumble, we need You to keep us from the evil one.  
How do You do this?  You have many means of protecting us from these enemies, and they are 
all to be found in Christ Jesus.  You protect our whole being with the truth of Christ, which we 
wear as a belt girded up around us to protect us in those places where we are most vulnerable.  
You guard our hearts with His righteousness, which is a breastplate to cover us and protect us 
from the arrogance and pride of self.  And You guide and empower our wills with the readiness 
given by the gospel of peace. (Eph 6:14-15) 

Then, You give us defensive and offensive arms to bear so that we can be armed and ready 
when attacks come our way. (Eph 6:16-17)  Faith in Christ as our living and abiding Savior is 
our shield from the fiery darts of the enemy.  That faith is more than a subjective impulse of blind 
hope; it is a holding fast to the objective truths and promises granted to us through Christ Your 
Son.  Next, salvation in all its parts and parcels—regeneration, justification, adoption, 
sanctification, glorification—is our helmet, which keeps our minds from wandering off into vain 
speculation which leads to heresy.  We must maintain this general view of Your plan of salvation 
to protect our minds from partial truths, which the enemy is ever ready to insinuate to our minds 
to make us lose our balance.  He loves to get us overly focused on particulars at the expense of 
the general.  Lastly, Your word given to us by Christ is the sword of the Spirit, which will slay 
every enemy when handled properly.  Fill us with a full and accurate knowledge of Your word.  
Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Read Ephesians 6:10-17. Why is truth such an essential part of the armor of God?
2. What are some of the flaming darts of the enemy that he has tried to aim at you?



Day 23 
“They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.” (17:16)

Father, this truth is too great to be spoken only once, and so the Lord states it yet again to 
reinforce the central significance of our union with Him.  This is essential Christianity.  Christ is 
not of the world, and because He has made it possible for us to be joined to Him in a living 
union, we who believe in Him are not of the world.  The key to interpreting this statement 
correctly is the understanding that Christ’s death and resurrection are the means by which we 
are made to be not of the world.  His work is the ground of our hope, and apart from that work, 
we would still be of the world.  

Why does His work effect this change?  Because He is the last Adam, who became a life-giving 
Spirit.  As was the man of dust (Adam), so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man 
of heaven (Jesus), so also are those who are of heaven.  Just as we have borne the image of 
the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. (1 Cor 15:45, 48-49) It is a 
result of who He is by nature that we are made to be not of the world.  This is what He refers to 
as being born again.  It is being joined to Him so that we are made partakers of the life of 
heaven, and His Spirit works in us to make us like Him.  His death was necessary to make this 
union possible because we were sinners condemned to die.  We needed a sacrifice who was 
like us in every way, yet without sin.  That is exactly what He was made to be for us.  

By means of His sacrifice, we are forgiven and sanctified so that we can become partakers of 
His life and Spirit in His resurrection power.  His death is our death, so that His life might also be 
our life.  Continue to make known to us the power of our living Savior so that we will live 
according to the pattern of His life.  Whoever says he abides in Him ought to walk in the same 
way in which He walked. (1 Jn 2:6) Let us walk in the power of the new commandment, which is 
an old commandment, which is true in Him and in us. (1 Jn 2:7-8)  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Why are Christ’s death and resurrection the means by which He makes you to be not of the 
world?

2. Read Philippians 2:3-5. How is the mindset laid out in these verses different from the 
mindset of the world?



Day 24 
“Sanctify them in the truth, You word is truth.” (17:17)

Father, how consoling and comforting is the prayer of our High Priest on our behalf.  His 
concern in these hours preceding His death was for us—that we should be holy, as He was holy.  
There has never been anyone who has loved in the way that He loved us.  We know this 
because He gave Himself for us, that He might sanctify us, having cleansed us by the washing 
of water with the word. (Eph 5:25-27) We are sanctified in the truth which has been delivered to 
us.  As Your word comes to our ears and our hearts receive it by faith, the Spirit sanctifies us in 
His almighty power.  We must not forget that it is Your word as first preached by Your Son, then 
delivered to us through those who heard Him speak, which is the source of our sanctification. 
(Heb 2:3) 

