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DISCOVER 
Each topic will provide a scriptural foundation, the concepts underlying 
the topic, and questions for the students to demonstrate their under-
standing of the topic. It is anticipated that these will be taught in a small 
group setting and take approximately 45-50 minutes. You are  
free to modify the concepts taught into your own words, but actual 
scriptural references should be included. There is a student handout  
for each teaching module which also includes student assignments. 
 

DEMONSTRATE 
In preparation for this topic, think of examples of how God’s Grace  
has impacted your own life and how it could be incorporated into your 
group’s walk with the Lord. 
 

DEVELOP 
Each module will contain questions for the students to answer that 
should give you an opportunity to determine if the Key Considerations 
are understood. 
 

DEEPER 
Be sure to leave time at the start of each meeting to allow the students 
to share their answers/responses to their previous assignments. 
 

DISCERNMENT 
The Disciple has a good understanding of the subject. 
The Disciple has expressed ownership of the concepts. 
The Disciple is integrating the concepts into his/her personal walk  
with Christ. 
 

DAILY LIVING 
A memory verse is provided at the end as a suggestion for them  
to practice and pray through each day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEADER 
OVERVIEW 
This is an introductory session 
on the topic of faith. 
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WHAT IS FAITH? 
The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines faith as: allegiance to duty or  
a person; loyalty; fidelity to one's promises; sincerity of intentions; 
belief and trust in and loyalty to God; belief in the traditional doctrines 
of a religion; firm belief in something for which there is no proof; 
complete trust; something that is believed especially with strong 
conviction; a system of religious beliefs, i.e. the Protestant faith. 

For many of us, we knew about faith in the general sense before we 
ever accepted the Lord. For example, experientially we know that  
when we sit down in a chair it will hold us. Some of us have even 
learned what chairs won’t hold us. Based upon these experiences,  
we can say whether or not we have faith or trust in the chair. 

 

UNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL FAITH1 

Introduction 
Interestingly, Biblical “faith” is predominately a New Testament term. 
Most English translations of the Old Testament that use the word faith 
are translating a Hebrew word for “trespass.” “Faithfulness,” or 
“certainty,” appear most frequently in the Old Testament, especially  
in the Psalms. 

The object of our faith is more important than the sincerity of our belief. 
The man who thinks he is right but is not sure may be far better off than 
the one who is "sure" but is absolutely wrong.  

The credibility of our faith begins with objective truth and ends with 
internal trust. We will explore six types of faith that describe the 
believer's relationship to God. 

 

Doctrinal Faith 
Paul wrote, "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of 
Christ" (Romans 10:17). The source and foundation of all faith is the 
Bible. 

If we want faith, we must begin with a correct understanding of the 
Word of God. The more we know of the Bible, the more faith we can 
have, and the more correctly we know the Bible, the more effective 
|our faith will be. 

Throughout the New Testament, the phrase "the faith" and "doctrine" 
are used interchangeably. When faith has an article preceding it as in 
 

                                                           
1 Most of the material in this section is from Concise Bible Doctrines by Don 
Fleming, AMG Publishers. 

DISCUSSION 
How do you define faith? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do we get faith? 
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"the faith," it means "the statement of faith." Therefore, to have correct 
faith, we must have an accurate statement of doctrinal faith. 

When Saul of Tarsus was persecuting the church, he thought his 
doctrine was accurate and that he was doing the right thing. But when 
he met Jesus on the Damascus road, he gained a living faith which 
changed what he believed and how he lived.  

 1 Timothy 4:1   /   1 Timothy 5:8   /   2 Timothy 4:8   /   Jude 3 

 

Saving Faith 
A person becomes a Christian by faith. "For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  
For by grace are we saved through faith" (Ephesians 2:8). 

When the Philippian jailor was troubled about his salvation, he was 
exhorted to exercise belief, the verb expression of faith. "Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household" (Acts 16:31). 

When Nicodemus failed to understand how he could enter into a 
relationship with God, Jesus said, "For God so loved the world, that  
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life" (John 3:16). Apart from faith, personal 
salvation is impossible. 

