
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ
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  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604
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Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org
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small groups
Discussion Questions

Warm Up
How has your faith been tested by a life 

event, doubt, temptation, the pace of life, 
apathy or a belief system? What effect did 
the test have on you?

Bible Time
Read James 1:14. What stands out to you?
 Define perseverance. Do you persevere?
 What is a trial?

Discussion
Has anyone believed in you when you 

didn’t believe in yourself? What words of 
encouragement and affirmation did the 
person use? What impact did it have?

Do you want to be a hero? Why or why not? 
Have you been through a test that brought 

you closer to God? 
Since you began your relationship with 

Him, can you give a concrete example of 
God’s grace to you?

Last Thought
Do you sense God is with you now? Are 

there times when He seems closer? Does 
he seem to come and go? This week, focus 
on His presence throughout your day, 
especially in those moments you don’t 
typically look to Him. He loves you dearly. 
He’s waiting.
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Gideon
Judges 6-8 (NLT)
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

The Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight. So the LORD handed them over to the Midianites for 
seven years. The Midianites were so cruel that the Israelites made hiding places for themselves 
in the mountains, caves, and strongholds. Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, 
marauders from Midian, Amalek, and the people of the east would attack Israel, camping 
in the land and destroying crops as far away as Gaza. They left the Israelites with nothing to 
eat, taking all the sheep, goats, cattle, and donkeys. These enemy hordes, coming with their 
livestock and tents, were as thick as locusts; they arrived on droves of camels too numerous to 
count. And they stayed until the land was stripped bare. So Israel was reduced to starvation by 
the Midianites. Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help.

When they cried out to the LORD because of Midian, the LORD sent a prophet to the Israelites. He 
said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of slavery in Egypt. I 
rescued you from the Egyptians and from all who oppressed you. I drove out your enemies and 
gave you their land. I told you, ‘I am the LORD your God. You must not worship the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land you now live.’ But you have not listened to me.”

Then the angel of the LORD came and sat beneath the great tree at Ophrah, which belonged 
to Joash of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing wheat at the bottom of a 
winepress to hide the grain from the Midianites. The angel of the LORD appeared to him and 
said, “Mighty hero, the LORD is with you!” Judges 6:1-12 (NLT)

How did God make Gideon into a “mighty hero”?

1. He gave Gideon a ____________ of __________________________.
The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said, “Mighty hero, the LORD is with you!” 

 Verse 12

2. He _______________ Gideon that He would be ________________.
The LORD said to him, “I will be with you. And you will destroy the Midianites as if you were 

fighting against one man.” Verse 16

But Moses protested to God, “Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who am I to lead the people 
of Israel out of Egypt?” God answered, “I will be with you.” Exodus 3:11-12 (NLT)

No one will be able to stand against you as long as you live. For I will be with you as I was with 
Moses. I will not fail you or abandon you.” Joshua 1:5 (NLT)

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have 
given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)

If God is for us, who can ever be against us? Romans 8:31 (NLT)

3. He __________________ Gideon’s _______________.
That night the LORD said to Gideon, “Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the one that is 

seven years old. Pull down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole standing 
beside it. Then build an altar to the LORD your God here on this hilltop sanctuary, laying the 
stones carefully. Sacrifice the bull as a burnt offering on the altar, using as fuel the wood of the 
Asherah pole you cut down.” Verses 25-26

So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the LORD had commanded. But he did it at night 
because he was afraid of the other members of his father’s household and the people of the 
town. Verse 27

Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, consider it an opportunity for great 
joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let 
it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing 
nothing. James 1:2-4 (NLT)

4. He __________________ Gideon with His __________________.
Soon afterward the armies of Midian, Amalek, and the people of the east formed an alliance 

against Israel and crossed the Jordan, camping in the valley of Jezreel. Then the Spirit of the 
LORD took possession of Gideon. He blew a ram’s horn as a call to arms, and the men of the clan 
of Abiezer came to him. He also sent messengers throughout Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun, and 
Naphtali, summoning their warriors, and all of them responded. Verses 33-35

5. He extended His __________________ to Gideon.
Then Gideon said to God, “If you are truly going to use me to rescue Israel as you promised, prove 

it to me in this way. I will put a wool fleece on the threshing floor tonight. If the fleece is wet with 
dew in the morning but the ground is dry, then I will know that you are going to help me rescue 
Israel as you promised.” And that is just what happened. When Gideon got up early the next 
morning, he squeezed the fleece and wrung out a whole bowlful of water.

Then Gideon said to God, “Please don’t be angry with me, but let me make one more request. Let 
me use the fleece for one more test. This time let the fleece remain dry while the ground around 
it is wet with dew.” So that night God did as Gideon asked. The fleece was dry in the morning, 
but the ground was covered with dew. Verses 36-40

Gideon was a

 ____________________ 

who became a 

________________________ 

because he ultimately 

___________________________.

Artwork on the screens provided by Deanna Medek. Deanna serves 
faithfully in the Big Valley Grace orchestra.



Memory Verses
For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace…grace and truth were 

realized through Jesus Christ.  John 1:16-17

Daily Meditations August 18/19

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Judges 6:1-13. What did the Lord allow to happen to Israel? Why?

How severe was the oppression?

Where was Gideon? Why? What does this reveal about Gideon’s character?

What were the first words of the Angel of the Lord to Gideon?

How might this greeting have caught Gideon’s attention? Why did this greeting 
surprise Gideon?

What was Gideon’s focus in verse 13?

When have problems overwhelmed you, causing you to feel abandoned by God?

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Judges 6:14-24. How did Gideon describe himself? 

How did God respond and reveal His plan to use Gideon?

How do you respond to the contrast between Gideon’s opinion of himself and God’s 
plan for him?

How is Gideon reassured that the message is from God?

How does God reassure us today?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Judges 6:25-40. What did God tell Gideon to do? How did he obey?

What do you learn about Gideon’s obedience?

What does Gideon ask of God in verses 37-39? What does this reveal about his 
understanding of God in light of Deuteronomy 6:16?

How does God accommodate Gideon?

What have you asked of God and how has He helped grow in your faith?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Chapter 7:1-25. What reason does God give Gideon for downsizing the army?

How would you feel in Gideon’s place?

What battle are you facing that requires the strength of the Lord, not your own or 
someone else’s?

Gideon worshiped God in verse 15. What is your response when you become aware 
of God’s presence?

How can Zechariah 4:6 encourage you when you face overwhelming circumstances?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Review the sermon outline and read through all the verses. Through which verse did 

God speak to you? Spend time meditating on the verse. What do you sense God 
saying to you?

 

What have you learned from the life of Gideon that encourages you to live a more 
obedient life?

Personal Reflection & Application
Read John 1:14,16-17. How is God’s grace being demonstrated to you and through 

your life? 

Reaching Out
Extend grace to someone.