This is one of the ways in which the gospel is Your power for salvation to everyone who 
believes. (Rom 1:16) The word You gave Your Son, and which He gave to us, not only cleanses 
us from sin but also makes us obedient from the heart. (Rom 6:17) Being forgiven by His blood, 
we are then sanctified by His living and abiding word in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Now we 
have received the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom.  And we all, with 
unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 
one degree of glory to another. (2 Cor 3:17-18) 

How can we ever return enough praise to You for the unsearchable riches of Your grace?  That 
we, who once were slaves to sin, should be made slaves of righteousness is a thought too 
wonderful for us!  It was an utter impossibility until we came to the knowledge of Your glorious 
Son through the preaching of Your word.  Yet now that we know Him in truth as our Lord and 
Savior, we are living in the power of the truth, which is Your word.  May we go on being made 
like Him in every characteristic and quality of the life He lived in the flesh until we see Him face 
to face and are like Him. (1 Jn 3:2) Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What does this verse (John 17:17) reveal to us about the relationship between the word of 
God and our sanctification (or being made holy)?

2. Since the word of God is the means of your sanctification, do you think your desire for it 
should continue to grow? Is it growing?



Day 25 
“As You sent Me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.” (17:18)

Father, yet again, the Lord makes a statement which reveals the nature of our union with Him.  
He has already stated twice that we are not of the world, just as He is not of the world.  Now, He 
declares that we are sent into the world as He was sent into the world.  The foundation of both 
these statements is our union with Him.  We are not of the world because we are joined to Him 
who is not of the world.  Then, He sends us into the world as those who are joined to Him to be 
the salt and light of the world.  In this we can learn the purpose of the Christian life.  It is 
obviously not just that we be forgiven and go on living just as we lived before.  Rather, we are 
forgiven so that He might send us into the world to fulfill the mission He began for us.  

We are meant to be fundamentally different from the world because of the new nature we 
receive from Christ.  There is a new power at work within us which is stronger than the powers 
that previously held us captive to our lusts and passions.  In this new power of the Spirit, we live 
as ambassadors for Christ, and You are making Your appeal to the world through us.  You have 
given us this ministry of reconciliation so that, just as we have been reconciled to You through 
faith in Christ, others may also be reconciled to You as we appeal to them to believe in Him as 
well.  (2 Cor 5:17-20)

Help us to not neglect our duty as those who have been sent by Your Son into the world.  We 
must be the light of the world so that others will glorify You for our good deeds. (Matt 5:14-16) 
Keep us dependent upon Your Son as we carry His words to the world.  We will need His grace 
as we face the persecution and hatred of the world which results from their enmity against You.  
They love the darkness more than the light, so they will hate us as we walk in the light and 
declare the truth.  Make us as wise as serpents and as gentle as doves.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What are some ways you have succeeded at being an ambassador for Christ?
2. What are some ways you could do a better job of being an ambassador for Christ?



Day 26 
“And for their sake I consecrate Myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.” (17:19)

Father, the mystery of our union with Christ continues to grow deeper and deeper with each 
statement He makes in this prayer.  This union is like the roots of a great tree—the deeper they 
go down into the earth, the higher the tree can grow. So as we grow in our knowledge of who 
He is and what He accomplished for us, we also grow in His grace and power of consecration in 
the Holy Spirit.  It was necessary that He should consecrate Himself in order that we, too, could 
be sanctified and consecrated to You.  

How did He consecrate Himself? Through a lifetime of complete submission to Your holy will, 
which culminated in the offering of Himself to You as a perfect sacrifice for sin in His death on 
the cross.  He came to do Your will, O God, and in Him, we are set apart to do the same.  How 
can we be consecrated as He was? “There is but one way.  He has ‘consecrated Himself,’ and 
by our union with Him through faith, our selfishness may be subdued, and the Spirit of Christ 
may dwell in our hearts, to make us ‘living sacrifices, consecrated and acceptable to [You].’ 
Then shall we be truly consecrated, and then only, when we can say, ‘I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me.’”1

As we are joined with Him in His death, we are also made to be partakers of His life and are set 
free from sin.  Now we live in a new way, not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  
So make known to us the power of Christ’s consecration, which is my consecration, so that I 
consider myself truly to be dead indeed unto sin and alive to You in Christ Jesus.  Let us not 
present our members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present ourselves to You as 
those who have been brought from death to life, and our members to You as instruments for 
righteousness (Rom 6:11,13).  Amen. 

