
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org
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Latest news and events
Audio messages and sermon notes

Information about our ministries

Contact Information

small groups
Discussion Questions

Warm up
I define family as:
• My focus and the source of my priorities 

and energy.
• The thing that grounds me, but drives me 

a little nutty, too. 
• Wow, don’t even get me started. 
• My friends, pets, colleagues. 

Time in the Word
But those who won’t care for their relatives, 

especially those in their own household, 
have denied the true faith. Such people are 
worse than unbelievers. 1 Timothy 5:8 (NLT)

What activities are included in the phrase 
care for their relatives? 

 What would household mean to you ? Who 
does that include? 

 Why do you believe it says such people are 
worse than unbelievers?

Discussion
Are you closer to your friends or your 

family? Why? 

Under what conditions do you reach out 
to family? Under what conditions do they 
reach out to you? 

Who’s allowed to talk to you about the 
pain you experience? Does that person 
need to be qualified or have had a similar 
experience?

What does it mean to see other people’s 
pain, even when you are in pain? 

Are you empathetic? Compassionate? How 
can you tell?

How should your elders be honored? What 
is the norm in America? 



Family
John 19:25-27
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

Standing near his cross were Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the follower he loved standing nearby, he said to 
his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the follower, “Here is your mother.” 
From that time on, the follower took her to live in his home. John 19:25-27 (NLT)

4 things I learn from these words

1. I need to take ____________ of my own __________________.
Honor your father and mother. Exodus 20:12 (NLT)

Take care of any widow who has no one else to care for her. But if she has children or 
grandchildren, their first responsibility is to show godliness at home and repay their parents by 
taking care of them. This is something that pleases God. 1 Timothy 5:3-4 (NLT)

But those who won’t care for their relatives, especially those in their own household, have denied 
the true faith. Such people are worse than unbelievers. 1 Timothy 5:8 (NLT)

Friends always show their love. What are relatives for if not to share trouble? 
 Proverbs 17:17 (GN)

Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself for it. 
 Ephesians 5:25 (NCV)

2. I need to treat other ___________________________ as 
__________________.

As Jesus was speaking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, asking to speak to 
him. Someone told Jesus, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, and they want to speak 
to you.”

Jesus asked, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” Then he pointed to his disciples and 
said, “Look, these are my mother and brothers. Anyone who does the will of my Father in 
heaven is my brother and sister and mother!” Matthew 12:46-50 (NLT)

Never speak harshly to an older man, but appeal to him respectfully as you would to your own 
father. Talk to younger men as you would to your own brothers. Treat older women as you 
would your mother, and treat younger women with all purity as you would your own sisters. 
 1 Timothy 5:1-2 (NLT)

Love each other like brothers and sisters. Give each other more honor than you want for 
yourselves. Romans 12:10 (NCV)

When we have the opportunity to help anyone, we should do it. But we should give special 
attention to those who are in the family of believers. Galatians 6:10 (NCV)

Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should 
gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the 
same temptation yourself. Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ. If 
you think you are too important to help someone, you are only fooling yourself. You are not that 
important. Galatians 6:1-3 (NLT)

Jesus replied, “ ‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your 
mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these 
two commandments.” Matthew 22:37-40 (NLT)

3. I need to ____________ other people’s ______________, even 

when I’m in ______________.
Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than 

yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. You 
must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he was God, he did not think of 
equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the 
humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, 
he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.  
 Philippians 2:3-8 (NLT)

Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. John 16:33 (NLT)

So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the same attitude he 
had, and be ready to suffer, too. 1 Peter 4:1 (NLT)

4. I need to ________________ other people’s ___________________, 
even when mine aren’t met.

We who are strong in faith should help the weak with their weaknesses, and not please only 
ourselves. Let each of us please our neighbors for their good, to help them be stronger in faith. 
Even Christ did not live to please himself. Romans 15:1-3 (NCV)

Each one of us needs to look after the good of the people around us, asking ourselves, “How can I 
help? Romans 15:1-2 (Message)

When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality. 
 Romans 12:13 (NLT)



Memory Verse
Love each other like brothers and sisters.  Give each other more honor than you want 

for yourselves.    Romans 12:10 (NCV)

Daily Meditations April 28/29

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read the verses under point 1 on the sermon outline with Genesis 1:27, 2:17,  

20-21, Deuteronomy 6:5-9, 7:3-4 and Matthew 19:4-6. How do these verses 
describe family?

What does the Bible teach about family that is different from what the world 
teaches?

How do you honor your parents or elder relatives?

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read the verses under point 2 on the sermon outline with Titus 2:1-8. Through which 

verse did God speak to you? What do you sense God saying?

Who is your family of believers?

What have you learned from a person who is older in the faith?

Who have you mentored in the faith? What have you learned from this person?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read the verses under point 3 on the sermon outline with 2 Corinthians 1:1-12. 

Through which verse did God speak to you? What do you sense God saying?

How have others helped you through times of trials and sorrow? 

When have you been able to comfort others with the same comfort you received?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read the verses under point 4 on the sermon outline. Through which verse did God 

speak to you? What do you sense God saying? To whom can you show hospitality?

Read 2 Samuel 9:1-13. To whom did David show kindness? Why? What did he do?

What does this show you about David’s character?

Has God brought a similar situation to you? How have you responded?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Luke 11:30-37. Who ignored the broken man? 

Who helped him? Why was this unexpected?

To what lengths did the Samaritan go to help?

What important lessons was Jesus teaching?

Where can these lessons be applied in your own life?

Personal Reflection & Application
Read Isaiah 63:15-16; Hosea 11:1-3; Malachi 1:6; Matthew 6:33 and Matthew 10:30. 

What do these verses say about your Heavenly Father?

How is your Heavenly Father different from an earthly father?

How do these passages make you feel about your Heavenly Father?

From which of the four sermon point about family did you learn the most? Where 
will you begin to implement changes?

Reaching Out
Open your small group to someone who needs family, or join a small group at  

www.bigvalleygrace.org.


