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 The Communicable Attributes of God 

DISCOVER 
Be sure to open and close each session with prayer lead by one of the 
group members. It is anticipated that each part will be taught in a small 
group setting and take approximately 45-50 minutes. You are free to 
modify the concepts taught into your own words, but actual scriptural 
references should be included. The teaching on the Attributes of God 
will consist of a simple definition, scriptural references, and key 
concepts. There is a student handout for each teaching module which 
also includes student assignments. 

DEMONSTRATE 
In preparation for this topic, think of examples for each of the 
Communicable Attributes of God and how they could be incorporated 
into your and the group’s walk with the Lord. 

DEVELOP 
Each module will contain questions for the students to answer. This 
should give you an opportunity to determine if the Key Considerations 
are understood. 

DEEPER 
Be sure to leave time at the start of each meeting to allow the students 
to share their answers/responses to their previous assignments. 

DISCERNMENT 
The Disciple has a good understanding of the subject. 

The Disciple has expressed ownership of the concepts. 

The Disciple is integrating the concepts into his/her personal walk with 
Christ. 

DAILY LIVING 
A memory verse is provided at the end as a suggestion for them to 
practice and pray through each day. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEADER 
OVERVIEW 
This multi-part series is a 
continuation from Chapter 7 – 
Trinity 101 in the Follow class. 
This second part will focus on 
the communicable attributes of 
God that He not only possesses, 
but also shares with us, 
including the Fruit of the Spirit 
that have not been previously 
presented. It is anticipated that 
this session will take more than 
one meeting to cover the 
material. 

 

NOTE: The discussion questions 
for each attribute should be 
asked after giving the definition 
listed in this Leader’s Guide, but 
before having the group look up 
the Bible citations. Then, turn to 
the Bible verses to learn how 
God’s Word answers the 
questions. 
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COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 
The following is a list of the Attributes of God that He desires His 
children to develop to fulfill the command of Matthew 5:48 “Therefore 
you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” It should be 
noted that this list is not exhaustive, but contains the major 
characteristics that all believers should possess. 

Spirituality or Spirit 
The spirituality of man refers to the immaterial part of his nature.  
The term is also used with reference to our character when we can 
recognize and properly appreciate spiritual realities. True spirituality  
is the result of the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 2:14-15; 3:1,16   /   1 Thessalonians 5:23 
 Hebrews 4:12   /   2 Corinthians 7:1   /  1 Corinthians 5:5 

     

Justice or Just 
In theology, as in the Scriptures, the terms justice and righteousness are 
used synonymously and are closely tied with holiness. Holiness ascribed 
to mankind in the Scriptures is simply ceremonial and formal. It means 
we are “separated,” “set apart,” or dedicated to holy services. We are 
expected or required to lead holy lives. 

The holiness required of mankind is that of character and conduct. We 
appear in the Scriptures as a fallen being, by nature unholy and sinful. 
Created in the image of God, we lost one of the most essential features 
of that image—holiness. Holiness, as it appears in us, is an outcome of 
God’s gracious work in salvation and yet not without the proper 
exertion of one’s own free will and the putting forth of strenuous effort. 

Ephesians 4:22-24   /   Hebrews 12:14   /   1 Corinthians 1:2, 30 
Romans 6:11   /   Romans 8:30 

 

Grace 
Grace is what God may be free to do, and indeed what He does, 
accordingly for the lost after Jesus died on our behalf. It is thus apparent 
that God’s grace is to be distinguished from His mercy  
and love. 

Ephesians 2:4-5   /   Colossians 2:9-10   /   Romans 6:14 
Ephesians 1:7; 2:8 

 

 
 
 

DISCUSSION 
Do you think it is possible for 
|us to obey God’s command 
 in Matthew 5:48? If so, how? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we are called to be just, 
righteous, and holy to become 
perfect, how do we do that? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How would you define God’s 
grace? 
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Mercy 
An additional attribute of God is that He is merciful and compassionate 
and by His grace, we are to emulate that characteristic. 