Questions for Reflection:

1. What encouragement can you take form the knowledge that Christ consecrated Himself for 
your sake?

2. Have you presented yourself to God as one who has been brought from death to life? Are 
you presenting your body to God as an instrument for righteousness? Why or why not?

1. Maclaren, Alexander. MacLaren’s Expositions of Holy Scripture: The Intercessor.  Retrieved 
from https://biblehub.com/commentaries/maclaren/john/17.htm
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Day 27 
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word.” (17:20)

Father, I am amazed that the Lord thought to pray for us even in the hours preceding His death.  
He knows all those ho are His, and in His tender mercy and compassion, He had every one of 
us on His mind as He went up to Calvary to bear away our sins.  We were, in many ways, the 
joy set before Him as He endured the cross.  His knowledge of all those who would believe in 
Him and be saved gave Him great strength to endure because He knew that we would be a holy 
people, set apart for Your glory.  

Ultimately, His joy comes from the fact that He is glorified in us, since You are also glorified as 
He is glorified.  All that He did was intended for Your glory.  What a wonderful thought this is!  He 
died for us for Your glory.  This is wonderful because it means that by His death we can be 
made into creatures capable of bringing You glory.  Apart from His death, I am nothing but a 
vessel of wrath, prepared for destruction. (Rom 9:22) There is a sense in which You are even 
glorified by those who remain the objects of Your wrath, because in their destruction Your justice 
and righteousness will be vindicated.  But how much more wonderful is the glory You receive 
from those who are crucified with Christ through faith and are made and fashioned into vessels 
of mercy, which You prepared beforehand for glory! (Rom 9:23) You have made known to us the 
riches of Your glory, and in Christ we actually live to the praise of Your glory and grace. 

That is why Christ prayed for us before He died.  His prayer was the seal of the promise, since 
You are pleased to hear every prayer He utters on our behalf.  He still lives to intercede for us.  
In the power of His intercession, we actually become like Him as vessels of the gracious 
influence of the Holy Spirit.  May we be strengthened with assurance and confidence that 
because He has prayed for us and died for us, we will be made like Him.  Help us to live today 
in the confidence and boldness that ought to be ours through the knowledge of His intercession 
for us.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. How difficult is it for you to think of others when you are suffering? How can the grace of 
Jesus help you to be more selfless even in the midst of suffering?

2. What encouragement can you take form the fact that Christ prayed for you before He went 
to the cross?



Day 28 
“that they may all be one, just as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they also may be in 
us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.” (17:21)

Father, what is the unity that Christ has prayed for us?  This unity is not merely something of 
external organization.  It is the unity of the Godhead, which is the highest mystery our minds can 
fathom.  We really can’t understand this concept, and yet somehow we are meant to be living 
examples of it.  How can we model something we can’t even understand?  Clearly, at this point, 
we are entirely dependent upon the power of the one who prays for us that we may all be one.  

Christ knows the fulness of the mystery of His oneness with You because He shares in Your 
glory.  And He has the power to give us the Holy Spirit.  We receive grace upon grace from Him, 
and as we learn to live in dependence upon His graces, we also live in the power of the Holy 
Spirit who is one with Him and with You.  As we participate in the life of the Spirit, we live in the 
unity of the Godhead.  This is a unity founded upon truth.  It is founded upon the truth that we 
heard from the beginning, which is that Christ is in You, and You are in Him.  Whoever 
confesses the Son has the Father also. (1 Jn 2:23) If what we heard from the beginning abides 
in us, then we too will abide in the Son and in the Father. (1 Jn 2:24) 

Our unity must be found in our fellowship with the Son, and through Him with You.  We have 
been anointed with the Holy One, and we know all things. (1 Jn 2:20) Let our oneness be living 
and true—the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  This is an internal unity produced by the 
life that is given to those who believe.  We all participate in the life of the Holy Spirit, and thus 
we all ought to be one, just as You are in the Son, and He is in You.  Lead us on in the 
sanctification that produces this living and vital oneness.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. How is the unity which Christ prays for the church different from the unity which the world is 
seeking?

