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WHAT IS FAITH? 
The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines faith as: allegiance to duty  
or a person; loyalty; fidelity to one's promises; sincerity of intentions; 
belief and trust in and loyalty to God; belief in the traditional doctrines 
of a religion; firm belief in something for which there is no proof; 
complete trust; something that is believed especially with strong 
conviction; a system of religious beliefs, i.e. the Protestant faith. 

 

UNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL FAITH1 
Introduction 

Interestingly, Biblical “faith” is predominately a New Testament term. 
Most English translations of the Old Testament that use the word faith 
are translating a Hebrew word for “trespass.” “Faithfulness,” or 
“certainty,” appear most frequently in the Old Testament, especially  
in the Psalms. 

 

Doctrinal Faith 

Paul wrote, "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of 
Christ" (Romans 10:17). The source and foundation of all faith is the 
Bible. 

 1 Timothy 4:1   /   1 Timothy 5:8   /   2 Timothy 4:8   /   Jude 3 

 

Saving Faith 

A person becomes a Christian by faith. "For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  
For by grace are ye saved through faith" (Ephesians 2:8). 

When the Philippian jailor was troubled about his salvation, he was 
exhorted to exercise belief, the verb expression of faith. "Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household" (Acts 16:31). 

When Nicodemus failed to understand how he could enter into a 
relationship with God, Jesus said, "For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life" (John 3:16). Apart from faith, personal 
salvation is impossible. 

 Our faith must be grounded on correct knowledge. A person 
must first know the gospel, which means he has an intellectual 
knowledge of salvation. But knowledge alone will not save him. 
 

                                                           
1
 Most of the material in this section is from Concise Bible Doctrines by  

Don Fleming, AMG Publishers. 
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Therefore, to have saving faith, a person must believe that God 
exists.  

o He must believe that he himself is a sinner (Romans 
3:23).  

o He must believe that God will punish sin (Romans 6:23) 

o He must believe that Christ has made a provision for his 
salvation (Romans 5:8).  

 Our faith will have an emotional expression. Knowledge about 
God is the foundation of saving faith, but such faith will extend 
to the individual's emotional responses as well.  

          Proverbs 3:5   /   Matthew 22:37 

 Your faith must be your personal response. A person is saved as 
a result of an act of his/her will relying upon Jesus as proclaimed 
in the Gospel.  

          Romans 6:17   /   John 1:12   /   Ephesians. 3:16 

 

Justifying Faith 

Justification is the judicial act of God whereby he justly declares 
righteous. 

 Romans 8:34   /   Romans 5:1 

Abraham is the first person in the Bible described as having been 
justified by faith. "He [Abraham] believed in the Lord; and he [God] 
reckoned it to him [Abraham] for righteousness" (Gen. 15:6). 

Galatians 2:20   /   Ephesians 5:25   /   John 1:29 
2 Corinthians. 5:21 

 

Indwelling Faith 

The Bible teaches that a person cannot overcome sin and sinful habits 
by himself. Faith is the secret of the victorious Christian life. "For 
whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory  
that has overcome the world—our faith" (1 John 5:4). 

 John 15:5   /   Galatians 2:20   /   Galatians. 3:22 

To get this victory a Christian must: 

1. Recognize that faith comes from Christ. 
        Galatians 2:16   /   Ephesians 3:12   /   Philippians 3:9 

2. A person must yield (the nature of faith is trusting) and allow Christ 
to work through him.  
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Based upon these three points, 

do you possess saving faith? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you experiencing victory 

in being a Christian? 
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3. The Christian must constantly obey the direction of the Word of 

God so that he can continually have power for victory.  

 The agent of faith. The Holy Spirit, the agent of faith, acts on 
behalf of Jesus Christ to plant faith in a person's heart. The Holy 
Spirit is one who initiates the faith process by convicting or 
causing a sinner to see his sin (John 16:8-9). The ability to 
believe comes from the Holy Spirit. Paul declared "your faith 
would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God" 
(1 Corinthians 2:5). 

 The instrument of faith. Indwelling faith is placed in our hearts 
as we read the Scriptures. When Paul says, "So faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" (Romans 10:17), he 
is saying that the Bible is the tool in the hand of the Holy Spirit 
to place faith in the human heart.  

o Jeremiah 23:29   /   Acts 5:33   /   2 Peter 1:4 
Romans 10:8 

 

Daily Faith 

Daily sanctification requires an exercise of faith, "we walk by faith, not 
by sight" (2 Corinthians 5:7). 

 We grow in faith through the Word of God.  

          1 Peter 2:2   /   Psalm 1:1-3 

 We grow in faith by following biblical principles.  

 We grow in faith through seeking the Lord.  

         When You said, “Seek My face,” my heart said to You, 
           “Your face, O LORD, I shall seek” (Psalm 27:8).  

 We grow in faith through confessing our sins.  

          1 John 1:7   /   John 1:9 

 We grow in faith by surrender.  

          Galatians 3:3   /   Colossians 2:6   /   Romans 12:1 

 We grow in faith through constant communion.  

 We grow in faith through the testing of difficult experiences.  

o Paul describes this "the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘but the righteous 
man shall live by faith’” (Romans 1:17). 
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The Gift of Faith 

The gift of faith is one of the gifts that the Holy Spirit supernaturally 
gives to some to serve God. C. Peter Wagner defines the gift of faith as 
“the special ability to discern with extraordinary confidence the will and 
purposes of God for the future of His work.”  

Acts 11:22-24, 27:21-25   /   Romans 4:18-21   /   1 Corinthians. 12:9 
Hebrews 11 

DISCUSSION 
Do you have any lingering 

questions on this topic of faith? 

 