Since humans are composed of intellect, emotion, and will, faith comes 
through a proper exercise of these three aspects of personality. 

• Our faith must be grounded on correct knowledge. A person 
must first know the gospel, which means he has an intellectual 
knowledge of salvation. But knowledge alone will not save him. 
 
When a person "believes in," the belief is based on a careful 
weighing of the evidence. When we say "believe in" we are 
speaking of a moral expression or a moral experience. The 
Gospel of John uses the word "believe" ninety-eight times and 
ties faith to the object of belief. We are exhorted to "believe in 
Jesus Christ." As a result, the important aspect of belief is what 
you believe, not just the measure of your belief.  
 
Therefore, to have saving faith, a person must believe that God 
exists.  

o He must believe that he himself is a sinner (Romans 
3:23).  

o He must believe that God will punish sin (Romans 6:23). 

o He must believe that Christ has made a provision for his 
salvation (Romans 5:8).  
 
 

DISCUSSION 
Do you know where the 
doctrinal faith of BVG is stated? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based upon these three points, 
do you possess saving faith? 
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• Our faith will have an emotional expression. Knowledge about 
God is the foundation of saving faith, but such faith will extend 
to the individual's emotional responses as well.  

          Proverbs 3:5   /   Matthew 22:37 

Our emotional response to the gospel must be founded upon an 
intellectual understanding of the Scripture. 

• Your faith must be your personal response. A person is saved as 
a result of an act of his/her will relying upon Jesus as proclaimed 
in the Gospel.  

          Romans 6:17   /   John 1:12   /   Ephesians. 3:16 

 

Justifying Faith 
Whereas saving faith is an experimental encounter with Jesus Christ, 
justifying faith is non-experiential. Justifying faith is belief that we have 
been justified or declared righteous. Justification is not something that 
we feel with our senses. It is something that happens to our record in 
heaven. God is the One who performs the act of justification. 

Justification is the judicial act of God whereby he justly declares 
righteous all those who believe in Jesus Christ. 

        Romans 8:34   /   Romans 5:1 

Abraham is the first person in the Bible described as having been 
justified by faith. "He [Abraham] believed in the Lord; and he [God] 
reckoned it to him [Abraham] for righteousness" (Gen. 15:6). God made 
a promise to Abraham that he believed would come to pass, and God 
rewarded him for his faith. 

Galatians 2:20   /   Ephesians 5:25   /   John 1:29 
2 Corinthians. 5:21 

 

Indwelling Faith 
The Bible teaches that a person cannot overcome sin and sinful habits 
by themselves. Faith is the secret of a victorious Christian life. "For 
whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory  
that has overcome the world—our faith" (1 John 5:4). 

Even beyond living a triumphant life, a person can walk in moment-by-
moment communion with God.  

 John 15:5   /   Galatians 2:20   /   Galatians. 3:22 

Every Christian has access to the "faith of Jesus Christ." Yet many 
Christians are defeated and discouraged because they have not allowed 
Christ's power to flow out of their lives. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have any continuing 
questions on the subject of 
justification? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you experiencing the victory 
in being a Christian? 
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To get this victory a Christian must: 

1. Recognize that faith comes from Christ. 
       Galatians 2:16   /   Ephesians 3:12   /   Philippians 3:9 

2. A person must yield (the nature of faith is trusting) and allow Christ 
to work through him.  

3. The Christian must constantly obey the direction of the Word of 
God so that he can continually have power for victory.  

• The agent of faith. The Holy Spirit, the agent of faith, acts on 
behalf of Jesus Christ to plant faith in a person's heart. The Holy 
Spirit is one who initiates the faith process by convicting or 
causing a sinner to see his sin (John 16:8-9). By the work of 
conviction, the Holy Spirit is working in a sinner's heart to make 
him aware that he is a sinner, that Jesus is God's standard of 
righteousness, and that Christ's death on the cross paid the 
debt for sin. The ability to believe comes from the Holy Spirit. 
Paul declared "your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, 
but on the power of God" (1 Corinthians 2:5). 

