
Scripture Discussion
Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. Are you what 

“love is” to your spouse?

Read Proverbs 24:3. How do people know if 
they’re wise? Strong? Knowledgeable?

Are these qualities necessary to start a 
family? How do we achieve them?

The only constant is change – right?
From whom do you receive affirmation? 

Who is your biggest fan?

In what phase (stage) is your relationship–
honeymoon, reality check or stability? 

Do the phases lead to each other/connect? 
Can you move back and forth between 
them? What’s “normal”?

Look in the Mirror
What makes you tender toward your 

spouse? Would you describe yourself as 
“selfless”? Would your spouse describe you 
that way?

When are you comfortable being vulnerable 
around your spouse? Is that important?

What were your needs/expectations when 
you married? Now? Does your spouse 
know?

What’s the goal of your marriage? Is it a 
shared goal?

How much time do you spend making sure 
your spouse knows your heart? How do 
you do that?

small groups
Discussion Questions
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Devoted: Understanding the 3 Stages of Marriage
Selected Scriptures
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

It takes wisdom to have a good family, and it takes understanding to make it strong. It 
takes knowledge to fill a home with rare and beautiful treasures. Wise people have great 
power, and those with knowledge have great strength. So you need advice when you go 
to war. If you have lots of good advice, you will win. Proverbs 24:3-6 (NCV)

The 3 Stages of Marriage

1. Everything is ____________________ (____________________)
Like a lily among thistles is my darling among young women. Like the finest apple tree in 

the orchard is my lover among other young men. I sit in his delightful shade and taste 
his delicious fruit. He escorts me to the banquet hall; it’s obvious how much he loves 
me. Strengthen me with raisin cakes, refresh me with apples, for I am weak with love. 
His left arm is under my head, and his right arm embraces me. Promise me, O women 
of Jerusalem, by the gazelles and wild deer, not to awaken love until the time is right. 
Ah, I hear my lover coming! He is leaping over the mountains, bounding over the hills. 
My lover is like a swift gazelle or a young stag. Look, there he is behind the wall, looking 
through the window, peering into the room. My lover said to me, “Rise up, my darling! 
Come away with me, my fair one!” Song of Songs 2:2-10 (NLT)

You are beautiful, my darling, beautiful beyond words. Your eyes are like doves behind 
your veil. Your hair falls in waves, like a flock of goats winding down the slopes of 
Gilead.Your teeth are as white as sheep, recently shorn and freshly washed. Your smile 
is flawless, each tooth matched with its twin. Your lips are like scarlet ribbon; your 
mouth is inviting. Your cheeks are like rosy pomegranates behind your veil. Your neck is 
as beautiful as the tower of David, jeweled with the shields of a thousand heroes. Your 
breasts are like two fawns, twin fawns of a gazelle grazing among the lilies. Before the 
dawn breezes blow and the night shadows flee, I will hurry to the mountain of myrrh 
and to the hill of frankincense. You are altogether beautiful, my darling, beautiful in 
every way. Song of Solomon 4:1-7 (NLT)

 2 thoughts that describe this stage:

 1. Great __________________ in your relationship (__________________)

 2. Great __________________ in your relationship (__________________)

2. I didn’t _____________________ for this (__________________________)
A nagging wife is like water going drip-drip-drip on a rainy day. How can you keep her 

quiet? Have you ever tried to stop the wind or ever tried to hold a handful of oil? 
 Proverbs 27:15-16 (GN)

 4 words that describe this stage

 1. ____________________________ (__________________________)

 2. ____________________________ (_________________________________)

 3. ____________________________ (_________________________________) 

 4. ____________________________ (__________________________)

3. __________________________ (__________________________)
 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not 

rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (NIV)

 5 characteristics of mature love

 1. T________________________

 2. R________________________

 3. U________________________

 4. S________________________

 5. T________________________

How do you survive Stage 2 so you can thrive in Stage 3?

1. _____________________
Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so God can heal you. When a 

believing person prays, great things happen. James 5:16 (NCV)

2. _____________________

 a. the _____________________ treatment

 b. the threatening to _____________________ treatment

 c. the _____________________ and _____________________ treatment

 d. the _____________________ treatment

 e. the trying to _____________________ your partner treatment

3. _____________________
For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son… 

 Romans 8:29 (NLT)


