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DISCOVER 
Each topic will provide a scriptural foundation, the concepts underlying 
the topic, and questions for the students to demonstrate their under-
standing of the topic. It is anticipated that these will be taught  
in a small group setting and take approximately 45-50 minutes. You  
are free to modify the concepts taught into your own words, but actual 
scriptural references should be included. There is a student handout  
for each teaching module which also includes student assignments. 

DEMONSTRATE 
In preparation for this topic, think of examples of how the Word of God 
has impacted your own life and how it could be incorporated into your 
group’s walk with the Lord. 

Regularly and intentionally discuss how God changed your heart so that 
you found joy and fulfillment in serving God and others. 

Describe how you find ways to serve in the home and how it has made  
a difference in your family. As opportunity presents, give them 
opportunity to see your service in the home in action. 

Invite your disciple(s) to join you in one or more areas where you are 
serving. Use these experiences as opportunities to discuss various 
serving needs and how they fit the way God has equipped and 
prompted you.  

DEVELOP 
Each module will contain questions for the students to answer that 
should give you an opportunity to determine if the Key Considerations 
are understood. 

DEEPER 
Be sure to leave time at the start of each meeting to allow the students 
to share their answers/responses to their previous assignments. 

DISCERNMENT 
Does the disciple have a good understanding of the Bible’s teaching on 
service? Are they able to articulate to you what Jesus meant when he 
said to love God and love your neighbor? 

Is the disciple able to describe for you how they have taken ownership 
of their responsibility to serve God and others so that their service 
brings honor and glory to God? 

DAILY LIVING 
A memory verse is provided at the end as a suggestion for them to 
practice and pray through each day. 

 

LEADER 
OVERVIEW 
Use the coaching process to 
refine and make permanent 
their understanding and 
practice of service to God and 
others. This process should 
continue throughout the 
discipleship process with  
the goal of establishing a 
permanent commitment to 
service in the person’s life. 
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SERVICE 
The concept of serving is a fundamental part of the Christian walk. 
When Jesus was asked what the most important commandment was, 
His response was clear: 

And He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the 
great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments 
depend the whole Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40). 

Service is the expression of our love for God and for others, and should 
have the sole purpose of bringing glory to our Heavenly Father. In His 
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said: 

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 
nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your 
light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven (Matthew 5:14-16). 

Service does not earn us salvation. Salvation is a free gift, made possible 
by Christ’s death on the cross and by our decision to accept that free 
gift. 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,  
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life            
(John 3:16). 

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no 
one may boast (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Jesus taught his disciples that he did not call them to a position of 
power and prestige. Rather, he demonstrated by example that he  
called them to be servants. 

   

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY  
ABOUT SERVICE? 

You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. If I 
then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another's feet. For I gave you an example that you also 
should do as I did to you (John 13:13-15). 

As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one 
another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God       
(I Peter 4:10). 

For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your 
freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve 
one another (Galatians 5:13). 

DISCUSSION 
What is the first thing that 
comes to your mind when  
you hear the term “service?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is service required for our 
salvation? 

 

Have you ever felt compelled to 
help someone? Did you follow 
the prompting? What did you 
take away from that 
experience? 

 

Have you ever been asked  
to serve (help someone),  
but did not? Did you regret  
it afterward? When might  
this be appropriate? 

 

What do you think is the 
hardest part about serving 
others? 
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AN ATTITUDE OF SERVICE 
The attitude of service does not come naturally to most people.  In 
order to serve the way God intended, a transformation must occur 
within us. 

How Does This Transformation Occur? 
IN THE HEART– Service is not about the outward appearance. It 
reflects an inward alignment of our values and priorities with God’s 
commands. It is not natural for a person to serve others without some 
expectation of recognition. However, the service that counts most is 
service that is compelled by the Holy Spirit’s prompting and is 
performed with the motivation to honor God. 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God 
is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect (Romans 12:2). 

Your personal walk with the Lord will determine how this change occurs 
in your life. God wants a cheerful sacrifice, and not resentful obedience.  

 

IN THE HOME– As God changes our heart, we will begin to practice 
serving in our home. The home can be a very hard place to start 
practicing service. Your family knows you well and will be watching  
to see if the changes you profess about your faith are real and lasting.  
It is also a place of great opportunity as your actions can bring new or 
renewed interest in knowing God. 

These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your 
heart. You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and 
when you lie down and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a 
sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 
You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates (Deuteronomy 6:6-9). 

 

IN THE BODY OF CHRIST– God intends for us to serve one 
another in the body of Christ. He has equipped each believer with 
passions, skills, and abilities that should be used to build up and 
encourage other believers.   

. . . from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by 
what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each 
individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up  
of itself in love (Ephesians 4:16). 

 

 

DISCUSSION 
Are you willing to accept the 
idea of being a servant to God 
and to others? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How might you introduce your 
new attitude of service to your 
family? 

Can you think of some things 
you could do that might bring 
glory to God in your home? 

 

 

 

 

Discuss some of the many 
opportunities for service that 
exist in the body, both inside 
and outside of the church 
building? 

Discuss how each believer’s 
willingness to serve keeps the 
body of Christ healthy and 
growing and full of love. 
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IN THE COMMUNITY – Our service to the community brings 
attention and glory to God. God is not willing that any should perish. 
Our acts of service make us the hands and feet that bring God’s love  
to an unsaved person. 

Then the King will say to those on His right, “Come, you who are 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from  
the foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave Me 
something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to 
drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you 
clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you 
came to Me.” Then the righteous will answer Him, “Lord, when did 
we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something 
to drink? And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or 
naked, and clothe You? When did we see You sick, or in prison, and 
come to You?” The King will answer and say to them, “Truly I say to 
you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, 
even the least of them, you did it to Me” (Matthew 25:34-40). 

 

DISCUSSION 
 

Brainstorm the many 
opportunities for service 
in the community. 

How do these acts of service 
affect the way people see the 
church?  
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