2. Do you ever struggle to live in unity with your family and friends? Where are some of the 
hindrances to that unity?



Day 29 
“that they may all be one, just as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they also may be in 
us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.” (17:21)

Father, why has the church always struggled so helplessly at being one?  Why all the division?  
Why all the fighting over doctrine and authority?  To me, there can only be one explanation for 
this.  It is that we have relied upon our own wisdom rather than Yours.  When the church 
becomes focused on men rather than Christ crucified, problems of division arise.  This is what 
Paul described of the situation in Corinth.  People were dividing themselves over the matter of 
the human authority they followed, some saying, “I follow Paul,” or, “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow 
Cephas,” or, “I follow Christ.”  Thus, the church was being divided into factions due to an over-
emphasis upon human wisdom and strength.  

How did Paul confront and correct this great error?  By reminding them of the gospel, and 
specifically the message of the cross.  He reminded them that their power for all things 
pertaining to godliness, even unity, rested in the message of the cross.  Thus he told them, 

When I came to you, brothers, I did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God 
with lofty speech or wisdom.  For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified.  And I was with you in weakness, and in fear and with much 
trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the 
wisdom of men but in the power of God. (1 Cor 2:1-5)

That is the message, the only message, that has the power to make men one as You are one.  
All other messages divide and create competition, but this one humbles even the ones who 
proclaim it.  The cross makes us one because it joins us to Christ and makes us partakers of the 
Spirit of God, that we might understand the things freely given us by You. (1 Cor 2:12) May we 
all have the mind of Christ, so as to walk in the unity of the Spirit.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Why do you think it is the gospel of Jesus Christ crucified which is the only message that 
can make us one?

2. What are some ways that you have seen divisions causing problems in the church? How 
can you help to promote greater unity in your church?



Day 30 
that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.” (17:21b)

Father, here is a great and convicting teaching about the way in which the church will reach the 
lost.  The Lord does not pray that we would have wisdom and resources to execute great 
evangelical campaigns that will draw the lost.  There is no indication that we will need to plan 
creative strategies for reaching the lost.  There is a simple cause-and-effect relationship 
between our being in You and in Your Son and the world believing that You have sent Him.  The 
more we abide in Christ, and He in us, as branches in the vine, the more effective we will 
become in evangelism.  

It is the Christ-like character of the members of the body of Christ which will cause the 
unbelieving world to take notice of our message.  As the world sees the power of Christ in us 
through the fruit the Spirit is bearing in us, they will be confronted with the living reality of the 
power of the gospel and many will come to faith.  If we love one another, all people will know 
that we are Christ’s disciples. (Jn 13:35) 

So make known to us our great need for abiding in fellowship with You and Your Son.  Let every 
member of the body of Your Son live in the purity and holiness of communion with You.  For if 
we say we have fellowship with You while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the 
truth.  But if we walk in the light, as You are in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus Your Son cleanses us from all sin. (1 Jn 1:6-7) Keep us from depending 
on our strategies and human wisdom for evangelism.  In all things, may we live by faith in Your 
power to save to the uttermost all who believe in Christ.  May we purify ourselves, even as we 
are pure.  Make us one, Father, that the world may believe You sent Your Son.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Why do you think the world will believe that God sent Jesus Christ as a result of your 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ?

2. Do you think your lifestyle is helping other people believe that God sent Jesus Christ?



Day 31 
“The glory You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one even as We are 
one.” (17:22)
 
Father, how often has the glory of the gospel brought me to ask this question: “How can this 
be?” How can it be that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternally-begotten Son of God, through whom 
all things were made, has given us His glory?  I am a worm; I am a creature of the dust, and I 
have disowned You countless times.  I am utterly underserving of any share of the glory of the 
Lord.  How can You be so gracious?  It was nothing in me which led You to send Christ into the 
world.  It was all the effect of Your gracious and loving will.  
 
