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The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Stay Connected
w w w.bigval leygrace.org

Latest news and events
Audio messages and sermon notes

Information about our ministries

Contact Information

small groups
Discussion Questions

Opening Thoughts
What is the most consistent thing about 

your life right now? Is it something you 
value, or do you see it as routine?

What are some challenges to your daily 
discipline or consistency?

Scripture Time
Read 1 Peter 2:11-23. What words or 

phrases stand out to you?

Do you see yourself as a visitor, temporary 
resident or foreigner in this world? Explain.

Do you have examples of foolish 
accusations made by ignorant people?

How do you respect everyone?

Discussion Questions
Integrity is defined as a steadfast adherence 

to a moral or ethical code; to be whole or 
complete.

Wholeness comes through the presence of 
Christ in your life. What things compete 
to take the place of that true wholeness? 
Authority? Comfort? Adversity? Pride? 
Wealth/Possessions?

These things can damage integrity. How do 
you develop a more consistent response? 
How can you improve your integrity?

Parting Thought
Maintaining or building integrity requires 

effort. What motivates you to put energy 
into this daily pursuit? What can you pray 
for this week that will help?



STAND STRONG in Integrity
1 Peter 2:11-23
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

 Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to keep away from worldly 
desires that wage war against your very souls. Be careful to live properly among your 
unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your 
honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God when he judges the world.

For the Lord’s sake, respect all human authority—whether the king as head of state, or the 
officials he has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish those who do wrong and to 
honor those who do right.

 It is God’s will that your honorable lives should silence those ignorant people who make foolish 
accusations against you. For you are free, yet you are God’s slaves, so don’t use your freedom as 
an excuse to do evil. Respect everyone, and love your Christian brothers and sisters. Fear God, 
and respect the king.

You who are slaves must accept the authority of your masters with all respect. Do what they tell 
you—not only if they are kind and reasonable, but even if they are cruel. For God is pleased with 
you when you do what you know is right and patiently endure unfair treatment. Of course, you 
get no credit for being patient if you are beaten for doing wrong. But if you suffer for doing good 
and endure it patiently, God is pleased with you.

For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your 
example, and you must follow in his steps. He never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone. He did 
not retaliate when he was insulted, nor threaten revenge when he suffered. He left his case in 
the hands of God, who always judges fairly. 1 Peter 2:11-23 (NLT)

Why is it important to live with integrity?

Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God when he 
judges the world. Verse 12

Let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. 
 Matthew 5:16 (NLT)

So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us.  
 2 Corinthians 5:20 (NLT)

Because I am Jesus’ ________________________________, and people are 

________________________ how I live.
 

What tests my integrity?

1. _________________________________ test my integrity.

 People with integrity ________________________________________.
Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to keep away from worldly 

desires that wage war against your very souls. Verse 11

Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t make yourselves cozy in it. Don’t indulge your ego at 
the expense of your soul. 1 Peter 2:11 (Message)

 What is God’s will for my life?
It is God’s will that your honorable lives should silence those ignorant people who make foolish 

accusations against you. For you are free, yet you are God’s slaves, so don’t use your freedom as 
an excuse to do evil.  Verses 15-16

 It’s God’s will that I live an ____________________________________.

2. ___________________________ tests my integrity.

 People with integrity ____________________________________.
For the Lord’s sake, respect all human authority—whether the king as head of state, or the 

officials he has appointed. Verses 13-14

Make the Master proud of you by being good citizens. Respect the authorities, whatever their 
level; they are God’s emissaries for keeping order. 1 Peter 2:13-14 (Message)

For the Lord’s sake, yield to the people who have authority in this world. 1 Peter 2:13 (NCV)

 

Characteristics of a genuine believer
Respect everyone, and love your Christian brothers and sisters. Fear God, and respect the king. 

 Verse 17

• A genuine follower of Jesus ________________________ everybody.

• A genuine follower of Jesus _______________ Christians everywhere.

• A genuine follower of Jesus _________________________ and  

__________________________________________.

3. ___________________________ tests my integrity.

 People with integrity ____________________________________ in a 

God-honoring way.
For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your 

example, and you must follow in his steps. He never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone. He did 
not retaliate when he was insulted, nor threaten revenge when he suffered. He left his case in 
the hands of God, who always judges fairly. Verses 21-23

Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows… John 16:33 (NLT)

He suffered in silence, content to let God set things right. 1 Peter 2:23 (Message)

Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, 
“I will take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the LORD. “Instead, If your enemies are hungry, 
feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning 
coals of shame on their heads.” Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.  
 Romans 12:19-21 (NLT)



Memory Verse
Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they 

accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will 
give honor to God when He judges the world. 1 Peter 2:12 (NLT)

Daily Meditations February 4/5

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read through all the verses in the sermon outline. Through which verse did God 

speak to you? Spend time meditating on the verse. What do you sense God saying 
to you?

What point or illustration did you take away from the sermon? Why? How do you 
believe this will help you to stand strong in your integrity? 

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 Peter 2:1-25.
In verses 11-12, Peter is addressing believers as dear friends or beloved (NAS). How 

does being loved by God as a friend motivate you to live a godly life? (See also 
John 14:23 and 15:14.)

As a friend of God, how are you a temporary resident and foreigner? (See also  
Hebrews 11:8-16, Ephesians 2:19-22 and Philippians 3:20-21.)

What steps can you take to glorify God when you are tempted?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 Peter 2:13-17, Proverbs 24:21 and Romans 13:1-2.
What do these verses say about submitting to human authority? Why is this 

important?

To whom do we ultimately submit?

In verse 15, what is God’s stated will for you? What may be accomplished if you do it?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 Peter 2:1-25.
From verses 18-25, how would you explain that we are free and yet called slaves? 

How is your conduct as you suffer influencing others?

As a Christian employee, how can you apply these principles to your work 
environment?

Read Luke 6:31. If you are self-employed, how might you be a better employer?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 Peter 2:1-25.
From verses 11-25 with John 18:19-19:30, what did Christ do in His suffering?

How are you called to follow His example?

What encouraging words are used in 1 Peter 2:23 that could guide your attitude 
when wronged?

Personal Reflection & Application
Be Practical: How can you adjust your walk to match your talk, so your behavior 

matches your beliefs? 

In this week’s lesson, what reasons are given for abstaining from sinful desires? 
Which of these is most helpful in your current trial?

Reaching Out
 How can you do good to someone who is hurting you? 


