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 Justification & Sanctification 

DEFINITIONS: 
JUSTIFICATION: The process by which an individual is brought into  
an unmerited, right relationship with another person, including God. 
Justification is frequently referred to as righteousness. 
 
SANCTIFICATION: The process of being made holy resulting in a 
changed life-style for the Believer. 
 
 

JUSTIFICATION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT: 
“Then he [Abraham] believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as 
righteousness” (Genesis 15:6). 
 

• Job 13:18; 25:4 
• Psalms 51:4; 143:2 
• Isaiah 43:9; 45:25  
 
 

JUSTIFICATION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT: 
• Romans 3:21-26; 4:16-25 
• 1 Corinthians 1:30; 6:11  
• 1 Peter 3:18  

 
• Romans 4:16; 5:1 
• Galatians 2:16 
• Titus 3:7 

 
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ   
(Romans 10:17). 
 

• James 2:14-26  
 
 

SANCTIFICATION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT:  
In the Old Testament the focus of sanctification was the holiness 
(kadosh) of God.  
 

• He is holy (Psalm 99:9). 
• His name is holy (Psalms 99:3; 111:9). 
• His name may not be profaned (Exodus 20:7; Leviticus 20:3). 

 
 
 

DISCUSSION 
Based on this simple 
definition, how is justification 
different from the process of 
reconciliation? 
 
Given the current state of 
your walk with the Lord, do 
you recognize that you have 
changed your life-style from 
what it used to be? 
 
 
Look up Genesis 12:1-3. Does 
this promise apply  
to us today? If so, how?  
If not, why not? 
 
 
 
Do you recall the Bible story 
that sealed Abraham’s right 
relationship with God? 
 
 
 
Look up Romans 5:12-21. 
What is your understanding 
of what Paul wrote? 
 
Is it possible to earn your 
acceptance by God? 
 
What is the relationship 
between faith and the Old 
Testament law? 
 
 
What is the relationship 
between faith and works? 
 
Do you have any questions 
regarding justification? 
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Certain times are sanctified in that they are set apart especially to the 
Lord:  
 

• Sabbath (Genesis 2:3; Exodus 20:8). 
• God’s appointed times for festivals (Leviticus 23:4-44). 
• The year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:12). 

 
Perhaps the most important writing in the Old Testament is recorded  
in Exodus. He gave to Moses the moral code that He desired His chosen 
people to observe. 
 

• The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17; Deut. 5:1-21).  
 

SANCTIFICATION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT: 
Objects that can be sanctified are mentioned in the following verses: 
 

• Matthew 6:9 
• Matthew 23:17, 19 
• 1 Timothy 4:4-5 

 
• Hebrews 2:9-11 
• Hebrews 10:10,14,29 
• Hebrews 13:11-16  

 
• Hebrews 12:14 
• Hebrews 10:26-31 

 
• Romans 6:19-22 
• 1 Thessalonians 3:13; 4:3-8 
• 2 Corinthians 7:1 

 
For further study see: 

• Romans 15:16 
• 1 Corinthians 1:2; 6:11 
• Ephesians 5:26-27 
• 2 Thessalonians 2:13 
• 1 Peter 1:2 

 
The summation of the ethical necessity for sanctification is seen in Peter 
quoting from Leviticus 11:44; 19:2; and 20:7. “But like the Holy One who 
called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because 
 it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy’" (1 Peter 1:15-16). 
 
CLOSING: While we are not only justified at the time of our acceptance  
of Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we begin the process of becoming 
sanctified. You may have heard the expression that we are sanctified, 
we are being sanctified, and we will be sanctified. 

DISCUSSION 
What is your 
understanding of the 
concept of holiness? 
 
Since God set apart certain 
times during the year to 
honor Him, should we 
continue to observe  
these times? 
 
Are the Ten 
Commandments still 
relevant to Believers?  
If so, why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have any questions 
regarding sanctification? 
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DIGGING DEEPER 
This next week, review the verses we discussed in this session  
on Justification & Sanctification and complete the following: 
 
In your own words, how would you explain the concepts of 
justification and sanctification?  
 
 

 

DAILY LIFE 
Memorize these two 
verses this week: 
Romans 5:18 
 
“So then as through one 
transgression there 
resulted condemnation 
to all men, even so 
through one act of 
righteousness there 
resulted justification  
of life to all men.” 
 
Romans 6:22 
“But now having been 
freed from sin and 
enslaved to God, you 
derive your benefit, 
resulting in 
sanctification,  
and the outcome, 
eternal life.” 
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