
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Stay Connected
w w w.bigval leygrace.org

Latest news and events
Audio messages and sermon notes

Information about our ministries

Contact Information

small groups
Discussion Questions

Warm Up
What do you count on/take for granted/

assume every day? Why those things?

Scripture
Read Luke 23:39-43.
What words or phrases stands out to you?
Where are these men and what condition 

are they in while they’re having this 
conversation with Jesus? What’s unique or 
surprising about that? Does it seem like an 
odd place for sarcasm?

Compare and contrast the two mindsets 
demonstrated by the men. 

Read 1 John 1:8-9.
What words or phrases stands out to you?
Why would someone want to fool 

themselves?

Read Romans 6:23.
What words or phrases stands out to you?
What’s the free gift God offers through 

his Son? What about an eternal life of 
perfection doesn’t attract some? 

Discussion
How do you deal with the passing of a 

loved whose relationship with Jesus 
(salvation) was uncertain?

What’s your reaction to last-minute, 
deathbed conversions?

Do you ever find yourself doubting or 
questioning your salvation? Why?

Can you lose your salvation? Cite Scripture 
to support your answer.



Assurance
Luke 23:33-39
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

When they came to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals were 
also crucified—one on his right and one on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 
don’t know what they are doing.” And the soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice.

The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, “let him save himself 
if he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” The soldiers mocked him, too, by offering him a 
drink of sour wine. They called out to him, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” A sign 
was fastened above him with these words: “This is the King of the Jews.”

One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by 
saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!”

But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced to 
die? We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong.” Then he said, 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.”

 And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 Luke 23:33-43 (NLT)

Two evil men were hanging on crosses next to Jesus. One of them doesn’t recognize 
who Jesus is and insults Him.

The other man recognized four things

1. He knew he’d face ___________ after death.
One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by 

saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!” But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you 
fear God even when you have been sentenced to die?” Verse 40

Everyone must die once, and after that be judged by God. Hebrews 9:27 (GN)

2. He knew he had __________________ against God.
Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced to die? We deserve to die for our 

crimes… Verse 41

Not a single person on earth is always good and never sins. Ecclesiastes 7:20 (NLT)

All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We’ve left God’s paths to follow our own… 
 Isaiah 53:6 (NLT)

Who can say, “I have kept my heart pure; I am clean and without sin”? Proverbs 20:9 (NIV)

 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. But if we 
confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
wickedness. 1 John 1:8-9 (NLT)

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 Romans 6:23 (NLT)

3. He knew _______________ was more than a man.
Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced to die? We deserve to die for our crimes, 

but this man hasn’t done anything wrong. Verse 41

When Jesus finished saying these things, the people were amazed at his teaching, because he did 
not teach like their teachers of the law. He taught like a person who had authority. 
 Matthew 7:28-29 (NCV)

He went to his hometown and taught the people in the synagogue, and they were amazed. They 
said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and this power to do miracles?” 
 Matthew 13:54 (NCV)

There was a man named Nicodemus who was one of the Pharisees and an important Jewish 
leader. One night Nicodemus came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, we know you are a teacher sent 
from God, because no one can do the miracles you do unless God is with him.” 
 John 3:1-2 (NCV)

For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made 
right with God through Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT)

4. He knew that only _______________ could save him.
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me…” Verse 42

God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from 
God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about 
it. Ephesians 2:8-9 (NLT)

Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved… Acts 16:31 (NLT)

And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.” Verse 43

four things about salvation
1. Salvation is ______________________________.
Today you will be with me in paradise. Verse 43

Yes, we are fully confident, and we would rather be away from these earthly bodies, for then we 
will be at home with the Lord. 2 Corinthians 5:8 (NLT)

2. Salvation is an absolute ___________________________.
Today you will be with me in paradise. Verse 43

3. Salvation is all about a ________________________________.
Today you will be with me in paradise. Verse 43

4. Salvation is a real _________________.
Today you will be with me in paradise. Verse 43



Memory Verse
I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of 

my hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; no one can 
snatch them out of My Father’s hand.  John 10:28-29 (NIV)

Daily Meditations April 21/22

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Review the sermon outline and read through all the verses. Through which verse did 

God speak to you? Spend time meditating on the verse. What do you sense God 
saying to you?

From Luke 23:43 and the sermon outline, what four things do you know about 
salvation?

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 2 Corinthians 1:21-22; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30, and 2 Timothy 2:19. 
How does God secure your salvation?

Read John 14:17, 23. What evidence demonstrates your salvation?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Ephesians 1:1-23. List the spiritual blessings found in Christ.

Who receives these blessings? How?

Which blessing is most meaningful to you? Why?

How do your prayers for fellow believers compare with Paul’s?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 John 5:12-13. Who has eternal life?

How do you know?

How can these verses help and comfort you?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Psalm 13:5-6, 36:7 and Zephaniah 3:17. 
How have you experienced God’s assurance since your salvation?

What is the connection between love and giving in John 3:16?

…God has said, Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you. (Hebrew 13:5 NIV)
When have you heard this assurance from God?

Personal Reflection & Application
Read 2 Corinthians 3:18. What evidence in your life demonstrates that you are a  

child of God? 

What do others see in your life that demonstrates that you are a child of God?

Reaching Out
Tell someone about God’s steadfast love and His guarantee of salvation for those 

who believe.


