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BAPTISM 
Christian baptism is a ceremony commanded by Jesus, by which 
Christians make a public confession that they have repented of their 
sins and committed themselves in faith to Jesus as their Savior and Lord. 

 Matthew 28:19   /   Acts 2:38,41; 9:18; 10:47-48   /   Roman 10:9 

The Bible speaks of people going into the water to be baptized, but it 
gives no detailed description of the act of baptism.  

 Acts 8:38   /   Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Pre-Christian Baptism 

Although it had great significance in the birth and growth of the church 
as recorded in Acts, baptism was practiced before this. 

 Luke 3:3   /   John 3:22-23   /   Acts 13:24 

 

Those who accepted Jesus as the Savior-Messiah would enter the 
kingdom of God and, through Jesus' gift of the Holy Spirit, receive an 
inner power to live righteously. 

 Matthew 3:11   /   John 1:26-28,31,33   /   Acts 1:5 

 

The Baptism of Jesus 

Jesus' baptism in water prefigured a far greater 'baptism' that was yet 
to come; for he, as man's representative, would suffer God's judgment 
on man's sin through his death on the cross. 

 Luke 12:50   /   Mark 10:38 

Having shown his intentions openly, Jesus then received openly the 
Father's gift of the Spirit's unlimited power to enable Him to carry out 
His messianic work. 

 Matthew 3:16   /   John 3:34   /   Acts 10:37-38 

The Father's expression of full satisfaction with his Son consisted of 
combined quotations from the Old Testament relating to God's 
messiah-king and God's submissive servant. In both cases the God-
appointed tasks could be carried out only in the power of the Spirit  

 Matthew 3:17   /   Psalm 2:7   /   Isaiah 11:1-2; 42:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION 
When you became a Christ 
follower, what changed? 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where you surprised by John 
the Baptist’s reaction to Jesus 
request to be baptized in 
Matthew 14? 
 
 

 

Why was Jesus baptized if  
He didn’t need to repent of  
His sins? 
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Christian Baptism 

As Jesus preached the message of the kingdom, those who accepted  
his message and entered the kingdom showed the genuineness of their 
faith and repentance by being baptized.  

 John 3:22; 4:1-2 

Just before he returned to his heavenly Father, the risen Christ told  
his disciples to spread the good news of his kingdom worldwide and  
to baptize those who believed. 

 Matthew 28:19 

The book of Acts shows how the early Christians carried out his 
command. 

  Acts 2:38,41;  8:12,35-39;  10:47-48;  16:13-15,31-33;  18:8 

Paul, the great interpreter of Christian belief and practice, saw baptism 
as more than just a declaration of faith; he saw it as having meaning 
that is tied up with the unique union that believers have with Jesus 
Christ. 

 Romans 6:3   /   Galatians 3:27 

Baptism is also a witness, or testimony. It declares that believers are 
cleansed from sin; given the Holy Spirit; and, introduced into the body 
of Christ, the church. 

 Acts 22:16   /   Acts 10:47   /   1 Corinthians 12:13 
       Galatians 3:26-28 

 

Pray 

Thank God for Jesus’ example in being baptized and beginning His  
public ministry. Pray that we would understand Jesus’ role as a bridge 
between us and God, and that we would faithfully follow Him. Pray for 
those who need to take the next step of obeying God through baptism. 

 

  

DISCUSSION 
 
Why should baptism come after 
we have received salvation? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you demonstrate your 
salvation in practice? 
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DIGGING DEEPER 
This next week, review the verses we discussed in this session on the 
Baptism and complete the following: 

In your own words, how would you explain the importance of being 
baptized? 

 

DAILY LIFE 
Memorize this week: 
Matthew 28:19 (NASB) 

"Go therefore and  
make disciples of all  
the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit.”  
 
 