You wanted to give Your Son a people who would be willingly and joyfully His own.  You wanted 
His glory to be manifested not only in Himself, but also in those You would give to Him.  Thus, in 
union with Him, we actually share in His glory, not in full measure, but in the measure to which 
we can attain by Your grace.  We can be filled with all the fulness of God (Eph 3:19) as Christ 
dwells in our hearts through faith. (Eph 3:17) As He dwells in us, You lead us in triumphal 
procession, and through us spread the fragrance of the knowledge of Him everywhere. (2 Cor 
2:14) It is the knowledge of Christ which is our greatest and only glory.  I have no glory in 
myself, but if I know Him and believe You sent Him, I receive of His glory.  

The inevitable question that arises from such thoughts as these is, “Who is sufficient for these 
things?” (2 Cor 2:16) Not I, but Christ.  As I live by faith in Him and grow in the knowledge of 
Him and my love for Him goes on increasing, I become a new creation.  I am made to be a fit 
ambassador for Christ not by my strength, but by the grace You supply in Him.  Oh, that I would 
live as one who has been given glory by Your only-begotten Son.  Let His glory be seen in me 
as a member of His living body.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What role do you think gratitude should play in the Christian life in light of the grace that we 
receive in our salvation?

2. What are some things in your life that may at times “fill you up” instead of Christ?  How 
might you empty yourself of these things and be more filled with all the fulness of God?



Day 32 
“The glory that You have given Me I have given them, that they may be one even as We are 
one.” (17:22)

Father, as Christians, we bear the name of Your blessed Son.  This name is the name which 
You gave Him: Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God.  The world despises this name, and Your 
enemies scoff at it and use it in vain.  But we who believe in Him are kept in His name, and He 
has given us His glory—the glory of the one and only Son of God.  It is our oneness with Him 
that produces oneness with one another.  If we do not abide in fellowship with Him, then we will 
not abide in fellowship with one another.  His glory is intended to be manifested in us as we 
abide in Him.

What is the glory that is given to us?  “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 
should be called the sons of God; and so we are.  Beloved, we are the sons of God now, and 
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, 
because we shall see Him as He is.” (1 Jn 3:1-2) The glory of His own that He gives to us is that 
we receive the adoption as sons.  He is the Son, eternally-begotten of You, but in Him, we are 
adopted sons, co-heirs with Christ.  We are now born again of incorruptible seed. 

“No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, and he cannot 
keep sinning, because he has been born of God.  By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of 
God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.” (1 Jn 3:9-10) It is our new birth which gives 
us power to be one as You are one.  It is Your seed in us which bears the fruit which leads to 
true unity.  So sanctify us in the truth: Your word is truth.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What are some of the rights and privileges of adoption that you have received from Christ?
2. How should being an adopted child of God change the way that you live?



Day 33 
“I in them and You in Me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that 
You sent Me and loved them even as You love Me.” (17:23)

Father, if what we heard from the beginning abides in us, then we will abide in the Son and in 
You. (1 Jn 2:24) What is it that we have heard from the beginning?  It is that Jesus Christ is He 
who was from the beginning, the word of life, which was with You and was made manifest to us. 
(1 Jn 1:1-2) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. (Jn 1:1) He is the Alpha, the first, and He is also the Omega, the last, who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty. (Rev 1:8, 17) It is only as we live by faith in this testimony that 
He abides in us, and that we become perfectly one. 

There is no unity apart from faith in Him.  That is why unity is something we cannot create or 
somehow muster up with our own powers of organization.  Unity cannot be a human creation.  It 
can be forged and counterfeited by us, but the true thing can only be found in You.  For You are 
the unified One, the Holy Three-in-one God, who created all things in wisdom and harmony.  But 
man rebelled against You, and became divided even against his own self.  This rebellion has 
gone on stirring up wars and bitter rivalries even in families as we set ourselves against one 
another because we are set against You.  So all our efforts for unity, be it through tolerance and 
ecumenism or through rigidity and regulations, are in vain.  Unless we will start by believing in 
the One You have sent, we will never be one with one another.  

