
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ
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Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org
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small groups
Discussion Questions

You’re in the army now
In life’s big battles or struggles, are you:
The wise and crafty general, strategizing?
The fearless captain, charging at the head 

of his troops?
The loyal sergeant who follows orders?
The anonymous foot soldier, just trying to 

get by?
Really trying to avoid being drafted in the 

first place?

God’s Word
Read John 16:33 and Zechariah 4:6.
Here on earth you will have many trials and 

sorrows. John 16:33 (NLT)
“You will not succeed by your own strength or 

by your own power, but by my Spirit,” says 
the Lord All Powerful. Zechariah 4:6 (NCV)

What words or phrases stand out to you? 

How prepared are you for battle? What’s 
your battle plan?

How do you determine the point at which 
you stop coping and start relying on God? 

Discussion
What kind of battles do you generally 

experience? Are they daily? Often? 
Occasional? If people in the group have 
different answers, what does that say 
about life in general, perspective, attitude?

What has God accomplished through the 
struggles or battles in your life?

Describe a time when you thanked God 
in advance for what He would do in a 
coming struggle? 

How does running to God at the first sign of 
battle challenge some people and comfort 
others?
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Jehoshaphat
2 Chronicles 20
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

After this, the armies of the Moabites, Ammonites, and some of the Meunites declared war on 
Jehoshaphat. Messengers came and told Jehoshaphat, “A vast army from Edom is marching 
against you from beyond the Dead Sea. They are already at Hazazon-tamar.” (This was another 
name for En-gedi.) 2 Chronicles 20:1-2 (NLT)

When facing a battle…

1. ___________________________ as fast as you can.
Jehoshaphat was terrified by this news and begged the LORD for guidance.  

 2 Chronicles 20:3 (NLT)

2. ______________________________ about the battle.
Jehoshaphat stood before the community of Judah and Jerusalem in front of the new courtyard 

at the Temple of the LORD. He prayed, “O LORD, God of our ancestors, you alone are the God 
who is in heaven. You are ruler of all the kingdoms of the earth. You are powerful and mighty; 
no one can stand against you! O our God, did you not drive out those who lived in this land 
when your people Israel arrived? And did you not give this land forever to the descendants of 
your friend Abraham? Your people settled here and built this Temple to honor your name. They 
said, ‘Whenever we are faced with any calamity such as war, plague, or famine, we can come to 
stand in your presence before this Temple where your name is honored. We can cry out to you to 
save us, and you will hear us and rescue us.’”

  And now see what the armies of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir are doing. You would not let 
our ancestors invade those nations when Israel left Egypt, so they went around them and did 
not destroy them. Now see how they reward us! For they have come to throw us out of your 
land, which you gave us as an inheritance. O our God, won’t you stop them? We are powerless 
against this mighty army that is about to attack us. We do not know what to do, but we are 
looking to you for help. 2 Chronicles 20:5-12 (NLT)

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank 
him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can 
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 
 Philippians 4:6-7 (NLT)

3. ___________________________ and admit you’re inadequate  
to handle the battle.

O our God, won’t you stop them? We are powerless against this mighty army that is about to 
attack us. We do not know what to do, but we are looking to you for help.  
 2 Chronicles 20:12 (NLT)

“You will not succeed by your own strength or by your own power, but by my Spirit,” says the 
LORD All-Powerful. Zechariah 4:6 (NCV)

In the same way you younger people must submit to your elders. And all of you must put on the 
apron of humility, to serve one another; for the scripture says, God resists the proud, but shows 
favor to the humble. Humble yourselves, then, under God’s mighty hand, so that he will lift you 
up in his own good time. Leave all your worries with him, because he cares for you. 
 1 Peter 5:5-7 (GN)

  • In the midst of a battle, ____________ at God and __________________  
at your problems.

He said, “Listen, all you people of Judah and Jerusalem! Listen, King Jehoshaphat! This is what 
the LORD says: Do not be afraid! Don’t be discouraged by this mighty army, for the battle is not 
yours, but God’s. 2 Chronicles 20:15 (NLT)

4. ______________________________ to help you.
Jehoshaphat was terrified by this news and begged the LORD for guidance. He also ordered 

everyone in Judah to begin fasting. So people from all the towns of Judah came to Jerusalem to 
seek the LORD’s help. 2 Chronicles 20:3-4 (NLT) 

 All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little ones, stood there before the LORD. 
 2 Chronicles 20:13 (NIV)

5. _____________________ God is with you.
You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance 

the LORD will give you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out 
to face them tomorrow, and the LORD will be with you. 2 Chronicles 20:17 (NIV)

Early the next morning the army of Judah went out into the wilderness of Tekoa. On the way 
Jehoshaphat stopped and said, “Listen to me, all you people of Judah and Jerusalem! Believe 
in the LORD your God, and you will be able to stand firm. Believe in his prophets, and you will 
succeed. 2 Chronicles 20:20 (NLT)

6. _____________________________ in advance for what He will do.
After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the LORD and to praise him 

for the splendor of his holiness as they went out at the head of the army, saying: “Give thanks to 
the LORD, for his love endures forever.” 2 Chronicles 20:21 (NIV)
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Memory Verses
Give thanks to the Lord, for His love endures forever. 2 Chronicles 20:21

Daily Meditations July 28/29

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Notice God’s attributes from each day’s study and record them on the back of the 

page.
Read 2 Chronicles 17. Why was the Lord with Jehoshaphat? 

What did Jehoshaphat send his officials to do? What resulted?

What do you think it means to fear the Lord?

What might have been different in the way these men taught others about the Lord 
and the way you teach others about the Lord? 

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 2 Chronicles 18. How did Jehoshaphat respond to Ahab’s question in verse 3?

How would you respond to such a question?

Why do you think Ahab dressed for battle in disguise, yet told Jehoshaphat to wear 
his royal robes?

Why do you think Jehoshaphat went along with this?

What did Jehoshaphat do when he was attacked? 

What events took place after Jehoshaphat’s cry for help?

What attribute of God stands out to you in this chapter?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 2 Chronicles 19:1-11. List the instructions Jehoshaphat gave to his newly 

appointed judges.

If you lived by these instructions, how would you view and treat others?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 2 Chronicles 20:1-30. Which verses are:
• Praise?

• Recalling God’s faithfulness?

Why would it be helpful to remember how God has answered your prayers in the 
past?

From verses 15-17, what were God’s instructions? Why did you think God repeated 
this?

How did Jehoshaphat lead the people to respond? What was the result? 

Of the good things that Jehoshaphat did as a leader, which could you incorporate to 
help your family become more godly?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 2 Chronicles 20:31-37. What do you think about the end of Jehoshaphat’s life?

What lessons might you derive from his life? 

If you could write your own epitaph, what would you want it to say?

 What might you need to do today to make the words you want spoken at the end of 
your life a reality?

Attributes of God 

Praise God for His attributes. 


