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The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Stay Connected
w w w.bigval leygrace.org

Latest news and events
Audio messages and sermon notes

Information about our ministries

Contact Information

small groups
Discussion Questions

Standing Strong
What’s your typical problem solving 

response?
• Aaaahhhhhh!
• Seek advice on Facebook.
• Fix it, fix me, fix you… fix something!
• If a problem goes unacknowledged, is it 

really a problem?

Time in the Word
Read Ephesians 1:3-5.
• With what are we blessed with? What does 

that mean to you?
• To what did God commit, even before he 

created the world?
• What was God’s response to the fulfillment 

of the plan?

Read 2 Corinthians 4:17-18.
• How are our problems qualified in this 

verse? Do they feel that way to you? Why 

or why not?
• How do problems “produce glory”?

Discussion Questions
• In general, are you defined by your 

problems or your successes? How do you 
see yourself? How would others see you?

• How do you use your faith to keep 
perspective and see problems for what 
they are?

• What impact do the following statements 
have on you?

 • I am a child of God and in the family of 
the Creator of the Universe.

 • God is active, in control, and present in 
my everyday life.

 • God has provided a path to eternal 
salvation, an everlasting redemption for 
me personally?



STANDING STRONG when things go wrong
1 Peter 1:1-12 (NLT)
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

This letter is from Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ. I am writing to God’s chosen people who are 
living as foreigners in the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.  
 Verse 1

Peter wrote this letter in hopes that it would circulate among the churches in these  
5 areas (which were all provinces within the Roman Empire).

There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you have to endure many trials for a little while. 
 Verse 6

When Peter wrote this, it wasn’t easy to be a follower of Jesus Christ.
• Christians were being fed to lions. Christians were being burned at the stake.
• Christians were being put in prison and brutally tortured.
• In 64 A.D., Emperor Nero burned Rome almost to the ground, then blamed the 

Christians for doing it (which obviously made everybody hate Christians).
• Our brothers and sister in Christ went through some pretty awful things back then. 

In fact, just a few years after Peter wrote this letter, he was martyred (crucified). 
This was an ugly time for Christians, so Peter writes to the followers of Jesus to 
encourage them.

My purpose in writing is to encourage you and assure you that what you are experiencing is truly 
part of God’s grace for you. Stand firm in this grace. 1 Peter 5:12 (NLT)

3 things to remember when things go wrong

1. Stand strong, knowing that God has ____________________ me 

to be part of ___________________________  

(___________________________).
God the Father knew you and chose you long ago… Verse 2

You didn’t choose me. I chose you.  I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit… 
 John 15:16 (NLT)

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. Even before he made the 
world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. God decided 
in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is 
what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. Ephesians 1:3-5 (NLT)

2. Stand strong, knowing that God is at ____________ in my 

____________ (__________________________________).
God the Father knew you and chose you long ago, and his Spirit has made you holy. As a result, 

you have obeyed him and have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ. May God give you 
more and more grace and peace. Verse 2

Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual 
offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, 
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NIV)

3. Stand strong, knowing that God has _____________________ my 

__________________ (___________________________________).
And we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and 

undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. And through your faith, God is protecting you 
by his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all 
to see. Verse 4-5

He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He 
washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. He generously 
poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior. Because of his grace he declared 
us righteous and gave us confidence that we will inherit eternal life. Titus 3:5-7 (NLT)

And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not 
even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the 
earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39 (NLT)

Peter’s conclusion
So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you have to endure many trials for a 

little while. Verse 6

This salvation was something even the prophets wanted to know more about when they 
prophesied about this gracious salvation prepared for you. They wondered what time or 
situation the Spirit of Christ within them was talking about when he told them in advance 
about Christ’s suffering and his great glory afterward. They were told that their messages were 
not for themselves, but for you. And now this Good News has been announced to you by those 
who preached in the power of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. It is all so wonderful that even 
the angels are eagerly watching these things happen. Verses 10-12



Memory Verse
Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see him 

now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.                      
 1 Peter 1:8 (NIV)

Daily Meditations January 14/15

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read through all the verses in the sermon outline. Through which verse did God 

speak to you? Spend time meditating on the verse. What do you sense God saying 
to you?

What point or illustration did you take away from the sermon? How do you believe 
this will help your walk with the Lord? 

How does the fact that we are strangers in this world (1:1) help you in your present 
circumstances?

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
As we begin the Standing Strong series, read all 5 chapters of 1 Peter in one sitting 

(This only takes 15 minutes). What stood out to you from this quick read through 
the book?

From 1 Peter 1:1-2: What does sanctifying work mean?
(Study tip-use a dictionary or an online resource to look up the word sanctification. 

Try Biblegateway.com or blueletterbible.org)

How are you experiencing God’s grace and peace in abundance today?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read all 5 chapters of 1 Peter from a different version, if you have one. What stood 

out to you from today’s reading? 

From 1 Peter 1:3-5, how would you describe the term new birth?

What do you think the phrase until the coming of the salvation means?

What reasons does this passage give you for praising God?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read all 5 chapters of 1 Peter. What stood out to you from your reading today?

From 1 Peter 1:6-9, for what purpose might you have to suffer grief and trials?

Describe a time when your faith was proved genuine. How did this come to pass?

Would you describe yourself as being filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy? 
Explain.

 

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read all 5 chapters of 1 Peter. As you read, reference verses to support the following 

themes:
Suffering - 1:6, 

Submission - 2:13, 

Holiness-

What challenged you as you read 1 Peter every day this week?

From 1 Peter 1:10-12, how did the prophets search for the truth of Christ? What were 
they trying to find out and why? How would your search for truth compare with 
the prophets?

Personal Reflection & Application
List and reflect on the attributes of God in 1 Peter 1:1-12. Which ones are most 

important to you and why?

How might you exercise faith, love and rejoicing so that you may experience some  
of God’s glory in the midst of a difficult situation now?

Reaching Out
Share the testimony of your salvation and living hope with someone this week (1:3).