Exodus 34:6   /   Nehemiah 9:17   /   Ephesians 2:4 
Matthew 9:36; 14:14   /   Luke 7:13   /   John 11:35 
Numbers 14:18-19   /   Psalm 86:5   /   Exodus 25:21-22 
Hebrews 4:16   /   Luke 6:36; 10:36-37   /   Colossians 3:12  
James 5:15-16   /   1 John 3:17-19 

 

Jealousy 
Jealousy is seen in three ways in Scripture:  

1. As intolerance of rivalry or unfaithfulness 

2. As a disposition suspicious of rivalry or unfaithfulness  

3. As hostility towards a rival or one believed to enjoy an 
advantage. In short, envy.  

In the first two instances, God is jealous for His people Israel and 
intolerant of rival gods. 

Exodus 20:5, 34:14   /   Deuteronomy 4:24   /   Ezekiel 36:6 
 Nahum 1:2 

Jealousy in the good sense is the desire a person has for the well-being 
of someone he or she loves. It is a desire so strong that it demands 
faithfulness and opposes all that would tempt to unfaithfulness. This  
is what the Bible means when it speaks of God being jealous for his 
people. He desires our faithfulness and has a deep concern for our  
well-being.   

Exodus 20:4-5   /   Deuteronomy 6:15 

Jealousy in the third or bad sense is envy—the feeling of resentment  
or hate that a person has towards one who has more influence, power, 
ability, status, fame or possessions than he has. This is NOT the jealousy 
that believers should be manifesting. 

Genesis 31:1   /   Psalm 106:16   /   Matthew 27:18  
James 3:14-16   /  Romans 13:13-14 

 

Truth 
There are various meanings of the word “truth” in the Bible, some of 
which are similar to those we use today. A person or thing may be true, 
meaning the opposite of false such as a lie or the opposite of insincere 
such as hypocrisy. A thing may be called true in contrast to that which is  
 

DISCUSSION 
How is mercy different from 
grace? 

 
 
 
 
 

Have you ever thought of 
jealousy as a positive emotion? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is your definition of truth? 
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only a shadow or picture such as a type. The Bible often uses “true” 
with the meaning of reliable, faithful, or trustworthy. 

Psalm 57:10; 86:11   /   Revelation 22:6   /   Romans 3:4 
John 1:17; 8:26,32; 14:6,17   /   Isaiah 65:16   /   1 Corinthians 8:2   
3 John 4   /   1 Peter 1:22   /   2 Corinthians 1:20; 4:2 
Isaiah 55:8-9 

 

Humility 
Like love, humility defies an adequate definition. It can only be 
described and understood as it is applied to everyday living.   

Two passages from the book of Isaiah show us clearly the esteem with 
which God views the humble person: Isaiah 57:15; 66:1-2 

Not only does God commend humility in His people, our Lord displayed 
it in His humanity.   

Philippians 2:8   /   Matthew 11:29   /   Luke 2:51; 14:11 
John 13:5 

A Believer who is humble before God will also be humble toward other 
people. One way this humility expresses itself is in mutual submission to 
one another.  

Ephesians 5:21   /   1 Peter 4:11; 5:5   /   Romans 12:10 
Philippians 2:3 

 

Love 
Like humility, love defies an adequate definition. It can only be 
described and understood as it is applied to everyday living. 

There are three key Bible passages that we should keep in mind at all 
times when discussing love. The first is contained in 1 John—“God is 
love” (1 John 4:8 & 16). Notice that this is such an important concept 
that John says it twice within eight verses.   

The second reference is contained in Matthew—Jesus quoted from the 
Old Testament and said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with your entire mind” (Deuteronomy 6:5). “This 
is the greatest and most important command. The second is like it: Love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18). “All the Law and the 
Prophets depend on these two commands” (Matthew 22:37-40 HCSB). 
Love God, then love your neighbor.  

