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DISCOVERY 

 Assurance of Salvation 

DISCOVER 
Each topic will provide a scriptural foundation, the concepts underlying 
the topic, and questions for the students to demonstrate their under-
standing of the topic. It is anticipated that these will be taught in a small 
group setting and take approximately 45-50 minutes. You are free to 
modify the concepts taught into your own words, but actual scriptural 
references should be included. There is a student handout for each 
teaching module which also includes student assignments. 

DEMONSTRATE 
In preparation for this topic, think of examples of how the Assurance of 
Salvation has impacted your own life and how it could be incorporated 
into your group’s walk with the Lord. 

DEVELOP 
Each module will contain questions for the students to answer that 
should give you an opportunity to determine if the Key Considerations 
are understood. 

DEEPER 
Be sure to leave time at the start of each meeting to allow the students 
to share their answers/responses to their previous assignments. 

DISCERNMENT 
The Disciple has a good understanding of the subject. 

The Disciple has expressed ownership of the concepts. 

The Disciple is integrating the concepts into his/her personal walk  
with Christ. 

DAILY LIVING 
A memory verse is provided at the end as a suggestion for them to 
practice and pray through each day. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEADER 
OVERVIEW 
This topic is designed to help  
the student understand that 
their profession of faith in Jesus 
as their Lord and Savior assures 
them of their salvation. 

 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Ensure they  
do not confuse assurance  
of salvation with eternal  
security.  Although information 
is contained in the section on 
Eternal Security, it should only 
be discussed if the issue is 
raised by the student(s).   
Remember, the topic of  
Eternal Security has divided 
many believers over the years.  
As the students mature in their 
faith, they need to carefully 
meditate on God’s Word and 
come to their own conclusions  
on this issue. 
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ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 
God wants believers to be assured of their salvation. He wants us to 
know without a doubt that, having repented and trusted in Jesus, we 
have eternal life and will never perish. 

 John 3:16   /   Hebrews 6:11   /   1 Peter 1:23   /   1 John 5:12-13 

Additional verses to look up on your own:   
John 6:47; 10:28-29   /   Hebrews 17-20; 7:25   /   Romans 5:1 

God is Faithful 
God is faithful and His promises can be trusted.  

 John 6:37   /   Romans 10:13   /   1 Thessalonians 5:24 

Additional verses to look up on your own:   
2 Timothy 1:12; 2:19   /   Hebrews 10:22-23   /   1 Peter 1:5 

God Accepts Us 
Believers have this assurance because our salvation depends not on 
anything we have done—apart from accepting Jesus as our Lord and 
Savior by faith— but on what God has done for us in Christ. Through 
Christ’s death, God has forgiven our sins and brought us into a new 
relationship with Himself. God now accepts us as being “in Christ.” 

 Romans 3:23-25   /   Ephesians 1:7   /   Hebrews 10:14   /   Jude 24 

Additional verses to look up on your own:   
Romans 5:1; 8:1,33-34   /   Hebrews 10:17-18, 22   /  1 John 2:3-6 

Nothing Can Separate Us 
Nothing can separate us from the love of God. 

 Romans 8:35-39   /   Ephesians 2:4-5 

We Receive God’s Spirit 
We receive from God the gift of the Holy Spirit as the guarantee of our  
salvation. The Holy Spirit is God’s mark of ownership on us. 

Romans 8:16   /   2 Corinthians 1:22   /   Ephesians 1:13-14 
1 John 4:13 

Additional verses to look up on your own: 
Ephesians 4:30 

The Response Of Believers 
These great facts are all concerned with what God has done, and they 
are the basis of true assurance. In addition, however, there is an 
awareness within believers themselves that they are children of God 
(see Romans 8:16). 
 

DISCUSSION 
NOTE: Ask before beginning 
the lesson: How do we know 
that we have eternal life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do some people  
believe that they’re not good 
enough to be saved? 

(When we take our eyes  
off of Jesus and His  
righteousness, we focus  
on ourselves and our lack  
of righteousness.) 

 

NOTE: Ask before “Nothing  
Can Separate Us” section:  
Is there anything we can do  
to separate us from God’s 
 love for us? 

 

When do we receive  
God’s Spirit? 
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This added assurance within believers comes from a variety of 
experiences relating to their new life. Such experiences include: 

• their desire to obey God (1 John 2:3-6); 
• their sensitivity to sin (2 Timothy 2:19; 1 John 3:4-10,19-21) 
• their awareness of God’s discipline in their lives 

(Hebrews 12:5-8); 
• their love for others (1 John 3:14-15); 
• their desire to know more of God and his Word (1 Peter 2:2-3), 

and; 
• their constant perseverance in the faith (Mark 4:18-20;  

1 Peter 1:6-9; Hebrews 6:11-12).  

Without these evidences of a changed life, those who claim to have 
assurance of salvation are deceiving themselves. 

 Titus 1:16   /   1 John 2:4   /   Matthew 7:22-23 

Additional verses to look up on your own:   
1 John 2:9-11; 3:10   /   Matthew 25:41-46 

 

ETERNAL SECURITY 
REMEMBER: Eternal Security should only be discussed if the issue is 
raised by the student(s). The topic of Eternal Security has divided many 
Believers over the years. As the students mature in their faith, they 
need to carefully meditate on God’s Word and come to their own 
conclusions on this issue. 

Contemporary Christianity needs to deal forthrightly with the universal 
human problem of insecurity. The natural gulf between the invisible, 
infinite God and finite, fallible humanity makes the quest for assurance 
and security a very significant theological issue. Slogans such as “once 
saved, always saved,” and “eternal security” often easily gain a 
reverential status normally reserved only for biblical texts and become 
symbols of “evangelical orthodoxy.” Indeed, it comes as a shock to 
some when they discover that these slogans are not actually biblical 
terms, but theological man-made terms. 

 

CALVINISM 
Named after one of the Reformation’s greatest Biblical scholars, John 
Calvin (1509–1564), Calvinism became a historical development of 
Calvin’s thought as laid out in the Institutes. The Synod of Dort (1618–
1619) set forth what has become the standard summary of the major 
tenets of Calvinism. These are captured in the acronym TULIP (total 
depravity, unconditional election, limited atonement, irresistible grace 
and the perseverance of the saints). It is from Calvin’s work that the 
terms “once saved, always saved” and “eternal security” are developed. 

DISCUSSION 
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ARMINIANISM  
Named after James Arminius (1560–1609), a Dutch theologian and 
pastor, Arminianism as a theological system developed mainly as a 
response to Lutheran and especially Calvinist views on the doctrine of 
predestination. Unlike Calvinists (and Lutherans), who saw 
predestination as an unconditional action of God in electing individuals 
to salvation, Arminius taught that predestination was based on God’s 
foreknowledge in seeing whether an individual would freely accept or 
reject Christ. The resulting theology also asserted that insofar as 
salvation is freely chosen, it could also be freely lost—a concept foreign 
to Calvinist and Lutheran understandings. (Ephesians 4:30) 

DISCUSSION 
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