
The Dwelling Place

Praying through John 17


Leaders Guide


Preparation & Study: 
Before meeting with your group, spend some time familiarizing yourself with the text of John 
17.  Read through the passage several times, and ask the Lord to give you wisdom and 
understanding as you read.  


Opening Discussion 
As you gather your group together, open up an opportunity for everyone to share about a time 
in their lives when they were faced with a particularly daunting challenge.  Ask them to share 
some steps that they took to prepare themselves to face such a challenge.  


Video 
After giving everyone an opportunity to share, let them know that the subject for tonight’s study 
will be John 17, when Jesus prayed to prepare Himself for the greatest challenge He would 
ever face in His life on this earth—His death on the cross.  Then transition to the video, which 
will set up the night’s prayer and discussion time.  


Read The Text 
After watching the video, read through John 17 out loud together.  It might be worthwhile to go 
around in the circle, having each person read a verse at a time, or just have one person 
volunteer to read the text.  


After reading the passage, open up a time of discussion with the following questions to guide 
the discussion:

1. What are some of the particular desires that Jesus expresses in His prayer.  In other words, 

what are the specific requests He makes?  

2. What are some statements that Jesus makes which reveal something about His divine 

nature and glory to us?  How should we respond to such statements?

3. What comforts and encouragements can you draw from the particular requests that Jesus 

made for His church before His death?  


Time in Prayer 
After discussing the text together, transition to a time of prayer.  Break up the prayer time into 
two sections.  It may be helpful to break your group up into smaller groups of 2-3 people to 
give everyone time and opportunity to pray.  


1. Praise and Adoration: Begin this prayer time by praising God for some of the praiseworthy 
attributes of His nature revealed in John 17, as well as praising Him for some of the 
blessings promised in this passage.  


2. Prayer and Supplication: Having given praise to God, take time to ask God for some of 
the very things that Christ has asked for us in this prayer:


	 -Greater faith in Christ as Savior and High Priest

	 -Protection from the evil one and from the world

	 -Sanctification in the truth (the word of God): Pray for one anothers’ purity and holiness 

	 -Unity

	 -Love for one another

	 -For God’s name to be known and renowned in and through your lives.  


As you close, offer the optional 40-day prayer guide to anyone who would like to 
continue in praying through this passage at home.