You sent Him to make us one.  We are one under His authority and rule, and we are one in our 
fellowship with Him.  You join us to Him and redeem us from the curse of sin with His precious 
blood, so that we might become like Him in Spirit.  So may He be in us and we in Him by 
continuing in what we heard from the beginning, until we shall see Him as He is and be like Him.  
Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Can you think of any times you have felt divided against yourself?
2. How can the salvation that Jesus Christ offers you help to make you more unified with God 

and with others?



Day 34 
“Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, may be with Me where I am, to see 
My glory that You have given Me because You loved Me before the foundation of the 
world.” (17:24)

Father, how precious to me are Your thoughts!  Perhaps even more precious is the knowledge 
of Your desires.  For Your will is always good, pleasing, and perfect, so everything You desire is 
ultimately good. (Rom 12:2) So to hear the Lord say that it is His desire that we may be with 
Him where He is, to see His glory, is perhaps one of the greatest revelations I can receive.  It is 
clear that in this statement the Lord is thinking about where He is going to be, not where He is 
physically at the moment He utters the prayer.  His desire is that we be with Him in glory, 
beyond the veil.  I know His desire will be fulfilled because of who He is and what He has done.  
He will not fail in bringing us to Himself at the end.  

I also believe that His desire to bring us with Him to where He is ought to be a truth that 
establishes us in faith today.  There is a sense in which, though we are not there with Him now, 
we are there by faith.  Faith brings the things we hope for in the future into the present so that 
we walk in the assurance of the promise.  In the present we say things like, “I am convinced,” or, 
“I know,” because all that Christ desires and all that He has promised is absolutely certain to 
come to pass.  Not only that, He has also given us a deposit, or a seal, of the guarantee that 
what He did for us has brought us a sure and final salvation.  The Holy Spirit brings the realities 
of the Kingdom of heaven down from where Christ is into our hearts.  He empowers and 
enables us to see Christ with the eyes of faith, having the veil removed from our hearts.  And we 
all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another. (2 Cor 3:16, 18) Do this work in us today.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Do you desire a greater assurance of salvation? What are some ways you might receive 
greater assurance?

2. Why do you think being with Christ and seeing His glory can give you eternal satisfaction?



Day 35 
“…to see My glory that You have given Me because You loved Me before the foundation of the 
world.” (17:24b)

Father, the glory of this prayer from the Lord’s lips has been too great for my feeble mind.  Each 
morning, as I have encountered new statements about the relationship between You and Your 
Son, and the relationship between Him and us, I have been confounded by the glory of the 
mystery of the Godhead, which is revealed and openly declared in Christ Jesus.  It is revealed 
in Him, but it is a concept beyond my reasoning capacities.  This ought to do nothing more than 
to humble me into the dust and lead me to praise You.  I ought to be “lost in wonder, love, and 
praise.”  For this love of which the Lord speaks, with which You loved Him before the foundation 
of the world, is love Divine, all loves excelling.  This is eternal love, for You have loved the Son 
in all His holiness and glory forever.  He was, and is, and is to come, and as He has always 
shared in Your divine nature as Your only-begotten Son, so He has been loved by You since 
before the foundation of the world.  

This love that has been so perfectly communicated between You and Your Son for all eternity is 
the ground and reason of the glory that You have given Him, which is the glory He desires for us 
to see and even to receive a share of.  This is the incomprehensible greatness of the love of 
Christ which has been revealed to us in the gospel.  You love the Son and the Son loves You, 
and You love the world even as the Son loves the world and gave Himself for it.  The love You 
have shared together with Him forever is the love that He has brought into the world by 
becoming a man.  Now, because You love Him as a man, and because He has offered perfect 
obedience as a man, even to the point of death, that He might cleanse us from sin; we, too, 
receive love from You as our Father in Him.  And as we share in Your love we also grow in grace 
and the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is our only hope for being loved by You.  
Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. How can a true understanding of the love of God help you to gain a better understanding of 
what love is?

