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The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Stay Connected
w w w.bigval leygrace.org

Latest news and events
Audio messages and sermon notes

Information about our ministries

Contact Information

small groups
Discussion Questions

Opening Question
When I meet people, I tend to…
- Want to talk about them
- Want to talk about my family/friends
- Want to talk about myself
- Wish we could just text or Facebook
- Run and hide

Time in the Word
Read aloud Matthew 5:10-12.
- Have you been blessed through some type 

of persecution for doing right?
- How good are you at being happy that 

you’ve been persecuted for being a 
follower of Christ?

- How does society determine if someone is 
persecuted? 

Discussion
How do you spread the word?
- Anytime, anywhere, anyone; high energy
- Look for the opportunities everyday life 

provides

- Hope my actions speak louder than my 
words

- Not my comfort area

Not every sharing experience goes well. 
Can you describe some of the experiences 
you’ve had sharing your faith? 

- The person’s response
- Questions that are asked
- Objections that are given

Do you think every question should be 
answered or every objection overcome? 
Why? How do you answer a charge of 
hypocrisy?

Homework
Look at the gifts and situations God has 

placed in your life this week. How can 
you be better prepared to share the Good 
News? In which of the five areas can you 
improve as you STAND STRONG Reaching 
People? 



STAND STRONG Reaching People
1 Peter 3:13-18
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you suffer for doing 
what is right, God will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats. Instead, you 
must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about your Christian hope, always 
be ready to explain it. But do this in a gentle and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. 
Then if people speak against you, they will be ashamed when they see what a good life you 
live because you belong to Christ. Remember, it is better to suffer for doing good, if that is what 
God wants, than to suffer for doing wrong. Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never 
sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but 
he was raised to life in the Spirit. 1 Peter 3:13-18 (NLT)

How can I reach people I know for Jesus Christ?

1. I reach people when I have a passion for ____________________.
Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good? Verse 13

Let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. 
 Matthew 5:16 (NLT)

2. I reach people when I ________________ for being ____________.
But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be 

afraid of their threats. Verse 14

Even if you suffer for doing right, you are blessed. 1 Peter 3:14 (NCV)

God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. God 
blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil 
things against you because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great 
reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same 
way. Matthew 5:10-12 (NLT)

Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good. Romans 12:21 (NLT)

3. I reach people when I give God ____________________________ 
of my life.

Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you suffer for doing 
what is right, God will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats. Instead, you 
must worship Christ as Lord of your life. Verses 13-15

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

4. I reach people when I ____________ what I believe.
And if someone asks about your Christian hope, always be ready to explain it. But do this in a 

gentle and respectful way… Verse 15-16

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope 
that you have. 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Put on salvation as your helmet… Ephesians 6:17 (NLT)

Bonus thought: 3 aspects of salvation

• ___________________________________

 (This has to do with the ______________.)

 This is freedom from the ______________________ of sin.
So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. And because you belong 

to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to 
death. 
 Romans 8:1-2 (NLT)

• ___________________________________

 (This has to do with the _____________________.)

 This is freedom from the _______________ of sin.
Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law. Instead, 

you live under the freedom of God’s grace. Romans 6:14 (NLT)

• ___________________________________

 (This has to do with the __________________.)

 This is freedom from the ________________________ of sin.
Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be like 

when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is. 
 1 John 3:2 (NLT)

This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out. Wake up, for our 
salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is almost gone; the day of 
salvation will soon be here. Romans 13:11-12 (NLT)

5. I reach people when I keep my conscience _______________.
And if someone asks about your Christian hope, always be ready to explain it. But do this in a 

gentle and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. Verse 15-16



Memory Verse
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hop that you have.  But do this 
with gentleness and respect.    1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Daily Meditations February 25/26

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Review the sermon outline and read through all the verses. Through which verse did 

God speak to you? Spend time meditating on the verse. What do you sense God 
saying to you?

How can you use what you learned from the sermon to help you reach the people in 
your life for Jesus Christ?

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 Peter 3:1-22. In verses 13-14, from what kind of harm are believers protected 

when they are eager to do good?

What kind of harm have you experienced for doing good?

How might suffering for what is right result in a blessing?

Why shouldn’t believers be frightened?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 Peter 3:1-22. Rewrite verses 15-16 in your own words. 

What does in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord mean (v.15)? How might this give 
hope to those watching your life?

How is “setting apart Christ as Lord” connected to what we are asked to do in these 
verses?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 Peter 3:1-22. From verse 17, why do you think it’s better to suffer for doing 

good than to suffer for doing evil?

How do you handle your suffering?

How can this verse help you to handle your suffering differently?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 Peter 3:1-22. From verses 18-22, how would you explain the meaning of 

baptism to someone who had never heard of this practice? 

Check a commentary or online resource such as biblegateway.com for a better 
understanding of verses 19-20. What did you learn?

According to verses 21-22, where did Jesus go after He was resurrected? Where is He 
seated and who is with Him?

Personal Reflection & Application
What did God teach you from 1 Peter 3? 

What practical applications have you made in your life in the last 3 weeks as a result 
of studying 1 Peter 3?

Reaching Out
Identify someone with whom you can share your testimony of salvation in Jesus 

Christ. Explain that you read a verse in the Bible (1 Peter 3:15) about being ready to 
share your faith with anyone who might ask. Ask if you could “practice” with them. 
When you are done, ask if you clearly presented what Christ means to you?