The third reference is one I know that we are all should be familiar 
with—“For God so loved the world that He gave His only and unique 
Son, so that everyone who trusts in Him may have eternal life, instead of 
being utterly destroyed. For God did not send the Son into the world to 
judge the world, but rather so that through Him, the world might be 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
 
 
 
How does God view humility? 
How are we to display this 
attribute in our daily life? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Is love really “never having to 
say you’re sorry?” 
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saved” (John 3:16:17). On these three passages we can build our 
understanding of the fruit of love. 

A major problem in defining love is that there are two Hebrew words 
and two Greek words for the English word love contained in the Bible. In 
reality, there are a total of six words describing various aspects of love 
in the ancient Greek language. 

Agapaô is the verb form for the Greek word that is consistently 
translated as “to love” in the New Testament. Agape is the noun form of 
agapaô and actually appears more frequently in the New Testament to 
indicate love. One of the great illustrations of agape love is giving up 
one’s life for a friend as in John 15:13. 

First Corinthians 13 is one of the most well-known passages in the Bible 
on the subject of love. It is often quoted in wedding ceremonies, yet 
seldom comprehended and is soon forgotten. Hollywood only shows 
passionate, romantic love. Friends talk about having warm feelings 
toward each other. Yet the type of love that Paul is describing in this 
passage is far greater than any emotions-based love. The focus is not  
on how we feel about the other person, but on how we can give of 
ourselves in love. Agape love has no room for pride, vanity, arrogance, 
or selfish desires. 

Phileô is the other Greek word for love and concerns the deep 
camaraderie that develops between brothers in arms who have fought 
side-by-side on the battlefield, e.g. The Band of Brothers. It is frequently 
translated as “brotherly love” in English translations.  

For more on the Biblical meaning of love, see:  

Ephesians 2:8  /  Romans 5:5-8; 12:10; 13:8-10  /  1 John 3:1,9,16-18; 
4:9-11   /   Matthew 5:44, 46-47; 10:42   /   2 Corinthians 8:2-3  
Philippians 2:20-21    John 13:34-35; 15:12-13   /   1 Peter 1:22 
Psalm 89:2,33   /   1 Thessalonians 3:12; 4:9-10 

 

Joy 
In her book Choose Joy: Because Happiness Isn’t Enough, Kay Warren 
defines joy this way: “Joy is the settled assurance that God is in control 
of all the details of my life, the quiet confidence that ultimately 
everything is going to be all right, and the determined choice to praise 
God in all things. Joy is a settled conviction ABOUT God. It’s a quiet 
confidence IN God. And joy is a determined choice to give my praise TO 
God. God doesn’t promise answers or explanations on demand. He 
promises joy. So joy is much more than external things. It’s much more 
than that happy, giddy feeling that may come every once in a while. The 
joy that God speaks of in His Word is something you can count on. It has 
nothing to do with the circumstances of our lives-—and that, I’ve 
discovered, is very good news.” 

 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Who steals your joy? 
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Now, let’s see what scripture has to say about joy. 

Romans 5:2; 8:28; 14:17-18; 15:13   /   John 10:10; 17:13 
I Thessalonians 5:16, 18   /   Philippians 3:1; 4:4   /   Psalm 32:3-4; 
51:12   /  Luke 10:17, 20   /  James 1:2-3   /   Jeremiah 29:11 
1 Peter 1:6   /   2 Corinthians 4:18   /   Hebrews 12:11 
Nehemiah 8:10 

 

Peace 
Peace is a state of assurance, lack of fear, and sense of contentment. It 
is fellowship, harmony, and unity between individuals. Peace is freedom 
from worry, disturbance, and oppressive thoughts. 