2. What are some particular characteristics of the love of God? Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.



Day 36 
“O righteous Father, even though the world does not know You, I know You, and these know 
that You have sent Me.” (17:25)

Father, I can sense the longing in Your Son’s heart to be back in glory with You as He utters 
these words.  As He reaches the close of this great prayer, He addresses You with words of 
intense yearning, “O righteous Father.”  Why is He mindful of Your righteousness in this 
moment?  Perhaps it is partly because He knows it is Your righteousness which will be His 
vindication after He suffers and bears the iniquity of all.  In Your righteous judgment, You would 
not allow Your Holy One to rot.  There is a sense in which the Lord is bracing Himself for the 
cross throughout the entirety of this prayer.  He began the prayer by acknowledging that the 
hour had come—the hour of His glorification and the hour of His death.  Now, as He closes the 
prayer He passionately acknowledges that You are righteous, which for Him must have been a 
great consolation as His enemies were conspiring to arrest Him.  

Your righteousness means that the righteous will inherit eternal life.  Since He is righteous even 
as You are righteous, He knew that He would be raised from the dead as the victorious one.  
This is the ground of our consolation in the midst of our sufferings as well.  Though we are not 
righteous in ourselves, in Him we are made righteous by faith.  We receive the gift of His 
righteousness in order that we, too, might confidently address You as our righteous Father.  
Whereas Your righteousness was once a terror to us because of our sin and transgression, now 
it is the source of our hope and joy.  For just as You raised Christ from the dead in Your 
righteous judgment, so You will raise us in Him.  “For if we have been united with Him in a death 
like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His.” (Rom 6:5) So in this 
world where sin reigns in death, we, too, cry out to You as our righteous Father because we 
believe and know that You sent Your Son, and He is our righteousness.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Have you ever been afraid of approaching God because of His righteousness and holiness?
2. Why can you approach Him with boldness in Christ? (Heb 4:16)



Day 37 
“O righteous Father, even though the world does not know You, I know You, and these know 
that You have sent Me.” (17:25)

Father, there is a difference between our knowledge of You and Christ’s knowledge of You.  He 
knows You perfectly and completely.  There is nothing lacking in His knowledge of You.  But we 
know You only through Him.  He does not need any kind of a mediator between You and 
Himself.  He speaks directly to You as the Son because You have given Him Your name and 
Your glory.  There is nothing between You and Him—no sin, no darkness, no ignorance.  Not 
even His human nature can hinder His oneness with You, which means He is not like us in the 
way He was born.  He was conceived in holiness by the Holy Spirit, but we are conceived in 
iniquity as the seed of Adam.  So we must recognize that Your Son is absolutely and entirely 
unique.  

This is what is expressed in the Greek name monogenēs Theos, which means the only-
begotten God. (Jn 1:18) That name can only be attributed to Him, and as such, He is the only 
one who has truly seen You and known You.  He is uncreated and existed eternally with You 
before He ever came into this world.  But the wondrous thing about this only-begotten God 
(monogenēs Theos) is that He has come and has made You known. (Jn 1:18) But the only ones 
to whom He makes You known are those who know that You sent Him.  This is the faith that 
leads to the knowledge of God.  It is faith in Jesus Christ as the Son, who was sent by You in 
order to bring us eternal life.  What is eternal life?  That we know You, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom You have sent. (Jn 17:3) It is our knowledge of the fact that You sent Him 
and that He is the Messiah, the one Mediator between You and man, who gave Himself as a 
ransom for all (1 Tim 2:4-5), that provides us with eternal life in Him.  We must know Him if we 
want to know You.  So teach us more about Him.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Why does Jesus Christ have the power to give you eternal life?
2. What are some of the things that you know about God because you know that He sent 

Jesus Christ?



Day 38 
“I made known to them Your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which 
You have loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” (17:26)

Father, the only reason I can come to You this morning and call out to You as “Abba, Father” is 
that Your Son continues to make You known.  He has been accomplishing this work in the 
hearts of all those You have given to Him ever since He returned to You.  That is one of His 
greatest tasks in His heavenly session at Your right hand.  He made Your name known in His life 
on earth to the Apostles, and when He sent the Holy Spirit to them from heaven after His 
ascension, they declared Your name to the world in the power of the Spirit.  It was the power of 
their testimony about Your name as it had been revealed to them through Christ, which changed 
the course of history.  

