
Read and reflect on 2 Timothy 3:1-4. 
We live in a fallen world and are surrounded 

by many beliefs and social rules. As 
followers of Christ, you’ll be challenged on 
many fronts – your relationship with Him, 
your relationships with other believers, and 
your relationship with your spouse. 

Answer the questions below as an individual 
believer, as a friend of other believers or as 
a partner in a marriage. 

Cultural Pressure
1. How does our society define normal 

relationships? How does God define them?

2. What competes the most with your 
relationships (selfish needs, others’ needs, 
immediate gratification, material needs)? 

Response to Crises
1. To whom do you go in a crisis? Why?

2. How do the people in your relationships 
respond to crises?

3. Is it possible to prepare relationships for 
crises? 

4. Have you ever learned something 
surprising about someone in a moment  
of crisis?

Response to Changes
1. What’s the biggest change you have 

experienced in your relationships?

2. How resilient is your relationship with 
Christ, your friends, your spouse?

3. What makes a relationship stable or 
durable?   
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Devoted: Always Be Prepared
Matthew 7:24-25
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

[Jesus said], Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because 
it had its foundation on the rock. Matthew 7:24-25 (NIV)

My spouse and I need to be prepared for:

1. The _______________________ we live in
You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times. For 

people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, 
scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing 
sacred. They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no 
self-control. They will be cruel and hate what is good. They will betray their friends, 
be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. They will act 
religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly. Stay away from 
people like that! 2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NLT)

 cultural things that will erode a marriage:

 a. _______________________ 
[People] will become utterly self-centred, greedy for money…

 b. _______________________
[People] will become…greedy for money…

I have also learned why people work so hard to succeed: it is because they envy the things 
their neighbors have. Ecclesiastes 4:4 (GN)

 c. _______________________
…loving… pleasure instead of loving God

2. The _______________________ we will live through
Save me, O God, for the floodwaters are up to my neck. Deeper and deeper I sink into 

the mire; I can’t find a foothold. I am in deep water, and the floods overwhelm me. I am 
exhausted from crying for help; my throat is parched. My eyes are swollen with weeping, 
waiting for my God to help me. Psalm 69:1-3 (NLT)

 What does a couple do when their marriage is in deep water?
[God] says, “Don’t be afraid… When you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will 

be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown!”  
 Isaiah 43:1-2 (LB)

 a. Remember: God says you have ___________________ to ______________.
Don’t be afraid… 

 b. Remember: _________ is always with _________.
Don’t be afraid… When you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you. 

 c. Remember: Keep _____________________ in _________.
Don’t be afraid… When you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you. 

When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown!

 The key to coping with a crisis:  _______________________

3. The _______________________ we will live with
[Jesus said], Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 

practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because 
it had its foundation on the rock. Matthew 7:24-25 (NIV)

To everything there is a season and a time to every purpose under heaven. 
 Ecclesiastes 3:1 (KJV)

 The keys to coping with change
I have learned to be content, whatever the circumstances may be… I am ready for 

anything through the strength of the one [Christ] who lives within me.   
 Philippians 4:11, 13 (Phillips)

 a. _______________________
I have learned to be content, whatever the circumstances…

 b. _______________________
I am ready for anything…

 c. _______________________
I am ready for anything through the strength of the one [Christ] who lives within me. 

 What is the greatest foundation? _______________________
For God has already placed Jesus Christ as the one and only foundation, and no other 

foundation can be laid. 1 Corinthians 3:11 (GN)