• The instrument of faith. Indwelling faith is placed in our hearts 
as we read the Scriptures. When Paul says, "So faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" (Romans 10:17), he 
is saying that the Bible is the tool in the hand of the Holy Spirit 
to place faith in the human heart. Just as a carpenter uses a 
hammer to build things, so God uses the Bible as an instrument 
of faith.  
        Jeremiah 23:29   /   Acts 5:33   /   2 Peter 1:4 
        Romans 10:8 

 

Daily Faith 
When we live by faith we are being set apart to God, which is the 
meaning of "sanctification." The Bible teaches that "positional 
sanctification" is a past action on Calvary. Progressive sanctification is 
being carried out daily, and future sanctification will take place when we 
arrive in the presence of God. Daily sanctification requires an exercise  
of faith, for "…we walk by faith, not by sight" (2 Corinthians 5:7). 

As we live by faith, God is able to use us and cause us to grow in grace. 
Sometimes daily growth seems minute or even nonexistent to a casual 
observer. God makes the big changes through a series of little ones.  
We must learn to trust God for the little things so we can enjoy great 
growth. Like any other growing experience, living by faith is taking one 
step at a time. 

• We grow in faith through the Word of God. As we make the 
Word of God a part of our lives by reading, studying, and 
memorizing, we begin to grow in faith (1 Peter 2:2). Every 
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Christian needs to hear the Word of God taught and preached 
regularly (Psalm 1:1-3). 

• We grow in faith by following biblical principles. A growing 
faith is an obedient faith. We must put complete trust in the 
principles of the Bible and not trust our feelings. Faith is not a 
blind leap into the dark. Faith is following the light of God's 
Word.  

• We grow in faith through seeking the Lord. The doctrine of 
"seeking" the Lord is not usually emphasized, but it is biblical to 
search for God. "When You said, ‘Seek My face,’ my heart said 
to You, ‘Your face, O LORD, I shall seek’" (Psalm 27:8). Our faith 
will grow as we seek God. 

• We grow in faith through confessing our sins. No Christian will 
live a sinless life, but God is constantly cleansing us through the 
blood of his Son.  

          1 John 1:7   /   John 1:9 

• We grow in faith by surrender. The Christian must constantly 
surrender to the lordship of Christ. We do this once when we 
are saved, but there are also subsequent times to surrender to 
Christ.  

          Galatians 3:3   /   Colossians 2:6   /   Romans 12:1 

• We grow in faith through constant communion. If we want to 
grow in our faith, we must have constant communion with 
Jesus. As we spend time in prayer, Bible study, and fellowship 
with Jesus, we will develop our faith more fully. As we spend 
time with the Lord, we will become more like Him in our faith. 

• We grow in faith through the testing of difficult experiences. 
Once we are saved, our faith is nurtured as we grow from 
victory to victory. Paul describes this "the righteousness of God 
is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘but the righteous 
man shall live by faith’” (Romans 1:17). God wants us to have 
faith in himself because that pleases and glorifies him. With the 
opportunity of taking a step of faith, we risk success or failure. 
Therefore, to develop a person's faith, God will sometimes 
maneuver us into a corner so we are forced to look to our 
Creator in faith. Through such experiences, man has an 
opportunity to grow in his faith. 

 

The Gift Of Faith 
The gift of faith is one of the gifts the Holy Spirit supernaturally gives to 
some to serve God. C. Peter Wagner defines the gift of faith as “the 
special ability to discern with extraordinary confidence the will and 
purposes of God for the future of His work.”  

DISCUSSION 
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Acts 11:22-24, 27:21-25   /   Romans 4:18-21   /   1 Corinthians. 12:9 
Hebrews 11 

This is more than saving faith, which is also called a gift. The gift of  
faith is considered to be a serving gift, or an ability whereby a person 
serves God by exercising faith. Not everyone has all of the gifts, so not 
everyone has the gift of faith. Paul explained that the gifts differ: "we 
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us" (Romans 12:6). 
God has given some this special gift of faith to enable them to carry out 
their ministry in a more effective way. 

 

DISCUSSION 
 
 
Do you have any lingering 
questions on this topic of faith? 
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