Through them, many believed in You and in Your Son, and so the power of the gospel spread 
like wildfire across the Roman world.  This is the message the world still needs today.  Cultures 
and nations and circumstances may change, but the need of mankind never changes.  We need 
to be born again to a living hope.  We need to have the eyes of our understanding opened.  We 
need to know Your name.  And there is only one way that we can know Your name: through 
Jesus Christ making it known to us.  He is the way, the truth, and the life, and no one comes to 
You apart from Him.  

What is the primary means He has appointed for making Your name known today?  It is through 
the preaching of the gospel—the unashamed, unabashed, unadulterated preaching of this one 
and only hope for mankind.  Make us like the Apostles in their boldness and confidence, and in 
their knowledge and understanding of the Holy Scriptures.  Let the saints be heralds today so 
that Christ will continue to make Your name known.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What is the message that the Apostles proclaimed about Jesus after He returned to His 
glory? Can you name some of the fundamental truths contained in the gospel, or the 
announcement of good news?

2. Why is the gospel your only hope of salvation?



Day 39 
“I made known to them Your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which 
You have loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” (17:26)

Father, is Your love in me?  Do I love with the same kind of love You have for Your Son?  Has 
the Holy Spirit poured Your love into my heart?  Do I even understand the standard of this love?  
I will never fully fathom the love with which You have loved Your Son, but if I am rooted and 
grounded in this love, You will give me greater strength to comprehend with all saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that I may be filled with all the fulness of You. (Rom 5:5, Eph 3:17-19) 

This is a vital part of my sanctification in the truth.  I need Your love to be in me.  This means, 
first, that I comprehend the nature of Your love.  It is unconditional, steadfast, selfless, sacrificial, 
generous, serving love.  It is love that delights in giving itself for others.  Your love finds greater 
joy in seeking the good of others than in seeking its own good.  Secondly, I must know that You 
have loved me with the love that You have for Your Son.  I am an object of Your love, but only on 
the basis of my union with Christ.  Thus, my knowledge and experience of Your perfect love 
must be according to the truth.  For I cannot know or experience Your love apart from Jesus 
Christ.  It is faith in Him alone which causes me to be born again into a new nature and a new 
relationship with You.  

Thirdly, Your love must drive and direct my life.  In other words, I must actually express Your 
love in all my other relationships.  Your love being in me means that I will love all with the same 
love, which will be an emblem to the world that I belong to You.  Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Do you think you have an understanding of God’s love? How can you gain a better 
understanding of it?

2. What are some places in your life where you are not loving others as well as you should be? 
How can you love others more like Christ has loved you?



Day 40 
“…and I in them.” (17:26b)

Father, how fitting that this prayer, and this whole section from chapters 13-17 should end with 
these 3 words.  “I in them.”  For is this not the beating heart of this portion of Scripture known as 
the Upper Room Discourse?  It was there under the surface in chapter 13 as He set the 
example for us by washing the disciples’ feet.  For in that example and in the concept of a new 
commandment—that just as He loved us, we also are to love one another—the reality and 
power of His abiding presence is absolutely necessary.  We cannot hope to follow the example 
of chapter 13 and live in obedience to the new commandment apart from the new birth, by 
which He comes to dwell in us by the Holy Spirit.  

It was certainly there in chapter 14 as he promised the Spirit of truth would be in the disciples.  
In conjunction with the sending of the Holy Spirit, He said, “In that day, you will know that I am in 
My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.” (14:20) Then, in chapter 15, He began to unpack this 
promise in all its glory through the analogy of the vine and the branches.  The whole point of 
that analogy was to show the living and vital relationship that would exist between us and Him 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Then, in chapter 16, He explained why it was not until He departed that they would receive the 
promised Holy Spirit.  “It is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper 
will not come to you.  But if I go, I will send Him to you.” (16:7) Then, finally, in chapter 17, He 
gave all these promises a sure and final capstone by praying for the disciples and for us that He 
would be in us, and us in Him, even as You are in Him.  This is the glory of the Christian life, and 
we must never forget it.  It is ultimately why He came—that He would be in us and bring us to 
You.  So may we live in the hope of glory, which is Christ in us. (Col 1:27) Amen.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What do you think it means for Christ to be in you? What might be some ways you could 
grow in your understanding of what this means?

2. What are some privileges that you have because Christ is in you?