Romans 5:1   /   Isaiah 57:20-21   /   Proverbs 16:17   /   John 16:33 
Philippians 4:6-7   /   1 Corinthians 10:13   /   1 Peter 3:10-11; 5:7-9 
Matthew 5:9, 23-24   /   Romans 12:17-21   /   Colossians 3:15 
Hebrews 12:14 

  

Patience 
Patience is that quality of character that develops within Believers as 
they learn to put up with people and things that test, try, or annoy 
them. The specific feature of Messiah-like patience is that Believers 
exercise it in a spirit of love, joy, humility, and forgiveness. Some older 
English versions called it longsuffering and at times forbearance. 

1 Peter 2:23; 4:19   /   Romans 12:19   /   2 Thessalonians 1:6-7 
Genesis 50:20   /   Exodus 34:6-7   /   Romans 2:4; 15:4 
James 1:19   /   1 Corinthians 4:7; 13:5   /   Proverbs 34:16 
Ephesians 4:2-3   /   Colossians 3:13   /   Psalm 40:1-2 
Hebrews 6:11-12 

 

Kindness & Goodness 
These two terms are so closely linked that we will deal with them 
together. 

Kindness is a sincere desire for the happiness of others; goodness is the 
activity calculated to advance that happiness. Kindness is the inner 
disposition, created by the Holy Spirit that causes us to be sensitive to 
the needs of others, whether physical, emotional, or spiritual. Goodness 
is kindness in action—words and deeds.   

Romans 2:4   /   Ephesians 2:7-10   /   Titus 3:4   /   Luke 6:35 
Acts 9:36   /   1 Timothy 5:8-10   /   Galatians 6:10   /   Matthew 5:45   
Psalm 142:4   /   2 Corinthians 8:3   /   Galatians 6:9   /   James 2:17   
1 Peter 4:10 

 

 

DISCUSSION 
Based on the Scriptures we have 
read, what changes do you 
have to make to have the “joy 
of the Lord?” 

 
 

Based on what the Bible says, 
how should we deal with those 
around us? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Should we pray for patience? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are some ways we, as a 
group, can display these 
attributes to others? 

 

 

 

Have you ever considered being 
gentle as a strength? 
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Faithfulness 
Faithful people are those who are dependable, trustworthy, and loyal; 
who can be depended upon in all of their relationships; and who are 
absolutely honest and ethical in all of their affairs.   

Daniel 6:4   /   1 Corinthians 1:8-9; 10:13   /   1 Thessalonians 5:23 
1 John 1:9   /   1 Peter 4:19   /   Hebrews 10:23   /   Luke 16:10  
Psalm 15:1-5; 89:1-2; 145:13   /   Lamentations 3:23   /   John 8:46  
Proverbs 10:26; 11:1; 12:22; 17:17; 20:6; 27:26   /   Leviticus 19:11    

 

Gentleness 
Gentleness is a humble non-threatening demeanor that derives from a 
position of strength and authority, and is useful in calming another’s 
anger.  It is not a quality that is weak and passive. 

Isaiah 40:11   /   Psalm 18:35   /   2 Corinthians 10:1   /   James 3:17 
Matthew 11:28-30; 12:20   /   Philippians 2:5; 4:5   /   Colossians 3:12 
1 Timothy 6:11   /   1 Thessalonians 2:7 

 

Self-Control 
Self-control is the exercise of inner strength under the direction of 
sound judgment that enables us to do, think, and say the things that  
are pleasing to God. 

James 1:14   /   1 Peter2:11   /   Ephesians 4:22   /   Luke 9:23 
Genesis 2:9   /   1 Timothy 6:17   /   1 Corinthians 6:12; 10:31 
Mark 1:35   /   Hebrews 13:4   /   1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 
Matthew 5:28; 12:34   /   Job 31:1   /   2 Corinthians 10:5  
Philippians 4:8   /   Proverbs 4:23  /   Psalm 19:14; 139:2, 4 

 

DISCUSSION 
 

Can we honestly say that we 
are always honest and ethical in 
all we do? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are some ways that you 
have experienced self-control in 
your life? 
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